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EL. ALAMEIN

The German people, in company with myself, are following your heroic
defensive struggle in Egypt with devout trust in your personal leadership and
the bravery of the German and Italian troops who serve you. In your present

situation you can have no other thought than to hold oult, refuse to yield a
step, and commil to the battle every weapon and every soldier who can be
released from other duties.

Signal from Adolf Hitler to Field Marshal Erwin Romimel
13.30, November 3, 1942

the night of October 23, 1942, when 8th Army under General Bernard
the darkness was ripped apart by a Montgomery then moved off to attack the
bombardment of 1,000 British guns. The joint German and Italian forces under Field
shellfire and attacks by the Desert Air Force Marshal Erwin Rommel at 21.50.
smashed German and Italian positions and Rommel’s positions were anchored on the

The Second Battle of Alamein began on ripped up barbed wire and minefields. The




Asove: Afrika Korps gunners load a 2Tcm Mérser
18 howitzer. The big gun could fire one 133kg

round every two minutes.

sea in the north and the Qattara Depression,
a sall marsh impassable to vehicles, in the
south. Along this front were hills, ridges or
depressions that were incorporated into the
defences. From north to south the most
significant were Kidney, Miteirya and
Ruweisal Ridges with the Munassib
Depression.

Rommel had positioned his German and
Italian infantry so that the less reliable Italian
troops were “corseted” by German troops on
each flank. On the coast the XXI Corps was
commanded by General Navarrini, in the
centre was the XX Corps under General de
Stephani and to the south X Corps under
General Gioda.

BLITZKRIEG

Asove: Protected against the blowing desert sand

by Luftwaffe-issue goggles, an aspirant officer in
the Afrika Korps sits in a truck with his comrades.
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Knowing that they were faced by extensive
minefields, the “Devil’s Gardens”, the 8th
Army deployed Modified Matilda Il tanks.
The robust chassis was the basis for the
Scorpion mine-clearing flail system and 32
Matilda Il Scorpions advanced at El Alamein
clearing paths through the minefields. The
flail consisted of a rotating drum mounted on
arms forward of the tank. Weighted chains
or “flails” were attached to the drum and as
it rotated they thrashed the ground and
exploded mines harmlessly in front of the
tank. It was said that one Italian soldier
surrendered to one of these terrifying, but

MEN, MACHINES AND MINES

actually unarmed, vehicles. On foot Royal
Engineers equipped with electronic mine
detectors also searched for mines, advancing
paying out a white tape to show their path
through the minefield. A cruder but
essentially more reliable technique was to
“prod” pushing a SMLE bayonet at an angle
into the soil to feel if it bumped against the
side casing of a buried mine. Other men
with light wands advanced feeling for trip
wire from S Mines. If the Engineers located a
mine they placed a conical white folding
fabric marker on top of it. It would then be
destroyed or defused.




On the north the German 164th Light
Division (Div) covered the coastal road and
rail links that ran from Egypt into Tripolitania
and Kidney Ridge. To the south the Italian
Trento and Litiorio Divs held the Mileirya
Ridge with the Bologna Div to their right. The
tough German Ramcke Fallschirmbrigade
was south of Ruweisat Ridge with the Brescia
Div to the right. The Italian Folgore
Parachute Div held the flank on the Qatlara
Depression with the Pavia Div in reserve on
the El Taga Plateau and at the far south was
the “Kiel” Battle Group.

In reserve ready to counter altack any
break through Rommel held his armoured
and mobile troops. To the north the 15th
Panzer and Littorio Divs with the 90th Light
Div were in depth at Gazala and in the south

BLITZKRIEG

Asove: Field Marshal Erwin Rommel hunches over
maps in a frontline command post. His radio
orders were intercepted and decoded by an 8th
Army ULTRA team and passed to Montgomery.

Leer: Ammunition is broken out of its wicker

containers and brought forward by an Afrika
Korps 15¢m sFH 18 howitzer crew.

Asove: A dummy 25 Pounder position constructed
by the 8th Army. Both sides used deception
schemes to conceal their positions and movements.

NIEZWYTY 13
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the veteran 21st Panzer and Ariete Divs.

