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Introduction

IF YOU WERE 10 TAKE o small-scale map of Europe and the Near Enst and
trace upon it the rootes iaken by the battalions of ihe Grenadier Guands dunng
the war, it would look like this:—

The map is not so moch a plan of the compaigns as it 15 a recond of te long
voyapes by sea, of the marches, and of the immense journeys overland in
trains and lorries: & record, in fact, of the lengthy and complicaled process
of bringing soldiers to their buttlefields at the right moment and inoa Gt state
t fight,

If you were to redraw the map to indicate only the ground which was
wrested from the enemy in octual combat, it would be speckled with dots and
dashes, There would be one constellation in norhern and central Tunisia,
another spreading like a rash over the leg of laly, and & third in north-west
Europe, in Mormandy, Belgium, und on the lower Rhine, This is the way in
which great armies are defeated and whole countries overrun. Mot in this war
only, but throughout history, il is the hattle for limited objectives, a hill-top
or a river line, a small villige or a wood, which opens the way (o unopposced
pursuil and sturtling sucocesses,  ““Tunis capitulates,” “Rome has [(allen,™
“Brussels liberated™—these make the great headlines of the day, but what
hos made them possible i the defeat of the enemy’s batinlions by our own
in positions of his own choosing. The record of the Grenadiers in this war,



as of every other regiment, is centred round names which were scarcely men-
tioned in official communiqués, Fewhave heard of Sidi-cl-Guelaa, Bow Aoukaz,
Carrocete, or the Cembalina Canal; of Fumes, Viessoix, Pont-a-Marey, or
the Valkhof., Yet these places were keys to the Mareth Line, Tunis, the Anzio
beachhead and the Po; to Dunkirk, Normandy, Brussels and Mijmepen.
This account will deal largely with such battles, small in area, but tremendous
in their consequences,

It is the story of the six battalions of a single regiment, The First or
Grenadier Regiment of Fool Guards, to give it its full title, is the senior infantry
regiment in the British Army, This does nol mean that it enjoyed any specinl
privileges, but it does mean that it had 8 repotation to uphold which was
secand to none, and that, in common with 1he other regimenis of Foot Guards,
its baittilions were apt 1o find themselves incorporated in the best brigades and
the best divisions, and fo be selected for some of the mest critical fighting of
the war, The Grenadiers were not ubiquitous, They had no battalions at
Alamein, nonein Greece, or Norway, or Sicily, and none were invelved in the
fighting in ihe Far East. In almost every other campaign Grenodier battalions
ook a promincnl part.

They fought in ihe deserts of southern Tunisio, in the lush fields of
MNormandy, 4t Dunkirk, in the snow-cipped peaks of the Apennines, on the
crossings of the lower Rhine and of the Po. They landed on foreign beaches
among the first troops of three Allied fnvasions; they were the first (o enter
many great citbes of Ewrope, and they have heard the cheers of cight nations
acclaiming their liberation. Some have fought in tanks (0 role which no
Cugrdsman had underiaken before this war), the remainder in their traditional
role of infaniry; 128 of their officers and 1,127 other moks were Killed, and
several thousands more were wounded or suffered imprisonment. There were
momenis, whole days, indeed, and even weeks, of misery and great suffering,
when their endurance under fire and in conditions of extreme heat or cold
seemed al the time to be making liile contribution to fnal victory, Bul those
Girenadiers who fought on those fields of Europe and Alrica must now be
conscious how greaf in fact was their share, The victory march of the st
Battalion through Berlin on July 20th, 1945, was a symbol of the achievemnent
of theen all,

The main object of this account 15 10 provide the men who fought with the
Girenadiers with a short record of their years of service. [t hus therefore been
fully documented with maps. In the text there has only been space enough to
describe in detail the most outstunding sctions, but in order to make the record
consecutive, if not complete, the gaps between the major events have been
filled by a form of gnnotated diary, These periods, as well as the main battles,
will be deseribed in detail in the two-volume history of the Grenadier Guards,
which is in course of preparation,



The British Expeditionary Force, 1939-1940

1939 Sept. 3 Ouibeeak of war, The st and 2nd Battalions Grenadier Ciuneds,
forming part of the 7th Guards Brigade, mobilise at Pirbright.
The 3rd Battalion, part of the Ist Guards Brigade, mohilise s
Aldershod,
Sept. 20 The 3rd Battalion land in Framce.
Sept. 29 The Ist and 2nd Batialions land in France.
Ot tex Al three battalions of the Regiment on the Franco-Belgian
1940 May frontier, digging and manning part of the “Gorl Ling™: the
Tth Gumrds Brignde east of Lille; the 1st Goseds Brigade
fifteen miles (o the south-enst. For o fortmight in Februiry
the ird Battalion hold part of ibe Maginot Line east of Mez,
where they sulfer their first casualtics of the war and sesd
thcir first patrols agninst the Germans.
1940 May 10 The Germans aitack through Holland and Belgiom.

Tie rersy CoNFRMATION of the German invasion of the Low Couontries
came on the 8 a.n. B.B.C. news on May 10th. It was not unexpected. The plans
which had been so often practised during the preceding six months were put smoothly
inia operation, and on the morning of May 11th bath Guards Brigades moved across
the Belgian frontier on the first stage of their journey to the River Dvie. The advance
of the B.E.F. was allowed to continue almost unmolesied by the German air force,
anmd the weleome given (o them by the Belgian army and civilians increased their
confidence. The two brigades halted for o few hours in the small willages round
Brussels, and then continued on foot towards Louvain.

The rate of advance was then accelernted, since the Belginns were already hard
pressed on Lheir eastern frontier and were (nlling hncﬂui:l.‘!f. Mowvement was nol
mow 30 casy. Streams of refupees were Mlooding back before the Germans, Cld men
were pushing their wives and houschold poods in wheelbarrows: mothers, with their
babies slung from their shoulders, trudged wearily through the dust; small farm-
carts, crnmmed with twenty poople apicce, fought for a plice among the luxury cars
of the well-to-do and the conveys of Allied troops and lorrics moving in the opposite
direction. There was great confusion and inevitahle loss of temper, but the pitiable
sights on the road-side made the men all the more eager 10 come (o grips with the
encmy. It was only afterwards that they realised thot the refugee crowds had
contamed many Genman agenis.

On arrival ot Louvain the [st Battalion went forward to take up positions on the
Dyle Camal, which Aowed into the centre of the town from the north to join the Dyle
piver in 4 series of locks and gates. 1t was not o comiortable position.  As originally
sited by the Belgians, it had been designed to include the whole eity of Louvain,
for which there was greal patriotic fecling, but by the time the Germans had bombed
the marshalling vards, the tangled wrecksge of engines and rolling-steck was piled
%0 high that many of the pill-boxes had a view of no more than twenty yards, and
were therefore isolated one from the other, To add o these worries, the Regiment
of Belgian Chasseurs, whom the Grenadiers found in position, had had ne orders
concerming the reliel, and refused to leave, The British and Belgian companies had
therelore 1o be superimposed, and the crowding was very great.
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The 2nd Batalion {Licut.~Colonel J. A, Llovd) was in & resérve position supporting
the 1st Battalion and the 15t Coldstream Gua The peace was broken as the encmy
approached, and the guns, stationed all round them, fired a barrage which exceeded
any fired subsequently in the remuinder of the 1940 compaign. The Fifth Column
was very detive. Arrows would be painted on the house-walls at night, showing the

ition of headquarters, British trenches would be indicated 1o the German aircraft
E:'“I'lgurﬁ scyihed out of the long grass. Every civilian became suspeoct as they
wandered over the battle-front. The Luftwaife had no opposition, and were very
active by day and night.

On May 12ih the ouipost screen reporied contict with the enemy some sevien
miles from Louvain, ind withdresw into the muin position.  In the middle of the after-
noon all bridges except one were blown up. The crowds of refugees were still pouring
across the Dvle, and i was not easy to keep them on the encmy side of the river
while they watched the preparations 10 destroy their last hope of escape.

The Belginn Chasseurs, having moved in and out of the line several times, received
their final order to withdraw just as the leading German motorised troops approached
Louvain., The Tst Baitalion were lefi with some awkwird gaps in the line as the enemy
began to attack. For 4 time the situation was uneasy, bul the main enemy effon
wis directed against the Coldstream Guaords on the left of the Grenadicrs, and
by moming the line was restored. Twice more it had seemed that the Germans
were aboul to lwnch o concerted atinck, and their patrols were repelled without
great difficulty; but then came the news that the Fr:r!rﬁ"lnljnl: at Sedan had collapsed,
and the 3rd Dhvision were ordered 1o retire 1o the River Dendre. west of Brussels,
The 2Znd Batinlion were to provide the rearguard for Tih Guords Brigade, The nighi
was very dark, and the German success signals could be seen rising in the northern
sky, where the Belgions hoad dlrendy begun 1o withdraw, The arrangements wenti
without @ hiwch. An officer who was waiting to check the hattolions ns they came
past the rendezvous wrote as follows: ™. . . it was 3 queer experience, as one did
nol know whether the first armivals would be Guardsmen or Germans. 1 had bwo
lambs with me whe bleated pathetically, and all sorts of other animals turned up,
too, looking for a saviour who could give them food and water. The Ist Battalion
of the Grenadiers were the first 1o come through, more or less intact, but already so
tired that they could only just march and, baving sent away their transport, the men
were carrying everyihing.”™ A few minutes past midnight, the last of the infantry
were through, and the Znd Battolion closed op nnd moved on behind the column
towards Brussels.

The Ird HBattalion’s first batile expenences had been much the same. They
had occupied reserve positions on the Dyle, at Huldenberg, several miles south of
Louvain, They hod dug trenches by night, and concealed themselves in houses dunng
the day, while low-flying German aircraft bombed and machine-gunned the niver
banks ahead of their infontry, The Battulion was never direetly sttncked. The
lime was pierced furiber to the south and, to the dismay of all runks, o general
withdrawal was ordered before they hod fired their first shots. They, too, joined
the long columns on the road 10 Brussels,

1940 May 17 The Tih and Ist Guords Brigades continue their withdrawal on
foot to the River Dendre, where the Tth Guards Brigade inke
up positions between Okheghem and MNimove; the left-hand
unit of the Isi Division af Minove was, by chance, the 3rd
Battalion, so that thoogh the latter was in o different Corps,
all three battalions of the Regiment found themselves in the
line side by side.

May 19 A further withdrawal in duylight o the River Escont. The 2nd
Battalion ngain active us rearguard.

1940 May 21 The 3rd Battalion's defence of the River Escaot,
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The constant withdrawals of the BEF,, which were made necessary by the
German break-through a1 Sedan, were beginning to tell on the endurance, if not
on the spirit, of the men. For the greater part of the retreal there were no lormics
io lifi the infantry, and they marched boack, often twenly miles a duy, along the
same roads up which they had driven so confidently less than 4 fortnight before.
They would arrive dead-tired at the new defence line and immediately start on the
construction of a fresh trench system, only to be ordered back once more before
they had time to put their trenches to the test of battle. Even the senior officers had
little idea of the strategy behind cach successive withdrawal, and there was nathing
which they desired more than (o confronl their enemy squarely. At the Escaut it
seemied that the chance had come ut East.

The 3rd Battalion were deployed with three companies forward on the river bhank
and one company in reserve. The Coldstream Guards were on their left, at the
village of Pecy. For a whole day the enemy had shown little sign of activity, but
on the moming of May 21st, shortly hefore dawn, they luunched n sudden and
very violent assault and succeeded in crossing the river on the boundary between
the Grenadier and Coldstream banalions. Many of the lost trenches were regained
by an immediste counter-attack, but a strong force of Germans were shll on the
pear side of the river and were beginning to creéep forward through the cornfields
tor threaten the entire position. They were well hiddcﬂ- h{ the corn, which was already
standing high in the ficlds, but at intervals & whaole ling of figures in blucy-grey
uniforms would rise to their fect, double forward a few vards, and then sink back
inte the corn, The Commanding Officer, Mujor A. H, § Aduir, M_C., ordered the
reserve company Lo attack at once and recover the hi ground on the threatened
left flank. “ It was a magnificent and inspiring sight,” he wrote, “1o see the company
dash forward through the cornfield and vanish out of sight over the ridge.” There
they came under intense fire from German maching guns hidden nt the hase of a
long line of poplars, and they suffered many casualties, among them Licul. the
Duke of Northumberland, who was killed at the head of his platoon. At this stage
the nttack would probably not huve been successful had it not been for the action
of two individual Grenadiers. The first was Lieul. H. Reynell-Pack, in command
of the carrier ;lm.mn, who took his cammiers cross the bullr.'t-sm:ﬁ: ground, wsing
them as though they were tanks, and silenced the machine guns on the left by hurling
grenades into the midst of the crews: he was killed in his carrier immediately
afterwards, The second was L./Cpl. Nicholls. His action, which earned for him the
first ¥.C. to be gained by any soldier during this war, is thus described in the official
cilation:

# . His platoon was the righi-forward platoon of his company. As he
led his section forward he was wounded in the arm by shrapael.  As his company
came over o small ridge the enemy opened heavy machine-gun fire at close range.
L./Cpl. Nicholls immediately realised the danger, picked up a Bren gun and
dashed forward towards the machine guns, firing from the hip. He succeeded
in sflencing firt one and then two other machine guns, in spite of being again
seripusly wounded in the head. He then crawled forward on to a higher picce
of ground and engaged the Germun infaniry massed behind, cansing muny
casualibes, pnid continued 1o fire untll he had no more ammunition lefi. He wos
wounded a8 least Tour times in all, but refused to give in, even when his
ammunition wis exhausted. . . 7

Nicholls was reported as “Missing, believed killed,” and when no news was received
of him for a long time, his wife was handed his Victoria Cross by His Majesty the
King. Mot long aficrwards he was reporied o be alive and well in a hospital in
Crermany, and survived the remainder of the war.

The atsck had not yet regained the whole river line, for the enemy’s fire from the
opposite bank was still 100 heavy to allow our men to reoccupy their original trenches.
Bul patrols went out (hat night to find that there were no Germans left on the near
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bank: their casualibes had been too heavy, and they hid withdraws, The Ird Bat-
talion had also suffered severely, In all, they had neardy two hundred cnsunfties,
including five officers killed ang three officers wounded. It had been o stern battle, the
first serious clish in which the Regiment was involved, and the line of the Escaut
remainod unhroken.

1940  May 23 The Ist and Tih Guurds Brigades withdraw once more, and hold
of the Gort Line near Roubaix, The ling i+ already out-
nked to the cast, and 5 abandoned before any serious

frontal pitack develops.

May 26 The withdrawal continues to the River Lys, The 3rd Battalion
at Le Touguet, just norh of Armentiéres.
140 May 27-28  The 3rd Battalion’s attack on (he Ypres-Comines Canal.

A few hours afier completing their twenty-mile march from Roubaix, the 3rd
Battalion received a written order from st Guards Brigade to continue immeduutely
io Dunkirk, ond there embark, While Major Adair was settling the details for the
march, a second order reached him, coumermanding the first, and placing his battalion
under the command of the 5th Division. The enemy, il appeared, hod crossed the
camal north-west of Comines, and though o battalion of the Black 'Watch had afrendy
been sent forward (o restore the sibisition, there was some doubt whether they would
be succesaful, and if the line gave way in this ares, the whole defensive perimeter round
Dunkirk would be endangered. The Grenadiers were to regain the ine of the Y pres-
Comines canal by an immediaie alinck,

“I saw the Grenadiers form up in perfect order,” wrote an artillery officer in the
Sih Division, “and then advance towards the enemy calmly and cheerlully —it was a
most comloning and in!rlirin? sight.,”” Their gdvance was delaved by the h .
wods, and streams of this fertile country, and 1 wes olready dark when they
approsiched the canal, As they reached the last small rive, they sow a Firm hlazing in
fromt of Comines, and soon afterwards the men of the Black Watch were silhouctted
agninst the Aames as they charged forward with the kivonel, The two leading com-
panics of the Grenadiers joined forces with the few Scolsmen who survived and
together they fought desperutely 1o clear the Germans from the west bank of the canal,
The commander of 2 Company, Capiain R. N, Brinckman, [2.5.0,, who was himsell
four times wounded, found that ke had no mone than two men kefi—5g1, Ryder, ulso
wounsded, and one guardsman,

“There was & cottage on the canal,” wrote Captain Brinckman, “which seemed
i¢ be the centre of activity of some Germans. | had five hand-grenades in my
haversack, and Tour of these | threw imo the windows of the cottnge.  Those
Ciermans who were not killed or wounded Ned back across o small bridge on te the
odher side of the canal. T said 1o Sgt. Ryder @ "We are on oor ohpective, but we
misl get hold of some more men.” 1 sent the gunrdsman back to Major Adair.
Spt. Ryder and mysell then proceeded o eraw] back to where 1 had lelt my reserve

atoon, On the way back 1 was hit again through the back of the nght knee, and
me unahle o crawl or walk, found mysell bleeding very heavily, and
decided that my mortar wound was the worst. 1 put on my field dressing, ook off
my tie snd made o ourniguel of il thhlill' we [0 fatigue and loss of blood,
I think I must have fainfed, because the next thing 1 remember waos finding myself
in daylight on a bed in the very cofiage into which | had thrown the grenides the
might before, with o German soldier, very much alive, stinnding over me, and two
or three Germans lying dead on the floor around the bed. Through the door was
another small bedroom, and on the bed | saw Sgt. Ryder, who was alive and
evidently in grean pain.”
The Battalion, now very much weakened by the loss of 2 Company, consolidated
on the ridge overlooking the canal, about a quarier of a mile from its banks, On the



s
A
Fi
4
.t
-
%

v o, LRIR,

Imkirk



Lalis

[

L ]

i oF P ot Bl Erpniaipo ol
= e T Badinfens Lrenpdu Gatrii

Gamla o Wisa

CFAl-6EA] FOHYAD HANAVHNIAHND ANL



THE BRITIEH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE T

next morning the Germans renewed therr aitacks, and the leading companies were
closely pressed the whole day, fighting back a.mnrtlg the field-ditches and hedges.
They had no food, (or it was Lﬂmmhﬂ: to carry il forward. Even Baualion Head-
quarters became directly involved when n platoon of highly skillul German infaniry
crept round 1o attack them from the Nank; the second-in-command, the adjutant, and
the intelligence officer were all among the wounded. The Battilion was ordered 1o
hold firm until 10 po., and this they did without surrendering a yard of ground,
though at one moment they were almost surrounded. They withdrew with difficulty
at the appointed tme 1o Messings, and from there drove in their lorries 10 Poperinghe,
and on towards Dunkirk.

1940 May 2930 The last siand by Tth Guerds Brigade ai Furpes.

June: 1 The Ist and Zod Battalions embark off the besches between La
Panne and Bruy Dupes; the 2rd af Dunkirk.

On the left Nank of the B.E.F., the Belgian army was about to surrender, and on
the right the French could do nothing to stem the German tide or close the gap which
was widening between the two armues. 1o a fog of weariness and uncertainty, the
Jrd Divigion drew hack 1o the sea const and held an ower perimeter of defence which
wipld allow the rearward troops to embark. In the centre of the bine, the Tith Guusrds
Brigade wis ordered 1o hold the town of Furnes, where the canal would provide a
god lemporary obstngle 1o the advancing Germans. The 2Xnd Battalion were
statboned in the centre of the town, with the 151 Bamalion 1o the south.

A the Crrenadiers mioved back 1o 1ake up these positions, the Crerman artillery
followed them northwards, and the dive-bombers tore down [rom the sky with
screaming klaxon horns, Refugees cought by the machineg guns loy in little heaps on
the road, but there was no time 1o bury them.  As the column approached the ooiskins
of Furnes, the sound of rifle and machine-gun fire could be heard in the streets: it
seemved that the cremy had already broken over the canal line. The Commanding
OMcer of the 2nd Batlalion, Licut-Colonel J, A. Llovd, Major Pakenham and
Capiain Jeffreys, who had gone ahead 1o make o reconnaissance, were all killed by
Gierman sniper. I8 wus o eritical situation. The streets which were not closed by
machine-gun fire were filled with froops of every nontionality roaming about in andis-
ciplined crowds, and ihe town was under the continuous bombardment of the German
guns. The only way 1o avoid casualtics, and at the same time (o delend the town, was
to seize and fortily every suitabie house, and by midnight every soction was barricaded
into & celliur, with orders to live and fight there, and only to come out to evacuste the
wounded and colleet the rations, Many of the houses were on fire, and the Germans
advanced their gunslinss to within two thousand yards of the town to support their
repeated attempts to cross the eanal, Though they managed 1o establish one or two
platoons on the Beitish side they could effect no major penetrution, By this tme the
Brigade had no artillery support, as all the ammunition had already been fired, and
the puns themselves destroved.

On the evening of May 3st orders were issued for the final withdrawal to the
beaches, nnd the last positions in Furnes were to be abandoned at 2,30 a.m. the next
morning. At the appointed hour both the Ist and 2nd Battalions broke contact and
drove away on the remaining lorries to the coast, Major B, B, R. Colvin, who had
taken over the command uF the 2nd Battalion afler the death of Colongl Lloyd,
described the scene on the beaches in these words: “'We reached Lo Panne in peace,
but here we ran into long queves of abandoned vehicles, left by those who had gone
before us. We pol out, ;Iu::-:ra?—ul our engines, and the men surged down the road.
This one road, for a distance of a mile, carried the whole of the 2nd Corps, and it was
not surprising that the casualtics were heavy, as enemy shells staned to fall into this
welter of men,” On the beaches there were troops from every unit in the British unui.-.
Offshore there were many ships, but they were a long way out, and the tide was only
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beginning (o flow; what smill boats there were, were used 1o ferry out the wounded,
The masority of Grenadiers thereflore continued to march along the beaches towards
Dunkirk, rather than wait for 1w¢n1_',-|'|.|ur howrs under shell fire amang the dunes,
“It was amazring (o see these thowsands of men III:L.h'iII'!._L.ﬂl.lHE the sands, more or bess o
sohid mass five miles in length and about one hundred yards broad. Squadrons of
Messerschmitts periedically atiacked . . . and ot any moment one expected o see the
enemy infantry arrive over the sand-dunes, for they had only four and 8 kall mibes
o go.” By the cvening of June 1st, the 15 and 2nd Battalions, now split up into many
partees ul-.:hg the h':n:.:lh ol the beaches, hid all embarked, and armved off the cliifs af
England next morning.

