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THE OPERATIOIJS OF COIJYANY IIAn 3 5 0 ~ ~  INFAITTRY 
(88TH IliFAIVL'RY DITTISION) A?P KONTERKJICI, 

NORTRWEST OF AI~CONEIJJA- ITALY. 17  A1BIL 1945 - .. 
(PO VAL,LI;EY' cAMPAI&~?~  ' 

INTRODUCTION 

Then t h e  s p r i n g  sun mel ted t h e  l a s t  snows f rom t h e  North 

Appennines a t  t h e  end of izarch 1945, t h e  German a rmies  occu- 

p i ed ,  w i t h  b u t  minor e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  same l i n e  t h a t  t h e y  had 

s o  s t u b b o r n l y  defended throw-ghout t h e  w i n t e r .  (See 13aP "A") 

For more t h a n  s i x  months, F i f t h  Army a r t i l l e r y  o b s e r v e r s ,  

watching from t h e  h igh  peaks h e l d  by o u r  f o r c e s ,  had on c l e a r  

days  been a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  smoke r i s i n g  f rom f a c t o r y  chimneys 

i n  Bologna. 

To t h e  U. S. i n f a n t r y  s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  North Appennines, 

Bolognz, s t a n d i n g  a s t r i d e  Highway 65 a t  t h e  gateway t o  t h e  

PO Val ley ,  was synonymous w i t h  "Promised Landt1 and v i c t o r y .  

To t h e  Germans, l o s s  of th is  gateway meant l o s s  of  t h e  e n t i r e  

PO Val ley  and of t h e  l u s h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and heavy i n d u s t r i a l  

p roduc t ion  t h a t  was keen ing  t h e  Nazi a rmies  i n  I t a l ? ~  SUP- 

p l i e d  and equipped. 

"!inter a c t i o n  i n  t h e  North  Appennines had been  con f ined  

t o  p a t r o l  a c t i v i t i e s  and l i n i t e d  a t t a c k s  t o  improve p o s i t i o n s  

and s t r a i g h t e n  l i n e s .  Th i s  comparat ive  q u i e t ,  p l u s  news of 

A l l i e d  s u c c e s s e s  i n  Nor thern  3urope ,  gave t h e  impres s ion  

t h a t  t h e  campaign i n  I t a l y  had s e t t l e d  down t o  a  a a r  o f  a t t r i -  

t i o n  -- a  f a c t  t h a t  was l a t e r  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  

i n d i v i d m l  s o l d i e r  when t h e  t ime came f o r  t h e  jump-off. 

GErnRAII SITUATION 

~ u r i r i g  t h e  first days  i n  A p r i l ,  d i v i s i o n s  o f  General-  . 



:"ark l,7. C l a r k ' s  1 5 t h  Army Groixp were s h u f f l e d  i n  t h e  l i n e s  

i n  prepara t i -on  f o r ,  a s  t h e  t r o o p s  were c e r t a i n ,  t h e  f i n a l  b i g  

push. ( 1 )  On t h e  r i g h t ,  w i t h  a  f r o n t  ex t end ing  from t h e  

A d r i a t i c  Sea t o  Sologna,  vras t h e  3 r i t i s h  Eighth.  Bmy,  under  

Lt. Genera l  S i r  Richard L. IdcCreery. The American F i f t h  Army, 

commanded by Lt .  Genera l  Lucian R. T r u s c o t t ,  Jr., had t h e  l e f t  

zone, ex t end ing  from Bologna i n c l u s i v e  t o  t h e  I i g u r i a n  Sea. 

(See Trap "A") (2'1 
In  t h e  F i f t h  .4rmy zone,  I1 Corps, compose4 o f  t h r e e  

.knericnn C i v i s i o n s ,  t h e  31th ,  9 1 s t  and 58 th ,  t h o  5 t h  South 

Af r i can  Armored Div i s ion ,  and t h e  I t a l i a n  Legnano Group, was 

t o  make t21e main e f f o r t ,  th rough  t h e  mountains i n t o  Bologna 

anfi t h e  Po  Vzl ley.  (See IJap "A")  (7)  

On 11 A p r i l ,  1945; t h e  88 th  Div i s ion ,  s t i l l  b lacked  o u t  

f o r  s e c u r i t y  r e a s o n s ,  r e l i e v e d  u n i t s  of  t h e  9 1 s t  D i v i s i o n ,  

which moved over  t o  t h e  r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  K t .  A3nn.e mass. The 

8 8 t h  took  up p o s i t i i n  under  and around t h e  r i d g ?  rulzning 

n o r t h  3nd s o u t h  from TI%. Adone t o  I ron te run ic i .  ( 4 )  The 1st - 
Armored D i v i s i o n ,  a  I V  Corps unit, h e l d  t h e  ground on t h e  

8 8 t h ' ~  l e f t .  A 1 1  p l ans  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on b reak ing  th rough  t h e  

enemy d e f e n s e s  and f o r c i n g  a way th rough  i n t o  t h e  r i o h  Po 

Val ley .  (5 )  

Importance of t h i s  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Gemans  was emphasized 

by 1:'ajor G2nera l  Sc!yricker, comnander of t h e  enemy 8 t h  Mountain 

D i v i s i o n ,  :.lhen he t o l d  h i s  t r o o p s ,  "E.lontermici  a t  t h i s  t ime  

i s  t h e  most v i t a l  s e c t o r  of t h e  e n t i r e  d i v i s i o n .  I have no 

doubt  t h a t  t h e  enemy ~15.11 nalre eve ry  e f f o r t  t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  

of t h e  PVronter-mici  f e a t u r e  i :~ o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  a  b z s i s  f o ~  a  

l a r g e  s c a l e  a t t a c k N .  ( 6 )  

( 1 )  a-3, p. 7 ;  (2) A-3, pa 11: ( 3 )  A-3, p. 9,11: ( 4 )  A-2,  P. 3 ;  

( 5 )  A-2, p. 2; ( 6 )  A-1, p. 191. 



R E G ~ N T A L  SITUATION 

On a r r i v a l  i n  the  l i n e ,  the  350th In fan t ry  ~ e g i m e n t ' s  

headquarters  and r e a r  comnand post were s e t  up a t  Anconella. 

1st Ba t ta l ion  and regimental  forward command posts  were placed 

a t  La Valle. The 1st  Bz t t a l i on  went i n t o  the  l i n e ,  where they 

were t o  hold pos i t ions  unt i l  the  jump-off and then go i n t o  

Peginental  reserve .  The 2nd Ba t t a l i on  closed i n  r e a r  assembly 

a rea  near  Anconella, where Cannon Corn-pany a l s o  took up Psi-  

t i ons .  (see b:ap ~ I B " )  ( 7 )  

Although no f i r e s  were permitted i n  order  t o  preserve 

s ecu r i t y ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  mortar and a i r  observat ion pos t s  were 

s e t  up a t  La Valle. 

In t k i s  pos i t ion ,  wi th  the  91s t  Divis ion on t h e  r i g h t  

a t  llt.  Adone, and the  349th Regiment of the  e8th Division on 

the  l e f t ,  a l l  u n i t s  of the  350th waited f o r  D day and H hour, 

vihich had been s e t  f o r  2300 hours, 15  Apri l ,  (8) Supporting 

the  350th were the  338th Fie ld  A r t i l l e r y  Ba t ta l ion ,  Company 

ItBn of the  313th Engineeqs, Company "CTf ,  l e s s  olze platoon, of 

the  752nd Tank Bat ta l ion ,  one platoon of Company ItC" of the  

804th Tank Destroyer Ba t ta l ion ,  and one re inforced platoon 

of Compa~zy "A",  10th  Chemical Ba t t a l i on  (4.2 mortars).  (9) 

On the  enemy s ide ,  the  15 th  P:ountain Division, comprised 

of the  296th and 297th P2ountain ?egiments, held the  posi t ion .  