In the darkness of October 23 the British
XXX Corps under General Oliver Leese and
the X Corps under General Lumsden began
to fight through these formidable minefields
and defences. In the first phase of the attack,

Operation Lightfoot, the infantry of the 9th
Australian, 51st Highland, New Zealand and
1st South African Divs were to make the
initial break in through the deep defences.
This would allow the 1st Armoured and 10th
Armoured Divs to exploit westwards through

CAPTIVE

During the fighting in Tunisia soldiers of
the Afrika Korps captured an M4
Sherman and writing in Die Wehrmacht in
March 1943 German Army correspondent
Eberhard Schulz described the arrival of the
tank in Tunis. It had been captured by a
reconnaissance patrol from a Panzer
regiment in the hills of Sbeitla on a foggy
morning on February 22. The German crew
then drove it for 338km (210 miles) over four
and a half days “which” wrote Schulz

Asove: German ftroops examine another captured vehicle, a US M3 Light Tank.

SHERMAN

“testifies well to the overall march capacity of
this steel colossus” to the port of Sfax. Here it
was loaded onfo a ship and “now affer many
intermediate stops, this star of American
armament has arrived at its destination, a
proving ground near Berlin, in the hands of
arms experts who are evaluating its combat
efficiency and durability. Preliminary
investigation in Tunisia had already revealed
that it is not a bad product.” (For M4
Sherman specifications see Blitzkrieg 4).

10
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Asove: Dust is kicked up as an Afrika Korps
7.62cm Pak 36(r) anti4tank gun opens fire. The
gun was a modified captured Russian weapon.

two corridors in Operation Supercharge.

To the south the XIII Corps under General
Brian Horrocks launched spoiling attacks on
October 25 against the Italian Folgore Div.

In overall command of British and
Commonwealth forces in the theatre was
General Harold Alexander who had been
appointed commander in chief in the Middle
East in August 1942,

Montgomery had ordered an elaborate
deception operation to convince Rommel that
an allack could be expected from the south
— a conventional approach that would allow

Lerr: Eye pressed to the sights, an Afrika Korps
gunner [uys an antitank gun. Engagement ranges
in the desert were further than those of Europe.

NIZWVTY 13
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the 8th Army to hook right into position
behind the Axis forces in the north. To sustain
this impression dummy depots had been
constructed along with fake tanks and guns.
This ploy would ensure that the 21st Panzer
and the Italian Ariete Divs would remain in
the south for a critical seven days during the
battle.

Rommel, who was suffering from jaundice
and other ailments caused by life in the
desert, had flown to Germany on sick leave
on September 25 and was due to return to
Africa on October 25. Command of German
and Ttalian forces in Africa was therefore
delegated to General Georg Stumme.

On the second day of the battle, Stumme
driving to the front came under heavy fire
and as his driver took evasive action the
general was thrown from the vehicle,
suffered a heart attack and died. (For further

12

Asove: A captured 8.8em Flak with its shield
showing the “kills” it had scored against a variety
of targets including a ship.

Asove: A German soldier takes cover behind a

stone sangar. Though some positions were dug,
others were constructed with stones and rocks.
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FieLpo MARSHAL BERNARD MONTGOMERY

ernard Law Montgomery was born in

London on November 17, 1887, and
educated at the Royal Military College,
Sandhurst. He entered the British army in
1908 and served in World War | in the
Royal Warwickshire Rgt where he was
severely wounded and awarded the DSO.
In World War Il he returned to France in
1939 commanding the 3rd Div and took
part in the withdrawal to Dunkerque in
1940. He was a small man with a rather
piping voice. As a non-smoker and strict
abstainer he was a rather austere figure in
the British army. He came fo prominence
when commanding the 8th Army in North
Africa where he defeated Rommel's Afrika
Korps at El Alamein in October 1942.
Despite having accurate ULTRA intelligence
on the very poor state of the Afrika Korps,
he was reluctant to press them following
the victory at El Alamein. He commanded
the 8th Army in the invasion of Sicily and
ltaly in 1943. In January 1944 he was
recalled for the final stages of the invasion
of northwest Europe. At D-Day he
commanded the 21st Army Group
composed of the American 1st Army and
British 2nd Army. In August 1944, he was

promoted to Field Marshal and led the Anglo

Canadian forces to final victory in 1945,
accepting the surrender of German forces in
north west Germany at his HQ at Lineberg
Heath on May 3, 1945.

In 1946 Montgomery was created
Viscount and appointed Chief of the Imperial
General Staff (CIGS). He was Deputy
Supreme Commander of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO) forces from
1951 to 1958. Montgomery died in Alton,
Hampshire, on March 25, 1976.

13

Lerr: A dumpy German
7.5¢cm lelG 18 infantry
support gun in action.

It weighed 400kg

(13.21b) shell out to
3,550m (3,870yds),
and was developed
from World War |
experience.

