THE INFANTRY SCHOOL

GENERAL SECTION
MILITARY HISTORY COMMITTEE

FORT BENNING, GEORGIA

ADVANCED. OFFICERS COURSE
19L6-19L7

THE OPERATIONS OF THE 2ND BATTALION, 349TH INFANTRY
(88TH INF. DIV.) IN THE BR&AKTHROUGH AND PURSUIT TO
THE PO RIVER, 15-24 APRIL 1945 /-
(Personal experience of a Company Commander)

Type of operation deserlbed: BATTALION IN THE ATTACK

Captain Paul R. Behnke, Infantry




TABLE CF CONTENTS

| PAGE
IndeX o ¢ ¢ v o s 0 o g s e 0 o 0 e s 0 s s s s e s e 0 e e L
Bibliography.'. o e 0 s e s ¢ 6 s 6 s o e 6 s s s 0 0 o s s e s s 2
Iﬁtroduction. S e s e s s e s s s s e s s e e s e e s e e e 0 e 3
Enemy Situation o« o o o s o ¢ s ¢ o s 0 s o 0 0 o e 0 0 e 0 00 e 5
Geographical Features « o o o o o o o o o o o o Gt e s e e e e 5
The 349th Infantry Launches the Attack. « o o o « o o o o o o o o o 5
.The 2nd Battalion Znters the ALtaCK o« « o o o o o s o o o & ce o 7

A Break for the Eremy « « o+ e e e e e et ae e e .v. o o o 15
Jove and Reorganization of ghe 2nd Battalion. o ¢« o ¢ o ¢ o 0 o o o 16
. The liarch to he Po Valleye o o o o o o o o o o o s o oo o0 s o o 1b
The 2nd Battalion in the Pursuit through the Po Valley. « « o o o o 16
The Final Drive to the PO RIVET « + « o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o o o o 20
Analysis and Criticism .« o & o o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ s o 0 06 0o 06800 ¢ 25
LESSONS o o o o o o o s s o o o s o o o s usonenens ; oo o 26
¥ap A - Locations of the 2nd Battalion Janua;y-April 1945
Map B - Positions prior to thé‘attgck

liap C - Sectors

Houte of the 2nd Battalion in the Po Valley

tap D




A-1

A-2

A-4

A=5

A-7
A-8

A-9

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Regimental History, 349th Infdntry Regiment for April 1945

Reztricted Document, Allied Force Headquarters'(0731.l N5l
# 61,

Document Allied Forces (0769.5 All5)
Finitol The Po Valley Campaign, 1945

Field Artillery Journal, June 1945, p. 347, Italy (19 kar-
18 Apr 45)

Field Artillery Journal, July 1945, p. 427, Italy (19 Apr-

2 May 45)
19 Days, From the Apennines to the Alps

A Brief History of II Corps

Lessons Learned II Corps

2.

o
-




THE OPERATIONS OF THE 2§D BATTALION, 349TH INFANTRY
(88TH INF, DIV.) IN THE BREAKTHROUGH AND PURSULT T0
‘ THE' PO RIVER, 15-2, APRIL 1945
(Personal experience of a Company Commander)
INTRODUCTION
. This monograph covers the operation og the 2nd Battalion, 34%9th Ihfanﬁryv
(88th Infantry Division) in £he attack of the German line at Furcoli-
-Monterumiei, Italy, 16-18 aprii 1945, the break through and the pursuit of
the enemy to the Po River which was reathed on 24 April 1945,

To orient the reader properly I would like to return to the month of
January 1945 and give a short resume of the erents that led to the final and
decisive action of the battalion that harked‘the turning point of the Itélian
campaign,

During the latter part of January 45, the baﬁtalion was in a position
Just east of Highway 65 near the town of Liverngino (§ee Map A). The per-
sonnel of the battalion at this time consisted of about fifty per cent re-
placements most of whom had seen no-offensive combat, having reached the ‘"
~ division too late to Join in thé action of the fall and winter 1944, in
which during a 52~day period the division had suffered scme 9000 casualties,
The rest of the command were veterans many of whom had nearly a yeaf of come
bat to their credit and who had returned to the battalion during the quiet
months of December 4/ and January 45. Since the stop of the drive in 4 the
only offensive action of the battalion had been in patrols, but this hag
been nearly a nightly affair and in the opinion of this writer that is ore
of the most difficult types of action to engage in over a long period of
time. Due to the condition of the troops the decision was made to pull the
division from the line for a short rest period, to be followed by a very in-
tensive training period, which was to stress small unit training over the
type of terrain that the spring push would bring; this was done during the

month of iarch 1945,
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At the close of the training period, 1 April 45, all units were ordered
to black out, (Note: This consisted of reméving the insignia from all cloth-
ing and equipment and of covering the bumper markings of all vehicles with a
heavy coat of grease) and prepare to move back into the lines.

On 2 April 1945 the 2nd Battalion was attached to the 91st Infantry
Division and moved into positions near BELLE FORMICHE (See Map A); the re-
mainder of the regiment beiné in reserve attached to the 34th Infantry
Division. (1)

~ The above mentioned move was purely a screening action to assist in de-

ceiving the enemy . Dufing this period all of the Company Commanders of the

regiment had an opportunity to make an aerial recpnnaissance of the terrain
behind the en;hy lines over which the attack was to be launched, and on 12
April the regiment was consolidated and moved into an assembly area near
LONZUNC (See lap B).