D i r ec t l y  fac ing  the  350th was the  3rd Ba t ta l ion ,  297th blountain 

Regiment, occupying. well-prepared pos i t ions  based on the  tomns 

of D i  SoPt-3 and D i  Sot ta .  (See Map "B") (10) ~ l t h o w h  these  

'Yere completely l eve led  and pounded t o  rubble,  the  

stone s t ruc tu re  of I t a l i a n  houses, wi th  deep, s t rong  c e l l a r a  

( 7 )  p. 3 ;  ( 8 )  A-2, P. 5 ;  (9) A-2, p. 4;  (10) A-2, p. 4. 
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gave the  enemy what amounted t o  s t rong  f o r t i f i e d  pos i t ions .  

A L I  usable s lopes  l e a d i x  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  were l i b e r a l l y  

spr inkled wi th  - schu and o ther  al l t ipersonnel  mines, (11) 

I n  add i t i on  t o  the  rubble and c e l l a r s  of the  v i l l a g e s ,  

the  enemy had done an  exce l l en t  job of organizing ?Lonterumici 

wi th  an e labora te  system of i n t e r lock ing  caves, dug-outs 

and c l eve r ly  concealed gun qosi t ions .  Farrow, to r tuous  t r a i l s ,  

impassable by armor, were the  only means of advance on t h e  

pos i t ion ,  thus  confining movement t o  a r ea s  vrhich the  enemy 

could b lanket  with f i r e .  

The regimental  p lan  c a l l e d  f o r  the  1st Ba t t a l i on  t o  

move from i t s  f ron t - l ine  pos i t ion  i n t o  La Tombe, La Valle  

and Lc? r iana a s  a  d ivers ion,  and remain the re  i n  regimental  

r ese rve ,  while the  3rd Ba t t a l i on  was t o  proceed from i t s  

r e a r  assembly area near  Anconella t o  La Valle and c l e a r  the  r ,, 

TJonterumici pealc, and the 2nd Ba t t a l i on ,  a l s o  i n  assembly 

nea r  Anconella, was t o  a t t a c k  up Fazzano ?idge. (see !:a? "B"') 

(12) I n  the event t h a t  the  3rd Ba t t a l i on  had d i f f i c u l t y  i n  

taking Yo!?terumici, the  1st was s e t  t o  come t o  t h e i r  a s s i s -  

tance. ( 1 3 )  A t  t1:e same t i n e ,  the  91s t  g i v i s i o n  on the  r i g h t  

was t o  a t t a c k  and capture  ?,:t. Adone, from which high Point 

t h e  enemy could observe a id  d i r e c t  f i r e  on a l l  o f  3:onterumici 

and i t s  apgroaches. 

ATTACK OF qItD BATTALIOH 

Ear ly  on 15 April ,  f r i e n d l y  planes began an  i n t ens ive  

bombing of a11 f r o n t  l i n e  enemy pos i t ions .  (14) The a c t u a l  

offensive began a t  2230 hours,  when the  f u l l  power of a l l  

support ing weapons ava i l ab l e  -- a r t i l l e r y ,  tanks,  tank des- 

t r oye r s ,  :nortars ,  machine guns, and AA guns -- was d i r ec t ed  

(11) 8-2, p. 5 ;  Personal  knowledge; (12) A-2, p. 5 ;  (13) A-2, 

P. 5:  (14) A-2, p. 6 .  
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on Blonterumici i n  a  s e r i e s  of concentra t ions  and preparatory 

f i r e s  t h a t  l a s t e d  one f u l l  hour. (15) 

A t  2700 hours,  the  3rd and 2nd Ba t ta l ions  moved Out, and 

ar r ived a t  the  l i n e  of depar ture  a t  La Piana  without inc ident .  

But when they attempted t o  move up the  s lopes  of Idonterumici, 

they. were met by in tense  and accura te  automatic weapons and 

mortar f i r e  from enemy pos i t ions  t h a t  n e i t h e r  the a e r i a l  bom- 

bardment nor  the  prepara tory  f i r e s  had dis turbed i n  the  l e a s t .  

(16) 

Stopned cold by t h i s  in tense  f i r e ,  *lKw Company, l ead ing  

the  3rd B a t t a l i o n  a s s a u l t ,  moved around t o  the  l e f t  and drove 

towards La Torre, hoping t o  take t h a t  pos i t ion  and then advance 

on D i  So t ta ,  i n  the  cen t e r  of the  ILonterumici l i n e .  (See Map "Ctl) 

By 0100 hours of 1 5  Apri l ,  a f t e r  su f fe r ing  considerable 

c a s u a l t i e s  from - schu mines, "Kn Company was occupying pos i t ions  

about  400 yards below La Torre, where they were held up by 

accura te  enemy machine g& f i r e  d i r ec t ed  a t  them from h i the r -  

t o  unsuspected enemy posi t ions .  (17) 

I n  the  meantime, tILl1 Company, which had s t ruck  t o  the  

r i g h t  of lonterumici ,  had been ab l e  t o  advance aga ins t  very  

l i g h t  r e s i s t ance  u n t i l  a  point  j u s t  sho r t  of t h e  road west 

of Fazzano. 

I1KM Comgany then attempted t o  out f lank the  enemy by 

sending one platoon t o  the  l e f t  o f  b. Torre while another  

a t tacked D i  Sotta.  (See &Tap wC1l) The two a s s a u l t  platoons 

made t h e i r  way up the  s t e e p  b l u f f s  leading t o  t h e i r  objec- 

t i v e s ,  but  upon reaching t h e  c r e s t ,  were d r iven  back by point- 

blank automatic weapons f i r e  del ivered a t  them from c e l l a r  

Pos i t ions  i n  the  ruined houses. (10) 

(15) A-2, p .  6;  (16) A-2, p. 6: (17) Statement of Capt. Rag ' 

Stroup; (13) Personal  knowledge, Statement of Capt. Ray Stroup. 

7 



cemetary i n  the  saddle between t h a t  v i l l a g e  and d i r e c t l y  

above D i  Sot ta .  

A s  soon a s  they reached the  exposed slope between D i  So t t a  

and D i  Sopra, a h a i l  of f i r e  from machine guns, machine pis- 

t o l s ,  r i f l e  and hand grenades h i t  them. The f i r e  h i t  from 

hidden pos i t i ons  t h a t  the  n i g h t ' s  f i g h t i n g  harl not  previously 

revealed ,  and came a t  them f r o n  D i  So t t a  beneath them, D i  

Sopra t o  *he i r  l e f t ,  and t h e  cemetary d i r e c t l y  above them 

and t o  t h e i r  f ron t .  (See Xap "Cn) (23) 

When e x c e l l e n t l y  d i r ec t ed  mortar  f i r e  began dropping 

i n  on then, the  men, completely disorganized,  t r i e d  t o  take 

cover i n  fox ho l e s  i n  the  vineyards on the  s lope t o  the  r i s h t  

and l e f t  of the  t r a i l  -- only t o  d iscover  t h a t  the  f i e l d s  

were mined and the  fox ho l e s  booby-trapped. A s l ior t ,  f u r i o u s  

a t t a c k  from the  cemetary completely d is rupted the  company and ? 

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  death, wounding o r  capture  of most of the  men, 

and t h e  capture  of a l l  t h e i r  r ad io s ,  thus t o  all p r a c t i c a l  

purposes t ak ing  them out  of the  f i g h t .  (24) 

liIw Company, in  rese rve  f o r  the  3rd Ba t ta l ion ,  was then 

c a l l e d  t o  support  "KW, and moved on D i  Sopra under cover of 

f i r e  from the  support ing tanks. (25) "LV Company had, mean- 

while,  again  been dr iven  back by heavy mortar and machine gun 

f i r e .  The 2nd Ba t t a l i on  had fa red  b u t  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than t h e  

3rd, and a f t e r  f a i l i n g  t o  advance in t h e i r  s ec to r ,  re turned 

t o  Pazzano. (26) 

By 1800 hours,  16  Apri l ,  the  3rd Ba t t a l i on ' s  p o s i t i o n  was 

desparate.  "Kt' Company was completely i ne f f ec t i ve ,  and the  

regimental  commander decided t o  commit t h e  1st Ba t ta l ion ,  h i s  

reserve.  