(880Ib),and fired a ékg

NEWYTY 13
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Aeove: A ground-strafing Messerschmitt Bf109
fighter flies over an RAF Spitfire. Though the
Luftwaffe did achieve air parity at times in 1943
it was largely on the defensive,

'

Berow: A sunshade protects the cockpit of a
BF109 as ground crew and pilot keep cool under
the wing. Heat and dust played havoc with
engines and controls.




Asove: The superb tan and brown camouflage on
a Lufiwaffe BF109 (trop) fighter matches the sand
and scrub as it flies low across the North African
desert.

information on Stumme see Blitzkrieg 5.)
The battle soon became a grim slogging
maltch as Lthe superior forces under
Montgomery attempted to break through the
thick defences. On October 25 Rommel was
back in command and realised that the 9th
Auslralian Div was clawing its way into the
Axis defences. He committed the 15th Panzer
Div against the Australians on October 26.
Montgomery called a halt to operations.
There was heavy fighting at the Miteririya
and Kidney Ridges where Axis attacks were

15
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beaten off. On November 2 Montgomery
launched Supercharge just south of the
Australian salient and Rommel contacted
Hitler requesting permission for a limited
withdrawal. As on the Eastern Front, the
order from the Fiihrer was to “stand fast”.
By November 4, when he was down to 30
tanks, Rommel was forced to retreat.
Montgomery did not press the Afrika Korps
as it withdrew despite detailed ULTRA infor-
mation about its weakened state. The
German withdrawal was like a roll call of
former battles, but this time there would be
no return match. On November 7 Mersa
Matruh fell after two days of heavy rain that
had impeded movement. Bardia was
captured on November 11, Tobruk two days

NIEWYTY 13
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later and Gazala on November 13. Benghazi
fell on November 20. Rommel held the line
at El Agheila from November 24 to December
15 and withdrew before being outflanked and
pushed back to Sirte on Christmas Day.
Mussolini demanded that Rommel should
hold Buerat to the last. The Afrika Korps and
ltalian forces held it from December 26 to
January 15 before withdrawing in the face of
a planned attack by the 8th Army. On January

23 the British entered Tripoli and that day
Rommel pulled back into Tunisia.

The Battle of Alamein had cost the Axis
approximately 50,000 casualties of whom
50,000 were prisoners, largely Italians who
lacked the transport to escape. British losses
were 13,560. Rommel, who had previously
admired and respected Hitler, now felt that
his loyalties were now to Germany and no
longer the Fiihrer.

orn in San Gabriel,

California, in 1885, Patton
was educated at the United
States Military Academy. He
was commissioned a second
lieutenant in 1909 and served
as ADC to General Joseph
John “Black Jack” Pershing on
Pershing's expedition fo
Mexico in 19217. In France
during World War |, Patton
established a tank training
school and commanded a tank
brigade. In 1942 and 1943,
during World War I, he
commanded US forces in Morocco, Tunisia,
and Sicily. He was relieved of his command
in Sicily following widespread protests in the
United States and Mediterranean over the
“soldier slapping incident”.

While visiting the 93rd Evacuation
Hospital at Sant Agata on August 10, 1943
to decorate wounded soldiers in his
command he encountered an unwounded
soldier. He asked him what he was doing in
hospital and the soldier replied “It's my
nerves. | can’t stand the shelling anymore.”
Enraged Patton slapped the man with his
gloves shouting “Shut up that Goddamned

GENERAL GEORGE SMITH PATTON

crying. | won't have brave
men here who have been shot
seeing a yellow bastard
crying.” Pulling his pistol from
its holster he added: “I ought
to shoot you myself, you
Goddamned whimpering
coward.”

Early in 1944 Patton was
given command of the 3rd
Army. He remained
controversial throughout the
war for his personal
flamboyance, uncompromising
standards outspokenness, and
aggressive leadership. Soldiers commented
on his nickname “Blood and Guts” — “Our
blood, his guts”.

In the summer of 1944 the 3rd Army
broke out of Normandy and advanced
rapidly across France; in March 1945 it
crossed the Rhine into Germany and also
moved fowards Austria. After the war Patton
served as military governor of Bavaria, but
because of criticism of his lenient policy
towards the former enemy, he was relieved of
the post. He was named head of the 15th
Army late in 1945, shortly before he was
fatally injured in a traffic accident.
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 Krao NSU HK-101

_ riginally designed for the

- N/ German airborne forces

~ as an airportable towing

hicle for light trailers and

s like the Pak 35/36, after

te the Ketten-Krad was

videly adopted. It had

e lockers and two rear-

ard facing seats. The driver
on a moforcycle style seat

teered through the single

~ front wheel. Production that

yegan in 1940 ceased in

. It was used as a supply

icle over rough ferrain.

