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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 2ND BATTALION, 349TH INFANTRY 
(88TH INF. DIV.) IN THE BREAKTHROUGH AND PURSUIT ro 

f THE' PO RIVER, 15-24 APRn. 1945 
(Personal experience of a Company Commander) 

INTRODUCTION 

This monograph Covers the operation o~ the 2nd Battalion, 349th Infantr,y 

(88th Infantry Division) in the attack of the German line at Furcoli ­
onte 

,l: rwn1ci, Italy, 16-18 AprU 194$, _the break through/ and the pursuit of 

the enemy to the Po River which was reaehed on 24 April 1945. 

To orient the reader proper~ I would like to return to the month of 

January 1945 and give a short resume ot the e.>ents that led to the final and 

decisive action ot the battalion that marked the turning pOint ot the Italian 
campaign. 

During the latter part of January 45, the battalion was in a position 


just east of Highway 65 near the town of Liverngino (See Map A). The per­


sonnel of the battalion at this time consisted of about fitty'per cent re­

placements most of whom had seen no offensive combat, having reached the 
.1. 

diVision too late to join in the action of the tall and winter 1944, in 


which during a 52-day period the division had suffered some 9000 casualties. 


The rest of the comrnand were veterans many of whom had nearly a year of com­

bat to their credit and who had returne9, to the battalion during the quiet 


months of December 44 and January 45. Since the stop of the drive in 44 the 


only offensive action of the battalion had been in patrols, but this had 

been nearly a nightly affair and in the opinion of t.his Writer that is or.e 

of the ~ost difficult types of action to engage in over a long period of 

time. Due to the condition of the troops the decision was ~de to pull the 

division fro~ the line for a short rest period, to be followed by a very in­

tensive training period, which was to stress small unit training Over the 

type of terrair. t hat the spring push would bring; this was done during the 

month of ~arch 1945. 
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At the close of the training period, 1 April 45, all units were ordered 
\ 

to black out, (Note: This consisted of removing the insignia from all cloth­

ing ,and equipment and of covering the bumper markings of all vehicles with a 

heavy coat of grease) and prepare to move back into the lines. 

On 2 April 1945 the 2nd Battalion was attached to the 9lst Infantry 

Division and moved into positions near BELLE FORMICHE (See Map A), the re­

mainder of the regiment being in reserve attached to the 34th Infantry 

Division. (1) 

The above mentioned move was purely a screening action to assist in de­

ceiving the enemy. Durine this period all of the Company Commanders of the 

regiment had an opportunlty to make an aerial reconnaiosance of the terrain 
" 

behind the ene~' lines over which the attack was to be launched, and on 12 

April the regiment was consolidated and moved into an assembly area near 

1:0NZUNO (See IJap B). 

FreId Order 1';0. 1, Headquarters, 349th Infantry, dated 11 April 1945, 

bave the plan of attack. The II Corps w:s to attack with 4 Divisions on 

line. The 34th Infantry Division on the right was .to, capture BOLOOI,TA, and 
\ 

the 9lst Infantry Division on the cent.er right waS to capture MT. ADOI1E. On 

the left the 6th South African Division was to seize 1~T. SCOLE, on the center 
.._....., .. ' ... 

left waS the e<3th Infantry Division 'who was attacking with two regiments . 

abreast, and or; the right. the 350th Inf~ntry was to capture the key terrain 
Cj 

feature of :',:ONT:~~LO::ICI. For t,he 34Sth Infantry a sector was indicated that 

i'/D.S bounded 0:1 thlO right by HCi·/!'ERUllICI and on the left by Highway 6620 (See 
Co, 

:':ap J). Th'e plan called forl:.ne jrd Batt.alion to lau!C.ch a company strength 

x'aid in feint to';.ard the town of VAOC, while the 1st Battalior. with F Company 

at"acl:ed W~:3 to atto.c;c the to'Nn of FU:lC'CLI, the high ridge inunediately to the 

north, and,the hiCh grounci to the west. After the leading companies had seized 

their initial ()bji;;ct,ives, F COilipany was to pas::: through, take the town of IL 

PvCG,I.IL;';;, continu,: t.he attack to the l~orth and capture the railroad to'.'Ifl of 

imZL;"d~G. Tile 2nd Dattalien initially in reserve, was to be used to expl?it 

(1) A-I, p. 1. 

4. 
[; '-, 
,-,' .....: 

http:PvCG,I.IL
http:lau!C.ch
http:forl:.ne


any penetration of the enemy lines. The regiment Vias to continue the attack 

to the north, and was to be pinched out some 4000 yards to the north. (2) 0) 

I 
ENEEY SITUATION 

The G-2 reports ha.d shown that there were still 25 Germe.n Divisions in 

Italy; while they were spread over a large front, the reserves were so dis­

posed that they could quickly be moved to meet any major attack. Irr~ediately 

in front of the 349th Infantry Vias the crack German 305th Infantry Division, 

one of the best that the enemy had on this front. They were old foes of the 

regiment and had proven many times how tough they were to oust from prepared 

positions. On these positions it was known that the enemy were living in 

heavily reinforced caves and dugouts that afforded almost co~plete pro-

tee\ion from artillery and mortar fire. Due to many patrols, air reconnais­

sance, etc., the enemy main line of resistance Was knovm to be an almo3t im­

pregnable barrier of mortar and machine gun fire; all possible approaches wer.e 

ruined, and the terrain favored a very strong enemy defense. (4) 

GE.OGRAPHICAL F:...ATURES 

Irunediately to the right of tne division sector lay the spire-shaped 

peak of 1iT. ADON"li:, which was to be taken by the 9lst Infantry Division. To 

the left lay tiT. SeCIl':, to be taken by the 6th 00uth African ~ivj.sion. ',:ith­

in the division sector lay the FUf~CCLI and lmNTERll.'ICI features, the key 

point of the German defenses. The terrain was well knowi
: to all units of the 

division, for during the winter the reginents had been so rotated th",t all 

of them had been in this sector. 

TEE 349TH INFAI;TRY LAUFCHt;S TH~ ATTACK 

On the night of 13 h.pril, the regiment moved froal their asse;.lbly po­

sition to an area in rear of the line of departure, relieving elements of 

the 168th Infantry, 34th Infantry Division. TheIst and 2nd Battalions, 

(2, 3) A-I, p. 2; (4) A-l, p. 4. 



less D, F and H Co:npanies, occupied the town of CADI GUILuTTA. D and H 

Companies were in positions from which they would support the attack. F 

Company had occupied a front line position and would remain there until 

such time as they were called upon by the 1st Battalion. The 3rd Battalion 

was in an assembly area just west of the to\m. (See ~rap B for all areas). 

It had been the practic~ for flUlny' nights for the artillery to lay dovm 

terrific barrages at different times during the night, in an effort to con­

fuse the enemy as to where and when the actual attack was coming. 

'At 2200 hours, 15 April, the front erupted with a flaming roar. Ar­

tillery, tanks, tank dl.'stroyers and all available weapons poured thousands 

upon thousands of shells into the enemy positions. (5) ~ven the .50 cuHber 

:nechine guns had been brought up, ewplaced and manned by kitchen personnel 

and were used ir. this bar..'age. 