(23) Statement of Capt. Ray Stroup; A-2, P. 9; (24) Statement 

of Capt  Ray Stroup; A-2, P. 9; (25) A-2, P. 9; (26) A-2, P. 10 



"L1' Coinpany, meanwhile, h3d a f t e r  a  s h o r t  and f i e r c e  f i r e  

f i g h t  succeeded i n  t ak ing  t h e i r  f i rst  ob jec t ive ,  the  enemy , 

outpost  a t  Pazzanello, loca ted  ~ v e l l  dovm on the  eastwaxd slope 

of Yonterumici r idge.  Sowever, when they attempted t o  proceed 

f u r t h e r ,  mazhine gun and small arms f i r e  from Sluts Cec i l i a  

h a l t e d  them abruptly.  

The s i t u s t i o n  was f u r t h e r  complicated by the  f a c t  t h a t  

the  91s t  i ) ivis ion,  which had moved out a t  0300 hours with 

Y t .  Adone a s  t h e i r  ob jec t ive ,  had encountered f i e r c e  r e s i s t ance ,  

t h a t ,  conbiled with the  d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a i n ,  had prevented them, 

by 0600 hours,  from moving f a r t h e r  than  Srento. This l e f t  the  

350th sub jec t  t o  d i r e c t  observed a r t i l l e r y  and mortar f i r e  

from t h a t  sec tor .  (19) 

To reiiedy t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  f i ~ h t e r  bombers 'were c a l l e d  

f o r  t o  work over the  enemy pos i t ions  on Adone, acd i n  a n t i c i -  

pa t ion  of t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  0715 hours,  the  338th Fie ld  

A r t i l l e r y  Ba t ta l ion  placed a  heavy smoke screen on the  peak 

and southeas tern  s lopes  of t h e  mountain. (20) 

Af te r  the  n igh t s  f i gh t ing ,  the  2nd and 3rd Ba t ta l ions  

reorganized, secured replaceoents ,  and, with increased heavy \ 

mortar  and machine gun support ,  continued t h e  a t t ack .  (21) 

Strangely enough, with the  coming of day l igh t  (16 ~ p r i l ) ,  

enemy av.tometic weapons f i r e  ceased completely, and "K" Company 

was able  t o  move th ree  platoons i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  of D i  So t ta  

and La Torre without eny r e s i s t ance  o the r  than an  occass ional  

sn ipe r  shot. (See Plap +lC1I) (22) 

Ela ted  by t h e i r  apparent  success,  the  company noved 

d i r e c t l y  through the  two v i l l a g e s ,  without s topping t o  check 

the  r u i n s  for. enemy s o l d i e r s ,  t o  a s s a u l t  the  two remaining 

enemy pos i t i ons  on the  Monterumici c r e s t  -- D i  Sopra and t h e  

(19) A-2, p. 8; (20) A-2, p. 8; (21) A-2, p. 9 ;  (22) Statement 

of Capt. Ray Stroup. 
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The ].st B a t t a l i o n ,  p r o f i t i r g  by t h e  expe r i ence  of t h e  

j r d ,  planned t o  have "A" Company a t t a c k  3i S o t t a  froin La 

Fian.a, "C"  Corn?any move ou t  from La B a l l e  acd t a k e  D i  Sopra 

acd t h e  c e ~ e t e r y ,  and ItBN Company remain  i n  La Tombe a s  

b a t t a l i o n  r e s e r v e .  (27) 

Immediately a f t e r  darkness ,  "Ct1 Compsny moved o u t ,  

s c a l i n g  t h e  I:onterumici b l u f f  from t h e  l e f t ,  and a t  d a m  

on 17  A p r i l ,  moved th rough  1 ~ 1 1 ~  Company 2nd a s s a u l t e d  D i  

Sopra. 

COiEANY "-4" FLAK OF ATTACK 

'.hen i n f  o m e d  of -the ob ject:i .~re a s s i g n e d  h i n  i n  t h e  
/' 

b a t t a l i o n  p l a n  of a c t i o n ,  l 1 A l I  Company commander c o n f e r r e d  

w i t h  h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  and drew up t e n t a t i v e  p lans .  From 

t h e i r  r e s e r v e  p o s i t i o n  a t  La P i a n a ,  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  "A" Com- 
I 

Pany had had a g rands t and  s e a t  f o r  t he  e n t i r e  f i g h t i n g  o f  

1 6  A p r i l ,  and had been a b l e  t o  watch,  t h rough  f i e l d  g l a s s e s ,  

every  d z t a i l  of  t k e  a c t i o n  t a k i n g  p l a c e  on t h e  s l o p e  above 

them. Conciequeutly, t h e y  ::new f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e l y  t k e  enemy 

machi;-e gun g o s i t i o n s  t o  be avoirled. 

In  add - i t i on ,  t h e i r  knowledge of t h e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  t o  

t h e  a s s a u l t  : !osi t ion on  t h e  s l o p e  b e f o r e  D i  S o t t a ,  and o f  

t h e  a r e a  around D i  S o t t a  i t s e l f  had been c o n s i d e r a b l y  en- 

hanced 5y i n f o m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  from wounded brought  down 

d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t s  o f  1 5  and 16  A p r i l .  

The c o n b i n a t i o n  of t h i s  i n f o n a t i o n ,  p l u s  t h a t  r e v e a l e d  

by d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  of  a i r  photos ,  convinced "A" Company com- 

mander t h a t  t h e  b e s t  a s s a u l t  p o s i t i o n  was from t h e  s l o p e  

d i r e c t l y  e a s t  of D i S o t t a .  I n fo rma t ion  ob ta ined  from t h e  

wounded r e g a r d i n g  !nine' f i e l d s  l e d  t o  t h e  ? . e c i s i o n  t o  make 

t h e  a s s a u l t  a t  dawn. (28)  

(27)  A-2, p. 1 0 ;  ( 2 8 )  P e r s o n a l  knowledge. 



T i t b  b a t t a l i o n  app rova l  of t h i s  t e n t a t i v e  p l an ,  "A" 

Corcpan~r moved o u t  from La Piana a t  2345 hour s ,  1 6  A n r i l ,  

s o  a s  t o  r e a c h  a  p o s i t i o n  below t h e  e a s t  s l o p e  l e a d i n g  t o  

D i  S o t t a  and a l l o w  s u f f i c i e n t  t ime  f o r  r econna i s sance  b e f o r e  

making t h e  a c t u a l  a t t a c k  a t  dawn. The t r a i l  from L3 Piana  t o  

Ir3 Torre fol lowed a  c l i f f ,  w i t h  a  deep r a v i n e  j u s t  below it. 

The s p r i n g  r a i n s  and washes !lad s o  narro-xed t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  

it could  o n l y  be n e g o t i a t e d  i n  s i r .g le  f i l e .  ( s e e  !lap "D") 

Though no  c o n t a c t  e n  r o u t e  was contemplated,  it was 

f e l t  t h a t  it :.iould be  b e s t  t o  have t i e  comnany a r r i v e  a t  t h e  

a s s a u l t  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  o r d e r  it expected t o  f i g l l t .  Accordingly,  

o r d e r  of :?ovenent up t h e  t r a i l  was 2nd P l a t o o n ,  3 rd  P l a toon ,  

4 t h  E l a t o s n ,  Company Headqua r t e r s ,  and "learons ? la toon .  (291 

B,i 0300 hours ,  17 A p r i l ,  %he compsny had r eached  z p o i n t  

about  500 y2rd.s e a s t  of  La Torre .  Here th.e company c o m ~ a n d e r  

t ook  advantage of t h e  s p e c i a l  a b i l i t i e s  o f  soE!e o f  h i s  men, 

anfi s e n t  .them sou th  t o  r e c o n n o i t r e  a n  o f f - th . e - t r a i l  r o u t e  

t o  D i  Sot-ta.  Zhree men were s e n t  ov t ,  wh i l e  t h e  remainder  of  

t h e  company took  cove r  j u s t  o f f  t h e  t r a i l .  

T'le -bhree rzen s e n t  on r econna i s sance  .",;ere of  f"exican- 

I n d i a n  d e c e n t ,  and ha3 l o n g  p r e v i o u s l y  proven t h e i r  a :az ing  

a b i l i t y  t o  :-love swif t ly  and sile1.ztly over  d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a i n  

a t  n i g h t ,  nn? t o  b r i n g  back i n t e l l i g e n t  and a c c u r a t e  r e p o r t s .  