Field Crder No. 1, Headquarters, 349th Infantry, dated 11 April 1945,
gave the plan of attack. The II Corps w:s to attack with 4 Divisions on
line., The BAPh Infantry Division on the right was.to-capture BOLOGNVA, and
the 91lst Infantry Division on the center right was to capture ¥T. ADOHE. On
the left the 6th South African Division was po seize MT. SCOLﬁ, on the center
left was the 2%th Infantry Division Wﬁg ﬁés attacking with two regiments
abreast, apd on the rightv the 350th gnfantry was to capture the key terrain
feature of LONTEACICI. For the 3d§£h Infantry a sector was indicated that
was bounded on the right by MONTERUMICI aﬁd on the left by Highway 6620 (See
vap ;3. The plan called tor tne 3rd Rattalion to launch a company strength
raid in feinl toward the town of VAUC, while the lst Battalion with F Company
atrached was to attack the town of FURCCLI, the high ridge immédiately to the
north, and the hish ground to the west. After the leading companies had seized
their initial objcctiQes, F Coipany was to pass through, take the town of IL
PUGGAILL, continu. the aﬁtack to the North and capture the railroad town of
BUZZsR0. The 2nd pattalicn initlally in reserve, was to be used to exploit
(1) a-1, p. 1.
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ény penetration of the enemy lines. The regiment was to continue the attack

to the north, and was to be pinched out some 4000 yards to the north. (2) (3)

|

ZNENY STITUATION

The G~2 reports had shown that there were still 25 Ge?man Divisions in
Italy; while they were spread over a large front, the reserves were so dis;
posed that they could quickly be moved £o meet any major attack. Immediaéely‘
in front of the 349th Infantry was the crack German 305th Infantry Division,
one pf the best that the enemy had on this front, They were old foes of the
regiment and had proven many times how tough they were to oust from prepared °
positions. On these positions it was known that the enemy were.living in
heavily reinforced caves ang dugouts that afforded almost complete pro-
tection from artillery ard mortar fire. Due to many patrols, air reconnais-
sance, etc., the enemy main line of resistance was known to be anlalmést im-
pregnable bafrier of mortar-and machine gun fire; 211 possible approaches were

mined, and the terrain favored =z very strong enemy defense. (4)

GLOGRAPHICAL FiATURES

Immediately tc the right of the division sector lay the spire-shaped
peak of LiT. ADONE, which was to be taken by the Ylst Infantry Division. To
the left lay MT. SCCLE, to be takén by the 6th South African Division.~ with-
in the division sector lay the FURCCLI and MONTERUMICI features, the key
point of the German defenses, The terrain was well knowrto all units of the

division, for during the winter the regiments had been so rotated that all

of them had been in this sector.

THS 3L9TH INFANTRY LAUNCHES THZ ATTACK

On the night of 12 ipril, the regiment moved from their assembly po-

sition to an area in rear of the line of departure, relieving elements of

the 168th Infantry, 34th Infantry Division. The lst and 2nd Battalions,

(2, 3) A‘l, p- 2; (14») A'l, p' li»o.
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less D, F and H Companies, occupied the town of CADI GUILLATTA. D and H
Companies were in positions from which tﬁey would support the attack. F
Company had occupied a front line position and would remain there until
such time as they were called upon by the lst Battalion. The 3rd Battalion
was in an assembly area just west of the town. (See Map B for all areas).

It had been the practice for many nights for the artillery to lay down
terrific barrages at different times during the night, in an effort to con-
fu;e the enemy as to where and when the actual attack was coming. .

‘At 2200 hours, 15 april, the front erupted with a flaming roar., Ar-
tillery, tanks, tank destroyers and all available weapons poured thousands
upon thousands of shells into the enemy positions. (5) 3aven the .50 ealiber
machine guns had been brought up, emplacedAand manned by kitchen personnel
and were used in this bariage,.

N Later Pis who were taken, some of whom were veterans of the african
Campaign, reported that the burrage was one of the most intense that they
had ever been under; but due to the fact that one of the lst gattalion Com-~
panies moving to a forward assembly area prior to the barrage had been seen
whenlthey crossed an exposed area, the enemy correctly interpreted that an
attack was about to bégin,and even as the first shells fell, they were in the
shelter of their caves and foxholeg. (6)

it 2230 hours the Infantry crossed the line of departure. lhile the
3rd Battalion laurched a company strength attack in & feint to the left, the
ist Battalion attacked their objesctives, Alert and virtuzally unbarmed by
the burrage which had not penetrated their deep caves, the KRAUTS had
immediately reoccupied their defensive nositions and opened up with machine '
guns and mortars, coverirg it all with a blanket of flares that made the
terrain as light as cay.

A1) of the companies of the 1lst Battalion fought terrific battles

during the night and dey of the 15 and 16 April, but failed to rain their

(5) a=1, p. 3; (6) leatement from Resimental 522, llay 1945.
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objectives. During the day on 16 ipril, the reserve company was committed
and managed to gain the objective of Company B, but-were so weakened by
casualties with both flanks exposed to murderous fire that they were un- ;
able to hold their position against the inevitable counter attack that
came., They were ordered to pull back to the east side of the hill durihg

the night. (7)

THE 2ND BATTALICN &NTedS THE ASCTION

The {irst action of any 2nd bBattalion personnel in this attack was in
the initial attack wave, To later assist them in moving thru anti-personnel
M;ne fields that were breached or gapped by the lst Battalion, F Company
had attached a taping team, (Note: men to lay white engineer tape), consist-
ing of 3 men from their communicatibn secéion, to B Company, In the first
mortar barrage that the enemy laid down, these men were ceriously injured
and had tb be evacuated. 0

Field Order No. 2, dated (3 April 1945, returned F Company to the 2nd
Battalion and ordercd the battalion o pass through elements of the lst Bat=
talion, with the mission of seizing IL POGGAILE and LE BRAINE. (See Kap B).
AT 2200 hours the 2nd Battalion jumped off. (8)

Company F wae chosen to lead the attack ard was yiven the mission of
taking 1a BasINk and capturing or destroying all the enemy on this position.
They were to »roceed to FURCOLI and from there were to\follow an old oxcart
trail thut led to the objective, F Company moved off in a column of platoone
with the 1lst platoon leading, followed by the 3rd and 2nd in that order,
with the 4th platoon still in their original positions supporting the attack.
The company roved into the town of FURCOLI and around the eastern edge with-
out opposition and progressed sowre 200 yards beyond the town. |

hen the column halted, the company commander, moving forward, found
that the leading vlatoon was at a trail junction that did not show oﬁ the