Armament: n/a

Armour: n/a

Crew: 3

Weight: 1,200kg (1 ton)

Hull length: 2.74m (8H 11in)

Width: 1m (3ft 3in)

Height: 1.01m (3ft 3in)

Engine: One Opel Olympia
38 petrol engine
developing 36hp

Road speed: 80km/h (49.7mph)

Range: 100km (62.5miles)

7 2 LEICHTE KETTEN-

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

El Dabg
o

~

a Depression

Asove: The battle of El Alamein was a tough fight even though
General Bernard Montgomery and the 8th Army had the
advantage of superior forces and ULTRA intelligence.

NIZWYTY 13
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RigHT: Morose US
soldiers captured at
Kasserine in the
Afrika Korps' final
counter attack in
Tunisia are
marched tfo the
rear.

18

Asove: The burned out wreckage of a USAAF
Lockheed P-38F Lightning shot down in North
Africa. The fighter bomber was nicknamed by the
Germans "The Two Tailed Devil”.

For Churchill the victory was particularly
significant after over three years of defeats
in Europe, Africa and the Far East. The
British and Commonwealth had scored a
major victory even bhefore the United States
had committed ground forces to the war. He
had cabled General Alexander on September
17 demanding that the attack be launched
before the end of September and he only

Leer: Victor and vanquished. A Luffwaffe fighter
pilot, holder of the Knight's Cross, with the
USAAF Lockheed P-38F Lightning pilot he has
shot down.
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grudgingly accepted Alexander’s explanation
that the 8th Army required more training but
that an attack in October would be successful.

From 1943 onwards Churchill knew that
the US would become the senior partner in
the Allied war in the West. On November 8,
1942, the first moves in this change of
command took place with the Anglo-
American Torch landings. They took place at
Morocco and Algeria, and the Germans and
Italians were caught between lwo armies.
Three Task Forces, respectively Western
under General George Patton, Centre under
General Lloyd Fredenhall and the Eastern
under General Charles Ryder. The Western
had sailed directly from the United Slates and
landed at three points in Morocco. The

Lert AND BELOW: A pause in the march into
captivity for Gls captured in Tunisia. Film and
photographs of American prisoners helped to
convince the German public that, despite some
setbacks, the Afrika Korps was still fighting
effectively in Africa against the Allies.

NIEWYTY 13
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- Me323E-2 GicanT (GIANT)

he powered development of the
Me321 heavy transport glider, the
- Me323, entered service in 1942 on
the cross-Mediterranean routes
© supplying troops in North Africa.
- They suffered heavily in the Tunisian
~ campaign in 1943. On the Eastern
Front they were used in the Crimea
for supply and casualty evacuation
~and later in the Balic for logistic
~ support. The distinctive clamshell nose
. doors which gave access to the cargo
hold were big enough to take a
~ 15¢m gun and halfrack prime
~ mover.

Type:
Crew/Accommodation:
Power Plant:

Performance:

Weights:

Dimensions:

Armament;

Heavy transport

7/11

Six 1,140hp Gnome-Rhéne

14N 48/4%

Maximum speed at 3,000m
(9,840f) 220km/h (137mph)
Normal range 1,200km (745miles)
Empty 29,600kg (65,260Ib)
Maximum 45,000kg (99,2101b)
Wing span 55m (180ft 5in)

Length 28.5m (93ft &in)

Height @.6m (31t &in)

One 20mm MG 151 cannon in
each of two upper wing turrets; one
13mm MG 131 machine gun each
at rear of flight deck, two in nose-
door, and four (fore and aft) beam
positions; plus provision for
additional hand-held 7.9mm MG 34
machine guns firing from hold
windows.

Hawker Hurricane Mk 11D

. 1 he tank-busting Hurricane IID equipped

1 five squadrons in North Africa and three
in Burma as well as equipping the

~ squadrons of the Indian Air Force in Burma.
The Mk IIA that had entered service in 1940
had equipped two RAF squadrons that had
operated in Northern Russia in 1941. By the
‘end of the war the Mk Il and IV would equip

a total of 98 RAF squadrons.