'Vithin h-!.f a n  hour ,  t h e  t h r e e  were back ?;ith . iord t h z t  t h e y  

had d i scove red  a d i f f i c n l t  b ~ z t  p a s s a b l e  r o u t e  a l o l ~  t h e  f a c e  

of t h e  bl~?.ff  t h a t  wov-Id l e a d  t o  D i  S o t t a .  

'7i th one of t h e  nen  f r o n  t h e  r econna i s sance  p a r t y  ta1rir.g 

t h e  l e a d ,  tile company moved out  a l o n g  t h e  b l ~ f f .  Here t h e  

go ing  :.!as ex t remely  slor-I and d i f f i c u l t ,  and on :?sny occas ions  

( 2 9 )  P e r s o n a l  !conwledge. 



t h e  column had t o  h a l t  t o  a l l o r i  n e g o t i a t i o n  of a  troublesome 

s p o t ,  where each  man, i n  t u r n  rrould have t o  band h i s  weapon 

and equipment t o  t h e  man i n  b a c k  o f  him, c r o s s  t h e  gap  by 

jumping o r  clsipving h i s  way, and t h e n  have h i s  meapon and 

equipment thrown t o  him. For  t h e  e n t i r e  company t o  c r o s s  t h e  

a r e a ,  a  t o t a l  d i s t a n c e  o f  l e s s  t h e n  500 y a r d s ,  r e a u i r e  a f u l l  

hour  agd s h a l f  ! (See ?Zap I'Dt1) 

By 0500, the .  company was i n  p o s i t i o n  ont: . ie  b l u f f  d i r e c t -  

l y  below D i  S o t t a ,  when a  r a d i o  message was r e c e i v e d  from b a t t a -  

l i o n  t h a t  :.It.  Adone ivas s t i l l  i n  enemy hands,  and t h a t  d i r e c t  

observed f i r e  could be expected from t h a t  source .  (30)  Orders  

were passed up  and down t h e  l i n e  f o r  a l l  men t o  d i g  i n ,  whi le  

t h e  company commander and two p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  made t h e i r  way 

t o  t h e  t o p  3f t h e  b l u f f  t o  r e c o n n o i t r e  t h e  a s s a u l t  p o s i t i o n .  

( s e e  !;Tap l1IC") 

A s  t h e y  came t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  b l u f f ,  m o r t a r  f i r e  began 

t o  d rop  n e a r  t h e  a r e a w h e r e  t h e  company was d- ispersed.  Th i s  

i n f o m a t i o n  was r a d i o e d  t o  b a t t a l i o n ,  w i t h  a r e a n e s t  f o r  smoke 

on i l t .  Adone. '?Tithin t h r e e  m i m t e s ,  smoke s h e l l  b u r s t s  cou ld  

be  s e e n  on idone .  The enemy m o r t a r  f i r e  con t inued ,  b u t  f a i l e d  

t o  came c l o s e r  t o  t h e  company's d i s p e r s a l  a r e a .  

A t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  b l u f f ,  t h e  company commander and p la -  

t o o n  l e a d e r s  found t h a t  t h e y  mere s e p a r a t e d  from D i  S o t t a  by 

a  v ineya rd  s l o p e ,  abou t  250 y a r d s  long, and a t  an  upward in- 

c l i n e  of about  30 degrees .  To a s s a u l t  D i  S o t t a  from t h i s  po- 

s i t i o n  woul t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  a s s a u l t  f o r c e  c r o s s  t h i s  v ine-  

ya rd ,  eve ry  f 00% of rrhich t h e  enemy cou ld  cove r  w i t h  g r a z i n g  

mac l~ ine  gun f i r e  from h i s  p o s i t i o n s .  S ince  a  f r o n t a l  a s s a u l t  

under  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  was cons ide red  out  of  the. a u e s t i o n  ez- 

c e p t  i n  case  of d i r e e t  n e c e s s i t y ,  it  was dec ided  t o  s eek  an- 

(30) P e r s o n a l  knowledge. 



o t h e r  a s s a ~ x l t  p o s i t i o n .  ( s e e  Flap "E") 

Fro-; < . h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  coupany comnander and p l a toon  

l e a d e r s  could see  t h a t  t h e  v ineya rd  s l o p e  t o  t h e  l e f t  of  D i  

S o t t a ,  though e q u a l l y  a s  s t e e p  a s  t h e  s l o g e  f a c i n g  them, was 

a  g r e a t  d e a l  s h o r t e r ,  exteni l ing f o r  o n l y  about  50 y a r d s  -- b u t  

w i t h  t h e  drawback t h a t  t h e  b l u f f  dropped o f f  v e r t i c a l l y  from 

t h e  end of t h i s  s l o p e ,  and a s  f a r  a s  cou ld  be  s e e n ,  t h e  rock  

f a c e  of t h e  b l u f f  o f f e r e d ' n o  means of approach. ( s e e  Tirap "E") 

Never the l e s s ,  a r econna i s sance  p a r t y  c o n s i s t i n g  of t h e  

3ril p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  and two men was s e n t  o u t  t o  d e t e r n i n e  if 

t h e r e  were n o t  some p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  working around t h e  rock 

f a c e  of t h e  b l u f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  s l e p e .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  re- 

conna issance  p a r t y  l e f t ,  Colene l  James e. Fry, a s s i s t a n t  

d i v i s i o n  c o m a n d e r  o f  t h e  8 8 t h  D i v i s i o n ,  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  ob- 
. . 

s e r v a t i o n  pos t .  Colonel  Try was c o n s i d e r a b l y  wor r i ed  a t  t h e  

d e l a y  i n  t a k i n g  t h e  FZontermici  f e a t u r e ,  v l ~ i c h  was a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  t h e  l e s t  o b s t a c l e  between t h e  d i v i s i o n  and i ts ob- 

j e c t i v e  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  Po Vs l l ey ,  Sasso Bolognese. 

( 3 1 )  

A s h o r t  e x p l a m t i o n  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  by t h e  campany 

commander and a  qu ick  look  a t  t h e  s l o p e  i n  f r o n t  of D i  S o t t a  

convinced Colonel  Fry of t h e  misdom o f  see!;ing a n o t h e r  a s s a u l t  

p o s i t i o n ,  a l t hough  he s t r e s s e d  t h e  f a c t  t h c t  D i  S o t t a  must be 

t a k e n  w i t h o u t  d e l a y ,  and t h a t  if no o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  pre- 

s e n t e d  i t s e l f ,  a f r o n t a l  a s s a u l t  would have t o  be  made, des-  

p i t e  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  h i g h  l o s s e s .  ( 32 )  

A t  t h i s  t ime ,  t h e  r econna i s sance  p a r t y  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  

word t h a t  a v e r y  s m a l l  rock  ledge ,  abou t  l ong  enough t o  

acconodate  30 men and abou t  one f o o t  wide, e x i s t e d  on t ' ie 

( 3 1 )  P e r s o n a l  knowledge; (32)  P e r s o n a l  ImowleZge. 



rock  f a c e  of t h e  b l u f f ,  w e l l  t o  t h e  l e f t  of D i  S o t t a  and 

a p ? r o x i a a t e l y  under t h e  s h o r t  s l o p e  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  south end 

of t h e  i r i l l s g e .  (See Trap "Elt) 

The r econna i s sance  p a r t y  s l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  by r i d d i n g  

themselves  of a l l  e o u i p n e n t  o t h e r  t h a n  i n d i v i d c a l  weapons, 

one p l a t o o n  could make t h e i r  Tag t o  t h i s  l edge ,  rising t h e  

r o o t s  and bushes  growing o u t  of t h e  f a c e  of t h e  b l u f f  t o  draw 

THE ATTACK 

Af t e r  e s h o r t  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  a  p l a n  f o r  u s ing  t h i s  l edge  

was c.orl;ed ou t .  S ince  t h e  3 rd  P l a t o o n  l e a d e r  !lad 3 l r eady  r e -  

conno i t e r ed  t h e  bluTf f a c e ,  it was dec ided  t h a t  t h e  3rd P la -  

t o o n  would work i t s  w?y i n t o  n o s i t i o n  o? t h e  rock  le"e and 

make t h e  a s s a u l t  from t h e r e ,  whi le  t h e  r e a a i n d e r  of t h e  com- 

pany would rove  up t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s l o p e  and suppor t  t h e  

w a s s a % l t  by f i r e .  A d d i t i o n a l  f i r e  s u p p o r t  would be  ob ta ined  , 

f rom t h e  heavy machine guns and 81 mm m o r t a r s  of "DM Company, 

i n  f i r i n g  v c s i t i o n  on t h e  h i g h  groiuzd a c r o s s  t h e  v a l l e y ,  and 

from t h e  tar;!rs and t z n k  d e s t r o y e r s  down i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  

The cozpany p l a n  provided f o r  t h e  3rd Platoo:? t o  n o t i f y  

t h e  company cormand p o s t  by r a d i o  when t h e y  were i n  p o s i t i o n  

on t h e  l e d g e ,  a t  which t ime t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  f i r e s ,  t o  l a s t  

f i v e  minutes ,  would begin.  t lD"  Company and t a n k  " i r e s  would 

be coo rd ina t ed  by r a d i o  between 9 t A f 1  Company and b a t t a l i o n  

covmand pos t s .  