map, and the platoon leader wes undecided as to which was the correct trail.-

(7) a=1, o. 53 (8) a-1, p. 6.
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The company commarder moved out in front of the column some 100-150 yards
and detemined that the righ£ trail was the sne that was &anted. During
this reconnaissance the company commander was unhampered by the enemy which,
in the light of what followed, was most unusual. The company moved down
the right trail and had advanced approximately 100 yards when a red flare
followed by & green arched overhead. Immediately enemy machine guns to the
front and flanks opened up, and almost before the flares had burned out‘the
whole column was under a heavy mortar barrage. The first burst of enemy
fire had killed the lead scout and a man from~tﬁe leading squad. The lst
platoon deployed along both sides of the trail and attempted to move forward,
but forward movement was impossible. In this action the platoon suffered
several casualfies, among whom was the platoon legder. Turning the 1st pla-
tcon over to £heAexecutive‘officer to try and continue the attack, the com~
pany commander, after calling for mortar fire, led the other two platoons

in a flanking movenent to the left, Following the route that he had been
over in his earlier reconnaissance, the attack moved off and progressed
approgimately 100 yards, when again the red and green flares came up, and
again the murderous barrage came down on the corpany causing heavy casualties,
The enemy position seemed to be all around and the flanking fire could not
e avoided. These platoons along with the ls£ platoon on the right made
three ;ore ccordinated attacks against these positions, but were unable to
dislédge tﬁe eneriy.

N To effect o reorganization the company withdrew to the eastern édge of

fUnCCLI. “arter the reorganization was completed, the company commander took

& reinforced platecn and scaled & small cliff in the rsar of the battered

town, crawling cooroximately 100 yards. The platoon wis able to surprise

gone enery muenios unners and oack Lheir position wittout firing a round.
Leaving asen al Lhilo position the plateon turned to the right and secured the
ridge taking twe .ore pozitions, heving opposition only on the last one. (9)

(y) syewitness, ol
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As F Company was redbrganizing, G Company was preparing to launch an

‘attack against IL POGGIALE, which if gained would give the battalion a DO-

sition f}om.which fire could be cdelivered into the rear of the German-held
Hill. (10)

Led by the platoon leader, the lead platoon advanced: slowly vorking
their way through interlocking bande of machine gun fire, while all the time
the red and green flares were overhead calling dovm the ever preseht mortar
fire, When the company cémmander with the rain body of the company atbtemn~ted
to.advance, the eneny fire reached its peak and it wes virtually & hail of
steel raining down on the unprotected troops. Aifter suffering heavy casualties
the coupany commander ordered the hain body of the troop to withdfaw; while
he moved forward to reorganize the lst platoon. (11)

Leading the platocn in an assault that virtuslly powered its Wiay over
and through ihe positions, the platcon reached its objective and scized the
house at IL P(GGL 1.5, takihg prisoner four German aid .ien who were us&ng
the house for an aid station, (12) Though thic attack wes successful and
made the first penetration of the enemy lines, the force soon found that
they were completely surrounded by the enemy. They had made the penetration,
but an alert enemy had irmediately closed the #ap behind them, The company
commander, realizing the precariousness of his position and unable to‘reach
any one in the company‘radio net, dispatched a runner, Who was successiul
in reaching the 7 Company GP just prior to daybreak. Afper giving the oral
uessage he was delivering, he also reporved that G Conpeny had severai
seriously wounded men, and thot along the route that they had followsd in
reaching the objective were a runber of men in need of redical attention,

The F Ccmpany Ceirander, after reporting the above mentioned messege
to the Battalion Soumander, requested mortar fire for the trapied troops.
This request was -ranted, wund that night ang théAfollowing Zay the battalion
awortars poured huncdreds of rounds of rortar in%o this area on known cneny

positions in an attempt to relieve the erecsure on the surrounded nen.

(10, 11) a=l, p. 7; (12) a=1l, pe 7.
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Shortly after daybreak F Coupany dispatched two wire men with assault
wire to try and establish comuunication with the men a£ IL PCGGATLE. The
men were able to get approximately 200 yards, when sniper fire wounded one
of the men and forced them to withdraw.

In an attempt bto reach the wounded ﬁen the Battalion lLedical adminis-
trative Officer with two aid men and two litter teams volunteered to g0
into the enemy position. iiith a cessation of our own mortar and artillery
fire and protected only by a large white flag with a red cross, nrominently
displayed, they moved toward the entrapped men. The enemy observed the
sign of the Geneva Convention and did not fire on this party. However, as
soon as the& entered the enemy limes they were taken prisoner end immedictely
taken to the encmy company headguarters. At once Lit. l‘azur (the bat!alion
KAC) tried to convince the enemy corpany commander that they should be re-
leased and allowed to care for our wounded., After much discussion it was
agreed that they conld return Lo their own lines with what wounded men
they could takes with then, if the German aid men held by Cavtain ¥elly (G
Company Commander) were also released. Lt, Lazur, under gusrd, was taken
to IL FCGGAIL. to confer with Captain helly on this arrangement. han
first told of this, C;atain Kelly, xnowing the working of the Geraan mind
was reluctant to arree, but knowing how much our own ren needed medical
attention and beirn, -ore anxious to help them than for his own safety, he
agreed to the exch.nee, His hopes had been that he could hold out until

darlness fell and Lhen elfect a withdrawal., e shall sce whap the (Gerzans

haé in mind when they were so anxious to get their own men, and why Captain

Kelly hesitated to urree. (13)

Through the <uy the men from C Coupany had poured fire into the reverce
slope of Hill 427 anrd FURCLLI ridge. Vulnerable to fire fron their rear
many of the Krauts were forceq to withdraw and more thuan twenty of them were
killed while frantically séeking 1ew cover. - he enery had poured continuous
riachine gun and noriar fire into the house at IL POGGAILE, but had refrained
(13) Statements to celf by Lt. zzur and G Co, men recantured, -.ril

i945.
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from mortaring the house becasue of their own aid men in the roo%less build-
ing. At noon the enemy counter attacked,\firing into windows and doors. They
surrounded tﬁ;_building, calling upon the Americans‘to surrénder.' Captain
Kelly refused, urging the men to beat the enemy off. Hurling their last gre-
nades, the men forced the enemy to withdraw leaving fifteen dead and many
wounded around the house. It was at this poiﬁt that Captain Kelly made thg
decision to withdraw under the cover of darkness., It was only a few hours
later that Lhe exchunge of prisoners was made, and it was a very short time
‘later that the eneuy wortared the position. The house was rooflecss, and from
three sides mortar shells were lobbed into the structure. A number of the men
were wounded and several were killed, but still they féiled to surrender,