'\j Later Fris who -.Jere taken, some of whom were vetertinz of t·he "frican 

Campaign, reported that the barrage was one of t, he most i"t ense that they 

had ever been under; but due to the fact that one of the 1st rlattalion Com­

panies moving to a fOr¥:ard aseelllbly area prior to tho; barrc:ge had been seen 

when they crossed an exposed area, the ene~y correctly interpreted that an 

attack was about to begin, and even as the first shells fell, they were in the 

shelter of their caves and foxholes. (6) 

At 2230 hours the -Infantry crossed the line of departure. iihile the 

3rd Battalion launched a company strength attack in ~ feint to the left, the 

1st battalion attacked their o~jectives. Alert-and vi~tuully unharmed by 

the barrage vlhich had !'lot penetrated their deep caves, the KtiAUTS had 

ir..mediate1y reoccupied their defer.sive !,os1tions and opened up with machine 

guns and ::-:ortars, coverip;; it all with a bla.nket of flares that m<.de the 

terrain as lig~t as cay. 

1111 of the co;::panies of the 1st. 13attaljon fought terrific battles 

durinE the nisht and db.] of -th~ 15 and 16 April, but failed to fain their 

( t: \ . 1
;)) .1- , ;:-. 3j (6) '::'cc..':.e:r.ent from :1e,s:i..mental 5':'2, :.:ay 1S-/~5. 
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objectives. Duril1l; the day on 16 April, t.he reserve company was committed 

and manage~ to eain the objective of Company B, but"were so weakened by 

casualties with both flanks exposed to murderous fire that they were un­

able to hold their position ar,ainst the inevitable counter attack that 

carne. They were ordered to pull back to the east side of the hill during 

the night. (7) 

THE 2r\D BATTALION ENTl!:as THE i.eTION 

The first action of any 2nd IiaJ.tD,1ion personnel in this attack was in 

t.he initial attack wave. To later a~sist them in moving thru anti-personnel 

_:ine fields that were breached or gapped by the 1st B9.ttalion, F. Company 

had attached a taping teao, (Note: men to lay white engineer tape), consist­

ine of J men from their communication section, to B Company. In the first 

mortar barrage that the enemy laid down, these lIlen were eeriously injured 

dnd had to be evacuated. n '/ 
Field Order No.2, dated @ April 1945, returned F Company to the 2nd 

Battalion and order~d the battalion to pass throu~h elemente of the 1st Bat­

talion, v/ith the mission of seizing 11 POGGAlLE and 1E B:lAlt{E. (See l'':ap B). 

At 2200 hours the 2nd Battalion jumped off. (8) 

Company F I'ii:i.S chosen to lead the aUack ~r.d was t~iven the mission of 

to.ki nc La:. BriAli~l:: o.nrl. capl'llrin; or destroying all the enemy on this position. 

l'hey 'Nere to ,?roceed to FURCOLI and fron there were to follow an old oxcart 

trail tho.t led to th'? objective. F Company moved off in c. column of platoonz 

.'lith the 1st platoon leiicin.s, followed by the 3rd and 2nd in that order, 

with the 4th platoon still in their original positions supporting the attack. 

"lChe company r.,,)ved ::... nto the to";n. of FU3.C'::iLI and around t he eastern edge with­_ 

out opposition and prot;ressed sorre 200 yards beyond the town. 

·,.hen the colu:nn halted, the company commander, movirie; forward, four.d 

that the leadirlt; ;Jlatoon was at a trail junction that dici not shOl,{ on the 

map, and the platoon iea:-1er was undecided as to which was the correct trail.' 

(7) ;"-1, p. 5; (8) /i.-I, p. 6. 
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The cor:lpany commar.der moved out in front of t.he colunm some 100-150 yards 

and detennined that the right trail was the one that was wanted. During 

this, reconnaissance the company conunandel' was unhampered by the enemy which, 

in the light of what followed, was most unusual. The company moved down 

the ri£ht trail and had advanc~d approximately lOG yards when a red flare 

followed by a gret!n arched overhead. Immediately enemy machine guns to the 

front and flanks opened up, and almost before the flares had burned out the 

whole colWlU1 was lll1der a heavy mortar barrage. The first burst of enemy. 

fire had killed the lead scout and a man from·the leading squad. The 1st 

platoon deployed along both sides of the trail and attempted to move forward, 

but forward movement was impossible. In tjis action the platoon suffered 

several casualties, among whom was th~ platoon leader. Turning the 1st pla-:­

toon over to the ,e:':ecutive officer to try and continue the attack, the Com­

par~ conilllander, after callint; for mortar fire, led the other two platoons 

in a flanking :l!Ov I3;:lent to the left. Following the route that he had been 

over in his earlier reconnaissance, the attack moved off and progressed 

approximately 100 yards, when again the red and [,re~n ,flares car'1e up, and 

a5i:1in the i:J.11rdero1)s bilrra~e came down on the co:,pany causing heavy casualties. 

'1\1e enemy positior. seemed to be all around a.nd the flankin~ fire could not 

0<': avoided. Thc:sc j)la.too!ls along vlith the 1st platoon on the rii:;ht made 

three :::ore coorciin",ted c:.ttacks ag::dnst these positions, but were unable to 

dislod[t~ the enemy. 

\J To effect w. r~orgc:.n::_z:.;.tion the co;apany withdrew to the eastern edGe of 

n!ii.CvL2:. ',~i'ter t!-;z. rcor6fj,nizC:l.tion was cunpleted, the Corf.;>o.ny commander took 

<.i. reir:.:orccd plutcc':l <.l.n:5. scaled a. small cliff in the :'8ar of the battered 

tOWl~, c:'<hllin,:::; c..;_)Y':)xi:n",t01y 100 yards.' ~'he platoon 'II:~S able to surprise 

8, 
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AS !<' Company '1/0.5 reorgani~ing, G Company war; preparing to launch an 

attack against 1L PlGGIALE, which if gained would give the battalion a po­

sition from which fire could be delivered into the .rear of the Gerr.,an-held 

Hill. (10) 

Led by the platoon leader, the lead platoon afv6nced. dOI'fly workinc. 

their way throueh int~rlockiTlE bands of machine gun fire, while: all the ,tin~e 

the red und gre(;:n flc.res l\ere overhead cCl1ling do.m the ever :)refent l'":lortar 

fire. i'iht:n the compar,y corrunander with the ;;.ain body of the compan,'l atte,,,),-,ted 

to, advance, the enemy fire reached its peak and it ;'/as virtually a hail of 

steel raining down on the unprotected troops. ;:~fter sufferinG he.s.vy casualties 

the CO:rlpany COl':"Jllander ordered the main body of the troop to .rithdraw, while 


he moVed forllard to reorCanize the 1st platoon. (ll) 


Leading the platoon in an assd-ult that virtu&lly powered i LS WiJ.Y over 


and through the IJositions, the ;.-,latoon rt:i.lched :l.ts objective und seized the 


house at IL ?CGGI,I1E, taking prisoner four Gerrr.an aid :::en who were uslnL: 


the house for an aid station. (12) Though thi~ att~ck was successful ~nd 


made the first penetration of the enemy lines, the force soon found that 


they were cOIllvletely surrounded b;r the enemy. They had made the penetration, 


but an alert enemy had irJl1ediutely closed the tap behinci therr,. The COi'lpany 


commander" realizing the precariousnecs of his position and unable to recch 


any one in the co:np",ny radio net, dispatched a runner, who was ::uccessful 


in reaching the F Corr,?any CP just prior to daybreak. [,fter givinr; the o:::'al 

lllessagehe was deliVering, he also r~~orted that G Co:!;:!any k.d sever&l 

seriously wounded neon, .:nd th:,t along thA route thOit the,), hild follo7i8G in 

reaching the objective were a ntllftber of r.:en in De<:ld of f',ea:'ci.il ottentio::. 