A f t e r  f i v e  q i n u t e s ,  heavy machine gun, m o r t a r  anii t a n k  

f i r e s  would l i f t ,  and t h e  7rd P l a t o o n  would nake t h e  a s s s u l t .  

I t  vias dec ided  t h a t  t h e  l i g h t  machine gumand i n d i v i d u a l  

!veagons of "A" Company would con t inue  f i r i n g  d n r i n g  t h e  



a s s a u l t ,  s ' l i f t i n g  t o  t h e  r i g h t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and would 

l i f t  t h e i r  f i r e s  e n t i r e l y  when t h e  3rd P l a toon  was observed 

a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  l e f t  end of t 'le v i l l a g e .  (See !ha!, "E") (37) 

A t  t h e  moment t h e  3rd P l a toon  e n t e r e d  t h e  l e f t  end o f  

t h e  v i l l a z e ,  t h e  1st  and 2nd P l a t o o n s  were t o  come up t h e  . 

f r o n t  s l o p e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and p repa re  t o  r e p e l  t h e  counte r -  

a t t a c k  t h a t ,  a l l  o f f i c e r s  f e l t ,  was s u r e  t o  come from t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  La Torre.  If t h e  c o u n t e r a t t a c k  d i d  n o t  ma te r i a -  

l i z e ,  t h e  company would, a f t e r  c l e a r i n g  D i  S o t t a  and r e o r -  

g a n i z i n g ,  move n o r t h  on t h e  r i d g e  and tal;e La Forre .  

'Tith t h e s e  a r rangements  made, t h e  3rd P l a toon  s t a r t e d  

1.10rl:ing t h e i r  way around t h e  rock f a c e  of t h e  b l u f f  t o  t h e  

l e d g e  -- a proces s  t h a t  took  about  one hour. During t h i s  

t ime ,  s u f f i c i e n t  h a r r a s s i n g  f i r e  from ino r t s r s ,  machine guns 

and i n d i v i d u a l  weapons was placed on 3i S o t t a  t o  keep  t h e  

enemy the:re occupied and d i v e r t  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  

3 r d  P l a t o o n ' s  move. 

Before  t h e  3 rd  P l a toon  s t a r t e d  t o  t h e  l e d g e ,  i t  had 

been  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  one enemy machine gun was l o c a t e d  a t  

t h e  l e f t  2nd of t h e  v i l l a g e .  To t a k e  c a r e  of t h i s  gun when 

i t  v z s  d e f i n i t e l y  s p o t t e d ,  each  squad l e a d e r  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  

was equioped w i t h  two 60  m n  m o r t a r  s h e l l s  wired. t o  r i f l e  

g renade  a d a p t e r s  s o  t h a t  t h e  m o r t a r  s h e l l s  cou ld  be  f i r e d  

a s  r i f l e  ,zrenades. It vias f e l t  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  punch of 

t h e  60 mm m o r t a r  s h e l l  would wel.1 o f f s e t  t h e  l o s s  i n  accuracy.  

The f i rs t  man t o  r e a c h  t h e  l e d g e  was t h e  p l a t o o n  

s e r g e a n t ,  who immediate ly  took  up  p o s i t i o n  t o  observe a l l  he  

could  of t h e  s o u t h e r n  end of D i  S o t t a .  By t h e  t i n e  t h e  

p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a r r i v e d  on t h e  l edge ,  he  had l o c a t e d  t h e  PO- 

(37) P e r s o n a l  knowledge. 



s i t i o n  of r<nat was l a t e r  found t o  be t h e  s ing l e  enemy machine 

gun guarding t h a t  s lope ,  and pointed it out t o  the  platoon 

leader .  Th: gun was i n  the  corner  of a  bui ld ing,  and the  

masonry r u i n s  provided per fec t  overhead cover f o r  it, 

rendering i t  impregnable t o  high-angle f i r e .  The platoon 

l e a d e r  decided t h a t  this gun could be lmoclced out  only by a  

d i r e c t  h i t  of the  60 mm mortar  s h e l l  r i f l e  grenades. 

The W e e  squad l eade r s  were sununoned and t h e  t a r g e t  

pointed out t o  then. They mere i n s t ruc t ed  t o  f i r e  t h e i r  gre-  

nades on t i e  gun pos i t i on  during the  preparatory f i r e s ,  and 

t o  attempt t o  place t h e i r  grenades d i r e c t l y  on the  gun. The 

platoon l e a d e r  a l s o  b r i e f ed  t'ne squad l eade r s  on t h e i r  m i s -  * 
/ / 

s ion ,  s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  during the  a c t u a l  a s s a u l t ,  a l l  men mere 

t o  f i r e  coi i t inual ly a s  they moved forward. 

Each squad was a l s o  assigned an  area  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  - 
%e 1st sq>1ad was t o  take the  bu i ld ings  on the  l e f t ,  d i r e c t l y  

i n  f r o n t  of the  a s s a u l t  pos i t ion ,  t h e  2nd squad, the  bu i ld ings  

i n  the  cen t e r  of the v i l l a g e ,  and the  7rd squad was t o  s k i r t  

the  v i l l a g e  and take the  bui ld ings  on the  r i gh t .  A l l  were 

warned t h a t ,  u n t i l  the  a r r i v a l  of t h e  renainder of the  com- 

psny, the  rnen were no t  t o  en t e r  c e l l a r s  o r  caves but  ins tead  

t o  t o s s  i n  hand grenades and cover the  entrance. 

Next the  company command post was contacted by r ad io  

and the  corlpany commander i n f  omed t h a t  e l l  was ready. Less 

than thirt:r seconds l a t e r ,  the  preparatory f i r e s  from the  

company and the  support ing weapons began. The first t h r e e  

60 mm mortar s h e l l  r i f l e  grenades were f i r e d  on the  machine 

gun pos i t ion  facing t h e  platoon -- and a l l  went wide of t h e  

mark. Of t he  second t h r e e  f i r e d ,  one scored what appeared t o  

be a  d i r e c t  h i t ,  bu t  by t h i s  time dus t  and smoke from tank 



.. 
and mortar  f i r e s  so obscured t he  r u i n s  of the v i l l a g e  t h a t  it 

was impossi-3le t o  determine whether o r  not  the g ~ m  had been 

put out of ac t ion .  

A s  the  tanks and mortars  ceased f i r e ,  t he  men of t!?e 

platoon pulled tllemselves over t he  c r e s t  and s t a r t e d  up the  

50 yard s loge  i n  the a s s a u l t .  Steepness of the  s lope  slowed 

the  a s s a u l t  dovm t o  a walk, but  a s  no f i r e  was d i r e c t e d  on 

the  platoon, it was evident  t h a t  the  mortar  s h e l l  grenade had 

h i t  the  enemy machine gun p o s i t i o n  and had put it out of 

ac t ion .  