Just prior tc dark, a shell landed in the roam where Captain Kelly was standing,
mortally wounding him, Later in the night, out of ammunition and with only

a handful ofvmen left, the platoon leader surrendered to the enemy. (14)

During the latter part of the night, 16 April, £ Company had launched
an attack ageinst IL rOGGAILE, but the attack was not successful, and by the
time the company had reorganized, daylight was at hand and an\attack of com-
pany Strength was out of the guestion, L

During the day of 17 april, F Company had called for an air strike on
the enemy positions directly to their front, but due to the direction that
the planes would have liad to make their run and the close proximity of the
friendly troops to the enemy position, the mission could not be carried out. (15)

Frcm positions secured the night wefore, F Company was able to bring
aubomatic rifle on the recr of some of the enemy positions and succeeded’in
silencing two of them. (16)

Field Crder No. 3, dated 17 april, ordered the 2nd Battalion to continue
the attack, secure Hills 375 and 403 {See lap B), while the 3rd Bathtalion was
to clear VADO and the :UZZaXC ridge. TFor forty-eight hourcs éhe Zains had been
measured only in yards. FUWCCLI hidge was partially occupied by F and B Coin-

panies. The only real recnetration, if it could be called that, had been made

(14) A-1, p. 8; (15, 16) uye witness, Zelf.
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by G Company ot IL PCGGAILE. (17)

The battalion plun for the attack was for ¥ Company to pull out of
their positions, swing to the right and traverse an anti-personnel mine
rield some 400 vards in depth, in an attempt to seize all of FURCCLI Lidge
and the nearby town of L BRaINE. At the same time G Corpany with a platoon
of machine guns attached was to pass through the old F Company position and
work along the revercse slope toward LONTLRULICT. Company £, along with K
Company was to sweep the NUZZaMO Ridge tc the high ground beyond,

The mine field that F Company wus to attack through covered the road
and the ap,roaches to the IONILEULICI positions. Il consisted chiefly of
the German Sﬁu mines, with some Stoltz mines in the zrass along the road,

A path through the mine field had been cleared ahd marked with white engi-
resr tape for a distance of about 10C yards by Coupany B, before.they were
forced tc withdraw,

" Il
{

I'.Coupany, with a strength of about 75 men, moved out in a single file,

with the corpeny cowander leading., They srosressed ranidly to the end of

)

the tase, mut Chire 1t hecame necessary for them to move only a few feet at

~round haed to be oroberd bafore advancing. As

+

oocwn apcerent that srorress in thic mammsr was out of the

rally hurdreds of th: shu mine “etonators shtick-
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a reinforce. squad was sent to the left to wipe cut some cove positions
that covered the approaches, A few minutes later the rest of the coupany,
well deployed, went over the top of the bluff. The.:qued that went to the
left surprised sore Kraubts that were not aiert, anc: took over forty encuy
from these posiiicns. with the pressure thus relieved, it was only a4 matter
of minutes uniil the compeny had overrun the rest of the positions and Wald
ul lesot on top or the will,

Company G succeeded in working along the reverse slope of Lhe ricge und

in so doing clso captured some forty prisoners,

Shortly after dawn, the 2ng tattelion Lattle Fatrol (licte: This WaS U
3

[+3

group of men traired especially for.dif?icult Jobs, particularly pétrols,

but used in this operation as an ascault force), attacked the Lustern clere
of Hill L27. A bank that had cere up on the night of 16 ~pril, and the only
one that had'Been able to get through the mine fields until now, was agle

to give the Battle Fatrol ciose supporting fire in their attack, The'patrol.
nad to work throurh & mine field Lo reach their objective, bui tais was dore
with ro casuzlties, with the tank fire keeping the eneny in their holes, The
men worked to within creneCe-throwing distance, signaled the Lenit to coage
fire, rushed the rosition, and forced the enemy out of their holes, killing
eicht, woundiyg twelve and taldns twenty-seven prisorers in Lhe atlacis (18)

F Company, upen theip objectives, lumediately callec thneir veanons

platoon foruard. ..oile they were woving up the rest of the Cunpany recryanic

and the company conrandor registered some artillery fires to supoort the

atteck on the next ob.jective, Le Buallid. For once the batialion held the cons

L

iwancing round, ond at 3900 hcurg F Cotpany jusped off. The objective wag
viken alusst without resistance, with only a few rounds of exall arms fire
~€ing encountered, The company culekly puched on by the ocbleciive , and in
cearching the enemy caves and positicns just beyéﬁd, captured Luonby-siy irsuls
and recapbured three lichtly wounded men from Company 3,.who were oeirng held
sriconer there,

(17) .-1, ©. 10t Cuatemente from Lie Gwell, april 1945,




After withstanding repeated assaults and massed artillery fires for over
forty-eight hours the German lines had split wide open. (19)

The battalion commander quick to seize this opportunity, ordered F Com-
pany to move for the regimental objective. E Company, who had been sweeping
the NUZZANO Ridge was to drive forward and'get abreat of F. G Company, badly
depleted in strength, was to follow in reserve, The opposition was now com-
pletely gone, and by 1200 hours the battalion had reached and secured the
regimental objective, Reorganization was completed, with the battalion em-
placed to defend against a counter attack.

In searching out the enemy rear areas, it was found that the enemy had
prepared positions that were bomb-proof. The railroad that ran through the
middle of their sector passed through several mountains, resulting in many
tunnels, some of which were several miles in length. Their engineers had con-
structed alternate btaffle walls at each end of the tunnel, each wall being
several feet thick, which prevented even a diréct fire weapon fron penetrating
the tunnels. These vositions were well lighted, and were used for supply dumps,
kitchen areas, aid stations and small hospitals, in which there were a number of
eneny wounded. '

As called for in the original plans, the regiment was pinched out at this
point by the 351st Infantry on the right and the 6th South African Division on -
the left.