The F COfi.pany CCI:~~~c..n~er, after refort':'ng the above uEntioned :!,eSS2SE'. 

to thE: Battalion ::;O,';;liilK'er, requested mortar fire for Lhe tra;n;:;c trool'S. 

This request was zranted, and that niGht and :'he follo';linE-~ :3.flY the b&tt&liol. 

"lortars poured hundreds of rounds of ",ort.::.r into VIi:; cU",.'3. on known cner.lY 

positions ir, an atte:n.pt to relieve the pre:::sure O!1 the surrounded :lien. 

(10, 11) n-l, p. 7; (12) h-l, p. 7. 
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~hortly after daybreak F Co:npcmy dispatched two \'lire men with assault 

~dre to try and establish com:aunication with the men at 1L ~)0GG,~IU. The 

men were able to get approximately 200 yards, \'/hen sniper fire Viounded one 

of the men and forced them to withdraw. 

In nn atteJ11,pt t.o reach the wounded men the Battalion 1;edical ...dminis­

trative Officer with two aid men and two litter teams volunteered to bO 

into 	the en~my position. ',lith a cessation of our own mortar and artillery 

fire 	and protected only by a large white flag vlith a red cross, prominently 

displayed, they moved toward the entrapped men. The enemy ob",erved the 

sign 	of the Geneva ConvGntion and did not fire on this party. Eowwer, as 

soon 	as they entered the enemy li-nes they were taken prisoner and irr.rr.edi<-.teJ y 

t a ken t 0 the en!;)my compO-ny .heaaq11.:J.rJers. h once -" •. ,azur e D8,.' 3. .:Lon· + . t T t" ( th 1 t' J' 

MAC; tried to convince the enemy corc.pany co;.mander thc..t, they ShOllld be re­

leased and allowed to care for our ','/Ounded. fi.fter MUC'1 discussion it i'12.S 

&.8reed that the~' cOl11d ret urn to t heir own line 0 with 'Nha t '/murYled ucn 

they 	could tak0 with thE-r.l, if the G~rr.1i1n aid r:"en held by Gdpto.in ::cl1y (G 

Co;r;pany Commander) \';ere <.1J.:30 rtleased. Lt. j',.azur, under EU2.rd, was f:.1Ken 

to IL PCGGA1L..!. 1:.0 confer with Ca[.>t.ain telly on this arranze:'1ent. "hen 

first told of this, C:atain Kelly, :mowing the Horking of the C;cr.~,[;,n ;:,ind 

;o;~s reluctant to i:l.rree, but lmoHin2: [,lOW much our o·,m r~cm needed :;-;edical 

uttention WlC beint.,ore anYiOl~S to help t,hen than for his own safety, he 

~gre0d to the exchdl~e. :-:i3 hopes hd.c' ue en that he could hold out until 

darkness fell and then e.;.'fect a Hithdrawal. "'ie shall s.;;e wh~t the Ger:::ans 

hac in 1:1ind when they ',.ere 80 a,r>.xious to get their own rr.en, and .,hy Captc:.in 

Kelly hesitated to '-'cree. (13) 

Throut~h the>.:..} th,,; [f,en fror:; G Co:-:;xwy had poured ~ire into the rever::e 

slope of l;ill 427 ccr:d FL'!-:.C('LI rLf~e. Vt.l:".e,able to fi:!"c fro:! their rear 

many of the r.raut::;,;ere ,-'orced to ·..lithdru\,/ and more t'-;~n twenty of th~m ,,;ere 

killed \~hile frantically sc~king: r.ew co';er. '; he tmerr.y had pourer! contil"'.uous 

(13) 	Stateraents to ,.elf by l.t. :-c.zur nnd G C0. ::.<:n r:cc.::.:,tured, ',,;1':;,.1 
:1..945. 
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from rnortaring the .house becasue of their own aid men in the roofless build­

ing. At noon thE'. enem.v counter attacked,\firine into windows and. doors. They 

surro~ded the building, calling upon the Americans to surrender. Capta~ 

Kelly refuseci, urging the men to beat the enemy off. Hurline their la$t gre­

nades, the men !'o!'c~d the en~rr.y to vlithdraw leaving fifteen dead and many 

wotmded around the house. It was at this poi~t that Captair" Kelly made the 

decision towithdrdw tmder the cover of darkness. It was only a few hours 

later that Lhc exchan(;EI of prisoners was made, and it was a very short time 

later that the ene;::.y mortared the· p·oaition. The hOllse was roofle:::s, and from 

three sides mortar Ghells were lobbed into the structuN. l'l nUl:lber of the men 

were ~founded and sev(.ral were killed, but still they failed to surrender. 

Just prior tc dark, a shell landed in tho rOQm where Captain t:elly was s!;.anding, 

rr.orta1ly wounding h:LT.. Later in the nigh~, out of ammunition and with only 

a handful of ~n left, the ~latoon leader surrendered to the enemy. (14) 

During the latter part of the night, 16 April, E Co~pany had launched 

an att.ack against II. l~CGGAILL, but the attack was not .successful, and by the 

time the compa-v had reorganized, daylight was at hand and an attack of CO:tl­

pany strength was out of the question. 

During the day of 17 April, F CO;llpany had called for an air strike on 

the enemy positions directly to their front, but due t.o the direction that 

the planes would have had to make their run and the close proximity of the 

friendly troops to the enemy position, the mission could r.ot be carried out. (15) 

Frc:r. positions secured the niE,ht before, F Con.pany ;~<J.s able to ~rine 

automatic rifle on tb.; r-e£:.r of SO;;le of th., enemy positions and succeeded' in 

silencing tV{O of them. (16) 

Field Crder Ho. J, dated 17 ii.pril, ordered the 2nd Battalion to continue 

the attack, secure Hill" 375 and 403 (See I.:ap B), )Vhile the 3rd Batr.<:.lion Vias 

to clear VP.DO and the ;U2ZAXC., ridge. For forty-eight r.our::: the lains hed been 

measured only in yards. FUi.i.COLI !-GidCe was partially occupied by F and B Gom­

panies. The only real-cnetration, if it could be called that, had been made 

(14) A-l, p. 8; (15, 16) J.ye witness, .:::elf. 
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by G CO;dpany '-It. IL PCGGAI.L.E. (17) 

The battalion p1:u; for the attack was for F Cornpany to pullout of 

V:eir positions, si'dnt.; to the riGht and traverse an anti-personnel mine 

field some 400 yards in depth, in an attempt to seize'all of FURCOL! Hidee 

and the ne~rby to'.m of ~'i3H"IK.c;. A~ the same time G Go::';:,any vlith a platoon 

of L1achine [uns attac1Nd was to rass t.hrough the old F Cor.1pany position and 

,lOrk aloni.~ the NVGne slope tOilard H)LITERmiICI. Corr.pany E, along with K 

Co:npany '/las to slvoep the ;lUZZrtNO £ddge tc the high ground beyond. 