The 3rd Battalion embarked from the male at Dunkick itself, AL the entrance 1o
the dockyard,”™ wrote Major Adair, ©] met General Alesander, who had been befi in
c!Lqul.‘ when Lord Gorl was ordered awiay ihe d;l.:n.' before. He told me that there was
naw no guestion of embarking, excepl in the short hours of darkpes, and he was very
doubtful if the French could hold the Germuns back another day, | then went on 1o
the base of the mole, The whole area wias ]"l.ilr.'L &d with ambulances |'|r|1'tp:i11. ulnnu; the
wounded, There were three nnti-airerafl guns, but all their ammunition had been wied
up during the duy, and | noticed that two of their barrels were being used 1o suspend a
wireless nerial. It was pnow abaiat &, 30 | T At lnst dusk eame on, and the Biils
inlion were ordered (o move along the mole. This wis 5 slow and nerve-wracking
business, as there were several yawning gaps, covered by loose boards, where bombs
had fallen. At length we reached the end ol the picr, and we were told to get on board
the Newhaven, an old friend of mine from cross-Channel days. As the ship lefi, o few
parting shots from the shore guns fell near us. .. . When | woke up, our ship was lying
off Dover in brillinnl sunshine, '

Deanikisk, Jume, 1980, v fae Fieen™ raprvighi
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The Waiting Years, 1940-1944

ThE THREE m.ﬂuuam of lh;?i‘hrenm.jniur l'il!mdi “‘::iu:h ?muru¥ from Dunkirk
were reorganised and re-equr within o few weeks, un took up positions at
scattered points alon |ﬁmun-tlm of England, awaiting the invasion which never
came. The Tth Guuards Brigade (Ist and 2nd Battalions) were sintioned ai first round
Littlehampton and Arundel in Sussex, moving later in the summer of 1940 10 Stow-on-
the-Waold in Glovcestershire, where they neted as a mobtle connter-attack and anti-
parachutist force, and constructed part of the Green Line which ran across south-
castern England. The 151 Guards Brigade {3rd Battalion} were seni to Louth, near the
coast of Lincolnshire, where they remained unitil June of the next wear. Neither
Brigade, during this perfod, had any contact with the enemy. They waited, they dug,
nmhcjr trained ; until in the summer of 1941 the danger of myvasion began to pass,
and the strength and confidence of the army in England grew with increasing rapidity.
The Grenaclier Regiment was allected in three particular ways.

In the first place, o the original three batialions, three more were added in the
course of u single year, A dth Battalion was formed in October, 1940, a 5th and a 6th
Bantalion in October, 1941, All six battalions of the Regiment were supplied through-
oud the war with reinforcements from the Training Battalion at Windsor,

In ihe second place, the 3rd, Sth and Gth Battalions were largely released from
anti-invasion commitments, and began to concentrate on tmining for special types of
warfare, in the expectation of early employment overseas.

The 3rd Baiialion, with the remainder of 141 Guards Brigade, moved to Scotlund
where they were stationed in turn near Glasgow, Dumfries and Perith and, from these
bases, embarked on a serics of large-zcale manoeuvres, in co-operation with the
Mavy, among ihe sca-lochs and islands of wedtern Scotland and in the Isle of Wight.
Each of these exercises had a definite operution in view, although the secret of their
destination was kept from all but the most senier officers, I can now be stated that
among the projects of 1st Guards Brigade, none of which took place, were assaull
londings on the coasts of Sicily, Norway, the Isle of Alderney, northern France,
Morth Africa, and two other ploces of which there can still be no mention for
diplomatic ressons. The 3rd Battalion were never emploved in the combined apera-
tions for which they had trained so long. When they eventually wenl overseas, in
Movember, 1942, they docked peicelully at Algiers.

The 5th Battalion were also ear-marked for combined operations and, having
completed therr basic iraining 1n Dorset, they were sent to Loch Fyne in Scotland
1o expenmeni with the new tvpes of assaull crafi. Omne of the operations for which
they prepared for several months was designed to hold open the Straits of Gibraliar
in case of sudden Spanish intervention in the war after the Norh Alrican landings
The Spaniards did not intervens and, having fought with 24th Guards Brigade
through the Tunisian campaign, the 5th Battahon had no opportunity to make use
of their experience in combined operations until they landed on the beaches at Anzio,

The #th Bavalion, from the day of their formation ut Caterham, were seq asids
for a special purpose,  Unatiached to any brigade or division, and controlled directly



10 THE GREMADIER GUARDS 19391045

by the War Office, they sailed for the Middle East as a4 motor battalion in an
armoured division. *“The dormitory area of Surrey,” wrote their first Commanding
Officer, *is unsuitable for the preparation of o battalion for desert warfare,” and the
Batialion had not progressed much beyond the first stages of its training when it
left England to join 200st Guards Brigade in Syrin, shortly before the hattle of El
Alamein, They were the first batialion of the Regiment to go overseas since the
evacuation from Dunkirk.

The third imponant factor which affected the desting of the Grenadier Guards
during the remuinder of the war was the formaiion of the Guards Armoured Division
in June, 1941, This decision was reached afler many doubis had been expressed s
1o the adaptability of gusrdsmen to armoured warfare. 1t was said by zome that the
men were too tall 1o fit into the cramped compartments of modern tanks, that their
training and traditions were unsuitable, and that the Army could not afford the loss
iof their finest infantry, These ohjections were overcome and never recarred. When
the Division assembled in the area of Salisbury Plain for its first dnitintion into
armoured tactics, it included the 1=t and 2nd Battnlions of the Grenadiers {in the
Sth Guards Armoured Brigade), and the 4th Battalion {(in the 6th Guards Armoured
Brigade). The Ist Bamtalion beciume motorised infantry; the 2nd were equipped with
Covenanter tanks (1941}, Crusaders (1942 and, I'mu.ﬂ}r. Shermans (1943), The
4th Buttalion, which had started os infontry, were re-equipped with Churchill tinks
and el the Guards Armoured Division, with the remainder of the 6th Brigade, o
become an independent tank brigade, and a3 such fought through the whole campaign
in France and Germany in 19d4-45,

The Guirds Armoured Division never hacd any other role than 1o ke part in
the invasion of north-west Evrope, For three years they trained with this objecl.
first under the command of Major-Ceneral Oliver Leese and, from September, 1942,
under Major-Generil Allan Adair, who continded 0 command the Division all
through its operations overseas, In the first vear the officers and men were engaged
in aequiring the basic skill of their new trade, and then began 1o rmnge in brger and
larger manoeuvres over wide streiches of soubthern ond casiern England, The
Privision moved to Norfolk in 1943, and later to the East Riding of Yorkshire, In
April, 1944, the long period of waiting was at an end. They were concentrated at
Brighton on D day, June Gth, 1944, and lnnded in France three weeks lator.
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The Tunisian Campaign, 1942-1943

THE 3rd BATTALION IN TUNISIA

1942 Nov, 1422 Sail with 1s1 Guards Bri from Scotland 1o Algiers, where
they land o fortnight after the allied invasion of North Africa,

Dec. 37 Move by road from Algiers 1o Beja { Tunisia),

D, 10 Baptism of fire at Medjez-cl-Bab, Occupation of Grenndser
Hill on the outskints of Medjer.

Dec,-Jun. Minor engagements in the area of Medjer and Bou Arada.
1943 Feb. 35 Battle of Djebel Mansour.

AT oME TiME, during the vovage and later ut Algiers, the 3rd Batlalion had begun to
despair of ever taking part in the North African ﬁ:h'lh'lE._ Tunis, it had seemed,
would fall within o few days, and then the link-up with the Eighth Army in the region
of Tripoli would be a matier only of weeks, Butl Tuenis had not Rillen, and the Bat-
talion saw their first action not in purswit of & beaten enemy, but in defence of Med
el-Bab, The Germans were attacking. For the moment they slightly outwel

the handful of Brtish, American and French Brigades, which called themselves the
First Army, but were [ittle stronger than a single Corps, and Ist Guards Brigade, as
one of the few mobile reserves available, found 1 ves sent hither and thither ps one
point after another in the allied line became the centre of German anacks.

The batile of Djebel Mansour, the most viclent fought by the 3rd Batialion in
the Tunisian campaign, was an attempd to capture the hills which formed the water-
shed between Bou Arndn and Roban, and so relieve the pressure of an enemy attack
down the latter valley, The hills were oif-shoots of the lower Atlas, as wild and remoie
i3 the moorland of the Scotuch Highlnnds, speckled with bushes and spindly pine,
rocky, slushed by deep crevisses, misty and very cold. On these unlovely and un-
known peaks perhaps o thoussnd Englishmen and a thowsand Germans I'nuglu for
three diys 1o gmin the upper hand, In the end, it was the Germans who remained in
possession of the hill,

There were two heights which formed the watershed, DE-.-h:I Mansour and Djebel
Alliliga, divided from ench other by a deep cleft. A battalion of British parachutists
hud capiured Mansour s few hours before the arrival of the Grenadiers and it seemed
from their reports that it would be a fairly easy task to clear the summit of Allilign.
Their first attempt showed the Grenadiers thal the Germans had alrendy rushed up
reinforcements, for 65 soon as the Gunrdsmen emerged from the fminge of coppice
which veiled the lower slopes they were met by o torrent of machine-gun fire, and

gs came bowling down the hill towards them. T withdrew and made a
second attempt, but again the Germans were oo strong for them, and casualiics were
maounting. "';%r:}' tricd the nest afternoon by ancther approsch, the side of the hull
nenrest 1o Mansour, while 4 third assault was made simulianesusly by the orniginal
raute. The first succceded ; the second once more failed. I was largely the action
of a single officer, Licut, C. O, M. Wills, which gained for the Gremsudicrs the shoulder
of Alliliga above the dividing gully. Leading his platoon up between the rocks, scram-
bling on hands and knees, and clutching for suppaort at the roots of pines and bushes,
he emerged into the open to find himself under direct fire from several German
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maching guns. He rushed forward, shouting and even fnding tme 1o blow lils
hunting-horn, knocked out three muchine guns almost single=handed and wis cone
tinuing along the ridge to deal with a fourth when o bullet killed him outright. The
remuinder of the company quickly eccepied the crest, and dug themselves in 1o await
the result of the atiack ai the other end. [t failed. One platoon lor a shert time guned
n foothold, but after all the officers in that company had been wounded, ihey with-
drew hull-way down the slope, and the Battalion Found itsell split into two halves, beld
apart by o stromg Cerman force astride the centre of Alliliga.

The positien was not completely hopeless. There was still o chunce of exploming
the success guined on the other shoulder, and for this purpose twe companies were
switched over 1o thit side, artiving ot dawn on the third day of the battle. Then
oocurred on ineident which put the Gremadiers in sudden jeopardy. At the momeni
when the Germans launched a heavy counter-aitnck on Mansour, the Parachuie
Battnlion ran out of ammunition, and after defending themselves with bayonets
and even stones, the survivors were forced to evacusie the hill, The Grenodiers
were now euposed not only to anacks [rom the rear, but to (ke dunger of complete
encirchement. They were withdrawn in davhght under heavy lire

Fehk, 17-22 Delence of the piss ut Shiba by It Guards Bogode, German
advince halied by mines, ianks, and artillery.

Feb. ' 211 The Brignde moves io Thala. The enemy wathdrow withoul
i hattle.
1943 Febh. 215 Advance of ithe 3rd Battalion o the Kasserine Pass,

Tiwe Bawalion were well accusiomed by ihis time 10 sudden calls for psastance
from parts of the Mot of which they knew Little or nodlung untd ther arsval | o
longg drives by night over dusty and indifferent ronds ; to hasty preparations, almost
uncher the eves of the enemy, with oo litle time to do more than scrape a shallow
rrench, and oo few men o hold o solid line, The Brigade was nicknomed “The
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Plumbers"—the men who stop the leaks. The beak this time had become o full flood,
for the German armoured divisions had broken through on p wide front, and threat-
gncd 1o roll up from the sowth the whole communication system ol First Army. Al
Shiba they had been halted. At Thala they withdrew at the moment when they soemed
for have most within their grasp and little to oppose them. They withdrew not under
pressupe of in panic, but carefully mining every yvard of the road behind them, and did
not halt until they were back where they started, Their armoured divisions were
needed for the blow against the Eighth Army, having ¢rippled, as they thought, the
siriking power of the First

On pecount of the mines, it took twe days for our pursant 1o cover the twenty
miles between Thala and the entrance to the Kassering Pass. There had been no con-
tact with the German rear-guards in the plain, and it was uncertain whether or not
ihe Kassering Poss would be held. The Grensdiers et ofl on foot to find oul, There
wais a great bank of hills on either side of the norrow defile, perhaps eight miles wide
as measured on the map; bag twelve at least with the rise and the full and the detours
which were pecessary  Thew covered the distiines in six hours, w0 far dhead of thedr
schedule that the Battalion, much (o their amusement, swere warned by the Americans
thut they could see the figures of Crerman soldiers MaVINE about on the objective long
after the Grenadiers had in fact armived. They took with them their carriers and their
wirchkess wehicles, which found by trial and hard manual libour o roule across the
Eullies of the lower ground, b the rifle companies were spread oot in line up as far
as the highest peaks, stumbling over the rocks, hidden from each other in the mist,
and so prescoupsed with mamtmining their direction that they became almost indifferent
o the possible presence of the enemy, Hul there was no ciemy. All that they found
on the summit were the corpees and the litter of the battle six days before, and, lsoking
southwards bevond Kassening, they could distinguish not a single movement, noi
o pell of dust, o didecate how far the Germans had withdrwn,
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1941 Feh,
Mar.
Mar,

Mar,
Apr,

Apr.

1943 Mar,
Mar,

Mar,
Mar.

Apr.

Tmisks., The cosntry round Madjes-c)-Bab, i rodi ipks

. The Battalion is not heavily engaged, but
iﬁ. ¥: E-]:j.l:mm” -‘I holds various sectors of the line until
14 To Medjez-cl-Bab L‘::ﬁ in;:::f.ﬂ of German j attacks

Mhapl, 4 Troining with fth Armoured Division near Le Kef.

] Attuck through Faid to capture Kairouan and link up
with the Eighth Army. The Battalion, for the most part,
I Feserve.

3 Adtack across the Bou Amda plain, mainly by tanks.

The Battalion plays a supparting role.

THE Sth BATTALION IN TUNISIA.

i Sail from the United Kingdom to Algiers as part of 24th Guards
Brigade, Ist Division,

4 By sea from Algiers 1o Bone.

19  First action east of Beja. Pateolling, but no bantle.

MW Rejoin 24th Guards Brigade at Medjer, and occupy Grenadier
Hill.

s 1} The enemy amack with infontry ond tnks across the front of
Grenndier Hill and are repelled. Grenndiers not heavily

mnvalyved.

13 Apr. 2210 Muy 5 The Battle of the Bouw,

The 5th Battalion had had a long period of baitle moculation in the Medjerda
valley, and by the time they were ealled upon for their major effort, their efficiency
and morale stood at o high level. The task which they were now given was one of great
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difficulty. There stood, one on either side of the Medjerda river, two hills, both of
which had for five months barred the approaches to Tunis. The hill on the north
hank had been re-christened “Longstop.” The hill en the south bank was called
Diebel Bou Aoukaz—"The Bou,” The latier was the objective of 2th Guards
Brigade’s stiack,

It wis not & matler of o single or o direet assaull, for though the Bou wis visible
fram Grenadier Hill, ot was only the last and the highesy of o chain of hills, all of which
ut the sturt of the offensive by in German hands, It would hive been a more normal
procedure to leave the Brigade fresh for their assault on the final hill, using ather
troaps to clear the ground as far as its immediate approsches—il there had been other
iroops. But there were not. The whole operation, from the siam almost 1o the finish,
fell on the shoulders of the Guards Brigade. Thus the preliminary phases af the battle
were concerned with the two groups of the nearer and lower lls, cich requirmg
the effort of an entire battalion for its caplure, so that when they strode out across
ihe final sirip of plain towirds the Boa isell they had behind them severn] deepless
nights and troubled days, They had snalched victory rom those hilltops and i cage
full of prisoners, but the men were tired before their hardships had roly begun,

It is noi proposed in (his short sccount o do more than describe the fnal phase.
By the fifth day since leaving Grenadier Hill, the Buttalion had advanced seven miles
s Tar as their penultimale objective, 1o which they had given the nome * Hills Ridicu-
lows,” and the Scots and Irish Guards had captured a parallel radge on their nght
Ahead of them the great dark hulk of the Bou rose 200 feet from the end of o long
douhle spur, rited from Hills Ridsculous by an undulnting plain of cornfields.
They had four thousand yards to cover in broad daylight, and then scale the ridge to
seive two heights which lay about one thousand yands short of the summiit. The rish
Cuards would attock simmhancouwsly up the other spur, farthest removed from the
Medjerds river. Fimally, the Scots Guards, passing through the Grenadiers, would
attack the Bou itself,

As the Grenadiers crossed their stari-line, the obpective was attacked by seveniy-
twor dircraft and shelled by ninety guns, but the enemy were in great strength and en-
trenched among the narrow gullies and reverse slope positions where shell-fire could
have hittle effect upon their resisinnee, As soon as the leading companies emerged
from the shelter of Hills Ridiculows, advancing through high corm and in the heat of
the afternoon, the men were subjected to salve after salve of mortar bombs and,
when they approached closer, engaged by mnumcrable mochine guns whose fire
it wos extremely difficult to return,  Casuplties began o mount rapidly, As the
stretcher-bearers came weross the dead and wounded Iving in the fields of wheal and
poppics, they could do little more for the moment than mark the spot by lixing a rifle
upright in the ground by its bayonel. The remainder of the l:numram:e-, each one
maintaiming iis direction in face of oll opposition, pressed onwards through the corn.
i Ill:n'ns- s0 thick and heavy,” wrote one officer; “that it was like wading through the
sea.

O all the gallant actions performed that evening, there is space 10 mention only
iwo, Point 171, the Grenadiers’ final objective, wis eventually taken h;_' Lieut.
. B, Fergusson, M.C., and twelve men after they had capiured sixty Cermans
and four guns, This determined little party remained on Point 171 all night before
they could be reinforced. On o section of the ridge lurther south, | Company lought
desperately for o foothold, and the only surviving officer, Licul, P, de K. Shepherd,
knocked out two maching guns and captured ten meriars before he himsell sas kilked,
At such crippling costs, the Sth Battalion accomplished their task. They setzed and
held all thewr objectives. Tt would be difficult vo find in the long record of ihe Regi-
ment an incident which fairly motched their achievement on that Apal alternoon.

From Aprl 2Tth o May 3th, the Banalion remained there under continual fire.
The anack by the Scots Guards on the summit of the Bou only just failed, and the
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Cirenadiers found themselves once mare in the front line, clinging with great tenncity
1o their two rocky hills, and dominated at short range by the huge mass ahead of them,
In ene way the Gremadiers were at an advantage compared 1o the lesh Guards ;
their left flank was protected by the River Medjerda, while the Irish Guards were
cxposed to attack from three sides. 24th Guords Brigade had carved a deep salient
into the German positions—that was indeed the intention of the whole operation —
and there were insufficient troops o man the long line of communication which
stretched back to Grenadier Hill. The cnemy were not slow 1o discover our weakness,
Being determined 1o regain what they losd, they bepan on the second day (o
launch battle-groups of tanks and infantry through the gaps in the ridge south of the
Irish Guards, The German infaniry were invariably repulsed in a series of hand-to-
hand batiles, but the tanks broke through on two oocasions, and rolling on 1o o hillock,
Point 117, between the two battalions, not only completely severed communications
with the Irish Guards, but were directly threatening those of the Grenodiers as well,
The necessary food, water, and ammunition alwavs reached them by a clreuilons
route, although several vehicles sheliering behind Hills Ridiculoos were set ablage
andd carrier loads of morter ammunition had o moke the journey forward under
the direct fire of the German tanks. The enemy never succeeded in pressing their
attack us far west 45 the river bank, They could not send them there unsupported
by infantry, and the Irish Guards held off the infantry day afier day, Josing so heavily
that by the end of the final German attack they had ne more than cighty men left.

Bad weather was one of the few forms of suffering which were spured to our men
on the slopes of the Bow. 1t was warm, and there wins no min. But the enemy moriar-
fire, spread so thickly over so many days. was almost intoderable, The Commanding
Oificer of & battalion oulside the Brigade visited the Grenadiers an their narrow ridge,
and described his experience in these words : *“The whele position was systematically
bombarded., My nole-book which [ left on top of my trench, was punciured, my
pencil shattered, 1 had o little beisure to watch the nctivities of the Grenadiers nnd
my already great admiration for that regiment, and for the whole of the Brignde
af Guards, began to grow. It will be appreciated that in thowe dreumstances Lroops
ean do ope of two things. They can lurk in the comparative safety of their slit-trenches
all day, and become trench-bound, or they can take every opportunity to keap oul of
their trencles when there is o lull. 1 don't say which is best; the moral advintage of
the latter is obvious, and it was that course which the Grenadiers adopted. They
took every opportunity to hit back. They manned their mortars, They sent oul patrols,
They encouraged the men to leave their trenches and perform their normal dutics,
In all cases it was the officers who were to the fore.”

O the night of May 5th, a few hours before the main offensive opened down the
Tunis road, a kattalion of the Duke of Wellington's Regiment attncked and captured
the Bou, They started their advance behind the Grenadier companies, and the Ger-
mans, thinking no doubt that this was the same battalion which had opposed them so
siubbornly for the last ten doys, brought down o concentention of fire which exceeded
all their previous efforts. The Batialion then suffered their last casualiies of this
unforpetiable battle. The total, since keiving Grenadier Hill, amounted o @ 6 officers
and 54 other mnks killed ; 8 officers and 208 other ranks wounded ; 17 other ranks
missing, Only three of the sixteen officers in the rifle companies who were engaged
from the start remained unharmed on the morning of May 6th,

It wis only Inter realised what & fremendous contribution 24ih Guards Brigade
had made to the Tunisian victory, Measured in terms of miles, they had made no
very sturiling sdvance | they had capiured no place whose nmme was known to the
outside world, and had not even mken their final objective, Djebel Bou Aoukne.
That wis one nspect, the depressing aspect, of the batile. On the other hund, they had
more than fulfilled their ultimaie intention in drawing away from the viinl sector
a part of the German infantry and armoured forces which was greatly in exeess of their
own strength. They had made so deep a penctration of one of the most sensitive
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parts of the line that the enemy thought it necessary 1o concentrute ull the tanks of
o Panzer Division and the larger part of an infantry division in an unsuceessful attempt
to regain what they had lost.