At 1690 hours, 18 April, the battalion was ordered to withdraw to the
vicinity of LONZULO, near their old assembly area. As the first vart of the
return marcn was through the heart of the old German battle position, it was
casy to sce why it had been such a ™tough nut" to crack. Lvery draw, ridge
and reverse slope had been covered by well prepared positions, and it was almost
impossible for an attacking iorce to move against it without beinz exposed to
fire frow several of the positions.

The battalion had suffered severe casuaities in taking these positions.

(19) A-1, p. 11.
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Coinpany E hiad the least with only about fifteen enlisted men being wounded.

t, G Company losing.every officer in the

imat aler . oem =t . . PR, - b P P T . P N,
company and approximately {ifiy enlisted 1+ F Company had lost about forty
enlisted men and all of the officers except the company commander and- the

weapons platoon leader
inflicted at least a three-to-ona loss on the
Shortly before dark on the vening 18 April

entrucking point and at once fell out to grab the opportunity of a few hours

rest, while the trucks which were to take them to their new area were being

brought up.

I would like to explain here an incident that was a decided break for

the enemy. As explained‘before, the division had been blacked out and moved
from sector to sector in an attempt to confuse the enemy intelligence agencies,
Some wmonths before when one of the regiments had been in the FURCOLI sector,
one of thelr patrols had engaged an enemy patrol. In the reéulting fire fight
one of our men had lost a helmet, on which was painted the division insiéhia.
Approximately a veek before the division launched the spring attack, an enemy

patrol had found the heliiet and returned it to their intelligence personnel,
who decided they were faced by the 88th Division. Knowing that it was a 5th
Army policy to throw this unit into the tougher sectors, they through sheer
lhck, deguced that this was to be one of the main efforts, and so vere able to
reinforce their positions at this decisive point. (20)

Several days later two Plis were taken from the G-~< section of the German
65th Infantry Division Headquarters. hen questioned separately they revealed
a wide and accurate knowledge of the disposition of the American troops prior
to the jump-off,., Botnh agreed that it was the break throughAscored by the 349th

Infantry thatmade it impossible for them to hold MT. ADOKE and MONTERKULICI,

thus splitting the carefully prepared positions and causing 2 large scale with-

drawal to be started. (21)
(20) statement from hegimental S-2 and $-3 to Self in April 1945; (21) A-1, p. 12,
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MOVE AND REORGANIZATION OF THE 2ND BATTALION

The battalion_entruckedlon the night of 18 April to move to their new
area, and by early morming 19 April, the move had been completed. They were
now in asse}rxbly area near the town of VERGATO (See Map A), resting and reor-
ganizing., G Company ofi'icez"s had to be completely replacgd.. F Company was
also badly in need of more officers, and to make the problem more difficult
the other battalions of the regiment had suffered heavy officer casualties.

F Company was given one officer from the battalion heavy weapons company, one
from the battalion headquarters company, and one from the regimental service
company. Both'F and G Companies received approximately twenty enlisted men,
from the regimgptal replacement pool. All companies were fed hot meals, wea-
pons were cleaned and equipment replaced, and by the late afternoon of 19
April, the battalion vias ready to go again, to resume the offénsive while the

enemy was still disorganized.

THE MARCH TO THE PO VALLEY

On the ni§ht of the 19 April, the battalion moved. by truck to LAMA (see
Map A), and_on the morning of 20 April started the march into the mountains,.
following the 351lst Infantry at 1000 yards.

The column moved rapidly, passing through LA TORRE and LA GUNE (see MapA),
and whén dawn broke, the regiment was moving down the last foothills leading
into the PO VAiLEY and at0300 hours, 21 April, entered the valley proper.

Visualize, if you can, what it meant to these battle weary veterans to
see the miles and uiles of level terrain stretching in front of theg. It was
the first time since arriving in combat that they would be engaging the
enemy on even terus; it was no wonder that every one was anxious to again en-
gage the enemy and show them what would happen when the tactical advantage

was not theirs.

THE 2ND BATTALiON;;y THE_PURSUIT THROUGH THE PO VALLEY
Shortly after eeaching the valley the regiment was given a sector and
‘committed, Field Order No. 4, dated 21 April, gave the direction of attack
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as due North with the missfon of reaching the PO RIVER with all possible
speed. (22)

The regiment was to attack with two battalions abreast, 2nd Battalion
on the right. The 2nd Battalion was attacking with two companies abreaét, G
Company being in reser;e.

In the late afternoon, 21 April, the 2nd Battalion was approximately one
mile short of Highway 9. They were to attack at 2000 hours, cut ﬁigﬁway 9,
swing west to CASTEL FRANCO and again north along a canal to the town of S.
GIOVANNI. VWhen Highway 9 was reached, F Company was to send one platoon due
north and wipe out an enemy strong point east of S. GIOVANNI. (See Map D for
route of advance).

hs the battalion moved off in the attack, F Company, on ‘the right of the
battalion, was met by "Burp. Gun" fire from a canal bank to their right front.
When met by this fire, the right platson immediately deployed. iiith on; squad

'wading and swimming the canal to get on the enemy flank, the platoon closed

in, and in a matter of minutes cleaned out the enemy, destroying three gun
positions, killing four and wounding two of the gunners, The company hardly
slowed down during the attack., The reserve platoon was brought up and repiaced
the platoon that had been in action. That platoon was moved into reserve.

The battalion quickly cut Highway 9 and swung west toward CASTEL FRANCO,
which had already fallen to another division. The battalion encountered no
resistance along the highway, and soon had passed through CASTIL FiiNCO and
swung north along the canal.

The canal banks were some thirty feet higher than the rest of the ter-
rain, and at the top the enemy had prepéred spider type foxholes all along
the bank. At the bottom they had prepared reinforced dugouts to protect them
against air bombardment.

The battalion moved north from CASTEL FRANCO - in a cdlumn of companies,

F Company leading. For the first 2000 yards no enemy were encountered, but

(22) 4-1, p. 13.
17.
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at this point the leading company came under fire from two automatic weapons,
a lucky burst from one of them killing a squad leader ;nd one of his men.
In the darkness the‘enemy position could not be located. The lead platoon
of Company F was ueployed along the top of canal and opened up in the general
direétion of the enemy with all weapons. This had the desired effect and
ihe enemy gunners withdrew. The lead company again moved out, but the rate
of march was reduced so that all of the holes could be searched. No further
enemy were encountered and the battalion reached their objective, where they
stopped for the night. As F Companyrmoved into their asseubly area, a message
vas received from the platoon that had moved due north from Highway 9, stating
that they had encountered stronger enemy than expected and had suffered a few
casualties and were no longer able to advance., Another platoon of F Company,
reinforced by a section of light machine guns was sent to assist in taking care
of this problem and did so in good shape.