'~'he mine field that F Com;Jany ','k.S Lo attack throueh covered the road 

anli th8 o.p: ·ro::..ches to the ;,~O:'l';Xi.ULICI positions. It.. consisted chiefly of 

tl1<2 ':::tJrman Shu :d.nes, -{rith some Stoltz mines in the Jrass along the road. 

il ~d.t.h th:'O'l,:;h t he mine field had been cleared and mo.rked with white engi­

Le"r ta)e for d di::;tar'.ce of [.bout 10C ::ard::; by CO~Jpany B, ot:lfore they were 

forced t,e ~vithdr~~~. 

I· -Coc,-,j'Ci!'.Y, -lit-h u strenGth of 0.~out 75 raen,mnven out in a sinGle file, 

.. ith th:.: CO';Xl;~~r ,C":~.:3!ldc~r lcadbc,. They ;~roi.~ressed r:.qicly to the end of 

';as out of the 

-j 1, 
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" r~inforc8" squad ,{.:J.s sent to the left to l'/ipe 0ut some c.::.ve posi tioJ;s 

th",t covered t.he iJ.pproaches. A few minutes later th<;: rp.:ot of the cOI::puny, 

\'Iell d(;plo,Yed, \It:nt over the top of the bluff. The .2qu....d that Vlent to the 

left surpric'Jd Oor~~e Krauts that were not alert, and, tuok over fort:l 6nc;.!y 

frol.\ t:l~~e ~o:]i~i()ns. ;.ith the pressure thus relieye~, it' wa.s onl,Y <l :::e:.tkr 

of minutes uni.,il the comp&ny had c.'ven'1m the rest of the position:' ~lnri :.:;;.< 

Goalpany G SucceE.ded in \'Iorl:ini~ llOfJg the reverce slope of t..he ric[:e ilnd 

in so dOice .:'.lso caI'lturec.i some forty prisoners. 

Shortly after dawn, the 2nd ;;attalion !?attle i'atrol (lioj~e: Thi s \·;[~S .:J. 

{.;roup of wen traif\c:d especially for di.f"icult jobs, p;.,rticularl:r patrols, 

but used in this op;ration as an as:~ault force), att",cked tIle ':'.:ist:Jrn slope 

or dill 1..27. 1\ tan:~ tho,!. hac cur.e up on the ni£:ht of 16 r.]Jril, anr) th~ only 

one that h3.Q been ablu to get through the mine fields until now, waG cblc 

to £ive the Battle i"atrol close supporting fire in their attack. The ,lJutrol 

had to work throuCh d. mine fieLi to reach their obje.'cti're, but t-lis ";;;.,'2 c:oLe 

with no casu3.1ties, ':iit~'l thr;; tank fire keeping the enemy ~n theil' ho::'co;. '[),s 

fire, rushed tlJ(~ fjosj tion, and forced tlie eneqy out of t.heir ;-lOlec, kil:U LG 

L<.~;,"n alll1'J"t ·{iitl-.out l'e~;j.sLal:ce, with only a few round." of swall ar;,.s fire 



After withstanding repeated a::lsuults and massed artillery fires for over 

forty-eight hours the German lines had split wide open. . (19) 

The battalion c~~der quick to seize this opportunity, ordered F Com­

pany to move for the regimental objective. E Company, who had been sweeping 

the NUZZANO Ridge was to drive forward and get abreat of F. G Company, badly 

depleted in strength, vias to follow in reserve. The opposition was now com­

pletely gone, and by 1200 hours the battalion had reached and secured the 

regimental objective. Reorganization was completed, with the battalion em­

placed to defend against a counter attack. 

In searching out the enemy rear areas, it Was found that the enemy had 

prepared positions that were bomb-proof. The railroad that ran throu6h the 

middle of their sector passed through several mountains, resulting in many 

tunnels, some of which vlere several miles in length. Their engineers had con­

structed alternate baffle walls at each end of the tunnel, each wall beins 

several feet thick, .,hich prevented even a direct fire weapon fror:l penetrating 

the tunnels. These !)ositions were well lighted, and were used for supply dwnps, 

kitchen areas, aid stations and small hospitals, in which there were a nwnber of 

enemy wounded. 

As called for in the original plans, the regiment ;~as pinched out at this 

point by the )51st Infantry on the right and the 6th South African Division on 

the left. 

At 10JO hours, 18 April, the battalion was ordered to ~'Iithdra'll to the 

vicinity of i..ONZUhU, near their old as::;embly area. As the first part of the 

return march ,;as throueh the heart of the old German battle position, it Vias 

easi to See why it had bt:en such a "tough nut" to crack. Every dravl, ridge 

anu reverse slope hau bt;:en covered by well prepared !-,ositions, and. it was almost 

impossible for an attacking i'orce to move a::ainst it t.ithout beinG exposed to 

fire frow sevtral of the positions. 

The battalion haG suffered severe casualties in takinb Lhese ?ositions. 

~19) A-I, p. 11. 
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COjnpar~- E had the least with only about fifteen enlisted men being wounded. 

Con:panies G an.d F \'jere both ha.rd hit, G Company losing -every oif~cer in the 

com~"~ ~~d approxLuately fifty eriListed men. F Cmupar~ had lost about forty 

enlisted men ~~d all of the officers except the compw-~ co~~~der and-the 

weapons platoon leader. L~ spite of the high casualties, the battalion ~~d 

inflicted at least a three-to-one loss on the enemy. 

Shortly before dark on the vening 18 April, the battalion reached the 

entrucking point and at once fell out to grab the opportunity of a few hours 

rest, "jhila the trucks which were to take them to their new area were being 

brought up. 

A BREAK FDR THE ENEMY 

I would like to ex.plain here an incident tha.t was a decided break for 

the enen~. As explained before, the division had been blacked out and moved 

from sector to sector in an attempt to confuse the enemy intelligence agencies. 

Some ,nonths before when one of the regiments had been in the FURCOL! sector, 

one of their patrols had engaged an ene~ patrol. In the resulting fire fight 
I 

one of ow' men had lost a helmet, on which was painted the division insignia. 

Approximately a Vieelt before the division launched the ;>pring attack, an enemy 

patrol had found the helraet and returned it to their intelligence persormel, 

who decided tlley were faced by the 88th Division. Knowing that it vias a 5th 

Army policy to thrQ\/ this unit into the tougher sectors, they throug:: sheer 

luck, deduced that this was to be one of the main efforts, and so Vlere able to ... 
rtlinforce their j)ositions at this decisive point. (20) 

Several day:> lat.l3r tolO PVis 'Nere -c.aken from the G-~ section of the German 

65th Infantry Division Headquarters. ',:hen questioned separattJly they revealed 

a.,ide and accurate kno·.lledge of the disposition of the American troops prior 

to the jump-off. Both agreed that it was the break tilroUEh scored by the 349th 

Infantry thatmade it impossible for them to hold IlT. AOOrm and 1:0NTERR.u!'~CI, 

thus splittinb the carefully prepareu positions and causing a large scale with-

drav,al to be started. (21) 

(2J) statement froJ;~ hegiwental 3-2 anti S-3 to Self in April 1945; (21) A-1, p. 12. 
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MOVE AND RlOC>RGANlZATION OF THE 2ND BATTAUON 

The battalion entrucked on the night of 18 April to move to their new 

area,' and by early morning 19April, the move had been completed. They were 

now in assembly area near the town of VERGATO (See Map A), resting and reor­

ganizing. G Company officers had to be completely replaced. F Company was 

also badly in need of more of1'icers, and to make the problem more difficult 

the ,other battalions of the regiment had suffered heavy officer casualties. 