THE 6th BATTALION IN NORTH AFRICA.

1942  Junec 16 From Liverpool to the Middle Enst, calling ew route at Durhan,
o Scpt, B in South Africa, for o three weeks' visit,

Oet. 1o In camp with 200 st Guords Brigade at Quiano in Syria.

1943 Feb, One-thousand-mile tour of northern Syria to show the British
Maw, flag.

1943  Feb. 7T  Overland jourmey of 2,200 miles to join Eighth Army at
L Mur, 2 Moedening in southern Tumisia,

March & Baitle of Medenine, 200st Guards Brigade destrovs seventeen
CGerman tanks, almost withowl loss. The Crenadiers in
reserve and scarcely engaged.

1943 March 16/17  Battle of the Horseshoe (Mareth Line),

The 6th Batialion had waited o long time for thear brst battle and, when it caomae,
it was one of such intensity, involving such bardship and loss, that it can scarcely be
miztehed with any other battle in which the Grenndiers were engaged doring the whole
war, It was won, and then lost aguin, during the course of a single moonlit night.

The object of the attack by 2005t Guards Brigade was (o capture o fng, or “horse-
shoe,” of low hills which were held by the Germans as an outpost immediately south
of the Mareth Line. The main coastal road passed through the centre of the hills,
which fanned out on either side of it, rising in bare, , but fairly gentle slopes
1o their highest pomt in Sidi el Guelas (30 fest). Two battallons were 1o altack
abreast, the Grenadiers on the right, and the 3rd Coldstream Guards on the kel
The attnck was 1o be made by night when the moon would be bright enoogh for the
men o move with ease over the rough country without betraving to the enemy their
approiwch across the open plain,

It was to be a “guict operation,” the sori of attack most suited to troops who
were poipg into sction for the first time—in the words of General Mnulgumury,
“A good party’-—supporied by nearly 150 guns, and against opposition which was
believed to be small, The air photographs revealed no sign of mine-laying. but they
did show that there were two obstacles of importance. The first was a deep gully,
with precipitous sides varying between five and thirty feet deep, known as the Wadi
Zess,  The second wis o system of artificial blocks across the road. On the basis of
this information it was decided to split the Battabion inio two halves, the three
assaulting companics, 0 whom the obstacles would present little difficulty, and a
“consolidation group,” including all the heavier weapons such as anti-tank guns
and machine guns, which could only be brought forward once an arificial way had
been made across the wadi and the road-blocks demolished. This ks a perfectly normal
form of infantry atizck which has socceeded mony times, The mfaniry
capture the enemy trenches with the use of such weapons as each man is able to
carry, supporied by the artillery : once they have signalled their success, the remiining
hours nr'p;:]rkn:ﬁ are employed in bringing up 10 them the smmunition and heavy
weapons with which (o meet the inevitable counter-attack ot down.  IF the infantry
for any reason are deprived of this support, their early success turns (o ther
disndvaniage, for they are weak and isoloted just at the moment when the encmy
are strongest. It is o matier half of calculation, half of guess-work. There would be
time enough to overcome the known obstacles and allow the vehicles forward-—that
much was certmin. It was estimated that the enemy was weak, oo weak to mount
a big counter-attack, too weak to loy many mines, and that he would be thrown
complotely off his halance by the weight of artillery and violence of our assaualt.
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All these conclusions were mistaken. The enemy was not wenk: he had available
the greater part of the 90th Light Division, one of the best in the Afnka Korps.
He was mol unprepared for the atinck: by the capture of an artillery officers map
and two Crenadier puncdsmen, be had discovered exacily when, where, and by
whom the attack was to be delivered. He had not omitted to lay mines; he had lnid
them so thickly, that in the words of one of his own interrogators after the batile,
“it seemed o mirncle that even the infantry had managed to penetrate them,"”

Thus the seeds of disaster were sown before the Grenadiers even left their
assembly area. In the confidence of their ignorance, and in high spirits, the jreat
minss of the two battalions picked their way through the thin olive groves und
advanced covered by an arch of shell-fire (o the edge of the Wadi Zess ¥ crossed
it without difficalty some minutes ahead of their timed programme, re-formed by
their companics on the far bank, and waited, as so many have waited on so many
battleficlds, hall in capgerness, half in dread, for the minute hands of their watches 1o
crawl towards zero hour, Some of them found, during this brel interval, a thin
wire running parallel to the wadi and close to the ground. They cut it. thinking that
it might be connected 1o a boohy-trap. It was not a booby-trap; it marked the outer
edpe of the first mineficld.

They began to move up the hillside towards the Cerman trenches, The enimy
muching-gun fire did not worry them unduly, for most of it passed harmbessly in
red tracer streaks over their heads, and it was 4 littde time before they realised that
the mumerous explosions which wrenched the ground and tore ot their lower limbs
could net all be coused by moriar fire. It was the explosion of mines—shrapnel
mines, the Italian box mines, heavy teller mines. As they struggled Blindly forwird
men began 1o fall on every side, but the survivors did not pouse, knowing that ther
danger could only be lessened by coming to grips with the enemy. Filled with fury
andl determination, =0 engerly that some of them were wounded by the shells of their
own harrage, they breasted the final ridge, cleared the edge of o second and vet
thicker minehield, and doubled forward in the pale moonlight and smoke of battle
o find the Germans Iving terrificd at the bottom of their entrenchments. Those who
refused to surrender were killed by bavonets, and those trenches which were too deep
for o bayonet to reach the bottom were plugged with grenades, Not more than ten
prisoners were laken.

Silence, except for odd bursts of machine-gun fire, descended on the hills, To
those wutehers in the plain who had seen the red and green 'V:E lights rise as signals
of success over the three Grenadier objectives, it scemed that all had gone extremely
well, Tt is true that the Grenadiers had done all thot had becn demanded of them,
but it had been at appalling cost. 4 Company (Mujor T, P. Butler, D50 had
already suffered 75 per cent, casualties; they had only two Bren guns in working
order, and linle ammunition. 1 Company, rallied onto their objective by Major
Evelyn's hunting horn, could only muster thirty-five men. They were isolated one
from the other, and all of them from Battalion headguaners and the consolidution
group. Their light wircless sets worked, if at all, only of long intervals, and they
were unibie to report their positions or el for ariillery fire, The Coldstrenm Guards
haid reached the summii of El Guelaa but had not been able 1o hold i, and strong
pockets of German infantry, by-passed by our advance and momentarily stunned by
the impact of the barrage, now began 1o raise their beads and weapons (o shoot
ilo the rear of our forward companies and block all approaches to them, A little
later, a5 the moon sank lower on the horizon, enemy jnﬁmlr}' began to erawl round
the exposed flanks and burst upon our platcons with showers of grenades and bullets.
ﬂllh Il:hd:u attacks were r:p:llcﬂrbd the men waited on the efforts of ther comrades

L1 8

Ternble scenes were ocourring al the wadi crossing.  The suppers, of whom only
two were beft unharmed in the morming, mamsged after an bour's work 1o excavaie
channels by which a few vehicles could enter and leave the wadi. Ten carriers were
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blown up by mines in the wadi-bed itsell, and those that gained the far bank found
themselves unahble to go any further. Wherever a vehicle moved, it would blow up
within n few vards, and the crews were lucky if they escaped with their lives, Six
officers were killed in this manner and two others wounded, yel the supvivors
continued 1o search for & passage, and eventually one was found. Licut, J. H.
Wiggin siruck almost by chanpce a path which was not mined, and running a gaunilet
of fire, he ook four carriers up o the supposed position of | Company, He never
found them. Thoogh Major Evelyn heard his shouts, he was unable o attract
Wiggin's attention before he moved off to search another area and, by this unhappy
chance, an opporiunity was missed which, even at that late hour, might have saved
the Baitalion.

The caswaltics among the consolidation group were now even greater than those
of the sssault companies, The wadi was und{:'udlmct fire from ten or twelve machine
s, and @ blaring lorry illuminated the whole area, focuwsing German  montar
re on the few vehicles which remained. Just before dawn it became clear thai,
even if help could be brought 1o the companies, they would be oo weak to with-
stand Turther attacks, and now thet Sidi ¢l Guelia was lost again to the enemy, there
would be no object in leaving the Grenodiers on the lower ground. At 5230 pm.
Brigadier J. A, Guscoipne, D.5.0., pive orders for bath battalions 1o withdrow,
It might seem that if the companies had succeeded in crossing the minefields to capture
their objectives, they would bave less difficulty in wathdrawang back 1o their own lines.
But this wais not so. For one thing, commumicitions were still extremely bad, and
| Company never received the order an all,  For anether, each company wos very
mivch weakened and virtually surrounded. It wouold be & matler nIPI ing their
way buck, of leaving the shelter of their trencles under point-blank fire, and crossing
the mincliclds without the assistance of @ barrage, 10 was neverthebess attempted.

The survivors of 3 Company—there was not @ single efficer lefl alive among them—
were brought back to the sadi with fair success. OF the other two compunies nol more
than a handful returned. Major Butler, the commander of 4 Company, describes
his experience as follows: “There ks a very close and ever-tightenting ring round
pur position.  In the effort 10 improve the situation 1 call for artillery fire all round
our hill. It docsn't appear 1o do a(gmm deal of good in spite of shells bursting all
round ws. After alT;hl: lll the Cermons start closing right in, and some hiter
close-gquarter fghting takes place with grenades™ In atlemptling 1o knock oul o
machine gun, Butler was wounded and captured. He concludes: "It was only
months Inter that 1 heard than the remainder of the company was overwhelmed.”
Of 1 Company i few men were rescucd in daylight by o second carrier patrol led
forward by Wiggin, but all the officers of that company were killed, wounded or
captured. The Commanding Officer, Liewi.-Colonel A. F. L. Clive, M.C., was
himsell wounded an the very last moment, and the remunder of the Baitalion with-
drew (o the same positions which they had left, =0 strong and so confident, just
sixteen hours before,

S0 ends the slory of o gallant failure. How much it had cost the 6th Batalion
is shown by the casualty list. 63 other mnks had been killed, 8% wounded,
and 104 taken prisoner. Among the officers, 14 were killed, 5 wounded, and § taken
prisoner.  All that good planning, leadership and high courage could do had been
done, =1 oply saw one man,” wrote the Commapdimg Officer, “who showed the
fear we all feli, and be came on when encournged.” In spite of all difficultics the
Grenadiers had succeeded in their assaull. They capiured all their objectives and
held every one of them until the mement they were ordered 1o withdriw for reasons
quite outside their own control. 1t must be added that those men did not suiler
and die in vain, The Germans came o regard the Horseshoe as the key 1o the delence
of the Mareth Line, They reinforced i before, duning and after the bagtle with
troops which they could ill spare when the Mew Zealanders marched round their
right Mank 10 El Hamma, and =0 forced their wathdrawal from the entire fine,
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1  Through Gabes to the Wadi Akant. Grenadiers feagn an
(14} [ nttack between the road and the sea,
£  The Batialion mounis a guard of honour for General
Montgomery's eniry into Bausse,
Aprl 20 Grenadicrs enter Enfidaville. -
ay 3 200st Guards Bripapde moves round to join Firt Army near
Medjez-cl-Bab.

TUNISIA, THE LAST PHASE. 3nd and 6th BATTALIONS.

1943 Mlay 6 First Army delivers the final Mow, Two infantiry and two
wrmoured divisions attack south of Medjez-el-Bab on a narrow
fromt. st and 20081 Goards Brigades, both under command
nfhaﬁlh Armoured Divisdon, play litlle part in the opening
Phases,

May 7  Fall of Tunis and Bizerta.
May 8 Batile of Hammam Lif.
May 12 End of Tunisisn Compaign.

Hawving lost Tunis in the same hour as Bizerta fell to an American corps, the
Crermans still had a small chance of saving whal remained of their army by holding
ihe peninsula of Cap Bon long enough to prepane their evacuation by sen and air. All
depended on stemming the British advance at the defile of Hammam Lif, the gateway
which led from the plain of Tunis into the base of the peninsuln. Hammam Lif
was a small French town, little more than a coastal reson, and the summer residence
of the Bey of Tunis, resting on a ledge of low ground between the sea and the massif
of Dichel Bou Kournine. The northern line of houses fronted the actual beach;
the southernmost were raised slightly above the level of the town at the foot of the
precipitous cliffs. The town formed o complete hlock, 17 a way could not be found
through the strects, and quickly, the momentum of the whole advansce would be lost
and the campaign, perhaps, prolonged by severnl weeks,

Although the enemy were alrendy thoroughly disorganised, their focal com-
manders were sufficiently nlert 1o realise the wetical imporince of Hammam Lif,
They collected a strong ;um of infantry from the thousinds of stragglers who had
csciped south-cast from Tunis, I;ml some of them, amounting o aboul iwo
battalions, on the peaks of Djebel Bou Kournine, and the remainder ai the western
end of the town iself. The backbone of the defence was formed by o score of wnti-
tank guns hastily sited in the gardens of the houses and sctually inside any large
buildings whose walls they had time 1o breach,

Outside the town 6th Armoured Division were scitling the details of their plan

and, while & rain of shells poured into the streets, the Ist Guards Brigade were
bBraught up in lormes. The Weldh and Caoldstream Gunrds scaled the western slopes
of Kourmne and, after o stiil skirmish, occupied the crest and looked down u;rvc!v_:
the roofiops of the town. This was not sufficient to dislodge the Germans.
Jrd Battnbion of the Grenndiers were ordered to hold themselves in readiness 1o
clesir the streets in daylight. The Battalion had sturted 1o micreh towirnds the sei-
cosst, where they were to form up for the attock, when news reiched them thit the
Lothians and Border Horse, one of the nrmoured regiments of the Division, had
atincked with astonishing boldness and success. Several tanks had been knocked
oul even before they had gained the first houses, but others had overwhelmed the
German anfi-tank  gunners before they could fire again. Two troops found. the
beaches undefended and, ploughing throwgh the actual sirl, had emerged behind
the town, leaving the defenders ai o hopeless disadviniage.
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The Grenadiers were immediately dispatched 1o follow up the tunks and complete
the capture of the town, Hoving started cautiously and methodically to clear the
blocks one by one, they soon found that there were few Germans unwilling to
surrender without further argument, and the civilian ulation, French and Arb,
streamed out of their cellars 1o press wing, flowers and kisses on their liberators,
making their further progress .ﬂ]l,l'l-'lﬁ!hl impossible. A small pany of Grepadiers
entered the Bey's paloce, which lay in the central squire. They found the Tunision
ministers assembled in the throne-reom among o liter of broken gluss and glt chairs,
wwaiting the British envoys with some apprehension and overwhelming them with
offers of allinnce as soon as they appenred. The Bey himscll was semt for. He
enquired graciously after the health of Their Majestics the King and Queen, and
offered 1o invest the Britich Divisionn] Commuander with a high Tunisian order.
It was courteonsly declined. In the counyard owside the palace a company of
Grenadiers and o detachment of the Bey's own bodyguard had been deawn up 1o
receive the Gieneral.  Each presented arms in turn while German shells, fired
extrems range across the water, continuved 1o burst harmlessly slong the beaches,
and columns of smoke to east and south signalled the mounting success of our
pursasit.,

The thirty-five mibes [rom Hammam Lil to Hammismet, on the fur shore of the
peninsula, was covered in forty-cight hours. The tanks led the way, moving heavily
through the corn, while the infuntry followed up behind, cach Guurds Brigade
aliernately in the lead, either striking ncross country (o search the encircling hills
where no tank could pass, or shepherding the thousands of prisoncrs into makeshift
cages at the roadside. By might the Banalions would be required in turn (o protect

Tundsia, the last phase,  Aay, 1943,  Gremdier despaich
rHler escoriisg Gorman prisaners.
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the tank harbours while the crews snaiched i few hours” sleep, Neat morming, long
before it was light, the camps would be astir with preparations for the day’s march,
and the wide scythe-like sweep to the south, delayed now by a demaolished bridpe,
now by o small knot of ememy proodly indiferent to the mass surrenders of their
fellows, comtinued until it was too dark for the tanks 1o distinguish (riend frem foe
ap clear ground from broken,

The Eighth Army remained, during this decisive week from May 6th 1o May | 2th,
in static positions between Enfidaville and Bou Ficha, their right flank on the sea
and their left on the high rdges which sloped up towards Dhebel Zaghouan,
Op to them were two sirong Germian divisions, who lefl unllf 1o late il they
had ever intended it) their retreat into the Cop Bon peninsula. Onee Hammamet wis
entered by 2005t Guards Brigade on the 10th their retreat was cut off and, early the
nest morming, the guns of the Eighih and the First Armigs were shellimg the same
targeis. Gith Armoured Division drove almost unopposed into the rear of the Afnke
Korps. A few anti-tank guns were switched round and a few more bridges blown
up in an attempt to meet this threat, but, in the late afiernoon of May L23h, white
flags—sheeis, shiris, handkerchiels, unything they could lay ther hands on—began
o futter from the German trenches. The commander of the Wb Light Division,
the same division which had opposed the 6th Banalion on the Mareth Ling,
received o deputstion at his headiguariers and formally surrendered.

In this last hoor of the Tunistan campaign the 3rd Battnlion were orderad forward
to complele the tiumph. Doving across the open plam in their lornies, they passed
ihe lending tanks and rode up as far as the ground would allow into the very foothills,
where the Germans were urrl:urdz.' tﬂjmmfm 1o leave their trenches and gather by
their companics and battulions for ther march info caprivity, Ligtle more was reguired
of our own men than to asist formally ot thes great act of surrender. The German
troops were excellently disciplimed. T had destroyed all their equipment except
the barest pecessities, and driving northward in their own loreles escorted by a British
carrier at the head and tail of sach column, they seemed a8 proud in their defest as
though they had gpuined & L victory, The camp fires of the First and Eighth
Armics, now indistinguishable on the strip of coastal plain, damly Lit up the forms
of sleeping men, the lines of marching prsoners, and the shapes of Sherman tnnks
brought tood kolt. no1 by enemy action, buat by the achicvement of complele victory,

- L] -

AFRICAN INTERLUDE. Jrd, 5th and 6ih BATTALIONS,

Shorily after the end of the campaign in Tumnisia, the three batialions were dispersed
i different stotions i Norh Afrece, ownlting orders to embark for the maimnland of
Europe,

The 3rd Batialion waited the longest. They spent June and July, 1943, &t Sousse,
one of the bases for the nitncks on Paptellerin and Sicily. They ook no part in edther
campaign, bul pssisted the embirkation of other troops and guarded the prisoners
whis were sent back to Morth Africa, In August they moved 1o Algeria, first w
Guelma and lter o Constantiine, where they remained until their depariure for
TItaly in Februnry, 1944,

The 51th Baualion gusrded prisoner-of-war camps near Tunis [rom May 10
August, 1943, and then moved (0 Hommamet, where they trained cnergetically unnil
Movember., In that month they sailed from Biena to Taninto, in Laly.

The 6th Babtafion spent two months af Bone, in Alp:rin. followed by 2 shon
period ot Sousse. In cnrl:!f August |J1|1:,- maved o Tripoli in Libyva, and from there
sailed as part of the invasion force which landed at Salerno.
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THE fh BATTALION IN SOUTHERN ITALY.

1943 Sept. 5 Sail from Tripoli.
Sepl. 9 Landing at Salerna.

Tur wast coxvay of six divisions, three British und three American, rounded the
north-west gorner of Sicily and approgched the Balian coast on the afternoon of
Seplember Bth. The Grenadiers were surprised o see land ahead as enry us 4 pm.,
for the Arst roops were nob due w wouch down until 3,30 the next morning, 1L was
the lsde of Capri. Many thowght that E:'E]I.H o the plan hnd been changed: that the
landing would be unopposed, or even that the convey would sail straight into Mpln
larboaer, This impression grew shonly afterwurds when a launch came alu:ﬁn
ench ship in turn and the news was shouted up through a megaphone that the ltalians
h.m.i sgned an armistice with I;Im Allies, There was immense jubilation on board,

“1 teok hall a botthe of sherey,”” wrote a Grenadier officer, “which | hnd been saving
to give me courmge on the following morming, ook it o the bridge und, with the
Skipper and First Lieutenant, celebruted the downfall of lualy.” The news was
confirmad by the sis o'clock BB.C. news-bulletin. When darkness cieme the comvoy
was gliding slowly towards the beaches, while on land the Germans were hurriedly
Iiil.F;:il'LF over from Nalian troops, by force or persugsion, the whole system ol coustal
defences.,

The Grenadiers, who were lving some miles off-shore ox the feading bri
fanded nest moming, heard sounds of shooting on the beaches and saw & fire blaze
up in the direction of Salerno, The wireless repons showed thst the benchhead had
been pained againd fuirdy light opposition, and at 7.30 am. 201s Guards Brigade
were ordered to land with their i d;Iu. Aank on the Tuscinno stream,  They steered in
through o smoke-screen laid by destrovers, lindle disiurbed by Germun artillery fire,
which for the most part streaked over their hesds towands the bigger trunsports
anchored in the bay, and londed dryshod and secure on o narrow sinp of sand.
I§ wis ;h: I:‘:nllll time any Grenadier batialion hod set fool on the mainland of Europe
sinee [henkirk,

They moved rapedly off the beaches 1o an agreed concentration aren a few
thowsand vurds inland, and here the companics were grou for an immediate
pdvance (o Haitipaglia, 1the Key point on the road system in the Botish sector. The
country which bay before them was heavily cultivated, in places with fickls of -.-nm
which had just been reaped, in others with 1obacco plur'lla. stupcing erght feet hi
forming o bocal jungle through which no man could pass silently or with ease, 'lEh:
few open siretches of pasture-land were cut by dyvkes and difches, which made tank
movement off the lanes und tracks almost impossible. The mountasing, on this day,
were only visible through a distant hare.