The battalion hzd been in this assembly area for three hours when the
order was received to continue the attack immediately. At 0300 hours the

1T

battalion again moved out, E Company leading, followed by G and then H Company.
Company F still was short two platoons and the company vas left behind and
instructed to regain contact with the battalion as sonn as possible.

During the morning of 22 April, the vattalion was joined by 5 tanks and
3 tank destroyers. Lt Col John W. Lyon, the battalion commander, ordered £he
‘lead platoon of E Company to get aboard the tanks., Climbing aboard the lead
tank, Lt Col Lyon started the force north toward the town of DECILMA (see liap D),
which was just to the left of the battalion sector, A4s they neared the toun
which was on their left, they were fired upon by eneiy tanks, which were in
the shelter of the buildings. The small task force attempted to withdraw so
they could ccntinue on their principal mission, that of reaching the FO RIV:k
with all possible speed, The determined enemy would not permit.this maneuver

and opened up with all weapons, which was later found to ve a company, reinforced
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with tanks and self-propelled guns. t23)

Since the battalion was once again consolidated, it was decidqd to
launch an attack even though the enemy was out of the‘sector; E Company,
supported by Company H, launched an all-out attack against the town. The
Germans fought fanatically and it became nécessary to employ G Company around
the left flank. The fight was short, but very'very bitﬁer, and one platoon
of E Company had to engage the enemy in hand-to-hand combat to destroy them.
Squad leaders in this action showed a great deal of initiative in maneuver-
ing their squads against enemy strédg'pbints, and as always it was a compi-
lation of small unit action that crushed this determined enemy in a very short
time. There were over forty enemy killed in this action, more than twice that
number wounded, and.one enemy tank destroyed.-

The battalion had pressed the attack to the north edge of the town and
was reorganizing when the order was received extending their sector several
hundred yards to the west. During the reorganization, enemy artillery began
falling with uncanny accuracy on the battalion positions causing several
casualties. It soon became apparent that someone close at hand was direct}ng
the artillery fire. Several small patrols were dispatched to search all of
the nearby houses, However, it befell the lot of an alert company clerk to
discover the eneuy in the upper story of a house in the center of the company
positions., Without hesitation the clerk moved in on the observer and took
him prisoner and almost immediately theAfire ceased to fall on the position.

After the reorganization was completed, the battalion again nioved off,
with the PANARO RIVER as their intermediate objective (See lLap D). During
the rest of the daylight hours, only very light resistance was met, and as
darkness fell they changed from a deployed formation to a column of companies,
which greatly facilitated control and speeded the movement. -

The battalion made excellent time and had only one more brush with the

eneny. This was a short encounter in which E Company took 6 officers and 72

(23) zye witness, Self: Statement from Battalion Commander, April 1945.
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enlisted men prisoner and at 2400 hours the battalion pulled up on the banks
of the PANARO. (24)

THE FINAL DRIVE TO THE PO RIVER
It was during the next thirty hours that the 349th Infantry unleashed

the full might of its power, striking to the Worth,first in .one direction

and then another. The whirlwind pace was maintained in a smashing attack

that carried the regiment a distance of more than twenty miles to the PO RIVER,‘
netting 8,785 prisqners and bringing to death many hundreds of the enemy. (25)

In this action the 2nd Battali&n was accredited with 5000 of the prisoners
and approximateiy 1000 of the enemy dead.

Although large numbers of the enemy zave up without a fight, it was far
from being a mass .surrender., A-majority of the enemy fought with the fanaticism
of old, only to be overwhelmed by the combined weight qf infantry, tanks and
planes.'JWorking.in perfect coordination they swept through town after town
(see ilap D for route of march), leaving a wake of burning tanks and vehicles,
shattefed buildings and enemy dead. An endless stream of prisoners flowed
to the rear, aﬁd when the regiment pulled up on the banks of the PO RIVER in
the early morning hours of 24 April, it was to look back upon the scene of
death and destruction that spelled the end of organized German resistance in
ITALY. (26)

It was'aIMOst as if you could feel the war drgwing to a close, It seemed
humanly impossible for an army that had lost the men and equipment and was in
such a state of disorder and rout as this enemy was, to ever again offer an
organized resistance.,

I would like at this time to give credit to the 57th Fig?ter Squadron
and any other aireraft that might have participated in this action. Time after
time the fighter bomberé pulled the ground troops out of tight situations.

with the fluid situetion existing that this action had turned into, it was

(24, 25, <6) A-1, p. 18.
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only to be expected that all units had exposed flanks and could not properly
protect them, and on a number of occasions were caught by sqrprise; but each
time the& would give "Rover Joe" (Note: name given %o the Air Corps Liaison
officer) a call and here would.come the P-47's, sometimes bombing and.strafing
within 200 yards of the leading troops. The accuracy of @he aircraft was.
uncanny.. There viere literally hundreds of houses .and barns that had been

bombed or strafed and were left burning, but not one time was one Qbserved that
there was not an enemy installation.in or near the building. Such excellent
cooperation and coordination cannot fail to subdue an enemy, even though superior
in numbers.

By 0800 hours, 24 April, the 2nd Battalion had crossed the PANORO RIVER,
a stream that is naryow but very deep and swift. The advance of the gattalion
had been so ;apid that hardly any engineer equipment was available, but an
alert engineer procured rubber boaté and the battalion crossed in these.
Civilians on each bank assisting puiled the boats across the river by. the use
of ropes.

As the day dawned there was nothing to indicate that it was to beconme ‘
the most hectic and exciting day in the history of the battalion. Leadership
proved that it is the greatest requiremént of all commanders. We also were
to find that with the proper coordination and cooperatioﬁ of the fighting arms
we were invineible.