F Company was given one officer from the battalion heavy weapons company, one 

from the battalion headquarters company, and one from the regimental service 

company. Both'F and G Companies received approximately twenty enlisted men, 

from the regim~ntal replacement pool. All companies were fed hot meals, wea­.... 

pons were cleaned and equipment replaced, and by the late afternoon of 19 

April, the battalion was ready to go again, to resume the offensive while the 

enemy was still disorganized. 

THE J.~RCH TO THE PO VALLEY 

On the night of the 19 April, the .battalion moved. by" truck to LAMA (see 
\ 

Map A), and on the morning of 20 April started the march into the mountains, 

following the 351st Infantry at 1000 yards. 

The column moved rapidly, passing through LA TORRE and LA GUNE (see MapA), 

and when daiYn broke, the regiment was moving down the.last foothills leading 

into the PO VAlLEY and at0900hours~ 21 April, entered the valley proper. 

Visualize, if you can, what it meant to these battle weary veterans to 

see the luil~'s and lules of level terrain stretching in front of the.IJ. It was 

the first time since arriving in combat 
\. 
that they would be engaging the 

enemy on even terl;is; it was no wonder that everyone \Vas anxious to again en-

gage'the en~ and show them what would happen when the tactical advantage 

was not theirs. 

THE 2ND BATTALION Dr THE PURSUIT THROUGH THE PO VALIEY 

Shortly after eeaching the valley the regiment was given a sector and 

'committed. Field Order No.4, dated 21 April, gave the direction of attac.k 
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as due North with the miss!on of reaching the PO RIVER with all possible 


speed. (22) 


The regiment was to attack with two battalions abreast, 2nd Battalion 

on the right. The ~d Battalion uas attacking with two companies abreast, G 

Company being in reserve. 

In the late afternoon, 21 April, the 2nd Battalion was approximately one 

mile short of Highway 9. They were to attack at 2000 hours, cut Highway 9, 

swing west to CASTEL FRANCO and again north along a canal to the town of S. 

GIOVANNI. When Highway 9 was reached, F Company "llaS to send one platoon due 

north and wipe out an ene~ strong point east of S. GIOVANNI. (See Map D for 

route of advance). 

As the battalion ,moved off in the attack, F Company, on "the right of the 

battalion, vias met by "Burp" Gun" fire from a canal bank to their rieht front. 

When met by this fire, the right platoon immediately deployed. ilith one squad 

. wading and swimming the canal to get on the enemy flank, the platoon c~osed 

in, and in a matter of minutes cleaned out the eneI~, destroying thr~e gun 

positions, tilling four and wounding two of the gunners. The company hardly 

slowed down during the attack. The reserve platoon was brought up and replaced 

the platoon that had been in action. That platoon was moved into reserve. 

The batt:llion quickly cut Highway 9 and swung Vlest toward CASTZL FRANCO, 

which had already fallen to another divis:i:on. The battalion encountered no 

resistance along the high,;ay, and soon had passed through CAST!!.'!. FiUNCO and 

swung north along the canal. 

The canal banks were some thirty feet higher than the rest of the ter­

rain, and at ~he top the enemy had prepared spider type foxholes all along 

the bank. At the bottom they had prepared reinforced dugouts to protect them 

against air bombarrunent. 

The battalion moved north from CASTEL FRA~CO·in a colwnn of compani~s, 

1" Company leading. For the first 2000 yards no enemy were encountered, but 

(22) A-l, p. 13. 
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at this point the leading company came under fire from two automatic Ileapons, 

a lucky burst frOITI one of thelli killing a squad leader and one of his men. 

In the darkness the enemy position could not be located. The lead platoon 

of Company F was ueployed alone tht:l top of canal and opened up in the ",eneral 

dirt:lction of the enemy with all wt:lapons. This had the desired effect and 

the enemy gunnt:lrs withdrew. The l~ad co~pany again moved out, but the rate 

of march was reduced so that all of the holes could be searched. No further 

enemy were encountt:lred and the battalion reached their objective, where they 

stopped for the night. As F Company moved iilto tht:lir a:osembly area, a message 

was received from the platoon that had moved due north from Highway 9, stating 

that they had encountered stronger enemy than expected and had suffered a feu 

casualtit:ls and were no longer aole to advance. Another platoon of F Company, 

reinforced by a section of light machine guns was sent to assist in taking care 

of this problem and did so in good shape. 

The battalion h&d been in this assembly area for three hours when the 

order was received to continue the attack immediately. At 0300 hours the 

battalion again moved out, E Company leading, fo110\1ed by G and then H Company. 

Company F still was sbort two platoons and the company lias left behind and 

instructed to regain contact with the battalion as sonn as possible. 

During the morning of 22 April, the Oattalion wa~ joined by 5 tanks and 

.3 tank destroyers. Lt Col John W. Lyon, the battalion commander, ordered the 

lead platoon of E Company to get aboard the tanks. Climbing aboard the lead 

tank, Lt Col Lyon started the force north to,jard the town of DEC~ (see Hap D), 

;',hich \ias just to the left of the battalion sector. 1.s they neared the to.'iO 

which ,Ia:; on their left, they weI'" fired upon by eneJay tanks, which were in 

the shelter of the buildings. The small task force attempted to rjithciraVl sO 

they could ccntinue on th~ir principal mission, that vf reaching the PO RIV~ 

','Iith all possible speed. ~he determineu enemy would not permit this l:18.neUVer 

and opened up ,jith all ',Ieapons, which Vias later found to be a company, reinforced 

18. 
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with 	tanks and self-propelled guns. (23) 

Since the battalion was once again consolidated, i~ was decided to 
1 

launch an attack even though the enemy was out of the sector. E Company, 

supported by Company H, launched an all-out attack against the town. The 

Germans fought fanatically and it became necessary to employ G Company around 

the left flank. The fight was short, but very very bitter, and one platoon 

of E Company had to engage the eneaw in hand-to-hand combat to destroy them. 

Squad leaders in this action showed a great deal of initiative in maneuver­

ing their squads against enemy strong- points, and as always.it was a compi­

lation of small unit action that crushed this determined en~ in a very short 

time. There Here over forty enemy killed in this action, more than twice that 

number wounded, and. one enemy tank destroyed." 