20

Type:

Crew:
Power Plant:

Performance:

Weights:

Dimensions:

Armament:

Fighter and anti-tank ground attack
aircraft

1

One 1,280hp Rolls-Royce Merlin XX
Maximum speed at 5,486m

(18,000 #) 529km/h (329mph)
Maximum range 1,480 km (920 miles)
Empty 2,569kg (5,658Ib)

Maximum 3,64%kg (8,044Ib)

Wing span 12.19m (40ft)

Length 9.81m [32ft 2in)

Height 3.98m (13ft 1in)

Two 40mm Rolls-Royce B.F. or Vickers
Type S anti-tank guns in underwing
fairings; two .303in Browning
machine guns.




BristoL BeauriGHTER T.F. Mk X

he Beaufighter T.F. Mk X was the

maritime strike version of this versatile
fighter bomber and was employed not only
against enemy shipping, attempting to run
the air and sea blockade on Occupied
Europe, but also against German U-Boats.
Rockets were the most effective weapon
against both shipping and submarines, but
torpedoes could also be employed against
surface vessels. In 1945 Beaufighter T.F.
Mk Xs of Nos 236 and 254 squadrons
were directed onto U-Boats probably
through ULTRA intelligence, and sank five
in 48 hours in March 1945, Beaufighters
fitted with nose-mounted airborne radar
proved a formidable night interceptor.

Centre sailing from the Clyde in the United
Kingdom landed to the west and east of Oran
and the Eastern, which had also sailed from
the UK, landed at three points around Algiers.
The French resisted the landings and
inflicted casualties, but secret contacls
between Admiral Francois Darlan,
commanding Vichy forces in North Africa,
and the Allies led to an armistice being signed
on November 11. On that day German forces
enlered the area of southern France that had
remained unoccupied since 1940,

From November 9 the Germans quickly
flew reinforcements into El Aouina airport in
Tunisia from Sicily in a bridgehead that used
huge Me323 Gigants as well as Ju52 trans-
ports. A new force in Africa, the 5th Panzer

21
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Type: Anti-shipping strike fighter

Crew: 2or3

Power Plant: Two 1,770hp Bristol Hercules XVII

Performance: Maximum speed at 3,962m
(13,000f) 488km/h (303mph)
Maximum range 2,366km (1,470
miles)

Weights: Empty 7,072kg (15,592lb)
Maximum 11,521kg (25,4001b)

Dimensions: Wing span 17.63m (57ft 10in)
Length 12.7m (41ft 8in)
Height 4.82m (15f 10in)

Armament: Four 20mm Hispano cannon in nose;

one 303in Vickers K gun in dorsal
position; one 748kg (1,650lb} or
965kg (2,1271b) torpedo; two
113.4kg (2501lb) bombs or eight
41kg (90lb) rockets.

Berow: German paratroops talk to a sentry by a
burning USAAF Lockheed P-38F Lightning. Given
that ammunition might “cook off” — explode in the
fire — this is a patently posed photograph.

Armee under General Jirgen von Arnim,
was established. It would be composed of
100,000 good-quality troops and would
receive the first Tiger tanks.



EL ALAmiiN

BLITZKRIEG

With fresh troops new equipment and
inspired leadership the Germans held out
until May 11, 1945 and on February 19, in his
final throw in North Africa, Rommel would
defeat US forces al Kasserine Pass. This
counter attack was nol on the scale of the
Blitzkrieg baltles of 1939-42, but like the
fighting in Sicily and at Anzio on the Italian
mainland saw German tanks and infantry
working in concerl. In the Mediterranean
theatre, as in the USSR, German forces knew
the value of counter attacks Lo recover lost
territory or buy time during withdrawals.
The exception would be the small-scale
actions fought in the autumn of 1943 at the
\egean islands of Kos and Leros — a German
victory but merely a distraction for the Allies.

By late January, with the 1st Army pushing
into Tunisia, von Arnim and Rommel were
pressing Field Marshal Albert Kesselring, the
Oberbefehlshaber Siid (OB) Commander-in-
Chief South, for permission to counter attack.
Rommel, ever ambitious, wanted to launch a
decisive thrust through Tebessa and into the
rear of the 1st Army, while von Arnim, aware
of the poor supply situation, favoured spoiling
attacks to buy time. Kesselring allowed both
commanders to launch their own operations.
To the east the Afrika Korps was in a position
to delay the 8th Army on the Mareth Line.

Betow: A British Military Policeman at a junction
directs traffic in Tunisia. In the background
despatch riders wait by their motorcycles.

¢
TUNIS 60¢
LEKEF 12r
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Asove: A British sapper uses an electronic mine
detector to locate mines near the Medjez-
Tebourba road, Longstop Hill, Tunisia in April
1943.