The Battalion set off about 4,30 p.m. through the encircling arms of the leading
brigades of their division, but they mel troable within a few hundred vards—anti-
tunk guns, muching guns, mortars, which inflicied the frst casualiies and delayed
the ndvapce till mightfall, Atlempting 10 push forward in darkness, the leading
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company was halted at close range. At dawn, though they made some progress, the
infantry were unable to advance far, for the Germans by this ime had brought heavy
tanks down to the confines of the beachhead and were already belter organised
for defence than our own men were for attack. A fourth attempt was made durning
the moming, and this time the Batinlion reached the moin eoastal road withow
heavy Aghting and took up their positions on the west side of the bridpe leadin
directly into Battipagha. The town itsell was strongly held by German infantry ung
tanks,

The situntion uf this stage was disappointing, but nod alarming.  Although the
roid had been cut, not o single Toothold on the whole width of Filth Army's front
had been gained in the hills, and the beaches and shipging were still under heavy
fire. 200st Guards Brigade, who had enlarged the beschhead 1o a greater depth than
any other formation, were ordered (o remain where they were, and Ehcir only offensive
action was the attack by the Scots Guards on a tobaceo factory which lay just south
of the road to the left of the Grenadiers, The attack failed afier ¢ ingly ficrce
fighting, For forty-cight hours the two battalions held off German atticks across
the road. The enemy were probing our defences with small groups of infantry and
tanks, infiltrating throwgh the thick vineyards 10 the rear of our positions. The line was
never broken, for the enemy never took full advaniage of their superiority, bui the
situation became increasingly uncomforiable.  Every man knew how shom a distance
separated him from the beaches, and that in the whobe British Corps there was scarcely
u single battalion in reserve. Under constant bomnbardment from the hills just ahead,
acutely conscious of the gaps in the fine to left and right, they were filled with a
sense of exposure, frustration, and even of impending disaster—a fecling of loose-
ness, of porosity, where sll should hove been tightly sealed.

Three days after the first londings at Salermo it became clear that the Fifth Army
could net hope 1o break out in the direction of Maples before the link-up with the
Eighth Army advancing from the toe of Italy. On them depended more and more
the very survival of the Salerno beachhesd. Prisoners of war rted that an all-out
German attack was impending. In one place, not in the Guards Brigade sector, the
enemy penctrated to within 1,500 yards of the besches, and even DUKWs and
amphibious jeeps took up hull-down positions in the dunes o few feet from the
breaking surl. To meet this threat the line was shortened. The Brigade was with-
drawn on September 12th from the main road o a new iicn o mile in rear, where
the battalions were mose closely interlocked and the Brigade could even afford 1o
wie the Grenadier battalion in & role of close reserve (o the other two. The shells
of the heavy German guns and British warships cruising in the bay arched over their
heads day and pight, bui the sitwation never again looked 0 fe after the
withdrawal. On the |Tih the Eighth Army linked up with the Americans sooth of
Pacstum and the combined force swung northwards towards Pompeii and Naples.

1943 Sept. 19 Close fighting in the hills norh of Salerno,
w 27

Oct. 10 In position in the streets of Capua. The Battalion prepares for
an aszault crossing of the River Volturno, which is cancelled
at the last moment.,

Oet. 17 Capture of soccessive hilltops leading from Capua towards

to MNow, 2 assine, mecluding Point 860, which falls to the Grenadiers
after a long advance by night,

HNov, T-100 First Baitle of Monte Camina.

Dee, 2100 Sccond Batthe of Monte Caming,

The name of Monte Comino never found its mghtful place with Salerno, Anmo
and Cossino as one of the great battlefields of the lalian campaign. In later muntllu
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the soldiers of the Filth and Eighth Armies would skirt it esstern slopes, hurrying
northwards up the main rond from Maples to Rome, without so much as o glance
at its bonely summit.  To them, unless they had taken part in the battbe, it wis just
another moantain mass, o vist hulk of grey rock, no higher than many in the centrnl
Apennines, filling the gap between two valleys with ouistretched ridges and grasning
chasms. But the French troops, who had not fought there themselves, chose Camino
for the site of their memorial to thewr fllen Brinsh comrades.  There jt still stands,
p murble slab set pmong the boulders close 10 the spor where the Grrenadiers made
their greal demonsiration of courpge nod endurance, 1L bears this inscription:

AUX COMBATTANTS HRITANSIGLUES
TOMAES GLORIEUSEMENT AL METE ©4%] N0
ROVEMARE-DECTANHE, |5943
LS GOLUVE MARDCAINS

The Ciuards Brgnde had not expected very heavy fighting, Caming, like Sidi-ei-
Cruielna, was reparted 1o be lightly held, an ouipost (o the Germean winder line wihich
pan through Cassipo, It scemed 1o be 4 matter of o long frudge up the mountain
shope Todlowed by oo guick oot and thrust to gain the sammir; they hod ::x_pln: ume to
prepare and the artillery support was overwhelming. It was the type of operation
whach they had carcied oul seecessfully tme and time again, butl on this occrsion
the preliminary information was at faule and, far Trom being a mere outpost, Camino
formed part of the winter ling itsell and was very strongly defended. In briel the
story of the battle was this: The Gerenadiers gaingd nll but one of their objestives,
and fought Lo rewin them for four davs under insufferable conditions; they were then
relieved by other troops and, shortly aftersards, the mountain was abandoned 10
the enemy, ol to be recaplured until o month later,  In the end the task which had
been mlloticd o g single battalion was only accomplished by the deployment of an
entire corps.

Al 2 a.m. on November Tth the Grenadiers, in o long column, began moving up
the southern spar, which they mamed (but not in such polite terms) ™ Bare-back
Ridge.” (sec map, page 42). A circle of heath fires, ignited either with intent by
the Ciermans or accidentully by our own smoke-shells, lit op the whole mountain
bowl through which they hod to pass, and scarcely had they lefi behind them the
last covering position of the Coldstream Guards, when enemy machine guns began
1o play on the crest and stopes of the ridge. This danger was avoided by hugging o
convenicnt fold in the ground. There was no further interference by the enemy
unitil they neired the summit, bul the approach morch was cven more exhuusting
than they had feared. The ridpe was buili of great boulders separated by narrow
crannies in which the men's feet would catch and stumble. The column was foon
pulled out into 3 leng and straggling line. Three or foar Bimes the leading company
thought they hod gone far enough, only to find that they had reached a false crest
and it was necessary (o spur the men on to vet another effort. The first objective,
Point 727, was reached while it was still dark, and it was found unoccupied. There
wis still another thousand yards to go 1o the summit, and the two forward COMPRNICS
only found themselves within striking distance just az the down was beginning 1o
lighten the sky, MNevenlbeless, their own safety, and that of the remuinder of the
Hattalion behind them, depended upon o quick assault, This was carried out with
greal suceess, for the Germans turned and ran as our men reached the top. The first

had been accomplished at small cosi, The real batile of Caming had scarceky

1.

The growp of hillocks which formed the crown of the Camino massil was arranged
in the form of an inverted frinngle.  1is sooihern apex, Point 727, lay at the upper
end of Bare-back Ridpe, its base exiended from Point 615 through Point B1% o a
pyramidal hill alled Monastery Hill at the eastern end, At & am, on the morning
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of Movember Tth, 4 Company was on 727, and 2 and 3 Companies closely grouped
round 819. | Company and Battalion Headquarters were still on their way u
Burc-back Ridge and coming under heavy fire in the gathering daylight. It IF:
1m ant to realise that, during the first hattle of Camino, neither Mongstery Hill
{wm hird not been one of the onginal objectives) nor Point 15 were ever mguum:l.,
and the thouwsand yard gap, “"The Savcer,” which lay between 319 and 727 wos
undefended ground, open to enemy patrols operating from either fank.

The encmy hod not withdreown far and scemed determined to regain what they
had lost. At first they contented themselves, from their positions of superior
observation on Monastery Hill, with direeting heavy machine-gun fire on the twa
forward companics and mortnr fire on the fwo rear companies ond  Bavalion
Headguarpess, but that night and all subsequent nights they semi strong patrols
between the two halves of the Battalion, cutting the supply route and attacking each
platoon in turn and from every direction. Sometimes the mist was thick enough for
them to repeat the same harossing tactics in the dayiime. Chsunlties reduced 2 and
3 Companict and a company of the Scots Guards, which went to their assistance,
to o total strength of one hundred men: and the hill was so enormous that no troops
could be spared 1o atlempt the capiure of 615, or Monastery Hill, which became
exsgntinl to the secority of the whole position.

A series of messages from Divisional Headguarters emphasised that the retention
of Point B1% was of the utmost importunce.  For four days the Battalion hung on.
Encmy apgressiveness and the deterioration of the weather brought increasing hard-
ships. The rain and the hail scaked the men o the skin; the intense cold and the
maortaring and & tearing wind from the east deprived them of any chance of sleep.
Afler the first night, when supply parties managed (o reach Point 819 with containers
of cold Irish stew, the forward companies were without food except for their own
emergency ration-packs and those they took off the bodies of the dead. The severely
wounded lay out on the mountain peak for twoe or three days, and at least a dozen
of them died of exposure before siretcher-bearcrs could work forward past enemy
patrods, It then ook five hours, with eight men o each stretcher, o bang the
cusualties down to the doctor’s hands. On the morning of the third day, as though
every resource of man and nature were combining to complete their utter distress,
there was o small earthguake which dislodged o few boulders on the summit,

On the same day the Germans redoubled their efforts.  Six or seven attacks
were lnunched and resisted on Point 2819, All excepl two of the Grenadier officers
in 2 and 3 Companies were killed or wounded, but the Germans, calling on them to
surrender, were mel with onths and a fusillade of bullets, As therr ammunition drew
low they reported on the wireless that the end seemed near. But they were saved by
an attnck launched by two companics of the Scots Guards and a battalion of another
brigade, who cleared o passage for their withdrawal, Out of the 483 Grenadicrs whoe

gone up the hill, 263 retumed. Some could searcely move from frost-bite, and
others arrived back at the foot of the mouninin in o siate of such exhuostion that cven
the prospect of a hot meal after all those days of cold snd near-starvation could mol
rowse them fo stir snother yard,

Three days later the order camc for the total evacuation of Monte Coming, nnd
the Brignde withdrew for rest o Casena, only to be recalled a forinight later for a
second] atlempl (o capiure the mountain. This tme the Guardsmen were not along,
and theirs was not the major role, for they did not enter the fighting unnl after the
Queen’s Regiment had captured the dominating peak of Monastery Hill,  20se
Ciuards Brigade, who had spent two mizerable doys on Poiml 727 under mortar
fire and in pouring rain, were at last able to move forward, Their first bound took
them without greatl loss to 1he Acquapendola spur, and from there they struck west
and north, overcoming a scries of German posts dny by day until, on December 9t
a patrol of 3 Company slipped up a crevice in the cliff face and entered the village of
Roces d'Evandro unopposed, It was the end of the battle for Camina,
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1943 Dee 1o In stutic positions near the mouth of the River Ganglinno,
1944  Mar. Dne attack by the Grenadiers results in the caplume of two
sraal| hills,
1944 March & The Battnlion fires its last shot. They are withdrawin (rom (e
limee, some of the officers and men being amalgimnted with the
Sth Battalion, the remainder returning to England.
Apnl 22 Arrivil in the United Kingdon,
Dec. 4 The fth Battalion is disbanded.

- - -

THE Sth BATTALION AT ANZIO.

19431 Maow, The 5th Battalion land at Taranto and spend the nexi two
rackiihs At rest in southern Italy,
1944 Jan, 3 The Banalion cmbark af Castellamare, near Maples, ns part of
the Anzio assaolt force,
Jan, 2} Landings at Ango, viriually unopposed,
Jan. 25  The Grenadiers capture “The Factory,” ten miles inland, after

s1ifT fighting.

Feh., 4 Heavy German attacks begin with the object ol eliminating the
entire beachhend.

Feb. 7-8 Defence by the Grenadiers of the Gully and Embankment at
Carrocebo.

The full story of the Anrio campaign is one of absorhing interest, Only after
five months of wastage and acute suffering were the tactical aims of this great exped-
ithon finally realised. What follows is an account of a single incident lifted from
the days of greatest danger. The Grenadiers fought many other battles at Anzio,
but never before or after did so much depend upon them: never were they pressed
s0 hard, nor contribute so much by their efforts. It is the story of two nights and a
single day out of the six weeks they spent fighting in the beachhead.

There was only one road which led northwards from Anzio towards the Alban
Hilks; it ran like a skewer through the middle of the beachhend. Upon this road
thres points marked the succemive stages of the Allied advance and, subsequently,
the stages of their withdrawal, each in turn becoming the centre of the most critical
fighting. They were: “The Fly-over,” the bridge by which a lateral road was carried
over l.gc main rond eight miles north of Anzio; the embankment und factory at
Carroceto; and the junction of roads und railways at Campolcone, which was the
furthest limit of Allied penetration until the breakout in May. OF all these it was
Carroceto which saw the fiercest engagements. The Grenadiers had captured the village
and “The Factory™ —in reality it was no factory, but a Fascist agricultural settlement
called Aprilin—Ffour days after the first landings, and when the Campoleone salient
had been driven back the main British positions rested astride the road in exactly
the sume arci.  The factory and Carroceto station remained in our hands; bul
further east and west our defences rested on the embankment, a disused railway
bed which crossed the road, and a light railway running parallel to the road by two
bridges, two cavern mouths, which pierced the embankment just south of Carraceto,
On the evening of February Tth the Grenadiers held the western approaches to the
bridges, wil:h“ﬁ:eir nies disposed as shown on the sketch on page 34, These
positions were finally adopted twenty-four hours before the German attack. Every.
thing seemed fairly quiet. Dumps of food and ammunition were moved up, and the
men busied themselves with laying mines and wire,  There was not much rest at
night. “We all had u blanket apiece,” wrote a platoon commander, “but that is not
much protéction when even the puddies freeze.™
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The enemy sought that night to isedate the Carroccto salient by three muain thrusis.
One towards Carrocete itsell, and the fuctory; 8 second along the embankment
towards the bridges: and a third to cutl the road further south. The Grenadiers
found themselves in the central and mest crucial position of all,

The first 1o bear the weight of the assault was ) Company. One plutoon afier
another was attacked from all sides, and whenever they attempied o counter-atiack
it would comcide with o fresh onslsught from & new direction. Afler a bitter struggle
the position was completely overrun and the company commander, with nine
survivors, withdrew to the north te join forces with | Company. The latter were
themaelves soon hotly contesting the possession of o ridge which overlooked their
stretch of the embankment from the north, The Germans were atlacking in greatly
superior numbers from three sides, and as it appeared that the embankment would
soon be cut behind them, they decided that their best course, alter all communications
with their Battalion Headguarters had ceased, was to link up with 2 Company and
hald a narrower perimeter, Few would question the nghtness of this decision. [t
wis 4 sad blow, when they started to withdraw, 1o find that the embankment was
plready straddled by an enemy foree o hundred yards cast of their original position.
| and 3 Companizs were now completely surreunded, and though manl;y small groups
pttempled 1o work their way back 1o our own lines, none was successiul.

Half the fighting strength of the Battalion had thus evaporated before the German
aitack mounted to its climax. The enemy had also broken clean through the nearest
compantes of the Morth Staffordshires and were threatening to deal with 4 Company
in the same way as they had disposed of the first two, To avert this danger, Lieut.-
Coloned Huntingdon ordercd 4 ['-nmpﬂ.ng o fight their way back (o new positions
just west of the gully where he had set up his headguarters. This they did, but were so
hotly pursued that one platoon was soon afterwards overrun before they had had
time to dig in, 2 Company were also reperting that the tide of the attack was already
beginning to beal against their own positions, and the Scots Guards in Carroceto
were likewise heavily engaged. At | o.m. it seemed doubtiul whether the line would
hold. There was no longer any depth 1o the Brtish defenrce, and o further break-
through would take the enemy directly across the road. On a few men depended the
safety of a corps, the success of the whole enterprise.

The German infantry were now on fop of the Buonri Ridge, and nothi
but a stretch of broken, empty ground lay between them and the gully which shel
i handful of officers and men of the Headquarters, The Germuans contented them-
selves for & while with shooting down inte the foor of the gully from their higher
ground, scarching cvery corner with their machine guns, mortacs and grenades,
Shortly afterwards, having formed up behind the crest, they charged forward,
shouting hysierically, The first hundred yards wias covered in kess than a minute,
but then they were brought up short within fifty yards of the gully, by an obstacle
which they had nod expected. I was a ditch—a Veshaped ditch, aboul fifleen foo
deep, and filled almost to the brim by thick brambles, At one point only was there
a crossing-place, hewn by some ltalinn peasant long ago in happy ignorance of the
part it would one day play in history. 11 was immedintely opposite that part of the

ully which was defended by Major W. P. Sidney® and hall o dozen men. Alfler a
rantic scarch which exposed them in the moonlight 10 a crushing weight of hullets,
the Cermans found this crossing place, and those who were not mown down in the
mitempt poured wwiirds the gap o0 menace the gully directly from above, While
two guardsmen primed grenades for him, Major Sidney held off the attackers single-
handed, and though twice wounded, once by 4 premature explosion of 4 grenade
which killed one of his own men, he continued 1o hold the gap until help reached him
and he was too weak 1o contimue, Without question his action prevented an inruption
into the Aoor of the gully, the consequences of which would noy have been confined
o the Grenadiers alone, He wais awarded the ¥.C., the wcoid to be guined by the
Grenadiers during the wir, e

* Moo Loed de Liske and [udley, ¥
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Thwarted in one plice, the Germans were not vet beaten. They turned north
along the hip of ground which separated the ditch from the gully and tried 1o scrambie
dmm at 4 place hi up, This second threal was met by (wo other officers, Lieuts.

Eh“ and Dugdale, and a few guardsmen, Leaving the shelter of the gully at i
m‘lrl ern end they started o work souwthwards nlong the l:.ﬁ:: shooting Cermans as
they went, and dropping grenades into the dilch wherever they heard voices. “This
advaee,” Chaplin wrote efterwards, “amongst the thorns and paiches of shadow
on top of the gully, went well enough until we both saw four columns of breath rsing
into the Frosty. wir only about en yards awayv. A Tew seconds later four Germans
rosse and advanced on us™ By this time they had exhausted vheir supply of grenades,
Dugdale’s tommy-gun had jammed, and Chaplin®s Bren gun, which he atiempled 1o
fire from the hip, was also oul of order, Chaplin picked up a Germun rifle and hit
one of the men with his third shot. In the confusion both officers jumped down intoe
the gully, a thirty-fost drop, which lefi them uninjured. The attack died down,
Wihen dawn came there were only dead Cermuns left immediately in front.

[uring the hours of daylight, February Sth, there wis no petual atteck, bl o
rapid c::-:lun.?c of fire scross no-man’s-land. By six o'clock in the evening rain began
to fall heavily and the gully soon became, pecording to is natural function,
streaming watercourse. 1t was clearly no place for o headguariers, but the gully
had to be delfended for half the succeeding night before they could withdraw, Twenly-
peie Cirenadiers remained in the aren, four of them wounded, and about forry-five
American soldiers of @ parachute company, who had come up on the right.  This Hule
forde was split up most carefully to pused the most vital approaches, the men lying
out in the open on the forward lip so that they could directly overlook the ditch.
The rain began to wurn toshect. 1o was terribly cold. At 9 pom, the Germans remewed
their asspull. “There now followed,” wrate Chaplin, “the fumilinr advamce to the
ditch and the sight of more miseruble Germans walking up and down trying 1o find
their way across. Those whoe did entrust themeselves to the bed of the ditch made
almost as much noise splashing as lhﬂry did shouting. The 36 grenade :u,galn p:rm':d
itsell the most valuable of all weapons for night work, and it agnin saved the situation.”
When the Grenadiers and the Few sehicles which could be moved left the gully ut
3 n.m, their departure was not hastened by a single shot.

Having lost the equivalent of three companees, the Battalion withdrew 1o the
immediate aren of the bridges and held them agaimst further attacks, while the Scots
Ciwrds Tought their way oot of & ring tightening round the sation. The l’m:iuri:lm
fell into enemy hands, and the beschhead wits contracted to the line of the embank-
ment. ““Mow we were back where we staried,” 15 the trogic record of the War Diary,
“having inflicted and suffered tremendous losses: and the future wis obscure.”
The whole of the 24h Guards Brigade was relieved thal night and returned into
reserve between “The Flyover™ and the beaches. : A

The whole beachhead, up 1o the wery docks at Anzo, was within range of the
German guns, so thal those nominally al rest were continunlly under fire. There
was no relasition in the offensive,  The embankment wias captured on February 121h,
and soon afterwards the Germans started 10 atlack down the east side of the read with
six regiments of infaniry and !ilﬂl'p' or sevenly lanks, penctraling at ong moment 1o
within 100 yards of “The Flyover,” The contritcting autline of the Anzio beachhead
became o Gimilior feature in the newspapers of the world, Genernl Alesander assured
the Allies that there would be no eviacuntion; the German infantry were (old by
their commanders that the English were already re-embarking. It was a werrible,
wasteful conflict, in which the enemy suffered such casualties that they lacked that
final driving foree which would have carried them to the beaches.

The Grenadiers were not called upon again, except 10 occupy rescrve positions
near “The Flyover.,” They were too weak (o fight another baitle such ss that at
Canoceta, MNine officers had begn killed, 10 wounded and 9 tuken prisoner ) amongst
the other ranks 32 were killed, 222 wounded, and 303 missing, On Murch Eith they re-
embarked for MNaples,
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THE 3rd BATTALION IN ITALY.

544, ‘I:"':g: 2 The 3rd Battadion sail from Morth Africa 1o Maples.
“eb Loy
March Defensive fighting in the hills north of the River Goriglinno,
April and
early Moy Occupation of Cxsime,

From the Ganglunmo Hills it was possible (o see simuhnneoosky two great clonds
of smoke, One came from the crater of Vesuvivs, then in full eruption, the other
from the steaming ruins of Cassime,

In contrasy (o the statie warfare on the remuinder of the front, Cassing had been
under constant bombardment and attack. 1 had become for the whole world & symbol
of the ferocily of the fighting in Italy, and when the |51 Guards Brigade received
crcders in carly March to relieve the New Zealanders in the celiars and rubble trenches
which marked he limit of the Allied advance into the heart of the 1own, there were
many who loresaw conditions even more unpleasant than those which they had
just lefi in the hills.