The battalion had pressed the attack to the north edge of the town and 

was reorganizing when the order was received extending their sector several 

hundred yards to the west. During the reorganization, enemy artillery began 

falling I/ith uncanny accuracy on the battalion positions causing several 

casualties. It soon became apparent that someone close at hand was directing.,. 

the artillery fire. Several small patrols were dispatched to seacch all of 

the nearby houses. However, it befell the lot of an alert company clerk to 

discover the enel~ in the upper story of a house in the center of the company 

positions. ~ith~ut hesitation the clerk moved in on the observer and took 

him prisoner and almost ~wnediately the fire ceased to fall on th~ position. 

After'the reorganization was completed, the battalion again moved off, 

with the PANAHO RIVER as their intermediate objective (See :':ap D). During 

the rest of the daylight hours, only very light resistance was met, and as 

Jarkness fell they changed from a deployed formation to a colwnn of companies, 

which /ireatly facilitated control a~d speeded the movement. ­

l'he battalion r.Jade excellent time and had only one more brush with the 

enemy. Ti1is \'/as a short encounter in which E Company took 6 officers and 72 

(2.3) 	 ;:;ye witness, Self: statement froIn Battalion Commander, April 1945. 
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enlisted men prisoner and at 2400 hours the battalion pulled up on the banks 

of the PANARO. (24) 

THE FINAL DRIVE TO THE PO RIVER 

It was during the next thirty hours that the 349th Infantry unleashed 

the full might of its power, striking to the i~orthJfirst in ·one direction 

and then another. The whirlwind pace was maintained in a smashing attack 

that carried the regiment a distance of more than twenty miles to the PO RIVER, 

netting 8,785 prisoners and bringing to death many hundreds of the enemy. (25) 

In this action the 2nd Battalion was accredited with 5000 of the prisoners 

and approximately 1000 of the enemy dead. 

Although la~ge numbers of the enemy Gave up without a fight, it was far 

from being a mass .surrender. A majority of the enemy fought with the fanaticiSlll 

of old, only to be overwhelmed by the combined weight of infantry, tanks and 

planes. 'Workin~ in perfect coordination they swept· through town after town 

(see Map D for route of march), leaving a wake of burning tanks and vehicles, 

shattered buildings and enemy dead. An endless stre~ pf prisoners flowed 

to the rear, and when the regiment pulled up on the banks of the PO RIVER in 

the early morning hours of 24 April, it was to look back upon the scene of 

death ruld destruction that spelled the end of organized German resistance in 

ITALY. (26) 

It ';/as alniost a:o if you could t.:eel the war dr!lwing to a close. It seemed 

humanly impossible for an army that had lost the men and equipment and was in 

such a state 'of disorder and rout as this enemy was, to ever again offer an 

organized resistance. 

I WOUld. like at this tillle to give credit to the 57th Fighter Squadron 

and any other aircraft that raight have par,ticipated in this action. Time after 

time the fighter bombers pulled the ground troops out.of tight situations. 

l,ith the fluid situation existing that this action had turned into, it was 

(24, 25, ~6) A-l, p. 18. 
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Only to be expected that all units had exposed flanks and could not properly 

protect them, and on a number of occasions were caught by surprise; but each 

time they would giv.e "Rover Joe" (Note: name given to the Air Corps Liaison 

Officer) a call and here would come the P-47 I s, sometimes bombing and strafing 

within 200 yards of the leading troops. The accura~y of the aircraft was, 

uncasmy. There Viere literally hundreds of houses and barns that had been 

bombed or strafed and were left burning, but not one time was one observed that 

there was not an enemy installation .in or near the building. Such excellent 

cooperation and coordination cannot fail to subdue an enemy, even though superior 

in numbers. 

ay 0800 hours, 24 April, the 2nd Battalion had crossed the PANOHO RIVER, 

a stream that is narfow but very deep and swift. The advance of the battalion 

had been so rapid that har.dly any .engineer equipment was available, but an 

alert engineer procured rubber boats and the battalion crossed in these. 

Civilians on each bank assisting pulled the boats across the river by. the use 

of ropes. 

As the day dawned there was nothing to indicate that it Vias to become 

the most hectic and exciting day in the history of the battalion. Leadership 

proved that it is the grl!atest requirement of all commanders. We also were 

to find that with the proper coordination and cooperation of the fighting arms 

we were invincible. 

After crossing the PANARO, the battalion advanced to the town of 1::1\S51\ 

FINALESE (see Map D), where they were joined by a platoon of tanks, four tank 

destroyers, a platoon of the division. reconnaissance troop and ','Rover Joe". 

The battalion comr:ander, seizing the opportunity that the armor offered, 

ordered Company G to board the tanks and the tank destroyers. On the lead 

tank, LT COL LYON he~ded the task force riue Nor~~, driving for the PO RIVER. 

The task force moved very rapidly, bypassing many snlall groups of the enemy, 

the co-axial guns of the tanks anJ the riflemen on the d~cks firing while 

the tanks were movinG. They li~erally blasted their way along the roads, un­

til they reached the vicinity of the VIA DELLE DUCllliSSIS road junction. Here 
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it was to prove t.t-.at the decision of the battalion commander to send the armor 

aheud was a master stroke. 

The task force wa.s brought under fire by some German self-propelled 88' s. 

One of our tnnks WdS hit and put out of action. The infantry deployed from the 

tanks und moved forward with them. The enemy self-propelled guns proved to be 

an outpost for an enemy regiment ill bovouac. The outpost was overrun, and the 

force crashed throuch into the bivouac proper. The Germans were completely 

surprised by the appearance of the iUlleric::ms in this area and were thrown into 

a. wild state of confusion. Thl::1r leuders lost cor.trol, \ and by the hundreds 

they fled into the nearby fields to Lu.ke cover in the irrigation ditches. :.lany 

of them rd.urnt)d the fi1'0 poured upon them but were vlild and s;>oradic in their 

shootinc. rl battalion of eneqy field i:irtillerJ in the <.:.reo. did r:l~J.£e to get a. 

fer; guns into action, but their sroot.ing was so ;dld that it was no hinderance 

to the &:dv<lncing tro·oos. (27) 

The idr COl')J[; Lb.:! son jeep v:aS ccntacted and they in turn contacted a 

flight of f-47 , S wl1ich W(~re nearby. Sudc:.en~, above the noise of battle there 

was a snarlil"1g wh:i no;; overh0ad. Five ;)lanes broke out of the sun a.nd swept, t!1e 

battl.;field. itt the sicht of the i'iir;iiliar white star, the Il'.en of COf:lpL:.:1Y G 

wa.ved their hellaets. In ans.ver the leuding plane dipped his wings, banked, 

turned, und "it11 :;~chine guns blazinG streated down on the enemy position•. In' 

quick succession, five thunderbolt::> made passes over the Gennans. Vehicles ex­

jJloded and burned; men ar.d horses were thrown into the air like dolls as the 

planes bcl.;.bed and strafed, SOt!1eti:lles only a fel. hundred yards ahead of the ad­

v~ncinL troops. (26) 

G Co...p2.!'Y (luickly overran the re:uair.ing enemy resistance. Cue company of 

Go::r:.1~n5, t,akinl:. shelter in c. <;;l'OUp of houses, W01S en[aged by a platoor. from 

the CO;;ipb.r.y. Fift.;,- c,f them ~~erf:: killed and over one hundred captured in a short 

hi t ter fiGht. 