After crossing the PANARO, the battalion advanced to the town of KASSA
FINALESE (see Map D), where they were joined by a platoon of tanks, four tank
destroyers, a platoon of the division. reconnaissance troop and "Rover Joe",

The battalion commander, seizing fhe opportunity that the armor offered,
ordered Company G to board the tanks-and the tank destroyers. On the lead.
tank, LT COL LYON hezded the task force due North, driving for the PO RIVER.
The task force moved very rapidly, bypassing many small‘groups of the enemy,
the co~axial guns of the tanks and the riflemen on the decks firing while
the tanks were moving. They literally blasted their way along the roads, un-
til they reached the vicinity of the VIA DELLE DUCHESSIS road junction. Here
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it was to prove that the decision of the battalion éommander to send the armor
ahead was a master stroke, |

The task force wﬁs brought under fire by some German self-propelled 88's.,
dne of our tanks was hit and put out of actibn, The infantry deployed from the
tanks and moved forward with them. The enemy self-propelléd guns proved to be
anioutpost for an enemy regiment i bovouac. The outpost was overrun, and the
force crashed through into the bivouac proper. The Germans were completely
surprised by the appearance of the americans in this area and were thrown ihto
a wild state of confusion. Their leaders lost control,'and by the hundreds
they fled into the nearby fields to tuke cover in the irrigation ditches. llany
of them rstufned the fire paoured upon them but were wild and sporadic in their
shooting, & battalion of enery field artillery in the wrea did menage to get a
few guns into action, but their shooting was so wild that it was no hinderance
to the advanecing troons, (27)

The Alr Covps Liuison jeep was centacted and they in turn contacted a
flight of F-47's which were nearby. Suddenly, above the noise of battle there
was & snarlirg whine overhead. Five planes broke out of the sun and swept the
battlefield., ut the sight of the farniliar white star, the men of Company G
waved their helmets. iﬁ answer the leading plane dipped his wings, banked,
turned,land with muchine guns blazing streaked down on the enemy position.  In’
quick succession, five thunderbolts made passes over the Germans, Vehicles ex~
ploded and burned; men and horses were thrown into the air like dolls as the
planes bcubed and strafed, sometimes only a few hundred yards ahead of the ad-
vancing troops. (28) ‘

G Co..pary quickly overran the remaining enemy resistance. Cne company of
Gerasns, taking shelter in & sroup of houses, wus engaged by a platoon from
the company. Fifty of them were killed and over one hundred captured in a short
pitter fight.

485 could be expected, there were hurdreds of the enemy escaped; however

(27) a=1, p. 203 (22; a-1, p. 20,

22,

7L



http:Sudc:.en

some two hundred were killed and over four huhdred taken prisoner. The majority
~ of those that e§caped were latér rounded up by the rest of the battalion.

While this action was taking place, the rest of tﬁe battalion was mcvihg
forward on foot with L Company leading., Just north of MASSA FINALESSE E Com- |
pany was brought under fire by a group of Krauts that had been bypassed. One'
platoon was sent after them and, after killing a number of them, retufned with
several prisoners, .

While E Company was taking care of the above eneny, F Company had pushed
into the lead. Near LE MAGNANINE (see Map D), sounds of firing were heard. As
the company neared the‘town, it was discovered that elements of the division
reconnaissance force were pinned down by an enemy of superior numbers. F Com-
pany deployed on a wide front and worked toward the enemy strong points., The
enemy resisted bitterly, but were soon overcome by the advancing troops. it
wés a short bitter fight, characterized by individual and decisive action.on
the part of the squad leaders. After the first positions were wiped out, the
eneny came forward by the score with hands raised. A few refused to quit and
were quickly dispatched by the advancing troops. (29) ‘

The type of action as described in the above paragraphs was typical ali
during the day as the battalion drove to the PO RIVER. Individual unit action
could be mentioned almost without end, The eneny in front of the battalion
simply could not stand against the onrushing might of infantry, armor and air.
The situation was very fluid, and any and all methods were used to advance,

AY] In the afternoon the zrmored task force of the battalion moved into the
town of SAN LIARTINC and reorganized. There more armor Joined the battalion.
again the battalion moved toward the O RIVER. Just north of the town of
MAGAZZIN, the coluun wee forced to a hali on the edge of 2 canal by a blown
bridge. =xs no crossing could be found in the vicinity, the troops dismounted
and noved forwarﬁ on foot, while the tanks went in search of a crossing. At
LXNDING (see Map) the entire battalicn wus reassembled and rejoined by the armor.

The tasx force was again organized, with G Company and two platoons of ¥ Company ’

(29, sye witness, velf.
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loading on the tanks., The final drive was on. North thfough the town of
CiRBORNA swept the column, blasting everything from thei£ path and at 20C0
hours pulled into the town of BOUGA FRANCO on the banks of the PO RIVER.
The foot elements of the battalion were being led forward by the battalion
executive officer, Xajor James P. Lyons, and by 2100 hours they had reached
the road paralleling the river., This element of tﬁe battalion turned and
moved west towerd the torn of REVHRE, with the mission of sweeping the river
bank for a distance of 6000 yards.

wnen the first elenents of the battalion reached the rivér, many enemy

were trying to cross using rufte innertubes, horses or anything that would

ewinm or float. Liachine guns were turned on them and only & very few lived
to reuch the other bank, At BCAGA FRAICO more than one thousand enemy were
trapped auong which were fifty officers, The force moving .Jest along the

debris ridden bank added over five hundred more priséners to the bag. When

L

t:is action was completed the baltalion wus organized in a defensive position
over the wide fr5nt that they occupied. lost of the defense was pointed to-
ward the south so as to zp.rehend any enemy still trying to escape across the
FO.