But it was not 20, For a brel respite the Allicd offensive was called 10 a halt.
Cassing lay in ruins, shared almost equally between the German parachutists and
pursclves; and of all the 1,500 men who fced each odher along the length af those
shattered streets, there wis not one who dired or needed 1o emerge in daylight and
confront his enemy. They lived a cellar exstence, usually o platoon of twenty-dive
men o the remains of cach house, with only one or two sentries, encised in rough
pill-boxes of rubble and sand-bags, (o keep watch above ground. There was good
shelier in these ruins from the weather and the enemy’s fire, for the collapse of the
upper storeys of cach building mied a great beap of muﬂmrF.'_ﬂ ready-made revetment,
on 1o the lower Moor and made the cellurs virtually shell and waterprool.  Here
the men could heat their rations on tommy-cookers, they could read and write letters
and sheep and fulk in far greater comfort and snturiiylﬁun had been possible in the
hills, There were very few casualiies: there was no need 1o mitrol. 18 wus o matter
only of waiting and watching.

That was the bright side of life in Cassino. The grimmer side, for the men who
remnincd for a fortnight atl a time underground, was the cromp and the boredom and
the feeling of being cut off even from their nearest neighbours.  Their only connection
with the outside world in daylight wis the telephone (the line would be cut by shell-fire
as often a5 not in the eirly moming, snd could not be repaired 100 after nightfally,
the wireless sets, and the machine guns which were sited at the corners of each howse,
and by the dose network of their imterlocking fire did something o dispel the
impression thit each platoon was sn isolated unit

Even so, the majority of the men preferred to remain in their positions for doys
on end rather than undenake frequent reliefs up and down Rouote Six, which was the
only approach to the Grenadiers from the cutside world, This great highway muns up
ti Cissano from the south, and is dominated along the last mile by the Monasiery
which gave 1o il town its great imponance both in pence and war, There were four
bridpes on this streichs, ill of which had been blown up by the Germans in their retreal
and replaced by Balley bridges, until these, too, were destroved by shell-fire.  On
either side thére wus nothing but waterlogged ficlds Iving below the level of the road.
The rond surfice itsell, even hod the bridges been intact, was quile impassable 10
vehicles, for i was pitted with erters, livtered with the burned-out hulks of anks,
and was under ¢onstant shell, morar and machine-gun fre. This was their supply
route.  Nightly the Grenadier porters of the reserve companies would make their
way forward with heavy ruck-sacks over the twisted girders of the bridges. past
wrecked buildings, derelict vehicles and unburied corpses, and so up into Cassino,
where their arrival was the most important event of the twenty-four hours. During
nights of bright moonlight there was a great risk that the porters would be seen walking
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among the ruins, just as our own men in the forward platoons would frequently see
Gierman supply truins moving in and out of the town, To lessen the risk the artillery
would fire smokeshells into the German sector and maintaim the smoke-screen
until ope of Two o'clock in ihe moming by which time the porters had deliversd
their supplies of food, water, petrol and ammunition and had passed the danger
zone on their way back, The barrage of smoke-shells, o soft explosion Followed by the
feathery whisper of the three falling canisters, will recall to those who were there, the
atmosphere of that grisly scenc—ceven better than the accompanying sounds of frogs,
nightingales and cicadas,

AL 11 po on May Vlth, 1944, the great Allied affensive in the Lin valley ulpchcd
with the thunder of seven hundred guns. Cassino wis not itsell aitacked. It was
by-passed by a double assault gcross the river o the south and on Monastery Hill
io the north. 1si Guards Brigade thus found themselves in oo comparatively calm
oasis between two of the fiercest hatibes of the lialuin compaign, After six days and
nights the ring had almost closed behind the town., AL the st moment the Germans
rose from the ruins which they had held with soch tenseity and made good their
cscape over the shoolder of Monastery Hill. The Grenadiers saw them swarming
up the hillside, darting from rock to rock in search of shelier from the storm of
shells and bullets which rined down among them. The Batialion was faced at dawn
with o town which was deserted by all but a few striegglers, and for the first time
ithe gunrdsmen could emerge from their dugouts and gare around at the soene of
uiter devasiation which had been their home for wo long,

THE ADVANCE UP ITALY. 3nd and Sth BATTALIONS.

944, Moy 11 Opening of the greai offensve in the Li walley. The Jrd
Hattalion in Cassing; the Sthoin the hills north of 1sermia.

May 278  The 3rd Battalion's battle for Monte Grande at the appronches
10 Arce, After a lemporiry suceess, enemy counter-ittacks
force them to withdraw,

June 4 The fall of Rome. Meither battalion directly engaged,

June 13 Sth Baabon fight o sharp sction at Bagnoreggio, ending in the
capbure of the village.

Jung 18 The ird Battalion engaged in close fighting south of Perugia, and
are (e first troops to enter the city.

July 16 The Ist Guards Brigade storm and capture the hills immediately
west of Arerro, leading to the city’s fall,

Aungusi Advance by the Sth Battalion along the crest of the Chinn hills
immediately south of Florence, The 3rd pursue a parallel
course up the Arna valley.

Sepl. 17 The Torcing of the Goihic Line. 5th Battalion operate north of
Pistotn, The 3rd attack Monte Peschiens, one of the hills
farming the watershed between the Amo and Po valleys.

ket 2 Avisck by Sih Baitalion om Monie Catarelio in the nornbem
Apennines. The encmy withdrow alter véry flerce fighting.

Oct, 1l The defence of Monte Battaglin by 1s1 Guards Brigade.

Mav, to The Allied advance halted. Jrd and 5th Banalions in sianc

1945  Feb, positions al Fontanclice and Morte Sole respectively.

Buring the en mopths 5o baldly summanised above the fortunes of the 3rd and
Sth Battalions were very similar, They followed roughly parallel routes up the
central valleys, rarely separated from cach other by more than thirty miles, though
they operated under the command of different ¢ . Both banalions acted as the
lorred infantry in srmoured divisions (ihe 3nd in the 6th Brvish, and the 5th in the
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bih South African Armoured Divisions), a role which spared them the terrible
fighting in the Lin valley at the outset of the offensive, but lnter involved them in
exhauwsting hill fighting, with little rest between the different phases of the advance.
No battles were fought during this period by either battalion on the scale of Anzio,
Salerno or Camino, and it i not intended in this briel nccount 1o weary the reader

M LF, plarn br preminidie
The Hiver Poat ik polsi wisere B was orossed by the Jed Barinlion.  This phlograph
was taken while the Germans were siill Freeving over thelr vehleles ; both 18 forry

lpeedll nnd some Torty feries cum be made oof.

with details of each smill action, There are a few which stand out, bot the l.'ﬂ-tlllll!-}
lists of quite ordinary days show how their strength was gradually drained away in
minor skirmishes, What they do nat indicate is the strain imposed on the men by the
eantriail mgvement, |:|}' 1|'.|¢ r|.1.:lu||.| oF threatenasd dlll‘lgr!'l'.

The guardsmen and the junior officers, on whom fell the muin burden, had litle

knowledge of the gemeral course o operations, To them an andvance of a doren
miles would mean a jolting journey with the prospect of another hattle for a hill
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oF @ river crossing) or at the best, a crosscountry march to outflank an enemy
position, knowing from bitter experience that their next step might mean the loss of
a loot or leg on & mine, or lead them into an ambush. They would receive ope
order, which would quickly be followed by its cancellation; they would have settled
down for a promised night of rest, only to be roused a few hours later for a sudden
move forward 1o attack an objective which they had pmbﬂlﬂﬁ' never seen and of whose
tactical imporiance, in relation fo the whole, they knew little or nothing.  Such
disturbance |5 unavoidable in 4 fast-moving battle. And there are undoubiedly
compensations. It was satisfying 1o have the upper hand, to know that in o reserve
mrea one wis At least safe from atteck, 1o hear recorded on BUB.C. bulletins the name
of the town or village which the battalion had captured that very day. Added to this,
our divisions were moving through country and in a4 climate which for sheer benuty
have few equals in the world, “where the scars of battle,” wrote a Grenadier, “are
scarcely discernible in the green freshness of an Italian spring: every day was a day
of sunshine, and each night so warm that any field or orchard wouold make o plexsant
resting-place, The ltalian peasant welco us with bunches of cherries and botiles
of white wine, Ewen ihose who emerged while and shaken from the ruins of their
houses would greet us with reliel and often with delight. 1 think that they were
relieved 1o find that their country was to be occupied not by the rapacious brutes
whom German propaganda had led them to expect, but by warm-hearted Englishimen
who had few other demands to make of them than the use of their roads.”

Take, for example, this contemporry account of the occupation of Perugia by
the 3rd Bamtalion: “Afier two days’ fighting in the southern outskints, a Grenadier
patrol of four jeeps entered the inner city at eight in the morning. In the main
square there were fp:w people as we drove in.  They stopped to stare for a few seconds
and then rushed towards us, cheering and finging out their arms.  All the doors and
windows were suddenly thrown open and a greatcrowd welled intothe strect converging
on our dusty litile carnvan, [ had the impression of thousands of laughing fuces, of
people stretching out their hands to be shaken or even just 1o touch my grubby pair
of shorts, people throwing carnations and roses and lilae, so that soon our jeep looked
like a floot in a dﬁre dex flenrs. Finally, we came to a hali before the cathedrul. They
swarmed round vs, | have never seen such looks of wonder and genuine happiness,
They seemed unable 1o believe that the English would look like other men, and we
Tor our part caught their spirit, laughed off their embraces, and sent back by wircless,
a little self-consciously, the message that Perugin was indeed liberated.”

How rare were these moments of exhilaration in those summer manths of fighting
in the Apennines. Lét one of the 5th Battalion's battles stund for a dozen others in
which glamour nnd excitement were stifted by utter weariness and fear.  The climax
of many days had come with an attack on a4 main peak of the Chianti hills, from
which it was possible 19 see in the distance the brown roofs of Florence. This hill
which, having no other name, was later christensd *Grenndier Ridge,” ascended in
o serics of steep wooded heights broken by open fields, alfording the attackers the
best possible conditions for a daylight advance. The South African tanks struggled
ul!:‘ slopes which few other regiments would even have attempted, and accompanted

I:udmg infantry on to the final spur. The ridge was so narrow that there was
only room to accommedate a single company astride it} the remainder of the battalion
were strung oul behind them, rding Iﬁ‘-l.‘ communications against flonk anack.
By this advance the Gmmdr:rsﬁul:d driven o deep salient intoe the enemy lines, and
looking down from the ridge crest, they could hear Germans shouting and see their
guns firing in the wnlleys on either side. At duwwn the next morning the Germians
counter-attacked. There was o battle at such close quarters that cur antillery was
unable to intervene, and it was fought oul with grenndes and savage bursts of
automatic fire. At the moment when our men were running seriously short of
ammunition, the enemy cot their losses and withdrew.,
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Haow, it may be asked, was the conquest of laly achieved by such minor actions
in unending chouns of hills T Think pot of ane or two baialions, bot of o hondred,
Remember that cach of them fought not one such actlon, but hall a dozen within
the space of a fow months. Remember, 1oo, that the grain of the country ran parallel
to the direction of our advance and that once we possessed the crowning Wll-tops
the valleys would drain sutomatieally of German troops,  Thrust, hold, probe,
and thrust agrin—this wis the method by which the Allied armies were able to flow
sluggishly, but withoul pause, towards the north. They cleared Umbrin, Tuscany,
reached Florence und Pisa, erossed the Arne, and then there came a change. For
bevond Florence the Apennines swing round in a guarter cincle o seal ofl central
Italy from the north, and there, in those kigh escarpments overlooking the Tuscan
plam, the Germans had built the bastion beyond which no Allied soldier would
puss.  They called it the Gothen Stellung, the Cothic Ling,

The Gothic Line was penetrated first on the Adriatic coast wnd, Inter, in :enlru!
laly in the region north of Florence, OF the pant plaved in this great operati
both Grenadier battalions there is no s to speak, bevond recording that hl.:lﬁ
carried oui sucoessfully the comparatively minor tasks allotted 1o them, When (he
Hme was broken, and our teocps were nble to mspect al leisure the concrele and the
wire of those much-vaunted defences, there wis 8 shont and sudden wave of
tremendous optimism in all pants of the Army. The Germans, 10 was said, were
retiring to the Alps; il was merely @ matter of repairing the ronds before the armouned
divisions could drive straight inio Bologna. Ewven il the enemy continued 1o resist in
ihe Apennines, the maps showed the hills shelving off into lighter and lighter shades
of brown, and leng green fingers stretchod deep into the hills to welcome the Allies
to the valley of the Por now that we had topped the watershed we should surely
always be coming down on the enemy fmom above. But it was all very different.
"h"h::l.m-:r the maps might suggest, there remained ahead an enormous expanse of
tlv equal ridges, and it became clear that the sirength of the Goibic Ling
f.uj.I nol 5o much in the prepared defences o5 i the serwes of notumal positions which
luy behind it.

The weather broke in the same month as the soldiers were obliged 1o leave the
rich cechurds and villas of the lower Ao Tor the bleak, pathless moountams of the
nnnh. Autwmn, 15944, brought torrents of riwin swch as the peasants had never belore

tienced. In spite of it the 3th Battslion fought grimly onwards up the Setia
u. and the 3rd, on Monte Battagha, remained in conditions of appalling hardship
for days on end, waiting for the Germuns §o renew their ﬂmu:h nn repelling them
when they came. ““The rain filled their trenches,” wrote an officer, “and n trench
was the only place where & man could And shelier from shell-fire., H¢ was permanently
soaked to the skin and permanently in danger, He spent his day among shattered
trees, hundreds of water-lo shell-holes, the imburied corpses of American and
German soldiers, sopping blankets and rusied ration tins. Night brought him little
rest, no reliel from rain or shell-fire, und ihe added danger of Germuan rids, The
pasition lay at the terminus of a long carthen causewny which was only wide enough
1u cu u single track, and was pin-pointed by the enemy moriars and swept by
dm-inq rain. As L was in use by 130 mules and 100 men of the mtion parties
muht after night, its surface soon became 4 knee-deep glutinous morass. 1 would
tuke stretcher-benrers three and a half hours 1o carry a casunlty fo the nearest point
which even a jeep could reach.”

The first snow fell on November 9ih, the same day as Freld-Marshal Alesander,
visiting 184 Guards Brigade, saw in the far distance the hard bloe outline of the Alps.
The coming of the frost was welcomed by all, except the drivers of heavy lorres, with
ungualified relief, The mule tracks, on which their existence depended, were frozen
inio something like their normal state, and though mun{ of them were sitting all day
and night in trenches as muoch as 2,000 fect above sca-level, their Christmas scason
was not without cheer. They were comparatively dry, their supplies were excellent,
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and the fighting had temporarily ceased. The projected attack by the Sth Battalion
on Monte Sole had been indefinitely postponed, and the 3rd Batinlion remained
quictly on watch among the snowfields of the Santerno valley,
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THE ITALIAN CAMPAIGN a7

1945 Feb. Both Giugrds Brigades withdrawn for rest first to Floresce, and
lnter w0 Spoleto, The veterans of both Grenndier batinlions
are collected in the 5th, the younger soldiers in the lrd
Baitalion. The former return 10 England, leaving the Jrd
Battalion as the only Grenadier unit in the Mediterrancan,

March 30  The 5th Baitalion arrives back home.
May 15  The 5th Baualion i formally disbanded.

THE END OF THE ITALIAN CAMPALGN.

1945 March The Ird Battalion at rest at Fermo, on the Adriatic coast.
April 9 Opening of Eighth Army's final olfensive with the croswing of
the River Senio,
April 21 The Grenadiers cross the Cembaling Canal:  only light oppo-
sition.

April 25 The 3rd Battalion lead Eighth Army in the crossing of the River Po,
April 26-27  Advance from the Po to the Adige.

Suwecessful as the operation had been, the 6th Armoured Division were not vet
to know that at the Cembalina Canal they had broken the last line of resistance
which the Germans were capable of organising in ltaly, It was difficult to believe that
the Po, an obstacle as great as the Rhine, would not be defended strongly enough
to make on assault crossing a most costly operation.  All the bridges had long since
been demolished by the Air Force, but the Germans had undoubtedly managed to
ferry acroas i large number of troops and vehicles and, when the Grenadiers came up
belind the tanks and peered between the cucalyplus trees across the broad silver
stream, they could see German soldiers waiting in their trenches on the far bank,
They were allowed to remain in peace. W wished to give the impression that only
patrols had reached the south bank, and that no crossing was contemplated at that
point, Behind the lines the necessary equipment was assembled to carry the Grenadiers
over the river thirty-six hours later.

The place chosen was a stretch of the Fo ten miles north-west of Ferrara, where
the strenm was 1,300 feet broad, nine feet deep, and running at a speed of about five
knots. On both sides there were urtificial Aoodbanks twenty-five feet high, which
concetled all our preparations on the near side, but made it impossible for any
vehicle 10 gain nocess to the river except ar those points where the Germans hod
constructed roads leading down 1o their ferry sites.  One such ferry existed between
the villages of Paluntone, on the south bank, snd Gaiba on the north. Though the
piers had been ?:rthr demaolished, the spproach roads were suill in good condition
and could take the heavy amphibious vehicles in which the Grenadiers were to make
their nssaull. In addition to the normal ubt:rpom. they were 1o have the support of
a squadron of submersible tanks, never before used during the Italian mmwiﬂ
which were to beach on @ bed of hard gravel on the fir side. The attack was to
carried out without any previous artillery bombardment in order 1o gain maximum
surprise,

It wits a night of bright moonlight. At | a.m. the Grenadiers embarked in their
eraft in the village square of Palantone and mounted the ramp on to the southen
Mood-bank. For a distance of several hundred yards the road ran along the top of
the bank belore turning north down (o the water's edge, and for a few minutes the
whole armada was exposed (o view [rom the far side, silhouetted by the moonlight
and aircraft Mares. Mot n shot was fired at them wntil they entered the water. A
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single machine pun opencd up wide of the mork when they were half-wav icross,
and a single mortar bomb exploded alongside one of the eraft without doing any
domage. The guardsmen jumped ashore over the bows, amazed ot their good fortune,
pushed inland to find Goiba deserted, and by 4.30 a.m. were holding a firm bridgehead
about 4 mile deep and a mile wide. From o few German stragglers picked up by
patrids they discovered that they had crossed on the one sector of the Po where the
encmy had not completed their preparations. A fresh regiment was in the process
of Il.r!'i'h'i:l'IEI of the very moment of our assault, having just completed o long journcy
from north-zast ltaly, One of the riskiest operalions ever undertaken by the batislion
had been carried out with the loss of only three casunltics.

To throw a bridge over the Po was not an engineering feat which could be
sccomplished within o few hoors, and though the Brigade was kepi well supplied
with essentinls by a busy ferry service of many different types of eraft, they found
themselves almost the only force on the north bank capable of continuing the pursuit,
Supported by the few tanks which had managed to eross, the infantry took legitimate
risks and pushed m[n'dIF across the fifieen-mile belt of plain which separates the Po
from the River Adige. For the most part the Germans were disorganised and of low
morale, but there were always one or two who were prepared (o blow up the bridges
and shoot from the rubble of neighbouring houses. The Grenadiers operated in
battle patrols which struck over the fields in order 1o forestall the destruction of the
next bradge, or commandeered civilian bicycles to probe up country lanes. In thirty-
six hours they had reached the Adige north of Lendinara, and the Germans, anab
to cross the river, were blowing up their own equipment and surrendering in large
numhbers,

It was the end of the fighting. From the top of the high companile in Lendinar
there was o view embracing a wide stretch of the Adige plain and the southern fiools
hills of the Alps, It was possible to see in the distance, above the clouds of smoke
rising from the river bank, n hoze of dust ruised by the American armoured divisions
of the Fifth Army as they raced enstwards from Yerona, 1t was obviows that there
wias no escape this way for the mangled German batialions which had maniged 10
eroas the Adige, and those who ﬂ-r:il:a-.- oihicr rowtes only armved ot the Alpine passes
i find the entrance (o cach one ¢l by a brigade of lalian partisans,

1945 May 2 Ist Guards Brigade follow the New Zealanders through Padua
to Udine and link up with Tito's partsans at Cividale, just
cast of Udine. The German forces in Haly formally surrender.

May 8§ VE Day. The Brigade cross the linlo-Austrian frontier and
occupy the Awstrian town of Villach,



The Tsi fiunrds Brigmle cross ihe fronte
e Ausiria,
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P C. Jiewr)
June ik, 1944, Gremsdliers walting on the saiskirms of Romse read the
meewy il the vasion off Sorth-West Korope.
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The Campaign in North-West Europe, 1944-1945

Ist, 2od mwd dth BATTALIONS IN NORMANDY.

1944 June 6 D Day. The Guards Armoured Division s concentrated in and
around Brighton, swaiting orders 10 join the British Liberation
Admy.,

June 18 The Ist Battalion embarks at Tilbury and, after being deluyed
ofl' Southend pier by Channel gales, lands near Courseulles,
in the Normandy bridgehead, o week Inter.

June 3 The 2nd Battalion embarks at Gosport and lands in Frunce on
the following day.

July 18-22  The Battle of Cagny.

ALTHOUGH IT HAR been known for some time that the Guoards Armoured Division
would not assist in the breaching of Hitler's Weat Wall, the delay in leaving England
came as 4 big disnppointment. The first excited notices of the invasion, chalked on
the wills of Brighton and Hove, where the 15t and 2nd Battalions were finishing their
preparations, raised hopes of o quick break-out of the bridgehead which were soon
dispelled. The Germans rushed up enough troops to contain the Allicd forces, and
only fears of further landings in the Pas de Calais deterred them from using sufficient
forces 1o throw the Allies back into the sea. Some fen days after the invasion, Channel

lies serously hampered the landing of reinforcements and supphes. and by the time
they had subsided the Germans hod stubilised their front—infantry, not armour,
wis the crying need of both sides. The rich province of Calvados, which included
the whole of the British sector of the bridgehead, was vastly different from any of the
armoured (raining areds in England; small orchards and wooded hills, divided by
many 4 deep and winding combe, offered the tunks little escape from the narrow roads
which ran between precipitous banks and thick hedges.

The lull after the storm found the 1st and 2nd Bamtalions waiing in the centre
of the densely-packed bridgehead near Bayeux, and it was not until July 18th that
sufficient men nnd supplies had been landed 1o biunch a major ofensive. Three
armoured divisions were massed in the Sth Corps, and while an infantry corps was
making a diversionary altack south-west of Caen, this armoured force was ordered to
break oul of the bridgehead south-east of the oty and then sirike south towards
Falaise, In this sector of the Mront alone did the termin seem sultable for a tank
attack, snd sceordingly the Guards Armoured [ivison adopied the formation in
which it had trained for so long in England. The Sth Guards Armoured Brigade and
ihe 32nd Guurds Brigade cach had their specific role; the armour of the former were
to make the indtial punch, and the forried infantry of the latter to follow up
and consolidate the gains or deal with the centres of resistance, To give cach of the
premoured battalions a seall and bighly mobile reserve of infantry, the three motor
companies of the 15t Buttalion moved inte battle under command of the battalions
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which they had come to know so well in England—the King's Company with the
2nd Bapalion of the Regiment, 2 Company with the 2nd Armoured Batalion, Irish
Gunrds, and 4 Company with the 1st Armoured Baitalion, Coldstream Guards.