<,.s could be ey..pected, there were hur.dr-cds of the enemy escaped; however 

(27) A-I, v. 20; (2~) A-l, p. 20. 
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some two hundred were killed and over four hundred taken prisoner. The majority 

of those that escaped were later rounded up by the rest of,the battalion. 

\'/hile this action was taldng place" the rest of the battalion was moving 

forward on foot with E Company leading. Just north of MASSA FINALESSE E Com­

pany was brought under fire by a croup of Krauts that had been bypassed. One 

platoon was sent after them and" after killing a number of them, returned with 

several prisoners. 

;'hile E Company was taking care of the above enemy" F Company had pushed 

into the lead. Near I.E MAGNANINE (se"e 1<:ap D), sounds of firing were heard. As 

the company neared the town, it was discovered that elements of the division 

reconnaissance force were pinned down by an enemy of superior numbers. F Com­

pany deployed on a wide front and worked towar9 the ene~ strong points. The 

enemy resisted bitterly, but were soon overcome by the advancing tro~ps. It 

was a short bitter fight, cha.racterized by individual and decisive action, on 

the part of the squad leaders. After the first positions were wiped out" the 

ener.~" cam.:; forward by the score with hands raised. A few refused to quit and 

were quickly disp~tched by the advancing troops. (29) 
., 

The type of action as described in the above paragraphs was typical ail 

during the day as th~ battalion drove to the PO RIVER. Individual unit action 

could be mentioned al.I;~ost without end. The enemy in front of the battalion 

simpl:,- could not stand u£:dinst the onrUShing might of infantry, armor and air. 

The situation .....as very fluid, and any and all methods were used to advance. 


"v In th~ aft0rnoon the ,-,rmor-ed task force of the battalion moved into the 


town of SAl: :,:;linn:,; and reort~anizec. There more ar!'1.or joined the battalion. 


;'bain the battalion mcved toward the 1- 0 RIV~R. Just north of the town of 

MAGAZZIN, the colu~::n ..;::.:o :'orce:! to '" hd.l~, on t.he edee of <l cc:.nill by a blown 

brid,se. r.5 no crossin,; could be fOl1r.d i.n t.he vicinity, the troops dismounted 

and noved forward on foot, while the tanks went in search of a crossing. At 

;.:\"';~Dn:~ (see ~:ap) th'J entire bttalicn w~s rea::se11bled and rejoined by the armor. 

The t.as~ force ',1<:.5 a!,:;ajn or;;",.nized, with G Co:npany and two pls.toons of !o' Company' 

( 2'/~')' , . t If~ ":"'j'e Oil ness, be • 
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loading on the tanks. The final drive WC:,G on. Korth throuBh the town of 

C,'JtffiRNA swept the column, blasting everything fro:] their path and at 2000 

hours, pulled into thb town of BOl(GA FHltNCO on the banks of the PO RIVi!:R. 

The foot elements of the battalion were being led forward by the battalion 

executive officer, ;,:ajor James F. Lyons, and by 2100 hours they ha.d reached 

the road paralleling the river. This elemant of t.he battalicn turned and 

moved Y;0st tovic:.rd the to, n of lG~RE, ,.i.th the rd.ssion of sweeping the river 

bank for d distance of 6000 yards. 

,,:10f1 tht: first ele''''c'nts of the battalion reached the river, many enemy 

\/cre tryirl£ to cross usin!' r:...fts inn8rtubcs, horses or anYthing that would 

swiu or flo.:lt. :,:achin~ oms were turned on them and only:::.. very few lived 

to r,,'~.ch the oth,er bank. At [)C:IG,\ FftAI:CO more \;ho.n' one thousand enemy were 

L.ro:.plJed al.;oni.: which ','/ere fifty officers. The force r:lovin~ ',;est along the 

dcbri'3 ridden bank addeo. over five hundred [;]or~~ prisoners to the bag. :'/hen 

t: is actiondf.s cO'11plcted the ba:,T,alion ,'ie'S organized in 0. defensive position 

OVoJl' the wide front thut. the:/ occupied. l.:ost of the defenc;e was pointed to­

.Iw.rd the south so as to "-iJ.,rehend uny enem,y still t.rying to escape across the 

hJ. 

Thus ended one of the :'.os;~ hectic days in the history of the battalion. 

i,etw8en t:'lO rivers, the j'/,:;vR() and the 10 the ba:~talion exacted. a terl'ific toll 

en the eneL'Y, and the results of a single day's fightine made it doubtful that 

the; ener.;y would. be able to reorganize his forces for another stand. Troops, 

sun::: ar.,j eo.ui?:J:ent V;'3':'e se~,zed on a large scale, a complete hospital WctS taken 

intc.ct, ",nc.. hundred;. 0; vehicles W3re ca:)tllred or destroy.ed. ,ililO~ the pri ­

3:1101':: ':;,-,S the co:.::I.c.nciinc ~~ene,cal of the 65th Infantr~r Division tor,ether with 

, , " 

:! 0=:'.~,::'&~j-J;G, 

.-,.... '--0'(1 

.~-., ':-.-. 

24. 


http:destroy.ed
http:r,,'~.ch
http:tovic:.rd


ANil.LYSISAID CRITICrSlft 

In tnakirl[ a st.-uey of this operation it will be seen th:;.t, the 2nd ;3at­

Calion 349th Infantry W,-S {jiven .:l very difficult mission in att.ackin£ the . 

FllliCOLI"LOI~T1r{{;' IC I line. It WaS known thd. t hi s was ')ne of t he key point s 

of the Germ<.n defense. Initially the batteHan was, in re~~lI've and then they 

were t;:iven the mission of a. frontal hn.tl.ck <.i.zainst &. position ".There one. hUot­

talion had fd led to ::,u.kc <:,llJ noticc.:~bl.e ,'.;ain5. Their atta.ck \'/0.S verJ c.:.cn~,liz.ed 

due to thE: cxte!15iv,~ mine fields "lith whicf! the enemy had reinforced his 

.f;osition, and an .:.1101't ene~,'ly ,.,0.~~ ,;rep.:lroo to ~Icet the:n. 

The pursuit in the t'(; [{IV.i;;H V iu..i£Y v~as not .:1 difficult ope r'<J.tion if 

lIl(;;Cl.sured in the nUu,u6r of casu2.1ties that the battalion suf:'-ercr1, but it took 

very close coordir,at~on on the po..rt. of all leaders to ~i:tin t he maximum effi­

ciency th.:.1t the battalion 'Gained by the ;Jroper use of planes and armor. 

Those points h: !'eference thereto"Thich c..dr:lit of criticism are: 

1st: After c;;.r:;ful ~Jrel'arat:i on to conceal the tiMe und place of. the 

attack, the ildvi.l.nL~;::'t:; '<'I&.5 lost b~r one con:pan;y' exposiN~ themsolv<3s needlessly 

to the enemy. 

2r.ci: Th<,; ori~oi:lal at-tac!: 0:' the re[,i;r,cnt Wei.S l~nmch06 irl ir,sufficicnt 

strenL:tl-J. Cnly t,'NO con.pCir,ies of one battalion iie::e 'lsec to ,'ltt.E:.:::k an eneElY 

oJ: i]Ctitly ~uperior nwr:.bers 'r;ho v;e::8 entrenched iL heavily fortii'jed position~. 