This was a line built by the French before the
war to protect French administered Tunisia
from attack by Italy that held Libya. The
Mareth Line used natural features like Wadi
Akarit as well as high ground to enhance the
effectiveness of the bunkers that covered the
approaches.

On February 14 von Arnim in Operation
Spring Wind hit the French and Americans at
Sidi Bou Zid, and a day later Rommel
launched Operation Morning Wind at Gafsa
against the US II Corps under General

RigHT: Breaching the Geneva Convention, a page
from the German multilingual propaganda
magazine Signal shows US Army officers and men
captured in Tunisia.

23
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~ made it necessary fo mount it in the open, which
- exposed the crew. Another drawback was the limited

BLITZKRIEG

emovente was armed with a 20mm Model 41 AA
as an SP antitank gun. The British put the perfor-
ce of the Model 41 as equivalent fo the German
Flak 18. Only 24 were built and these were
royed in the fighting in Sicily. The size of the gun

lauci of six rounds that could be carried.

24

Armament:

Armour:
Crew:
Weight:

Hull length:
Width:
Height:
Engine:

Road speed:

Range:

1 20mm gun 20/53
Mod 39

40mm maximum
4

17,000kg

(16.73 tons)
5.28m (17t 4in)
2.26m (7ft 4in)
2.15m (7 lin)
SPA 15-Tm, 8
cylinder diesel
145bhp at 1,800
rpm

30km/h [18mph)
150km (93 miles)




RigHT: The two German
counter attacks in Tunisia
in 1943, Operations
Morning Wind and
Spring Wind that
climaxed in the battle of
Kasserine. The attacks hit
the inexperienced US 5th
Army, but though they
captured men and
destroyed weapons the
operations only bought
time for the Afrika Korps
and 5th Panzerarmee.

Lerr: A camouflaged Afrika
Korps 15cm K18 howitzer
at full recoil. Firing a 43kg
(94.61b) shell the K18 had
a maximum range of

24,825m (27,060yds).

Fredenhall. Von Arnim, using a double envel-
opment manoeuvre, quickly captured Sidi
Bou Zid. Rommel seized Gafsa and advanced
to Feriana while von Arnim made for Sbeitla.
On February 17 the Afrika Korps under
Rommel seized Feriana and drove for the
Kasserine Pass. The 5th Panzerarmee
captured Sheitla on February 18 and sent a
force north-east to Fondouk.

On February 19 the Anglo-American forces
received a much needed tonic when General
Sir Harold Alexander took command of the
newly created 18th Army Group that
consisted of the 1st and 8th Armies. He
ordered Lt General Kennelh Anderson
commanding the 1slL Army Lo hold all the exits

25

BLITZKRIEG

Gulf of Gabes

from the mountains into western Tunisia. On
the same day Rommel seized Kasserine Pass,
albeit after two days of heavy fighting. British
reinforcements began to arrive to cover the
Thala-Kasserine road.

Following the defeat at Kasserine the
German multi-lingual propaganda magazine
Signal featured photographs of the shocked
and tired faces of US soldiers as they were
marched into captivity. In a cruel pun on the
title of John Ford’s 1941 Hollywood triumph
How Green Was My Valley, a film about a
Welsh coal mining community, British
veterans of the 8th Army quipped: “How
green are our Allies”.

On February 20 Rommel was rebuffed at
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Sbiba and swung towards Thala but was
halted there. He realised that Morning Wind
had run its course. The Commando Supremo
General Ambrosio ordered him to turn south
the stop the 8th Army. Von Arnim was lo
distract the 1st Army with attacks code named
Ox Head as Rommel launched Operation
Capri against Medenine. Montgomery,
alerted by ULTRA, had already anticipaled
the German attacks as von Arnim launched
a series of attacks from the coast south to Bou
Arada. What became known as the Batlle of
Medenine took place on March 6 and in it the
8th Army halted the Afrika Korps. On the
same day that Montgomery won the Batlle of
Medenine, in which the Axis losl 55 tanks and
500 dead, on Eisenhower’s orders, General
Patton replaced Fredenhall in command of IT
Corps. It would be the first indication that
though Eisenhower might be genial and
diplomatic, he could also be very firm il
subordinates failed him and the US Army.
Following this success at Kasserine, which
was to be his last victory in World War I,
Rommel, who was suffering from ill health,
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was replaced by von Arnim as Commander-
in-Chief of the Axis forces on March 9. If the
“Desert Fox” had been obliged to surrender,
German morale, seriously battered, would
have been even more badly hurt.
Monlgomery attacked the Mareth line on
March 20. The Italians and German forces
were fighting with ferocious tenacity, but the
firepower and numbers of the Anglo-
American armies, who had been joined by
the French, squeezed the Axis northwards
into Tunisia towards Cape Bon. On May 7 the
porl of Bizerta and the capital Tunis were
caplured, and on May 11 the 10th Panzer
Division fought its last battle against the
British 6th Armoured Division on Cape Bon.
The OKW reported that a Luftwaffe Flak divi-
sion used its last remaining shells in an
aclion that destroyed 37 Allied tanks. These
brave reports, however, could not disguise