During tlie a s s a u l t ,  a l l  men of  the  platoon showed a  

tendency towards e i t h e r  unwil l ingness o r  f o r g e t f u l l n e s s  t o  

f i r e  t h e i r  weapons a s  they moved forward, a d  it was neces- 

s a r y  f o r  the  platoon l e a d e r  and platoon sergeant  t o  c a l l  men 

by name and order  them t o  f i r e .  Even wi th  t h i s  spur, i t  i s  

doubtful  i f  more than twenty-five percent  of t h e  i nd iv idua l  

weapons of the platoon were f i r e d  a t  any one t i n e  during the  

a s s a u l t  -- o f a c t  t h a t  could have been very c o s t l y  i f  t he  

enemy had been expect ing t he  a s s a u l t  t o  come f r o r r  the  south. 

( 3 4 )  

CAPTURE Or' DI SOTTA 

However, upon reaching t he  f i rs t  ruined bu i ld ing ,  t he  

men l o s t  al!. s igns  of t he  tendency t o  r e f r a i n  from f i r i n g .  

The sauad l e a d e r  of the f i r s t  squad waved t h r ee  men i n t o  t he  

bui ld ing,  and they f i r e d  p r a c t i c a l l y  a  f u l l  c l i p  each i n t o  the  

windows and door before they wei?t in.  The a t t a c k  moved on, 

t w o  o r  th ree  men peel ing  o f f  and going i n t o  each door, a s  

i t  was reached and t he  2nd and 3 r d  squads moving nor th  through 

the  r u i n s  of the  v i l l a g e  t o  the  a- ,eas  assigned t o  them. 

(34) Personal  knowledge. 



Suppor t ing  f i r e s  o f  t h e  company 'lad a l r e a d y  l i f t e d ,  

and i n  what seemed t o  be  a  m a t t e r  o f  seconds,  t h e  vr'lole p la -  

toon  was d i sposed  i n  t h e  r u i n s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ;  and g renades  

could  be heard  go ing  o f f  -- a s i g n  t h a t  c e l l a r s  were b e i n g  

c l e a r e d .  

The g renades  proved t o  b e  ex t remely  p e r s u a s i v e ,  and 

enemy s o l d i e r s  streamed ou t ,  hands h i g h  above t h e i r  heads 

and shoxti1ig "X3meradI1. A s  t h e y  came ou t ,  squad l e a d e r s  and 

t h e  plat0011 gu ide  gave them e x p 2 i c i t  d i r e c t i o n s  w i t h  k i c k s  

and r i f l e  ' su t t s  and moved them down t h e  s l o p e  t o  meet t h e  

r e s t  of ItA" Company, a l r e a d y  on t h e  way up t o  j o i n  t h e  3rd - 
P l a t o o n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Jus t  : 3 s  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  corr~pany moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  

and went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  ruins ,  m o r t a r  f i r e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  

coming f rom b:t. Adone, h i t  D i  S o t t a .  T h i s  was t a k e n  t o  be a 

s i g n  of a n  impending c o u n t e r a t t a c k ,  rind t h e  1st and 2nd P la -  

t oons ,  occupying t h e  r i g h t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  were warned. 

Af t e r  abouf two m i n ~ - t e s ,  t h e  m o r t a r  f i r e  moved s o u t h  i n  t h e  

v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  enemy c o u n t e r a t t a c k  f o r c e ,  nunber ing appro- 

x i m a t e l y  s i x t y  xen,  could be s e e n  moving down t h e  t r a i l  from 

La Torre  t o  D i  S o t t a .  

L i g h t  machine guns of t h e  weapons p l a toon  were brought  

i n t o  p o s i t i o n ,  and 311 men warned t o  hold  f i r e  u n t i l  t h e  

enemy were w i t h i n  t n e n t y  y a r d s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  b u i l d i n g s  of 

D i  S o t t a .  ?!he enemy approached cautiousl:y, a?d when met by 

b u r s t s  o f  a i ~ t o m n t i c  weapons f i r e ,  dropped t o  t h e  ground. 

Shouts  of "Kameradu and "surre?lder" cov-ld. be  heard  s o  a l l  men 

mere ordered  t o  hold f i r e .  



A Gexman-spea'ring s o l d i e r  ho l le red  t o  t'ne enemy s o l d i e r s ,  

ordering them to  s tand up, hands high above t h e i r  heads,with- 

ou t  t h e i r  weapons. " A w  Company men could d i s t i n c t l y  hear  t h i s  

order ,  i n  German, being passed back among the  enemy, S O  it  

was no s u r p r i s e  when the  e n t i r e  countera t tack fo rce ,  except  

f0.r a  few dead and wounded, stood up, and on o??er, moved 

i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  and gave themselves up. 

A hurr ied  ques t ioning of t h e  p r i soners  brought out  the  

information t h a t  t h i s  countera t tack fo rce  had \came from La 

Torre, ~ n d  t h a t  1es.s than a  platoon of  men, mostly wounded, 

were a l l  the  enemy f o r c e  l e f t  there .  Acting on t h i s  infor-  

na t i on ,  the  1st Platoon was s en t  t o  Lc? Torre t o  talie t h a t  

v i l l age .  

The platoon moved out up the  r idge ,  using the  sane 

t r a i l  t h a t  the  countera t tack fo rce  had taken towards D i  

So t ta .  The platoon was accompanied by t h e  s ec t i on  of l i g h t  

machine guns, and by a  German-speaking sol'dier. 

Approximately seventy yards from La Torre, the  platoon 

l e a d e r  d ispersed h i s  platoon i n t o  f i r i n g  pos i t ions ,  and had 

the  machine guns emplaced t o  f i r e  on the  b u i l d i i ~ g s .  '?men a l l  

men were i n  pos i t ion ,  he ordered t h e  machine g ~ m s  and auto- 

matic  r i f l e s  t o  f i r e  t h r ee  long bu r s t s ,  each. Then the  

Geman-speaking s o l d i e r  ca l l ed  t o  t:% enemy i n  La Torre, 

. t e l l i n g  them t h a t  they had s i x t y  seconds t o  come out of the  

bui ld ings  wi th  t h e i r  hands up, o r  they y?iould a l l  be k i l l e d .  

The Germans came out  i n  l e s s  than  t h i r t y  seconds. 

A s  soon a s  t h e , l s t  Platoon occupied La Torre, c l ea r ing  

P a r t i e s  were s en t  i n t o  the  network of tunnels  t h a t  ex i s t ed  

between the two v i l l a g e s ,  connecting them afid D i  Sopra. These 

tunne l s  were found t o  be a  fo rgo t t en  pa r t  of t h e  K t .  Adone 
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g a l e r i a  system, a n  a n c i e n t  t u m e l  system going  c3npletel:r 

t h rough  ::t. Adone and !;'onterumici. Wany of t h e  t W n e l S  Were 

we l l - f i t t eu '  oi7.t w i t h  l i v i n g  a c c o m o d a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  wooden 

two-decker bunks -- a good many of which were occupied by 

enemy aild "Xu Com~any wounded. Large q u a n t i t i e s  of  s m a l l  

arms ammunition, g renades ,  r i f ? - e  g renades ,  and pnnzer - f%us te  

were found s t o r e d  i n  t h e  t u n n e l s .  
rC- 

"?? Company's debac l e  was found t o  have been e f f e c t e d  

by t h e s e  t v i m e l s .  A s  l e a r n e d  from p r i s o n e r s  and l i b e r a t e d  

members of  "Kfl Company, t h e  enemy manning p o s i t i o n s  i n  La 

Torre  and D i  S o t t a  had,  a t  d a y l i g h t  on 1 5  A p r i l ,  l e f t  t h o s e  

p o s i t i o n s  and moved i n t o  t h e  t u n n e l s .  From t h e r e ,  t h e y  a l lowed 

*lR*l Company t o  cone th rough  t h e  two v i l l a g e s  unopposed, b u t  

w i t h  o b s e r v e r s  watching t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  c l o s e l y .  ',men "K" Com- 

pany was i n  t h e  most exposed p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  enemy 

moved bsck i n t o  t h e i r  f i r i n g  p b s i t i o n s  i n  D i  S o t t a  and La 

Tor re ,  t h u s  c l o s i n g  t h e  t r a p  n e a t l y .  (35) 

One c a s u a l t y  was s u f f e r e d  by *IA*l Company i n  t h e  e n t i r e  

at- tack upon D i  S o t t a  and La Torre  -- t h e  p l a toon  r u n n e r  of 

t h e  3rd P l a t o o n  was h i t  by a  s h e l l  f r a g x e n t  from t h e  enemy 

. m o r t a r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  enemy c o u n t e r a t t a c k  

on  D i  S o t t a .  

r About 8 half-hoiir p r e v i o u s  t o  t h e  a s s a u l t  on D i  S o t t a ,  

:-rord had been r e c e i v e d  f r o 3  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  "CI1 Company had,  

a f t e r  a  b i t t e r  f i r e  f i gh . t  and a  h o t  hand-to-hand b a t t l e ,  

succeeded i n  t a k i n g  D i  Sopra afid the cemetery, l o c a t e d  i n  

* t h e  s a d d l e  b e t n e e n  D i  Sopra and D i  S o t t a  -- b u t  a t  a c o s t  

of  t e n  men k i l l e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  company commander, and 7 1  

wounded. ( 3 5 )  --I 
(35)  P e r s o n a l  knowledge, S ta tement  of Capt. ?ay S t roup ;  

(36)  A-2, p. 11. 