3rd: ;iher: thCJ ;'n6 ~acLalion, the regirncntal rc::crve, ',v... s co,rJTIit ted, 

they l'ler':} e:;1.0loyec. ;;iecel;,eal instead of usin[ their ful:l. stre:-:ct;, in ., coordi-' 

r:aL(;;Q al,Lack <i[",in:o'C, th.::: enen:y. 

4th: The J:a.ilure of higher co.:..uander5 to t.dke more i:J.;grcs:;;ive ",ction in. 

cle<.rin[ the !.line fields c.nd in Cetting r:lore o.rH:or into lJosition to ~:elp the 

a~saultinb troops. 

5th: The .:ailure of th..~ junj.or cOdu:1andel's of G Cor.:,pc.ny to push Lhrough 

::'n force and exploit the penctr[~tion tl-Jat the compc.ny cOl,,,r,andcr wit!1 one pla­

toon hud uade. Eo·,.ever, the t~':"P did close ot:hind the pld.toon very rapidly 

a..'1l j t '.;ould have taken irr"11ec.iate dctior:. anrl unusual co\:rage to have kept this 

route open. 

6th: 'i';'.,;; ':uiJ.llr(; of tLe .' Co ,Jeer!] Co:wl5..:.,dcl' t.o seize the opr·ortunit~.' 
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offered when he made his initial reconnaissance in front of the comp~. If 

this opportunity had been grasped ~t is very probable that a force of com­

. . 
puny strength could have penetrated the enemy position and provided the wedge 

by which the battalion could have taken the position much sooner. 

7th: The failure of all units to practice counter-intelligence to the 

utrr.ost degree, and t.hus let.ting the enemy gain accurate knowledge of our 

strength and dispositions. 

Before passing to Lessons Learned, favorable mention must be made of 

Captain Kelly's heroic stand at IL -?OGGAILE. -.'1hile the entire force was lost, 

the en(;;l.lY w...s forcl:ld to o.ivert :nen and weapons from other positions to meet 

this th::-cat-thereby allowing other units to gain a toehold at decisive points• . 
Mention shoull~ also b..-: Lade of F Company in f;aining a very small but tenacious 

toehold on FtJRCOLI 11.idCe. If measured in yards t.he gain was small, hut it did 

allow thei'-, to dtdiver fire on the rear of some of the enemy positions. 

It is ~cen t!1Ut the oucceS8 of the Fllil.COLI battle and the FO VALLEY pur­

suits ;';:,8 ::.-rcdtly attributed to by the aggressive action of slllall unit leaders, 

who, with in::!oQitable cuurdge, simply refused to be beaten. 

In :::Ul....;lin2; Ui) the resulto of this action it is seen th:..li.. the 2nd Battalion 

34)th Infantry, attacked and defeated an ena~ of superior n~~bers at FURC0LI 

n.IDG~. J:,v",n t~10t1~:h th2 battalio!1 had suffered heavy casualties in the action 

the.yuickly reor.;anized and started the historic drive through the PO VALLEY. 

It foui':'ht and defeat'3d elemt'!nts of '" t least 13 German Divisions, killing 

hundreds and taking thousands of prisoners. 
" 

It can be said that the ba+,talion lived up to the name gjven to the 

division by IIAxis Sally", :-he Gcman pro;'<lganda c,L'ed., .....ho, early in the 

I :,a.li<;.n Campaign hac called them "THE SLl.;i~ !EVILS". 

;:,o:ue of the lee sons learned from this operation we~e: 

1. Traininc: The [:lct :.lUst be recocnizeci that v:hen a unit has been in 

the lir.es for a loc.': j1erior1 of tine and thei::- efficiency has dropped below 

;·.or'I.2.1, i:, can b8st bc r~storcd b:1 .3.n i:,tendve trainir.:=- p8rio;:: th01t stresses 
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s~!l(::.ll unit action over terrc:.in similar to that over which the attack is to 

be lam:ched. 

2. '::>8crecy ~[,U::;I~ be mai.ntained at all costs, The le..st bit, of relaxation 

in counter-intelli~ence meaSures will [ive the enemy the infor.mation that he 

needs to In&..ke your task ctonbly difficult • 

.3. L0~ciership: There is !1.Q s11bstit.ute for a food It,ader, and ,',hen they 

become cklslI&lties preVi011&ly trained nersonnel must take their l"lc:.ce in an 

efficient c:.nd D.8cressive IT'..".nner. 

1.. (IlCf'3:::" penetration or [<:.p ho,s been creat ed in the enel'lJi' lines, com­

';lC1l"ders ;:lust take imm.ediate::.ction to exploit t.hem: any :lesitancy, 'inr:l an alert 

enerr:y Hill deny the o)):·ortunity offered you. 

5. In 2.tL...ckinr: :..; Hell-pre;,ared, hewily fortified .'1osition, the inithl 

attacl-:i.ne; force l:lust be stronc enoU[:h to carry out your: ,ission. The practice 

of hol~irlL t:le !.•o.jor t~ort:'on of your c'!o:"T:and in reserve \'jill eent~rally le;:.d 

1.,0 cr(;.:.ter cast'ultieR an'i 105:" of time in t.akinL the position, 

6. ::our re::erve for<;e s!loulC: be US~0 :m strer.;.:th to c;):ploit <In advantaee 

t::ained or to .:'~.so.in the initiative. 

7. .,itfl the prop'cr coordinatior. and coopelC.tion of the fightin£: arms a 

stri:.:inc ['Jrce ca~ IX ceve10ped thc...t '; yen t, he ;:lost c.eterr::ined en3li<Y cannot 

holl in C}:CCI; fur lon,:. 

\,.r.'~ o~: t.~:_ '::;:~6:'~,"~e0 f'I'O;:~ thic ,"o['o["raph is the action of Lt \:;01 John ". :i.yon 

i',llis;:l:.' O:'L.::.I.L.:ir\~' the ti.tJll t'.~;k force ',f!'len the ,.::-,V,on of.' tar:l:s vu.s G.ttached 

to hi~ b~::alior.. 

10. -,j!.,:rb"lorje.rs: III t,h~ <."~t:::'OI', <"E :::.ortl'ayed in th:"s mono[ra)h, r.early 3.11 

<.,)1'0.'=1':::, ",ver. tho",,,, vi' :~he :JiChel' lmit cOir;"c"nc.er's, ,;ere ver'ou1. The::;€. are en­

t..i.r'21y "~lffici'~l:t ;:,." ~o:';~ 0.3 tht;;J :;j,re c13<:r, concise cOiT,:)lete.<";'1','; 

11. It i:.' verJ' r;cc\.:~·s<...r:! for the reserve units '"0 ,~c .::. +J:lOrouch mpppin[-up 

:'0 l,reh.:ll':, pndn''? c0.;;,\,:c...2.:i.;s, to c;Ll;:;:,ly rou~·es .s..nd oth8I'ill'.i~,s raovine up from 
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12. I~eeping contact with the eneIl'.y is of the utmost iJllportance. If you 

keep a strong, aggressive contact it will not give him the opportunity to . 

get organized in )repared positions. 
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