Betow: American and French officers and
dignitaries take the salute as men of the French

Foreign Legion parade in Algiers. French troops
from Algeria would fight from 1943.45.




the fact that this was a defeat on the same
scale as Slalingrad.

The final victory in Tunisia had cost the
Allies 75,000 casualties, but the Axis had
sulfered 300,000 casualties of whom 240,000
were prisoners. A few hundred soldiers had
escaped by air to Sicily, but huge quanlities
of military equipment were captured. At
Hamman Lif the British captured intact a
depot with 4.5 million litres (1.18 million
gallons) of fuel, and artillery and ammuni-
tion. In Bizerta the US 11 Corps seized a depot
with 12,190,000kg (12,000 tons) of military
stores and rations.

It was the end of the Afrikka Korps.

Alexander signalled Churchill: “We are
masters of the North African shore.”

The next move by the Allies seemed
obvious. An attack on Sicily, the mainland
territory ol the Fascist adversary. Churchill
urged it, describing Italy as “the soft under-
belly” of the Axis. In fact it would prove
remarkably tough and the fighting would
last from July 9, 1943 to May 2, 1945.
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Lerr: Following the surrender in
Tunisia, a British Military
Policeman checks the paybook
of an ltalian soldier from the
Bersaglieri with his distinctive
black cockerel insignia on his
sun helmet.

Betow: Generalleutnant Gustav
von Vaerst averts his head
from a photographer as senior
Afrika Korps officers are flown
in following the surrender in
May 1943. Von Vaerst took
over temporary command of
the Afrika Korps when General
der Panzertruppe Nehring was
wounded on August 31, 1942,
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THE SOFT UNDERBELLY

A violent battle is underway along the coast of eastern Italy where Italian
and German troops are vigorously combating enemy forces who have
landed there and are bravely withstanding their pressure. Enemy aerial
Jorces are active. Axis fighter planes have shot down 22 enemy aircrafl,

anti-aircraft guns 9.

Italian Forces High CommandSunday July 11, 1943

he weight of the defence of Italy fell wife that he thought that Kesselring had been

I on Lhe capable shoulders of Albert given the command because he had shown
Kesselring, a Luflwwaffe Field Marshal, more optimism about holding ltaly.

who became an able land commander.

Rommel had commented in a letter to his

Under Kesselring the Germans fought a
series of actions on defence lines across the
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Aeove: Operation Husky, the Anglo-American amphibious and airborne landings in Sicily in 1943,
Though the British 8th Army under General Montgomery was tasked with the capture of Messina, the US
7th Army under General Patton raced it to the port, reaching it on August 17,
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RecGIANE Re.2002 Ariere (Ram)

Y everting to a radial engine, Reggiane
delivered the Re2002 fo the ltalian Air

Force in 1942. Based in Sicily, equipping
one assault Stormo and two Gruppi, it
opposed the Allied landings in 1943. By
the time of the Armistice only 16 aircraft
were still flying. It was subsequently used in
small numbers by both the Aeronautica
Nazionale Repubblicana in the north and
the lialian Cobeligerent Air Force. The
Luftwaffe also used them in anti-partisan
operations in France in 1944.

Type:
Crew:
Power Plant:

Performance:

Weights:

Dimensions:

Armament:

Fighter

1

One 1,180hp Piaggic P.XIX RC 45
Turbine B

Maximum speed at 5,500m
(18,0451 530km/h [329mph)
Normal range 1,100km (684 miles)
Empty 2,390kg (5,269Ib)

Loaded 3,240kg (7,1431b)

Wing span 11m (36ft 1in]

Length 8.165m (26ft Qin)

Height 3.15m (10ft 4in)

two 12.7 Breda-SAFAT machine guns
in wings; max bomb load ?50kg
(2,0951b) or one torpedo under
fuselage plus 320kg (706lb) bombs

underwing.