A dark and dusty night drive was not completed until 4.30 a.m, on July IELh
and, ix duwn broke lintle over an hour later, the whobe Division, concentrated on the
high ground north of Caen, was awakened by the thunder of o thousand Luncasters
Nyinig in from the seq 1o bomb the suburbs of Caen and the enemy defences 1o the
south-casi. This was the first daylight onsluught by British four-engined bombers in
close wetical support, The nﬂi' ur found the enemy defences unprepared, and
before long the whole arca south and south-cast of the town was blotted out by o
turbulent cloud of smoke and fire. Severnl hundred puns of every calibre ook up
the bombardment as soon as the mircraft had gone, and shortly after & a.m. the
Ind Battalion and the King's Company led the Sth Brigade scross the Orne and south
through the narrow gap in the enemy minelields, hard on the hecls of the 1lth
Armaoured Division,

The armour took some time Lo pass through the bottlencck at the gap, but the
Hth Armoured Division guickly overran the lforward enemy positions, and by mid-
morning ihe leading squadron of the Ind Batlalion was engaped. The tank com-
manders, peering out of their turrets through dusty gpogeles, saw the plain of Ceen
stretched our before them: thick hedges and belts of tall trees limited their vision
peross the corn and root fields and spoilt what would otherwise have been pood
country for tanks, Soon after 10 a.m. the roofs of the village of Cagny, the southern-
most ebjective of the heavy bombers, come nte view above the surrounding orchards,
and before long billowing clouds of bluck oily smoke rising from the burning Shermuins
showed where the 11th Armoured Division bad run into the enemy anti-tank screen
protecting Cagny, The leading armonr veered ol (o the south-west. and 2 Squidron
of the 2nd Bamalion moved towards the village. Every advantage Iny with the
defenders: the ground haze was thickened by the dust chumed up by the armour,
and almost immediately two or three lonks were in Aames. A frontal agtack would
clearly prove a costly business, and two troops of 1 Squadron moved round the left
lank o take the village from a more covered approach.  When Captain 1, AL P, Joncs,
M.C., emerged from a belt of trees just north of Cagny his tank wis hit and set on
fire, but he was on top of the cnemy anti-tank guns, and his crew manned their guns
and fired five or six rounds after the tank had started o blaze.

Meanwhile, 3 Squadron had been engaged in sharp skirmishes on the kefi flank
%ljld mr.kwhﬂ‘e the enemy were making sortics from the woods with Panther and
Iger Lanks.

The sceme was now sel for the final assanlt on Cogny, and the King's Company
deploved and cleared the villige from north to south withowt mecting epposition.
The enemy, however, had by now brought up sufficient reserves of tanks and anii-
tank guns to halt the advancing armeur, and before dusk the atteck had petered out.

Al three armiourcd divisions hid suffered heavy losses in tanks in the course of
ithe batile, and the advance was nol resumed on the following day, The infantry took
over the line, and before long the armour was withdrawn to Caen, leaving the st
Battalion to hold reserve positions in the tank graveyard round Cagny.

When, on the cvening of July 22nd, the Guards Armoured Division was fimally
relieved and withdrawn to Cien, the first and only battle iIn which it fought wit
separate armoured and infantry brigades was over. From start to finish the whaole
operation had been both confusing and confused, and despite the intensity of the
preceding nir and ground bombardment, there seemed 1o have been o pgrent deal
more taking than giving, The German general, Sepp Dietrich, then commander of
the Ist 8.5, Panzer Corps, had resorted to an old trick learnt on the Russian front:
by putting his ear to the ground he was able to bear the British tanks advancing some
miles away and to bring up a reserve of tanks and guns 1o meet the threat. That may
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be 50, but it appeared that there was too long an inlerval between the bombardment
and the atiick on Cagny, an interval caoused lirgely by the narrow boitleneck of the
mincficld gap through which this great tenk force had (o debouch into open country,
O the credit side both battahbons had had o very instructive baptism of fire from
weapons of all calibres, and casualtics had nol been unduly heavy.

1944 July 18-20  The 4th Batalion ¢mbark at Gusi:ﬂ on July 18ih and 1%h
and disembark on July 2eh on the Mormandy beaches a few
miles from Arromanches.

July 233 The 15t and 2nd Battalions rest in the bomb-ravaged suburbs of
Caen.

July 283 The dth Bagtalion concentrute north of Caumont on the righe
of the Brtish secior with the 15th Scortish Division, The
Ciunrds Armoured Division leaves Caen on July 29th and
miowes sowth Trom Bayeux towurds Caumaont,

July M to

Aug, 13 Fighting in the Bocage.

After the Tilure of the armoueed thrust peross the pliin of Caen, it wis decided
to punch o hole through the Cierman lines at the junction of the British and American
sectors south of Caumont, and thos conform with the more ambitious American
sweep further (o the sowth-wesl, Here the country was iotally unsuitnble for
armoured warfare; even the Churchills with their monstrous weight would find i1
difficult 1o plough through the solid banks and dense hedges which divided the small
orchardds and bordered the murrow lanes, This was the Bocage country. 1t wis hoped
that the difficulties of the termin would be more than overcome by the power of the
preceding bombardment and by the fact that three divisions were to aftack on o
comparalively narrow (ront against troops of doubtfol quality.

The 4th Battalion as part of the 6th Guards Tank Brigade, was (o receive iis
batthe inoculation in support of the 15th Scottish Division, with which it had trained
for some time in England, and which had already proved itself in the earlier fighting.
This division was the cenire of the three atiacking divisions, nnd s axis of advance
lay along the main road running south from Caumont to Vire. The dth Battalion,
supporting the 227th Brigade, was the first battalion of the 6th Guards Tank Brigade
to go into action and, following close behind an intensive hombardment of several
hundred guns, it had little difficalty in supporting the infantry on o their objectives.
The encmy anti-tank defences were overwhelmed by the onsliught, and in the middle
of the morning the other battulions of the Brigade passed through. Although later in
ihe day the battalion was heavily mortared and shelled. the first phase of the batile
Wils OWEr,

On August Ist the Guards Armoured Division, which had been held in Corps
rescryve north of Cavmont, was passed through in order to effect 0 breakthrough to
the south. Although the enemy withdrew during the night after a show of foree, and
enabled the Ist and 2nd Battalions, now combined in one battle group, to lead the
Division unimpeded for six miles a8 fur os the River Souleuvre, they established
ihemselves in commanding positions on the high ground on both sides of the ravine
through which the river flowed. The bridge which carried the main road over the
river was caplured intuct, and the Grenadiers were ordered 1o push enstwards onto
the high ground to allow the Irish Guards, who were following close behind, o pass
down the main road towards Vire, For the neat two days both Battalions were
involved in bitter close-quarter fighung: the dense and mouniainous countryside
split up the battle into a series of Company engagements which the tanks of the 2nd
Battahon found st difficult 16 so . The spotlight falls on 2 Company and 3
Sguadron who bore the brunt of (he Aghting.

The Grenadier Group, as it was now called, wis ordered 10 open the road running
enst along the southern banks of the Souleuvre towards Vasay, and 2 Company and
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} Squadron on the right flank were allotted the task of sciring a dominanng hill
south of the river, capturing the hamlet of Drouvet just beyond it, ond clearing the
northern (ringe of the dense woods which ran away to the east. The Company
drove neross the river in their transport, and after securing the high ground, clea
the village without difficullty. Major RB. H. Brombey, the Company Commander,

wded mot o wait for the tanks which were having difficulty in negotiating the
toriuous (racks, and the Company continued the advance along the edge of the
beechwoods, There were no thundering guns or rumbling tanks to break the silence
as the infantry crepd forward; only the occasional snap of o twig or the crunch of o
withered leaf betraved the presence of the enemy, bul the Company was oo small o
force o undertake more than o game of hide and seck, and it was only when the lefi-
hand platoon moved out into o clearing that the encmy reacied. At once a number
of machine guns opened up at poini-blank range. The Platoon Commander tried
to rush 8 machinc-gun post, b his Elendglm jarmmed and he was badly wounded by
another bursi of fire. The other forward platoon crawlked through the wood round
the right Nunk and suceeeded in outflnnking the enemy positions, The noribern
edge of the first lurge wood had now been cleared, but nﬁ: situation was not happy.
One plitoon was several hundred vards in front of the remninder of the Company,
and the cnemy infilirated behind i, Almost immedintely three heavy enemy tanks
approzched the position from the front, and as they had no weapons capable of
destroying them the plitosn wits forced to withdraw, The Company, now reinforced
by 3 Squadron and o Gunner Observation Tank, ook up positions on Droust hill
and anxiously swaited the duwn, It was obvions that the enemy meant to follow up
this withdrawal, because during the night grenades were fired inlo the position from
close range, and several cnemy patrols Blundered into the Company lines.

On the following maming, August 3rd, the enemy Liunched i seres of attacks (o
dislodge the Company and Squadron ofl the hill, and thus cut the main road aslong
which the supply columns of the Irish Guards were passing. The small bare hill-top
was surrounded on three sides by fields of growing cofn, and the German machine
gunners were able to crawl up to within a few yards unobserved: at the sume time
the position was overlooked from the east, and the enemy were able to bring down
heavy shell-fire all through the day. A tank drove up to the ridge a few yvards from the
leading platoon, and under cover of this the enemy made several sorties with grenndes ;
the final and most violent attack came lste in the afternoon, when, after moving up
some light mortars o o point just below the erest, the Germans attacked the position
from three sides. Despite every advantage of terrain, the enemy, all yo {anatics
of the 20ith 5.5. Pancer Grenadier Regiment, failed to press home the attack aginst
rescdute opposition, and before nightfall they withdrew disconsolate. In the course
of the day 2 Company had suffered about fifty casualtics and 3 Squadron had Tost o
number of tanks burned oul by direct hits from beavy shells,

It wns on this day that three battalions of the Regimenl were engaged in the same
battle. The 15th Scottish Division ﬁ:ﬂd through the leading positions of the Ist
Battalion to clear the enemy off the high ground to the esst, and in this attock they
were supporicd din:tﬂiy by the Churchills of the 4th Battalion and indirectly by the
Xinch moriars of the 1st Butialion and the Shermans of the 2nd Battalion. For the
next few doys the st and Znd Batalions moved stowly southwards, while the 4th
Battalion, in & number of squadron engagements, assisted the 15th Division to push
the cnemy back castwards towards Vassy,

On Aogust fth 2 Squadron of the 4th Battolion was ordered to support the
leading Brigade of the 15th Division on to the high ground overlooking Yassy, and, as
a preliminary move, to caplure the little town of Esiry aboui o mile short of the
objective, The Bocape round Estry was ab its worst and thickest: the closely planted
orchards offered the Churchills no cscape from the narrow lanes, and the Squadron
was remorsclessly shelled ns it wound its way slowly up 1o the town behind the
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infantry.  The field of view was o limited that the wank commanders had 1o go
forward on foot to guide their drivers or find the nearest infantry commander, and
several of them were hit by Tragmenis,

In Estry itsell there were o number of BE mim, anti-tank guns and dug-in Tiger
tunks, and a combinution of these and fierce opposition from the defending Germun
parabroops held up the advance,  Eventually, after chasing the enemy om of the
orchards and houses af the poine of the bayonet, the infuntry resched the ¢ross-roads
in the western part of the towm, but & thickly sown mineheld just short of here kalied
the tanks, and despite valiant efforts to bypass this obstacke, it was nog found possable
1o dislodge the enemy from the rest of the town.  Often the enemy would be sverrun
by the wnks, only 1o nize up in their trecks and shootl ot them from the rear with
Basookas and small arms,  Lieuwi. Loed Oliver Fiizroy rounded o comer and found
himself focing n Tiger tank ol poini-blank range: alter expending all his armour-

iercing ammunition unsvailingly at the Tront plate of the monster, he was just
E«:king his tank through on orchard when a German siiper, perched m oa tree
immediately wbove him, shot him dead. Two doys later 3 Squadeon supporied two
battalions of the same Division in another assault on Estry, but despite an intensive
artillery bombardment and the use of Crocodile flame-throwing tinks, the defence
was as stubborn as before, and the own remained in encmy hands.  For the next
three days, under fierce shell-Are, the Squndrons in tum invested the town until on
August 11th the enemy, isolated but undefeited, withdrew exstwards into the rapidls
narrowing Falaise pocket.

The sleepless nights, the exluusting hours spent in the fanks with all harches
closed, and the sickening smell of dead cows scatiered over the fields hnd combined
to make this vigil over Esiry one of the most unaftractive tasks of the whale campaign.

The story must now return to e Guards Armoured Davision. Qo Auguost 1gh,
after holding the ling near the village of La Bolirie, the 151 and 2nd Raninlions were
ordered to lead the 5th Brigade in the most ambitious advance yet planned in the
Bocage, With ihe 3rd Division on i1s right and the 32nd Guards Brigade on s lefl,
the Group was to cul the main Vire-Vassy road at Viessoix and push on to Mont
de Cerisy, which overlooked the imporant communication centre of Flers, A road
block of felled trees in front of an old stone bridge hall a mile shor of Viessoix did
not delay the column long, bat the bridge and its immediate approaches were mined,
and two tanks and a carnier were disabled. 1t was a cleverly laid trap, for as soon as
the infaptry and sappers started to clear the mines the whole area was heavily and
accurately mortared.  Two platoons of the leading company pushed forward on foot.
and entered the village without oppositien, where they were joined by a troop of
tunks g5 soon a5 4 path had been cleared through the minefield. Another platoon
dnd troop were sent off to Le Wal, o villoge o mile north of Viessoix, but here again the
road was heavily mined and furiher pr became impossible.  As soon as the
party which had entered Viewsoix sho itsell om the far side of the village, it was
grecied with salvoes of mortar bombs from the enemy entrenched on the dominating
ground south-east of the villige. Thirty-seven men had gone inio Viessodx, and
within three-guariers of an hour twenty=fve were cisuilties,

The Commanding Officer of the 15t Battalion, Lisut.-Colopel E. H. Goulburn,
decided to employ the King's Company and 2 Squadron (o foree a way along o track
runming between the two villages, Asa E—ﬂl}'.:ﬂ?‘ achvantage lay with the defenders,
and the advance had oot made much ground before the infintry were engaged
close range by machine guns and the tanks sialked by Bazookd teams.  Suddenly an
ambulance, prominently displaving & red cross, drove down a sunken lane to within
i few feck of a troop leader's tank: the door was flung open, and like the Tr&i;m
horse, the ambulance disgerged o horde of armed men.  Seeking cover behind o
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bank they destroved the ank with a Barcoka and killed the officer with o grenade.
It wis mow late in the afternoon, and as the columns on either flank had made even
less progress, the Commanding Oficer was ordered to muintain his hold on the vital
road junction ab Yiessoix. By down the nest moming the enemy hid withdrawn,
and the Group hid fought #ts last batile in Normandy,

1944 Aug. 14-27  As the barthe sweeps avway (o the east the Guards Armoured
Division finds itsell stranded like 30 much scaweed in the
witke of the advince, While the enemy is rocing back
towards the few remaining Seine crossings, the 1st and 2nd
Battalions rest and reorganise in the mch Normandy

orchards,
Aug. 141w The #h Bamalion rests and trains with the 3rd British
Sept. 7 Infaniry Division near Yire and Flers.
- - L]

Ist and Ind BATTALIONS IN BELGIUM AND HOLLAND,

1944 Awg. 28 (o

Sept. 4 The Pursuit to Brussels.

Aug. 2-30  The tanks of the 2nd Battalion leave Flers on transporiers,
and, sfter unloading five miles shori of the Seine, cross the
river by the pewly consiructed Bailey bridge at Vernon
into the bridgehead recently won by the 43rd Division,
The Grenadier Group, leading the Sth Brigade, move off
as soon as possible, and by mghtfall are kirrboured on the
tadl of the 8th Armoured Brigade near Auncuil,

-3 The Grenadier Groop, still in the lead, advance 1o the Somme,

mad seire a bridgehead at Corbie,

| The Group, moving in rexr of the Brigade, establish them-
selves by mid-afernoon al Meuville, north-west of Arras,

The Guards Armoured Division concentrates for rest and
mainienance near Dousi,

The Guards Armowred Division liberates Brussels,

The King's Com and 2 Squadron fight a highly successful
sction ol Pont-a-Marcg oear the Fronco-Belgian Trontier
aguinst spirited opposition from s German rearguard,

Sepl. 4 The Grenadier Group conlinue the advance eastwirds fo

Lowvain, the scene of the Grenadiers” first encounter with
the enemy in 1940,

Twice during the campaign the crossing of an histori river opencd 8 momenioys
chapter of sucoess.  As the Guards Armoured Division moved up 1o the Seine the
battleficld had lost s horizon, and stredched with inculeulable possibilities over the
Low Countries to the heart of Germany, 30th Corps, under whose command the
Diviston was now pliced, coubd not afford to wait for the copcentration of the armour
becfore ::l;plucitizﬁ its bridgehead at Vernon, and the Bth Armoured Brigade was
pushed o in advance towards Gisors and Beauvais to take wdvantage of a dis-
organised enemy, By mid-day on August Muh, after an exhausting night and day
drive up from Flers, the Sth Brigade, with the Grenadiers in the lead, was ready o
move on in pursuil of the Bth Armourcd Brigade and scize a crossing over the Somme,
That might, after a Eauu: of & fiew hours near Auncuil where the leading troops were
held up, the Grenadiers made & diversion, and by the next morming were in the lead,
had H ted Benuvais and were going hi-fool Tor Corbie, o fow mibes upstream
from Amiens on the Somme,  There was litthe opposition on the river-line, amld by
nightfall the Group had estublished a bridgehead. On September lst the Welsh
Giuards ook the lead; the main body of the Grenadiers followed in paar along a
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Nzl Mst, 1944, The 1sf and End Batialioes powse I Y llers Bretomlneny before sedrdng ibe Somme crossings.

September 1si, 1944, Dritlsh armour rolling scross Sorilern Frasce weanls the Belglas fromiber,
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roule full of names and memories from the First World War. The Crermuns were in
anbc-siricken fight and there was much booty of every sorl on the high roads and
sroauds, where the enemy transport had been overwhelmed er sbandoned in ther
swift retreal.  Back I'I-'.';'":tll: Somme 2 Company and 3 Sguadron were engaged in o
small battle of Albert, which they had been ordered (o clear, since i1 was o threat 1o
the Division's right flank ; the enemy garrizon was (oo strong and they were unable 1o
do more than contain the town unliﬁhe arrival of o battalion of infantry,

On September 2nd, while the Buttalions were resting near Dowal and regaining
their breath for a Turther spurt, the orders were given oul [or a momentous pdvance
on the following day. “The Guards Armoured Division will advance and liberate
Brussels. That 15 a grand objective,” These words of the Davisional Commander,
Major-Geperal Allan Adair, foretold the longest advance ever undertaken by any
Division in the world in onc day, Two roads were chosen: on the right the 32nd
Ciuards Brigade, with the Welsh Guards Group in the lead, were 1o follow the main
road which ran through Tournal and Enghien to enter Brussels from the south: and
on the left the Grenadier Group was (0 lead the 5th Brigade along a minor road
running parallel to the west. The main road provided a shorter route than the
pwisting lanes 1o be followed by the Grenadiers, but it was anticipated that it wouold
be more heavily defended, and in the great race for the Belguan capital the betting
wis about even money, To assist in this advance it was proposed 1o drop an airborme
corps along the Belgian frontier near Tournai, but ar 2 a.m. on Seprembor Jrd this
pragect was abandoned owing to indifferent weather, and all the kudos for the libera-
tion of Brussels wis befi to the Guards Armoured Division.

AL & o.m. both columns passed their starting points and the greal mee was on.
The Grenadiers, led by the King's Compony and 2 Sjundrun, midide good progress.
Major F. ). C. Bowes-Lyvon, the Squadron Leader, determined te be the first into
Brussels, was in the keading tank and hod just increased the pace of the advance as he
came oul inte more open country, when, on rounding o corner, his tank was hit by
an anfi-tank gun finng from a small wood on the owlskirts of Pont-g-Marceq, The
crew recovered sufficiently Trom their surprise at this unexpecied nterruplion (0
destroy the offending gun, buy 1he tank was immedintely hit agnin from a different
angle and set on fire, Agnin the crew succeeded in knocking oul the gun, but h{
now the tank wias blazing fiercely and the crew were forced to bale out. A guic
reconnaissance showed that this was not just o repetition of the hastly improvised
and hali-hearted opposition which had been met north of the Somme, and the
King's Company at once deployved and adviinced on foot 1o the northern fringe of o
wood hall 3 mile from ihe village. The intervening sirelch of ground was flat and
open, and whenever the tanks tned to move forward inte positions from which they
could suppori the infantry inbo the village, they were shot ot by anti-tank guns. A
properly co-ordinated infantry atlack was clearly necessary if the enemy were (o be
driven ouf, and afier the King's Company and 2 Squadron had been teld (o do
what they could, the remainder of the column was turmed round and despatched
along a diversion (o the sasi.

As the main body gathered way and sped en iowards Brossels, a fierce battle
developed in the oulskirts of Poat-n-Mareg. The enemy, firmly entrenched in the
houses and gardens of the village, were able 1o sweep the flut, open country 1o the
south with fire, and the King's Company, depnived by the termun of normal tank
suppont, were faced with an unenvinble frontal assaul, Showing great determination
and courage, the Company advanced relentlessly under a hail of bullets and mortar
bombs, closed with the enemy and gained a firm looting in the village. Casualties
had mounted ot an alarming mte, botl once established n a factory which afforded
excellent observation over the German positions further to the north, the Company
was better placed to retalinte. The tanks were now oble 1o move up, and in o serics of
forays o number of prisoners were taken and much eguipment destroyed.