2hus ~ ~ i t h  t'.?e c a p t u r e  of D i  S o t t a  and La Tor re ,  enemy 

' r e s i s t a n c e  on  I 'onterumici was eliminate?!. 166 p r i s o n e r s ,  in- 

c l u d i n g  wo!mded, were t a k e n  b;; "A1' Company i n  t h e  tivo v i l l a g e s  

aild i n  t h e  net~;~or l r  o f  t u n n e l s  underneath .  Consequently,  by 

1830  hour s ,  1 7  A p r i l ,  t h e  regiinent  had secured  t h e  e n t i r e  

? 'onterwnici  r i d g e  and was ready  t o  con t inue  t h e  a t tac lc  i n t o  

t h e  v a l l e y  t o  t h e  west  and nor th .  

O f f i c e r s  of  "At1 Comnany were s u r p r i s e d  t o  n o t e  t h a t  

n o t  one co!nmissioned o f f i c e r  was among t h e  -nore t h a n  160 

p r i s o n e r s  - taken i n  D i  S o t t a  and La Torre.  (77)  ' !uest ioning 

of t he  p r i s o n e r s  r e v e a l e d  t h e  s t a r t l i n g  i n f o ~ m a t i o n  t h a t  

e v e r y  G e r n . : ~ ~  com:nissioned o f f i c e r  had, upon o r d e r s  from 

h i g h e r  h e a d a u a r t e r s ,  withdrawn t o  t h e  r e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  

o f  1.6 A i ; r i Z ,  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  o r d e r s  w i t h  t k e i r  t r o o p s  t o  

" f i g h t  u n t i l  t h &  l a s t  round of axununition, t h e n  surrender . I1  

Ron-conmis;ioned o f : f i ce r s  had commanded t h e  en.er!.y u n i t s  i n  

ni S o t t a ,  3i Sopra and La Torre .  (78)  

ATJff iYSIS & CRITICISM 

C a r e f u l  s c r u t i n y  of the f :on te rmic i  o p e r a t i o n  b r i n g s  

o u t  one g l a r i n g  f a c t  -- sad  l a c k  of a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  upon t h e  

P a r t  of  tile i n d i v i d u a l  i n f a n t r y  s o l d i e r .  It i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t ,  

had t h e  3rd B?i ; t a l ion  d i s p l a y e d  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  t h a t  i s  

lzonnally expec ted  of t!?e I n f a n t r y ,  i t  vrould not have been 

n e c e s s a r y  ?o r  tl1.e r e g i m e n t a l  cOnvnander t o  commit h i s  r e s e r v e  

i n  o r d e r  t o  t a k e  h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  

O f f i c e r s  of "At1 Company, i n  r e s e r v e  a t  La X a n a  through- 

o u t  t h e  day o f  1 6  A p r i l ,  were a b l e  t o  s e e  p l a i n l y  t h e  a c t i o n  

t h a t  tool< !)lace on t h e  s l o p e s ,  and obsenred meny squad-s ized 

groups  of "IC" and llL" Companies huddled i n  d e f i l a d e  an?. i n  

(37)  Persorlal  knowledge: (78) Sta tement  of p r i s o n e r s .  



s h e l l  h o l e s ,  where t h e y  remained f o r  hours  a t  2. t i n e ,  even  

though no znemy f i r e  was be ing  p l aced  upon them. In  eve ry  

c a s e ,  such  groups  f a i l e d  t o  li~ove from cove r  u n t i l  a n  o f f i c e r  

approached and took them under h i s  c o n t r o l .  

The e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  l a c k  of a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  un- 

doubted ly  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  b o t h  o f f i c e r s  and men were 

convinced t h a t  t h e  war vras p r s c t i c a l l y  over ,  2nd a c c o r d i n g l y  

had a v e r y  unde r s t andab le  d e s i r e  t o  itreserve t h . e i r . p e r s o n a 1  

s z f e t y .  It i s  f e l t ,  however, t h a t  had j u n i o r  l e a d e r s  been  

more f o r c e f u l ,  t h i s  tendency could  have been  overcome. 

Under t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  p lzn ,  t h e  1st Bat ta l i .on ,  which had 

occupied a f r o n t - l i n e  p o s i t i o n  d i r e c t l y  benea th  D i  S o t t a ,  

D i  Sopra and La Torre  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a t t a c k ,  was noved from 

t h i s  o o s i t i o n  t o  La Tombe, L? P i a n a  and L3 V a l l e  a s  a Bi- 

v e r s i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  3 r d  B s t t a l i o n ,  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  r e s e r v e ,  was 

brought  up t o  lnake t h e  i n i t i a l  a t t a c k  on 7lonterumici.  

Th i s  plan was wi thou t  doubt  sound, b u t  t h e  advanteges  

oa ined  f r o 3  t h i &  d e c e p t i o n  viere wiped o u t  by t h e  f a c t  t h s t  .. 
t h e  3rd B a t t a l i o n  f a i l e d  t o  r e c o n n o i t r e  t h e  a r e a  t h e y  were 

t o  a t t a c k  over .  

If e a c h  of t h e  forward  companies of t h e  3rd B a t t a l i o n  

had s e n t  otlt a  r econna i s sance  p a t r o l  t o  r e c o n n o i t r e  t h e  

r o u t e  t o  t h e i r  a s s a u l t  p o s i t i o n s ,  v a l u a b l e  t i r l e  would ?have 

been  saved ,  and fewer mine c a s u a l t i e s  exper ienced .  Th i s  

p o i n t  i s  b m n e  o u t  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  llA" Company, i n  moving 

o v e r  t h e  s3me ground, a l s o  a t  n i g h t ,  s u f f e r e d  no c a s u a l t i e s  

f r o 2  mines,  due t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  ob ta ined  from "Ttl and "5" 

Company wolznded . 
Too, i f  combat p a t r o l s  had been s e n t  t o  f e e l  ou t  t h e  

enemy d e f e n s e s  on t h e  r i d g e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a t t a c k ,  Company 



mould probably have linown of many of the  enemy machine g m  

pos i t i ons  t h a t  came a s  such surprises t o  them dar ing the  

a c t u a l  a t t ack .  It i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  p a t r o l  a c t i v i t y  was sus- 

pended p r i o r  t o  the  a t t a c k  a s  a  s e c u r i t y  measure. ITowever, 

p a t r o l s  had been ac t i ve  on t h e  whole f r o n t ,  and p a r t i c u l a r y  

a t  :.ionterumici during the  e n t i r e  winter.  I n  i t s e l f ,  the  

suspension of p a t r o l  a c t i v i t y  served a s  a  warning t o  t h e  

enemy t h a t  a  s p e c i a l  a c t i o n  was being planned. 