Thus ended one of the :ost hectic days in the history of the battalion.
fetween two rivers, the PANURU and the ['U the battalion exacted a terrific toll
on the éneny, and the results of a single day's fighting made it doubtful that
the enewy would.be adle to réorganize his‘forces for another stand., Troops,
guns and ecuipment ware seized on a iarge scale, a complete hospital was taken
intect, and hundredc ol vehicles were captureq or destroyed. among the‘pri-
scners wes the commanding seneral of the 65th Infantry Division together with
many of hic staff. In the firhting both his czeistant division commnander and
)

the division artillery were killed., The cost was elight. Jasualtiss were

Tevie Tt was bhe overwheluin, power, the terrific momentun which was developed
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISY

In making a study of this operation it will be seen th;ﬁ the 2nd Rat-
talion 349th Infantry wes given & very difficult mission in attacking the
FURCOLIhﬁONTLdUIICI line. It was-known thet this was one of the key éoints
of the German defense; Initially the battalion wae in reserve and then they
were given the mission of a frontal attack against a position where one but- -
talion had feiled to :uke any noticecble gains, Their attack wus very canalized
due to the cxtensive mine fields with which the enemy nad reinforced his
position, and an alert enemy wus prepared to mecet them,

The pursuit in the r( KIVER VALILY was not a difficult cperation if

measured in the nuuver of casuzlties that the pattalion suffered, bubt it took
very ciose coordinaticn on the part of all leaders to pgain the maximua effi-~
ciéncy that the battalion gained by the nroper use of planes and armor,
" . ’

Those points in reference thereto which admit of criticism ére:

1st: After carcful preparation to conceal the time and place of . the
attack, the advantase was lost by one company exposing themselves needlessly
1o the enemy.

2rdé: The original attaclk: of the regimént was launched in insufficicnt

strength. Cnly fwo companies of cone battalion were used to abtack an enery

of greatly superior nuwmbers who were entrenched in heavily fortified ﬁositions.
3rd: .her the 2né Zattalion, the regimental reserve, was committed,

they were employed pieceucal instead of using their full strength in ¢ coordi~

naled altack against the enemy.

4th: The fzilure of higher coumanders to take more aggressive action in
cleuring the mine fields ecnd in jetting more armor into position to help the
assaulting tfoops.

Sth: The failure of the junjor cowmanders of G Company to puch Lhrough
in force and exploit the penetretion that the co@bany comrander with one pla-
toon had nade. However, the cap did close behind the platoon very rapidly
ani it would have taken immeciate action and unususl couvrage to have kept this
route cpen, .
6th: Tre fallure of the T Co .any Commander to seize the oprortuuity

25,
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offered when he made his initial reconnaissance in;ffont of the company. If
this opportunity had been grasped it is very probable Phat a force of com-
pany ;trengtﬁ could have penetrated the enemy position and provided the wedge
by which the battalion could have taken the position much sooner. . A

7th: The failure of all units to practice counter-intelligence to the
utmost degree, and thus letting the enemy gain accurate knowledge of our
strength and dispositions,

Before passing to Lessons Learned, favorable mention must be mAde of
Captain Kelly's heroic stand at IL-POGGAILE. hile the entire force was lost,
the eneuy was forced to divert men and weapons from other positions to meet
this threat-~thereby allowing other units to gain a toehold at decisive points.
Mention should also be rade of F Company in 5aining a very small but tenaéious
toehold on FURCOLI Ridge. If measured in yardé the gain was small, but‘it did
allow them to deliver fire on the rear of some of the enemy positions.

It is écen that the success of the FURCCLI Battle and the FO VALLEY pur-
suits wus 5reatly'5ttributed to by the aggressive action of small unit leaders,
who, with indomitable courage, simply refused to be beaten.

In swiaing up the results of this action it 1s seen that the 2nd Battalion
349th Infantry, attacked and defeated an enem& of éuperior numbers at FURCOLI
RIDGl. &ven though the battalion had suffered heavy casualties in the action
they ~uickly reorcanized and started the historic drive through the PC VALLEY.
It fought and defeatzd elements of at least 13 German Divisions, killing
hundreds‘fnd taking thousands of prisoners,

It can be said that the battalion lived up to the name given to the
divisien by "Axds Sally", the German propaganda agent, who, early in the

I.aliun Campaign hac calied them "THZ 5IUE DLVILS".

LESSONS LuARNED

T Some of the lessons learned from this operation were:
1. Training: The fach :ust be recosnized that when a unit has been in
the lirnes for z long period of time and their efriciency has dropped beloﬁ
roruel, 1t can best be rastored by an intensive trainins period that stresses
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smell unit action over terrein similar to that over which the attack is to

be laurched.

2. Secrecy must be maintained at all costs, The least bit of relaxation
in counter-intelligence measures will give the ehemy the information that he
needs to make your task donbly difficult.

3. Leﬁdership: There is mo substitute for a good leader, and when they
become casuzlties previonsly trained personnel must take their.place in an

efficient and aggressive manner,

L. (nce z penetration or gap has been created in the enermy lines, com-
manders must take immediate zetion to exploit them: any hesitancy, and an alert
enemy will deny the op.ortunity offered you.

5, In attacking ¢ well-pre,ared, hewvily fortified nosition, the initial
attacking force must be strong enough to carry out your :ission. The practice

of holding the uajor portion of your courand in reserve will gererally lezd

to grexter casvalties and loss of time in taking the position,

6. vour recerve force should be uszo in Strencth to exploit an advantage
cained or to recain the initiative.

7. .ith the proper coordination and coopeiration of the fighting arms a
striing force can be ceveloped that ¢ven the most deternined enany canliot

hol?d in checx for lory .

¢, .uvantages can be ~ained by guick action on tLhe Lart of unit commdnders.

Lhe of tho ziarpies from thic jorogrraph is the action of Lt ol John e 1yon

in cuieiir orpandzing the snall tack force when the _letoon of tarks was attached

to hic but-alion,

)
1

ve  _ectore cun uo chunred in the widst of the pattle to cnnform to Lhe

zituceion as it develoos.
10, Werbel oriers: In vhe setion ac portrayed in thle wonograpzh, rearly all
orders, even thoee of ihe nicher unit coimancers, were veroules These ure en-
) ) 2
tirely sufficiert wu lony as they are claur, concise «n’ comnlete.
1l. It iv very necersury for the reserve units Lo <c¢ & thorough mopping-up

10 prevent vndue cusualties,to supply routes and other units moving up from

Lh. real,
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12. Keeping contact with the enemy is of the utmost importance. If you
keep a strong, aggressive contact it will not give him the opportunity to

get organized in ‘repared positions.
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