Brissels.  Septomber dth, TREL  Maj-General A . 5. Adalr, D500, MO,
Commander of the Guands Armeired Disksion, emiers the ity .
Ihe npprosches to Sipnieen,  Septemter PRk, 1944, |h¢_' Il Flattalin
carrying troops of the American Hind Adrbsrne [ivishons,
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Meanwhile the rest of the Group was pursuing 2 way uninterruptedly through
southern Belgium, where the civilians gave their liberators a welcome no less vociferous
and genuine than had the French, only suspicion of trouble came al Lessines,
some fwenty miles souih-west of Brisssels: cvilinns reported that about two hundred
Ciermans with horse-drawn transport were in the town and that the local Resistance
forces were being hard pressed.  Like most civilinn reports encountered during the
sdvance, this story was grossly exppperated,  What Germans there were had already
been rounded wp and berded into the local gaol, and their horses were lying dead
beside the road, A number of enthusiastic amaicur butchers were already al work
cutting the meat off the carcases and grabbing whit they could,

By 5 p.m. in the afternoon the advance was under way again, and despite unfounded
reports of anti-tank guns harning the way, the column started (o move into the
vutskirts of Brussels about an hour before dusk,  As the noise of the tanks and half-
tracks echoed down the streets, the people poured out.  In an instant movement was
impossible. A seething mass of Bruxellois jammed the roads, elombers) on to the
vehicles, kissed the crews, smothered them with fruil, cokes and even cigarettes,
plternately sang ond wept, pot drunk and encournped the Guardsmen 1o do the
LM, owly, very slowly, the column progressed, but it was chopped up into a
hundred different sections, ench with its attendant crowd. In the centre of the city
the Belgions were making great bonfires with the stocks of Germon booksellers.
Portraits of Hitler were thrown out of windows and shattered themselves on the
ground, Eventually the Companics and Squadrons were able to reach their allotied
stations on the road junctions and canal bridges in the northern part of the town, and
the joint headguarters established themselves in the grounds of the Chateau Rowval
at Lacken, The nokses of rejoicing continued fir into the night and, despite the fact
that reveille on the following morning was delayed until 7 wm., fow members of
cither Battalion can have been allowed much sleep.  As soon as returning daylight
allowed the Group 10 ke stock of s surroundings, a vast German warehouwse
containing thousands of coses of looled wine, cigars and tinned foods of every
deseription, was “liberates,” bt to eseryone’s disappoiniment the order to con-
tinue the advance enstwards to Louvain arrived before the possibalities of this latest
capiure could be Tully exploited.

1944 Sept. 4 The Grenadier Group caplure Louvamin ogainst scattered
position from snipers.

Sepl. 5 4 Company and 1 Squadron eccupy Aerschot, twelve miles
porth-cast of Louvain, without o ithon,

Sept. &8 The whole Division sdvances to Albert Canal, and the
11nd Brigade secures o bridgehead at Beeringen.

sSept. |0 The Group sirike north across open country between the
two Germnn strongpoints of Bourg Leopold and Hechiel,
and gradusally push the cnemy towards the canal, In
the late afternoon u wide sweep by the King's Company and
2 Squodron brings them to within two mules of I.!: canal,
and results in the destruction of much enemy equipment,

Sept. 11-16 For two days the fst Banalion assisis in holding a bodgehend
over the canal, which has been won in & gallant dash by the
Irish Guards.

Sept. IT-200 The Drive up ihe Alrborne Carpet.

Sept. The capiure of the Wanl bridge at Nijmegen.

When the battle of Normandy had been irretricvably lost, the Germans pulled
back the éite of their army behind the barrier of the Sieglried Line.  1n their triumph-
ant sw northwards and eastwards none of the Allied Armies had met more than
senttered rearguard opposition, and petrod and foed replaced bullets and shells as the
pressing of the howr. The American Armics in the south, after driving
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victoriouwsly scross the whole breadth of France, found themselves at the very
pates of Germany with insufficient petrol 1o lnunch an enslawght against the Sieglried
Line. The Second British Army, Epilﬂ the fact that its supplies bad (o be brought
up from the beaches of Normandy, was better placed, and Field-Marshal Moni-
gomery still kad up his sleeve the Airborne Corps unused in the advance 1o Brussels.
Thres Airborne Divisions should be sufficient to seize the croasings over the waterways
of Holland and open up a path for the land forces 1o turn the northern fank of the
Sieglried Line and drive eastwards into the North German Plain,

At mid-day on Sunday, September 17th, the vast sir armada darkened the sky
ovier the Grenodiers as they waited in their tinks and hall-tracks for the Insh Guards
1o break out of the bridgehead over the Escaur Canal, In spite of a violent barrage
by several hundred guns and ¢lose suppon from squadrons of rocket-finng Typhoons,
the Irish Guards met stubborn resistance soon alter entering Hollund and lost several
tanks before they were held up just south of Eindhoven on the l:'ﬂ.'-n-il'lﬁ of the I'ullmm;inf
duay. The Grenadiers were switched from the main road to by-pass the wown and lin
up with the Americans who had dropped to the north.  This move proved abortive
since most of the bridges over the numerous litlle sireams were too weak 1o carry the
tanks, and eventunlly, after much waste of breath and energy, the Group maoved
back on to ihe original road and drove stowly through newlyv=liberatcd Eindhoven
to the Wilhelmina Cunal five mikes north of the town.

The bridee over the canal was blown, bul the ssppers worked all night, and at
dawn the advance could be continued,  The Group, with 2 Company and 3 Squadron
in the kead, raced unimpeded op the main road through the villages of YVeghel and
Uden, and by 10 p.m. the column had crossed the great bridge spanning the Maas at
Grave, which hud been captured iniact by the 82nd United States Airborne Division,
All the way up the rosd the American paratroops grected the Guardsmen with a
wave and a cheer, for their arrival heralded the Grst replenishments for their now
dwindling supplics. Soon after the leading troops hod crossed the bridge, General
Browning, the Commander of the Afrborne Corps and an old Grenadier, summoned
the two Commanding Officers to his headquaniers, and the column was diverted up
n-side ropd 1o Marienboom, o south-gastern suburb of Nijmegen,

The two vast bridges spanning the Waal were still intact although the operation
had been in progress for foriy-cight hours, and Dutch underground workers, who
had boen moving about the town for the last two days, reporied that the morale of
the enemy holding them was low, General Browning decided that an immediate
attempt by a composite force of armour and infantry to rush the bridges would have
a good chance of success, and in the lnte afiernoon two columns of tanks, half-
tracks, carriers and American paratroops moved off through the streets of Nijmegen
towards the river. Following immedistely behind them was a subsidiary foree
detailed 1o seize the post office 1n the centre of the town, which was reporied (o be the
Georman headquarters and alio to house the apparatus for blowing the bridges.
The leading plateon and troop of tanks in the column on the right, making for the
main road bridge, reached o point some five hundred vards shor of the bridge before
the enemy awoke to ther donger. The Germans, entrenched on a roundabout
dominating the slope down (o the bridge, opened up with everything they had ag the
approaching column, and for some minutes the fghting was furiows: the leading
tank claimed two anti-tank guns before it was itsell destroyed, and the infantry
succeeded in working their way through some back gardens and climbed up into the
top room of a house immediately above the roundabout.  For o while they were able
to play havoe with the enemy scurryving _rl.hnm in the pardens underncaih, until an
anti-tank gun near the bridge scored a direct hit on the house and caused them to
withdraw, By now three of the four tanks were knocked out, and a frontal assaull on
the bridge would have been suicidal, The other column, making for the railway
bridge Mirther downstream, had been equally unfortunate: they too had caught the
enemy unawares, only to find themselves greatly outnumbered when the leading
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tank was on the point of mounting the bridge, The only success on this first evening
was achieved by the force which seized the Office nfter a spirited fight, although
they too failed to dislodge the enemy on the roundaboul.

Early the next morning ihere was no gearaniee that eather bridpe would sull be
H.ur!din% and, with the enemy now thoroughly alert, a plan was made to deploy the
whole Group and clear the town methodically northwards until the time was ripe
for an assuaplt on the road bridge. The companies leap-frogged through ane another
in a series of carefully co-ordinaled attacks, supported the tanks of the 2nd
Battulion, and by mid-afternoon Guardsmen stood on the southern banks of the
Waal four hundred yards west of the brdge.

A threg-pronged dssault was now launched. On the right the American paratroops
were to sweep over the roundabout ; in the centre, 4 Company were 1o maove through
the ornamental gardens and seize a tall tower which was a focal point of the German
defences; on the left the King's Company were (o clear the Valkhof, o heavily wooded
open-iir fort honeycombed with unﬁ-paund passiges and entrenchments, i bastion
friom which the gallant Dutch had resisted the Cermans for three davs in 1940, Ry
climbing up & steep bank and cutting their way through a wire obstacle on the top,
the King's Company surprised the enemy in the Valkhof, and were in among them
with Sten guns and grenades before they could answer back, The Company Com-
mander, Capt. the Hon, ¥, . Gibbs, was shot dead a1 close quariers, but the Company
pressed on throogh the fort, and eventually ong platoon established wsell on the
embankment I-r.u:ﬁru_[ to the bridge itself, 4 Company and the Americans on the
right had Lo eross some open ground al the beginning of their assault, and they lost
n number of men very quickly. By burning the enemy out of the houses with plos-
ﬂl:umm bombs they were able 1o creep forward, and when a platoon of 4 Company

d rushed into ihe tower the seene wis sei for a dash over the river,

At about 630 p.m. a troop of | Squadron which had been held in readiness by
the roundabout, edged forward on to the bridge, but it was still (oo !iﬁhl: they
were met with oon-tank fun fire and forced o withdsaw o cover. By 7 pom, i
wis o little bess thaon holl hght and the troop moved out again firing their guns into
the gathering gloom round the bridge. T!:I_) moved swiltly down the slope, gained
the ﬁidg: and disappeared oul of sight of the watchers on the near bank. Two
tanks were hit by anti-tank fice, but the remaining two, avoicing the missiles which
the encmy d fromm their perches high up in the girders, reached the Tar end of
the bridge, skidded broadside through a road block, and afier knocking out two
anti-tank guns by the sde of the rond came 1o o halt at o railway bridge a mile further
on up the road. Here they met the remnants of @ gallnnt body of American para-
iroops whe had crossed the river carlier in the day some two miles downstream.
Two more tanks joined the pany shonly aflerwards, and the position was hastil
prepared for defence.  The night was anxious for this isolated spearhead, for althoug
the Irish Guards passed over the bridge to Torm a bridgehead, no contact was made
in the darkness, ennwhile on the southern bank of the river the remuinder of the
Giroup setthed down 10 8 peacelu] night after a hectic and glorious day.

1944 Sept. 22-M)  On September 23rd the {imu&ﬂﬂr the enemy off the supply
rotte which has been cut between Liden and Veghel, and
three days later capture the village of Heesch lying on the
main Cirave-s"Hertogenbosch road. A full-scale afinck
by tanks and infantry swiflly overcomes lali-heared
opposition, and subsegquent patrols round up s number of
prisoners hiding in the farms and hedges.

Okl I 1o Bath Bamalions nre in reserve with counter-atinck roles
Mow, 12 near Grove and Nijmegen.
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1944 Nov. 13w The 1st Batalion, supported by tanks of the Ind Battalion,
Dec,

1945

1944

2] holds a quict sector of the line near Gangell, just inside
the German frontier north-east of Manstricht—extensive
mineficlds protecting  the German positions make
parrolling a dangerous underiaking.

Dec. XM o The Grenadier Giroup move rapidly south to positions ngar

Feb, 21 51, Trond in Belgium (o counter any Germin  break-oul
over the Meuse as o rosult of Yon Runstedt’s Ardennes
offensive.  The adwance is halled, and after training
whenever the snow and ice permit, bolth Batialions move
north to Tilburg in Holland on February Tth,  On the
following day a large-scale operation is launched o drive
the enemy back through the Siegfried Line and over the
Rhing, but progress is so slow that the Battalions do not
move up to Mijmegen unidil February 20st.

- - L

THE 4ih BATTALIDN IN HOLLAND.

Sept.  7-29  The 4ih Battalion trains near (he Scine.  The CGeneral Staff
does not feel that Churchill tanks pre suitable for the rapid
mdvamees now in progress: the 4th Batialion are to be given
their chance o aher this viewpoint At the end of the
cumpaign.

Sept. 29 o The Battalion moves up oo Holland via Albert, Mons and

Oet. 3 Loavain.

Oct. 36 The Battalion holds a defensive line along the banks of the
Neder Canal near Nederweert, There s liftle activity
apart from patrolling.

Oct, 612 The lighining advance of the Guards Armoured Division imto
Holland has estnblished n long norow salient, the tip of
which lics on the “island” between the rivers Waal and
Meder Rijn.  Alrcady this salient has been cut by the
Germans and now that the airborne opertion sl Arnhem
has filed, it is clear that the 2nd Army must expand its
flanks. On the west these operations hove for their main
ohject the securing of the valuable supply road rinning
from Migmegen through s'Hertogenbosch and Tilburg to
the great port of Antwerp: on the east the plan is 1o drive
the enemy back across the bopey peat as far as the banks of
the Muis. On October 6th the Battalion concentrites
sovith of Grave for an offensive designed to capture the 1own
of Venrnij, n few miles west of the Maas.

Oct. 1319 The attack on Venraij is a slow and, for the imfantry, o costly
business.  As a result of nearly a month of #atic warfare
the ecnemy have entrenched themselves firmly nt the
ppproaches 1o the town, and, less subdued thun they have
been since Normandy by the Bratish artillery barrage, renct

uickly with anti-tank and mortar fire, r"l{'hc advince is
requently halied by the wide dykes which bisect the
fat and sodden countryside. The approaches 1o these
obmtaches afford lietle cover, and the enemy anti-tank
defences. consisting of well-sited guns and heavy Ricgel
mines capable of destroving even the thickly armosred
Churchalls 1ake thelr mall, Ociober 18th Yenmaij falls,



Buavembrr, 1944, Chorchills of the dth Batralion moving up o meet the

Gierman coumler-atiock near Meifel bn Holland.
Sovember, 194, A Churchill plowgis its way through the Daich ml.
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196 O, 2429 The Battnlion supports the 15th Scottish Division in the
capture of Tilburg. Mines, craters, blown bridges and
Mloods prevent the tanks From giving any close support. On
October 28 the enemy launch a counter-attack on the enst
of the salient, und the 13th Scotish Division and the éth
Guards Tank Brigade recross the salient o stave off this
sudden threat.

Ot M-Nov. 5 The Baiile of Mejel.

By muid-day on October Mhih operations were under way against the enemy,  Afier
recapturing Meijel the Germans had pushed morth-west and established themselves
in the village of Licsel,  For three days squadrons of Churchills suppaorted battalions
of infantry in limited avacks which cleared Licsel and brought the leading troops
within stnking distance of Meijel itself, A large-scale antack was unched on Metjel
an MNovember Sth. 2 Squadron were to mowve with the Royal Scots Fosiliers mound
ihe buck of the epemy positions to the cast and south-east of Meijel wood, which
would bring them within six hundred yords of the enemy anti-tank guns on the fur
side of the Deurme canal, which ran parablel with the line of advance. This manoeuvre,
covered by o smoke screen along the banks of the canal, would, i1 was hoped, divert
the enemy’s attention from an assault, by on infantry brigade supported by the rest of
the Battalion and a squadron of Crocodile flame-throwing tanks, on Meijel itscll,
Every advantage of terrain lay with the Germuins: on the right there was ind
om the left the Deurne canal and more bog.  Between these two lay a minefield some
twelve hundred yards in width covered by a number of machine guns, several anti-tank

uns, and infuntry firmly ensconced in farm buildings. In addition the enemy on the
ar bank of the Deurne conal had com freedom of manoewvre, and could move
Ih-ti;r:]l'apmpnllud anti-tank guns ot will to threaten the rear of any Aanking movement
on Meijel,

At T30 a.m. the first smoke screen was laid along the canal, and under cover of
this 2 Sguadron nearly succeeded in reaching the north-gast corner of Meijel wood.
Here, however, the Squadron became involved in a bog and o mincfield, and every
effort that they made (o move forward only resulted in more tanks being disabled on
mines or baried in the mud: at the same time they were under heavy anti-tank gun
and mortar fire. Eventually the Squadron Leader was ordered 1o withdraw what
tunks he could behind the start line, but out of the whole Squadron only four tanks
were still runpers, although only about hall of the remainder had been disabled by
enemy action. The Royal Scots Fusiliers pressed forward as best they could across
the flai marshy heath, and all bogped tinks whose nrmament was still in fghting
order supported them by engaging any known enemy positions in the woods and furm
buildings. As the day drew on all prospects of a successful attack gradually
disap and the crews of any bogged tanks still in sction were ordered (o remaove
the wireless codes, immohilise their armament and make their way back 1o their own
lines. Omne troop leader, Licut. G. B. Sheffield, evacuated his tank and jumped into
i diteh to avoid the menanng and shelling which was now intense. Here he found
some Germans engaged in o heated game of whist, and nhllgina]}' Joined in the game
before returning safely to base with his fellow gamblers ns prisoners. By midnight
afl the 1ank crews including the wounded hiad been safely withdrown, despite the fact
that, armed anly with revolvers, they had 1o puss through the encmy positions,

Meanwhile the main frontal dssaull on Meijel was proving no more sucoessiul,
1 Squadrom, supporting the leading Battalion, ran into o mincfield early in the day
and fost five tanks almost ssmultaneoesly. The infantry succeeded in reaching the
little hamlet of Schans, their first objective, and one troop of tanks, showing the
preatest determination ond courage, thrended 15 way miracubously through the
mines, only o lose all its tanks to anti-tank guns beyond the village, By mid-afiernoon
it had become clear that bogs, minefields and cleverly-sited anti-tank defences would
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allow no further tunk progress.  The enemy shell and mortar fire was growing in
intensitv, nnd the Dhvisional Commander called off the atinck.  Tired and sadly
depleted the Battalion drove back in drenching rain throughout the night to Helmond,
Craly twenty tanks, nearly all in 3 Squadron which had never been committed to the
batile, had survived the day,

1944 MNow, 6-Dec | The Bavtalion rests and reorganises al Helmond,
Dec.  1-15 The Battalion waits in vescrve at Zijlburg, a small town
Just east of Deurne, for another offensive operation
oguinst the cast fank of the Nijmegen salient.

1945 Dee. 20-Jam. 13 The Battalion concentrates with the remainder of the
Gth Cuards Tank Brigade near Maastricht behingd
the threatened British sector west of Geileakirchen,

Jam. 13-26 Operating in decp snow, the squadrons assist battalions
of infaniry in himited silecks {o drive the enemy east
of the River Roer—a leisurcly operation which meetls
with only slight opposition. On January 26th the
Battalion moves north to Marienboom  near
Nijmegen 1o take part in the large scale offensive
designed 1o clear the west bank of the Rhine,

Ist, 2ol amd dih BATTALIONS, FROM THE MAAS TO THE RHINE,

1945 Feb. 811 Enrly on February Sth, behind o massed harrage of guns on a
sgile unknown since Alamein, five infaniry Divisions, all
supported by armour, surgs forward to assauli the Shegfried
Line where it runs through the Reichswald Forest between
the Muoas and the lower reaches of the Rhine. On Febroary
11ih Cleve is captured against light ?puaiiinn-

Feb., [1l-l& The 4th Ratialion rests in reserve in Cleve. The Germans
have blown the Rhine winier dyke svstem and seventoen
inches of water cover the Cleve-Nijmegen road: all supplics
have to be brought up from Migmegen by amphibious
DL W,

Feb. 1828 The Batile of Goch.

The town of Goch, surrounded by an anu-tank ditch and bisected by the River
Miers, was o bubwark of the German positions between the Mass und the Rhine. 0t
wits believed that elements of three divisions had been collected 10 man the defences,
amd despite an aerial and ariillery bombardment it seemed likely that the eneniy
would offer stout resisinnce.  Thie 4th Battalion wos made responsible for Torcing its
way over the anti-tank ditch ot crossing places already securcd by the mfiuntry, and
then for supporiing o brigade of the [5th Scottish Division a5 they cleared the town
as far south as the river,

The attuck siarted in the afternoon of February 18ih, and from this moment fog
descended upon the field of battle both metaphorically und in actuality, 1 Squadron
covered the bridge-laying tanks as they swayed wncertainly forward 1o deposdt their
charges over the dilch. Two altempis were made by the bridge livers before a bridge
wits successiully planted across the ebstacke, and a troop of tanks from 3 Squadron
then made its way over. By this time, however, it had grown hrcrnnl:lI'-h:IE dark, and as
thi infantry sdvincing be the ditch were held up by savage moriar fire, the sttack
wits called off until the lollowing moming.  The next day the squadrons supported
the three Scottish batislions in u serigs of atacks to clenr ihe northern hall of the
town, un opermtion which proved surpeisingly simple as the encmy defences were
gompletely unco-ordinated and devoid of anti-tank suppost.
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For the next two days the Battalion sat in Goch under very unpleasant shell and
mortar fire, until it was called upon carly on February 23rd 1o help the same brigade
of infantry 10 ¢lear a large wood south of the town, ﬂﬁ;ﬂ_umn on the ground was
not as heavy as expected although the infantry suffered heavily from shelling, and by
nghtfall the 1ask had been completed without the loss of a tank.  For four days the
Battalion helped 1o hold the line, and on February 2T the squadrons moved ferward
again, this time in support of a brignde of the drel British Division who were to clear 4
dense wood, and then cul the important lateral road runming between the towns of
Weeze and Udem, Throughout the moming the twe leading squadrons battled
slowly forword through the woods: fanatical Geeman parstroops, quick to spot their
blindness as they lumbered through the :winri::f undergrowth, shot ol the mnks with
Barookas, and the enemy mortar bombs bursting in the tree tops took heavy toll of
the infantry,

By mid-aftermoon a troop of 1 Squadren and a Company of the East Yorks had
reached the main road, and then they swung westwards to scize a vital bridge which
carried the road over a small stream. They were subjected to intense mortar and
machine-gun fire, but pressed on with great bravery and captured the kridge intact
Al dusk the tanks were withdrown north of the river, and the infantry were left
holding o small bridgehesd. The enemy kept up an almost continuous fire against
the troops scross the river, and after they had Bupched & counter-attack which was
repulsed with difficulty, some tanks of 1 Squadron were brought up to the bridge to
strengthen the defences. Here they passed o most unpleasant night, being sniped ot
by Bazookas and being themaelves unable to retaliste with their heavy armament for
fear of giving away their position, Their presence, however, saved the situntion, for
at 4 p.m., the Germans hurled o furious counter-attack against the brigdehead which
was only beidten off by intense fire from the tanks.