Another f a c t  t h a t  s t ands  out i n  this opera t ion i s  t h e  

apparent l a ck  of coordinat ion between companies i n  a t h c k i n g  

t h e i r  company object ives .  For example, on t h e  morning of 

16 Apri-1, "XIt and "L" companies s ta r te r l  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  a t  

approxirnsto,ly the  same time. But while I l I C t t  Company was moving 

away from La Torre t o  escape enemymachine gun f i r e ,  "L" 

Company attempted t o  a t t a c k  Fazzano. " h i l e  "I<" Company t r i e d  

t o  a t t a c k  D i  So t ta ,  I1L" Company was i nac t i ve ,  Then when "L" 

Compzny moved again "R" Comyany was r e t r e a t i n g  from D i  Sot ta .  

This l a ck  of coordinat ion was a l s o  shown on 17 A p r i l ,  

when "A" Company a t t acked  D i  So t t a  and "C" Company a t tacked 

D i  Sopra a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes. Had the a t t a c k s  been coordinated, 

i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  Company ~ o u l d  have suff  ere6  fewer casual-  

t i e s .  A s  i t  was, i n  A l l  of these  piecemeal a t t a cks ,  tbe  Ger- 

mans were able  t o  devote t h e i r  t o t a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  a t t a c k  

of one com-dany -- and when t h a t  was repe l led ,  t o  t h a t  of 

t h e  next. 

Reason f a r  t h i s  l ack  of coordinat ion was due t o  the  

f a c t  t h a t ,  once a b a t t a l i o n  was committed, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  

commander had very l i t t l e  con t ro l  over h i s  un i t .  B a t t a l i o n  

cornrand pos t s  were loca ted  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  below the  r idge ,  

and the  on1.y comunica t ion  b a t t a l i o n  commanders had with 



t h e i r  att , lclring companies was r ad io  -- which proved ineffec-  

t i v e  a t  m o s t  times during the  a t t ack .  

"Xrl Company's f a i l u r e  t o  take  proper preceut ions  i n  

La Torre and D i  So t ta  before moving on t o  Di Sopra on 1 6  

Apr i l ,  was u t t e r l y  i n e x c u ~ a b l e .  Had La Torre and D i  So t t a  

been properly c lea red  of enemy personnel when t h e  complqy 

moved through, the  a c t i o n  would have been over twenty-four 

hours e a r l i e r  and many Amerscan l i v e s  snared. 

"Aw Company's a t t a c k  on D i  So t ta  on 17 Apri l ,  with 

one platoon a s sau l t i ng  under covering f i r e s  of the  remainder 

of the  company a ~ d  of support ing weapons, provided an exce l l en t  

example of the  e f f i cacy  of the bas i c  i n f a n t r y  t a c t i c  of 

f i r e  and manoeuver. During the  a c t u a l  a s s a u l t ,  Colonel 

Janes C. Fry was moved t o  remark to "A" Comparj comander,  

"This is Sust  l i k e  an  a t t a c k  demonstration a t  Fort  BeEningn . 
The re luctance  of i n f a n t r y  s o l d i e r s  t o  f i r e  t h e i r  wea- 

pons while moving forward i n  the a s s a u l t  is  an old problem 

t o  small unit learlers,  and i s  probably based upon the  mistaken 

b e l i e f  t h a t  a s o l d i e r  who f i r e s  19 more a p t  t o  idraw enemy 

f i r e  than one who does not.  

Ti thdraval  of the  German o f f i c e r s  from the  defense po- 

s i t i o n ,  and t h e i r  leaving f l l r the r  conduct of the defense i n  

the hsnds of non-commissioned o f f i c e r s  i s  h ighly  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

A t  the time t h e  o f f i c e r s  withdrew, it was obvious t o  a l l  of 

the  German s o l d i e r s  on T'onterumici t h a t  the  only fu tu re  

awai t i rg  tnem Tqras e i t h e r  death or  capture.  Yet they continued 

f i g h t i n g  u l t i l  t h e i r  pos i t ions  were overrun.- d-yjf ? 
A s  wa: shown by "K" Company's s eve ra l  a t tempts  t o  

f i nd  a weak l i n k  i n  t h e  chain of defense through La Torre 

and D i  Sop-a, the  Germans were expe r t s  i n  organizing t h e i r  . 



weapons t c r  t he  t e r r a i n ,  and r e l i g i o u s l y  observed a l l  of 

t h e  seven p r inc ip l e s  of defensive combat. The only approach 

t o  D i  So t t a  t h a t  was not  covered by f i r e  of a t  l e a s t  two 

automatic weasons was t h a t  used by the  3rd Platoon of "A" 

Company. :)u.estioning of pr isoners  taken on D i  So t t a  brought 

out  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Germans had considered t h i s  approach 

impassable t o  a l l  bu t  s p e c i a l l y  equipped nountain t roops ,  

and had accordingly f a i l e d  t o  defend i t  i n  s t reng th .  

ItESSOITS 
I 

1. Forceful  and aggressive l eadersh ip  on the  p a r t  

of junior o f f i c e r s  w i l l  save time and l i ve s .  
P Y H "  

2. Attacks of the  r i f l e  companies should be sub jec t  

-.. 
a t  a l l  times. 

J 
3. Control can never be any b e t t e r  than comnunicatims. 

----x>-w" 
14. Thorough and complete reconnaissance is e s s e n t i a l  . -6- 

t o  the  success of a n  a t t ack .  

*'5. A d e t e ~ ~ i n e d  defender cannot be d r iven  from a well- 
----*--=-a - * .*"d..". ., - . 

organized pos i t ion  by a i r  and a r t i l l e r y  bombardment alone. 
)IPR** -----; &Y"' . * 

' 6. Proper use of support ing weapons w i l l  save l i v e s  
v~h8wyWY...."'' 

of r i f lemen.  

7. I n  t h e  defense, no po in t  should be overlooked a s  
, I..Y,, .,i+&..~~.si":~,$g.'z~ a$a- , ... . *Bi)---*3*:.;,l-* _ , 

a poss ib le  rou t e  of enemy approach. 

1 n  t h e  a t t a c k ,  supposedly "impassablet1 obstacle* 
*".,,-* -.-+.'--''--t8---~-** .~:- -.-* ":<, r, ,> <,, ,, , . .. 

of t en  o f f e r  the  bes t  a s s a u l t  route.  

i a t e ,  high-explosive, 
w - m p  ., 7 m , m m m , w : ' - ' % ~ > ~ - - ~ t * . ~ ~ d % ; . ~  : a: 

point-detonating f rahnen ta t ion  r i f l e  renade would be of h,nM..L.:-4.r. a,.;%&-,: .*:., ~-@---*,&&+- -.,-*-- -- 
b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  i n f a n t r y  soldier .  



J 10. The bas ic  i n f a n t r y  t a c t i c  of f i r e  and manoeuver 

w i l l ,  i f  properly appl ied ,  enable the  reduct ion of the bes t -  

organized defensive posi t ions .  

1 .  T'corough lcnowledge on t h e  p a r t  of the m a l l  
1 - 

u n i t  l e ade r  of the i nd iv idua l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of h i s  men is  --- --LIL- 

an a id  t o  success i n  b a t t l e .  
i 

1 2 .  Coordination is e s s e n t i a l  t o  f i r e  and manoeuver 

t a c t i c s .  

' 13. Proper use of smoke on  enemy-held t e r r a i n  
__Y -I* 

f e a t u r e s  observing the  b a t t l e  area  w i l l  reduce the  e f f ec t i ve -  ---. 

4 Fa i lu re  t o  take  proper clearance measures i n  
. , , , ,,.:c(.i"" 

(15. Conmittment of $he reserve  a t  t h e  proper moment 

i s  the  most m i -,.,*; ,.." -.-. 'a,."-. 

116. Training of the  ind iv idua l  s o l d i e r  i n  a s s a u l t  
-~--~--m.p *,*.,: *,,.*, :. :.. 

f i r e  technique must be s t r e s sed  u n t i l  the  f i r i n g  of h i s  
. . #- .. .. - -  , ,~> ~ % > ,  -4~: .s~..;..ewAw3 u ~ * l d o * l d o r * r & W &  

piece becoxes a s  alntornatic a s  walking. 

1 17. I n  the  a t t a c k  o r  defen 
ku- 3%"- 

i '  
. . 
'li , ,', '1:. 
. . 
I 

f i r e  i s  b e t t e r t h a n  t o  cover i t  wi th  men, 
___Y.-.ll- 