LockHeep P-38F LIGHTNING
The radical twin railboom heavily armed
fighter entered service in August 1941. Its

first kill was a year later when an Iceland
based Lighining shot down a FW200 over
the Ailanfic. Two USAAF groups that had
arrived in Britain were fransferred to North
Africa as part of the 12th Air Force. They
saw action there and in Sicily and ltaly as
part of the 12th AF and later the 15th AF.

One captured aircraft, a P-38E, was evalu-

ated by the Lufiwaffe.

Type:
Crew:
Power Plant:

Performance:

Weights:

Dimensions:

Armament:
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Long-range fighter/fighter bomber
1

Two 1,250hp Allison V-1710-49/53

Maximum speed at 1,524m (5,000f)
558km/h (347 mph)

Maximum range 2,293km (1,425 miles)
Empty 6,169kg (13,6001b)

Maximum 9,070kg {20,0001b)

Wing span 15.85m (52ft)

Length 11.52m (37ft 10in}

Height 2.99m (9 10in)

One 20mm Hispano cannon, four .5in
Browning machine guns in nose; max

bomb load 907kg (2,0001k)
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orn in Marktsheft, Bavaria, on November

20, 1885, he was the child of a middle
class family. In 1904 he joined the Army as
a probationer in the 2nd Bavarian Foot
Artillery. In World War | Kesselring served on
the Western Front for two years and then
joined the artillery staff. In 1917 he was
appointed to the General Staff and posted to
a division on the Eastern Front. In 1918 he
held appointments on the Staff at Corps and
Army level under Prinz Rupprecht. In 1936
he was made chief of the General Staff of
the Luftwaffe. Under his command Luftflotte |
supported the Army in 1939 in Poland and
1940 in Flanders.

Kesselring was promoted Field Marshal in
1940 at the end of the campaign in France
and awarded the Ritterkreuz [Knight's Cross).
From December 1941 to March 1945
Kesselring was Oberbefehlshaber Siid (OB),
Commander-in-Chief South and Army Group
C, covering the Mediterranean and ltaly.

Kesselring's personal charm enabled him
to make friends with senior Italian
commanders and even Benito Mussolini as
well as the hard, driving commander of the
Afrika Korps, Erwin Rommel. However, when
the Luftwaffe Field Marshal urged caution as
Rommel pushed eastwards towards Cairo in
June 1942 he found himself under attack not
only from Hitler but also from Mussclini. On
October 23, 1944 Kesselring was severely
injured in a road accident. Following
successful brain surgery he took up his OB
South post again on January 15, 1945,
From March 25 to May 6, 1945 Kesselring
was responsible for combat operations in
western Germany, he introduced himself to
the staff of his demoralised HQ staff in
Germany with a broad grin and the words

" Fietd MARSHAL ALBERT KESSELRING

“Good morning gentlemen, | am the new
V3". His optimism in some tough and difficult
situations earned him the nickname “Smiling
Al”. On May 6, 1947 he was found guilty
for ordering the execution of 335 Italian
civilians as a reprisal for an attack by Italian
partisans and condemned to death. The
senfence was commuted fo life imprisonment
in October 1947 and he was pardoned and
released on October 23, 1952. He died in
Bad Nauheim on July 16, 1960.
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[talian peninsula. Hitler had ordered that a
line should be held south of Rome and on the
Guslav Line that incorporated the River
Garigliano, the Apennines and the monastery
of Monte Cassino. The Germans would hold
the Allies from January to May 1944.
Kesselring realised that the longer he
delayed the Allies south of Rome, the longer
he prevented USAAF and RAF bombers from
operaling from bases in Italy where they
could strike targets in Austria and southern
Germany. Work on the Gustav Line began as
soon as the Allies landed at Salerno and
Kesselring ordered his troops to conduct a
fighting withdrawal through the autumn.
An indicator of the weight of Allied
airpower that would be deployed in Italy

RigHT: US soldiers ready mules for loading
aboard landing craft for the landing in Sicily.
Though the US Army was completely mechanised,
mules were used fo carry ammunition and rations
in mountains.
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Aeove: Hitler and Mussolini watch as Jod|
displays maps with Keitel in the background.
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A USAAF Curtiss P-40 Warhawk flies over Mt

Etna on Sicily.

Operation
Avalanche, the
Allied landings
at Salerno, had
been contained
by German
forces. It was
Operations
Baytown and
Slapstick,
the

landings tothe
south, that
broke into lItaly.
Pushing north
through
Calabria, the
8th Army
reached the
Salerno
perimeter and
German forces
pulled back to
the formidable
Gothic Line

The superb North American P-51D Mustang that

provided long-range escorts for USAAF bombers.