Mo one was sorry when late on February 28th all squadrons were withdruwn
norih of Goch.  This wood elearing had been both unpleasant and tirimg, brgely
because the infantry, exhausted after months of hard campaigning and weakened
by casualties among their leaders, were not prepared 1o advince any great distance in
front of the tanks.  Visibility was very limited in the dense woods and any tree might
have concealed its Barooka party, The narrow tracks were soon so churned ap by
the tunks thit they became jlmost impassable, and when one troop decided o move
without its infantry reund the outside of the wood it lost all its tanks to Bazookas.

For the troop leader, above all, it had becn a difficult ration: even in a
relutively straight-forward battle there are o hundred and one things for him o ela,
He has to guide his tank, make full wse of the ground, keep in constant touch with his
infantry, scan the landscape for the enemy, direct his gunner on 10 the largets, position
his other tanks, puss messages back 1o his Squadron Leader over the airand at the same
time be on the alert for all the unexpected situations that arise,  Fighting in woods
makes these tasks even harder: the trees are nutural obstacles for tanks and he has (o
guide his driver with the utmost care. He has to pratect his Manks and yer prevent
his gun from hitting the trees. He feels cunously alone and unprotecied —even
though the infantry, hidden by the undergrowth, may be all round his troop. 1t is
dark and very frightening.

1945 Feb, 23Mar. 3 The st and 2nd Battalions, having moved south from
Mijmegen, hold a sector of the line east of Goch,

Mar, 610 Adter driving south through Weese and Keveluer the

Grenadier Group pass through the 3rd Division at

Kapelien, and moving behind an artillery barrage

force their way up on 1o @ high and wooded ridge

wesl of Bonninghardt, For n short time the encmy

react violently with small arms and mortar fire, but

once the Guards Armoured Division lhos expanded
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1943 Mar.  6-10 (contd,)  its foothold on the Bonningharde ridge, the enemy
hridﬁl:hr::ld west of the Rhine crumbles rapidly,

Mar. 126 The 4th Baitalion rests near Geldern,
Mar. 11-28 The ist ond 2nd Battalions rest near Gennep.
L] L3 -

Ist, Ind and 4th BATTALIONS, THE DRIVE INTO GERMANY.

1943 Mar., 27-29  The asspulting waves of infantry and amphibious tunks cross
II:It:_:..IRhE::Iin the cold down of March 24th.  As soon ias a
iley bridge capable of carrving their Churchill tanks has
been fung across the river, Iﬁ: 4th Baitalion crosses over,
to link wp, in commaon with the remainder of the 6th Guards
Tonk Brgade, with the 17th United Sintes Airbornc
Division. However, there is only a thin crust to the enemy
defences 10 the east of the ine hridgehead, and (he
Bottalion is placed wnder command of the British 6h
Arrborne Division.

Mar. 29 The squadrons carry the paratroops 1o Cosfeld, twenty-cight
miles 1o the norih, which is occupied against light opposition,

Mar. 30 Red and black berets sweep on to the Ems,

O March 30th the objective for the 4th Battalon and the th Airborme Division
was even more ambitious—10 caplure the vital bridge over the River Ems at Greven,
thirty-five miles away 1o the north-gast,  This time | and 3 Squadrons were in the lead,
and gpart from the keading troop, which enrmied no infantry so that the guns conld be
traversed and fired immediptely opposition wis encountered, each squadron carried
forwnrd o company of paratroops,  About five miles beyond Coesfeld bith squadrons
were held up by 83 mm, guns and Barookas, but the paratroops leaped cnll‘ﬂl.l‘u: tanks
and dealt swiltly with the opposition.  Both squadrons then raced on neck and neck,
but 3 Squadron dropped out of the race when they ran into a series of road blocks,
which, though not defended, imposed sufficient delay to prevent them reaching
Gireven in davlight and compelled them (o harbour at Darfeld, Evervthing now
depended on | Squadron.  Their advance was unimpeded until they reached
Altenburg, five miles west of Greven and the niver, where they ran into a German
column scurrying mway to the north: all the guns traversed quickly and maching-gun
bullets streamed into the retreating engmy, ere wiss no time to stop and count the
bag. and in the fading light the column dashed on down into the villey and towards
the distant chimneys of Greven, Five hundred yards short of the river the tanks
dropped off their paratroops who rushed for the bridge and seized it intact within ten
minuies. Unfortunstely they had been premoturely April-fooled, as their new
possession led only on to an iskind in the middie of the river.  Twenly minutes later
th:-:n' real objeciive, the main bridge three hundred yards upsiream, was blown up
with a deafening crash almost in their lices. In compensation for this bitter dis-
appointment o passenger train carrving German sobdiers on leave from the Russinn
front come steaming into Greven station.  The paratroops sllowed the seldiers tme
to kiss their wives, and then marched them off to spend their leave and several
extensions in o prisoner-of-war cage.

1945 Mar. 30 The Guards Armoured Division, still under command of the
Joth Corps, crosses the Rhine at Rees, and by nightfall, with
the Grenadier Group in the lead, has driven a wedge into the
stoutly held Germon defences on the northern fank of the
Rhine bridgchead, and has occupied the toem of Aalten just
inside the Duich fronter. Vost craters spanning the rond
and heavy morar fire in the town itself combine to slow up
the advance,
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1945 Mar. 31 Afier mecting more craters and demolitions the Grenadier
Group confinue the udvance swiltly up 1o Groenlo, and then
more slowly o Eibergen where they are held up by enemy
prodecting the: crossings over the river. A night assault in
pouring rain by the 1st Battalion finds that the enemy have
withdrawn, and secures o crossing=ploce intact.  On this day
oo, the 4th Battolion, many miles io the south-gast, crosses
the River Ems and reaches the Dortmund-Enms canal to find
all bridges blown by the retreating cnemy,

April 2 The delay in bridging the Dornmund-Ems cinal gives the enemy
time 10 take up strong positions on the high ground ot the
approgches to Lengerich, eight miles enst of the canal, Diespite
stoyt opposition by pupils of the Hanover truming schoaol,
supported by self-propelled anti-tank guns, men of a purachute
battalion storm the heights,

April 3 The advance sweeps on to Osnabruck and by nightfall the 6th
Airborne Division and the 4th Battalion are investing the
town [rom the west and south-gost,

April 3 The Battle of Benthim.

While the 4th Battalion and their airborne passengers were making their
spectacular drive into the north German plain, the Guards Armoured Division wis
battling slowly forward on the left flank of the 2nd Army.  After securing their
Eibergen bridgehead, the st and 2nd Battalions were in rescrve while the Irish
Guards pushed across the comer of Holland through Enschede and Oldenzaal to the
German lrontier near Gilderhnus, Here the Irish Guards had a fierce battle against
determined German paratroops, who were not fimally evicted from the village until the
early hours of April 3rd. A few hours later the Grenadier Group p: thrisugh,
with their objectives the old castled town of Bembeim and the River Ems near
Schutiorl, a few miles to the easl.

As the leading tank wound s way through the streets of Gilderhaus the com-
mander looked down at his map and wondered how long he would follow the route
marked on it before the crash of an anti-tank gun shottered the sides of his turret.
Armour formed the spearbend of all the Second Army thrusis into Germany, and for
ench column the orders were the same: in nearly every case the objective was the limit
of the day’s sdvance; the tank and infantry commanders marked the route o be
followed on their maps, and once the time of sarting was known there were no maore
instructions (o be fesoed until frst contsct with the onemy was gained.  As these
armoured columns were thrusting forwerd their temtacles every day, there was neither
the epporiunily to mike a careful reconniissance of the positions of the encimy
rearguards ahesd nor the puarantes that those positions, encountered im the evening,
wolld still be there the following morping. AL the same time, a set-picce attack
woruld have limited drastically the day's advance, and might well have proved o waste
of time pnd mmmunitioon, ith complete nir superionity and against a broken cnemy
the long columns of srmowr and infantry moving along the main roads were both
the specdiest and ensiest w contrel: the Guards Armoured Division could never
have driven ninety-five miles to Brussels in one day nor could the 4th Battalion have
carmied il paratroops into the heart of Germany if they had been ordered to deploy
from the ouisel. Yol set ngainst this was the nerve-racking strain imposed on the
leading tank commander, for whom every vard and corner of the advance held o
promisg of death,  East of Gilderhais trouble came soon.

Three hundred yvards bevond the leading sections of the battle-worn brish Guards
the first three tanks were knocked oui by self-propelled puns, and the commanders
had to cope with the lerm of two vehicle-bound buttalions strung out like o snike
or several miles 1o the rear. The King’s Company, nesrest 1o the scene of trouble,



April, 1945, A ek orew of the 2ed Battalion bivowsis pear CHdensaal in
Haolland, oo the eve of the Hatile of Desibeim,

Caermangy, Aprid, 1945,  The spearhead of the Second Army,  The 4th Hattalion
used irosps of the Sth Airbome [ivision paee in Melbendor, north of Honover. iermesd dsdrTighi




Td THE GRENADIER GUARDS [939-1945

it once leaped out of their vehicles and drove the enemy oul of a small wood in fronl,
under cover of which the st Battalion coold form up for an atteck on Beniheim
isell. Soon whter midday the Battalion aftacked on o two-company front behimd @
harmage fired tFr the Leicestershire Yeomanry, and supported by tanks of the 2nd
Hattalion. Before long the tanks were bo in the hesvy poing, and when 4
Company on the nght of the advance emerged from the shelter of some thick woods,
m? rn into heavy machine-gun fire from houses on the outskins of Bentheim and
suflered o number of casualties. Supported by fire from the lightly armoured Bren
carriers, (he attack was. pressed home, ond by lale afternoon both leading companies
were established in the town. Bentheim, itself on an eminenee, and surmounted by its
impregnable-looking castle, offered the enemy every wope for a resolute defence, and
a5 the troops worked their way up the norrow streets they feli that their troubles were
only just beginning. The enemy had put up a despernte defence in low-lying
Childerhaus, and had done their best 1o block the approaches to Bentheim, bt for
sore rewson they withdrew Trom tse town that evening. By midday on April 4th the
whole of Bemtheim was in British hands, and from the summit of the castle tower
the Guardsmen, as they lay and sunned themselves, looked oot for many miles over
the Mat country to the cast where the white flags of surrender were alrendy Nuttering
from the windows of Schuttorf,

945 Apr. 4 The 4th Battalion sdvances from Osnabrock to Minden, an
advance of forty-two miles, and the longest in the history
of the Churchill tink.

April 3 The airborne troops secure a bridgehead over the Weser
supported by 2 Squadron of the dih Bantalion,

April 6 3 Sguadron of the 4th Battolion, in support of the 3th
Parachute Brigade, breaks out of the El’r_u!r bridgclicad
and seizgs o bridge intact over the River Leine ot Bordennu
morth of Hanover,

April 706 The dih Battalion, by now well shead of the other spearheads
of the 2nd Army, rests by the shores of the Sacinhuder lake.

April 817 The Guords Armoured Division breaks ool of its bridgehend
over the Ems at Lingen and baitles slowly castwards

1hl'i11;(§h ol ond thickly wooded country.  On several days

ihe Cirenodier Groop are in the lesd, but only pear
Ketienkamp do they find the enemy resodved to fight 1o the
last, Ebewhere Bagookas and o li:url.h of passable roads
slow down the advance,

April 123-21  The drive (o the Elbe.

While the 4th Banalion was resting by the Steinhuder Lake, the remuainder of the
6th Giuards Tank Brigade pushed on sorth-castwnrds towards the Elbe. The town
of Ueleen proved a tough nut 1o crack, snd on April 16th the 4th Rattalion and the
tth Airborne Division were called up 1o throw a steel ring round the town, Surpris-
ingly enough the Germans scarcely contested this encircling movement at all: in one
or two villages through which the CGrenadiers passed, Bazooks teams pot in a flecti
appearance but the sell-propelled guns wlhich lind been lefl to support them were all
found abandoned. In one village inside the ring a German colonel was found sun-
bathing in his garden.  He did not bat an evelid when o troop of Churchills drove on
1o his front lawn, and lost no time in explaining how delighted he was 1o meet the
Brigade of Guards again, since he had stayved with the Coldstream in 1911,

For the final dash to the Elbe the 4th Battalion was transferred to the command
of the Sth Division, newly arrived from Italy, Early on April 2(s1 the two leading
scquadrons set off in pouring rain, and for many miles reced ench other unimpeded by
the encmy. On the ﬂ't 3 Squadron reached o point only two or three miles from the
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river when they were held up by anti-tank guns and infuntry, but the Germans had
been thrown into confusion E»;.- the speed nl‘s:liu.- ndvance and they withdrew over the
river during the night.

O the right 2 Squadron were nol 5o lecky: a banalion of desperste Hitler Jugend,
supported by anfi-tank puns, halied the advance from strong positions near
Hohenzethen,  Several tanks were knocked oul, and both infantry and tank crews
suffered heavy casualties from intense machine-gun fire. Capl. F. E. Clifford was
among the more forunate: a well-concenled anti-tank gun manned by femole flnk-
gunners fired eight times at his tank withoul scormg a single hit.  Gradually the
encry were forced back over the river, and when the west banks were firmly in the
hands of the infantry, the tanks were able 1o withdraw,

Aprell 19 1a
May 1 The Tt and 2od Battalions steike north towarnds Cuxhaven,

After a briel rest the Guards Armoured Division was transferred 1o the command
of the 12th Corps and given the task of striking north into the Cuxhaven peninsula
and cutting the cscape routes from beleaguered Bremen. The Grenndier Group led
the Sth Guards Armoured Brigade up the road already followed by the Tth Armoured
Division as far a5 Tostedl, where the column swung lefi-handed to cut the Bremien-
Hamburg Autobahn at Gross Sittensen, Despite bogyy ground and scattered
opposition near the auiobabn the Group pchieved this wsk, and by nightfsll on
April 19th reached the village of Wiertren.

Puring the night the Gernuins brought up reserves (o block the approaches o
Zeven, the only communication centre in the peninsula still in their hands. The
Cirenadiers, continuing their advance westwards, hod to overcome stubborn opposition
from the 115th Panrer Grenadier Regiment before capturing the villages of Wiersdor!
and Heeslingen, two miles cast of Feven, For three days the Group remained in
these positions under heavy shell-fire while patrols probed the enemy defances to the
west,  In the early morning of April 24th & Brigade attack was launched on Zeven.
The 1st Battalion, sdvancing from Heeslingen through the pinewoods, guickly
overran Lhe Germun defences, although the supporiing tanks soon became bogged in
the low-lying ground, On this doy too, o composite force of armoured cars, infantry
and a squadron of the Znd Battalion made a wide sweep o cut the nain roads runming
narth from Aeven ot Selsingen,

The Germans, by now desperately short of equipmend and informution, were
relying on extensive demolitions 1o deloy the British advance long enough for them to
cscape over the Elbe into Schleswag Holstem,  For four days the sappars worked
untiringly to bridge the vast craters blown by aerul bombs and seo mings from the
dockvards of Bremen, Meanwinle the Grenadiers, halked in their efforts to push
oft nerth by these demolitions, were ordered (o liberate the concentration camp at
Sandbostel near Selsingen, where Lyphus was reported to be causing three hundred
deaths a day, The enemy hod blown the bridge over the river al the approaches o the
camp, and an assault crossing ot night was launched by the King's Company to
secure o bridging site.  An initial foothold was gained on the far bank of the nver,
but at doybreak the Germans, ensconoed on the wooded heights near the camp,
overlooked the Guardsmen vainly trying o entrench themselves in the marshes
below. The enemy fire was so heavy thal one afier another the platoons had to be
withdrawn: less than a dozen sodden guardsmen from the List platoon were ahle 1o
regain the near bank,  Adter this fuilure & Toll-senle attack was made: the 151 Batialion
erossed the river in boais some distance diwi-stfeam from the cimp, and, supporicd
by the puns of the Lelcestershire Yeomanry, drove the encmy from the approaches
to the camp.  The Mazi gaolers had been reinforced by 8% iroops, but by the evening
of April 29th the camp was in British hands.
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By May 1st relief teams had scaled off the diseasc-ridden precincis from the
outside world, A sweep 1o the north showed tha the enemy hid withdraown behind
vet more demolitions, and the Ist and 2nd Battalions, who hod unknowingly fough
their st baktle in the war, moved to the small village of Mulsum near Bremerviirde,
Here, & week uter, VE Doy overfook them,

1945 April 300 On April 30th, after the infantry have Torced o crossing over
May 1 the Elbe, the $1h Batialion crosses the river and protects the
right Mank of the drive w Lubeck. Fighting wvirtually
ceases, but progress s scvergly hampered by the roads
blocked with refugees and long columns of prizsoners. On
May Ird the Battalion enters Lubeck on the il of the
Il Armoured Division,
May Rio

June 9 Operation Felipse and Farewell to Armoor,

On VE Dy the three Battubions of the Regiment in Germuny were in reserve, but
noaye of them was given a chamnce (o sit back wnd sigh with reliel or stand up and shout
with oy, The 131 Batlalion was sent 1o Stede near the west bank of the Elbe north of
Hamburg: the 2nd Battalion moved to the small port of Freiburg on the Elbe estuary,
wnd the dth Banalion drove north to billets in pleasant scaside villages near Kiel,
The three battalions all began their occupational role in country un inrnished by the
breath of war, but there were many problems to be faced. Operation Ecli embraced
them all—the disarming of the German forces, the segregution of the 5.5, and ardent
Mizis from their more karmless compades in arms, the collection of displuced persons
for reputriation, and all the functions of local government necessary to keep the
civil population fed and employed.  Towards the end of May, with the more urgent
of these tusks completed, the Ist and 2nd Battolions moved (o ancther area of
occupation south of Bremen, Here their chiel preoccupations were the control of the
lawless bands of displaced s who emerged from their hideouts in the woods to
ravage German famﬂmﬁd the spprehension of sell-demobilited German
soldiers trying to infiltrate their way back 10 their homes in the west.

Soon after the end of the war it becume known that the Guards Armoured
Division and the &th Guards Tank Brigade would lowe ther tanks and resume their
traditional role ns infantry, A ma furewell parade was arranged on Rotenburg
acrodrome; but the Churchills of the 4th Battalion were too far pway 1o take pan,
and were quictly and sudly hinded in ot & vast dump near Hamburg, The Shermans
of the 2nd Battalion were polished and painted for a fortnight, and on June Sth msde
their final appeasrance when the whole of the Sth Guards Armoured Brigade drove
slowly across the arena. The sun glinted on the barrels as the turrets swung in their
last salute to the Commander-in-Chiel, and then the long columns wheeled away,
over the hill and out of sight. Thus, four years almost to the day after the entry of
the Brigade of Guards into the feld of armoured warfare, the Guords Armoured
Division and the Gth Ciuards Tank Brigade passed into history,
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The End of the Journey

15 July 410
Aug.d  The Is1 Battalion m Berlin,

After a delay of nearly two months, the Ist Battahon were a1 last ordered to
prepare for an immediate move 10 Berlin,  The news of the Bratish entry had been
mich publicised in the press and on the wireless, and it was surprising when the
column was halied at Magdeburg, and the Adjutant was led at the point of the
bayonet before the local Russian General, whose forces had only relioved the
Americans in the town a few days before.  He had heard nothing of British troops
moving through the Russian Zone, and was not in telephonic communication with
the capital.  After an howur's discussion, the column was allowed 1o continue.  In
Berlin, press photographers and news-reel cameras were waiting Lo record the
ceremonial entry, and the Battalion drove past the Commander of the Tith Armouwred
Diivision to their allotled areas in the northern part of the city, Thelr quarters were
in the former Hermann Goering barracks in the suburb of Wedding. These barracks,
badly damaged by the R.A.F. and by the Russian arillery, were in o disgusting
condition: fies swarmed everywhere in ibe filth, bodies still lay unburied bepeath the
ruins, there were no fittings, no furmiture, and at first no sanitaton.  In their G
two weeks of occupation, the Bantalion, assisted by a small army of Germans, who
were only too willing to work in return fior extra rations, made (e barracks hnbitable.

Within two days of their arrival, the Baittalion took part in their first ceremony.
It was the hoisting of the British flag on the Grosses Stern, the monument in the
Charlottenburger Chauses which commemorated the German victory in the Franco-
Prussian War. The Union Jack, it was snid, was the same which the Tth Armoured
Drivision had flown at Fl Alamein, and flving from the top of the monument, there
wiis already an unofficiel but triumphant French Tricodor. On July 12th ihe Battalion
rovided o Guard of Honour at the Brandenburg Gate for the Russian Marshals
ukov and Rokessovski, when they were presented by Freld-Morshal Montgomery
with the G.C.B. and K.C.B, respectively, and on the following day the whole
Battalion ook part in a big parade with 7th Armoured Divikion. On July 15th,
Mr. Churchill arrived by air for the Potsdam conference, to be greeted by a Guard
of Honowr from the Battalion, and five days later they took part in the last and most
impressive of all the Berlin parades, and ope of the mist memorable in which a
battalion of the Regiment has ever participated.

When the Prime Minister and his entournge arrived at the saluting hase in the
Charlottenburger Chausee, they were greeled by salvo afler salvo from the guns
massed around the base of the Grosses Stern. The party then climbed nto four
half-tracks ided by the Battalion—ihe same vehicles which had carried Field-
Marshal Montgomery and his sttendant generals round Roten seroddrome
a month before—and drove slowly past the lines of guns, tupks and infantry. The
wheeled and trocked columns were drawn up between the Grosses Stern and 1he
Rrandenburg Gate, and the Battmlion, with other infantry units, were positioned
along a road running north through the Tiergarten.  After the inspection, the columns
of armour and infuntry drove and marched past Mr, Churchill. Led to the salutin
base by a noval deluchment with the Marine Bond ar the head, the Battalion marc

st 1o the “Hritish Grenudiers” played by the massed bands opposite the salutin

se. Mo peacetime MNazi purade through an undamaged Berlin could have nquarles
in splendour the scene of these victorious Englishmen marching past their leader.
For Churchill, it marked the climax of his career. For the Grenadiers, not onlv aff

the st Battalion, but of all battalions scattered throughout Europe, it symbaolised the
end of the Second Waorkd War,
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