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THE PO VALLEX 
OPERATIONS OF 15TE ARMY GROUP I N  THE FINAL OFFENSIVE 

I N  ITALY, 1 4  APRIL - 2 MAI 1945 

INTRODU CTIOEJ 

On the 12th of February 1945, a report  on the  Big Three conference 

a t  Palta,  in the Crimea, was made public a t  the White House in Washington, 

t D. C. Among the other decisions made a t  the conference and publiciged a t  

this time, the following s ignif icant  statement on the  defeat of Germany 

foreshadowed what was i n  s tore  f o r  the German Armies pinned down a t  the time 

i n  Uorthern I t a l y  by the Allied forces: (1) *Be have considered and de- 

termined the mil i tary plans by the Three Allied Powers f o r  the f i n a l  defeat 

of the common eneq .  The mil i tary s t a f f s  of the Three Allied Nations have 

met in da i ly  meetings throughout the  conference. These meetings have been 

most sat isfactory from every point of view and have resulted i n  closer co- 

ordination of the mil i tary e f f o r t  of the Three Al l ies  than ever before. The 

f u l l e s t  information has been interchanged. The timing, scope and coordination 

of new and even more powerful blows t o  be launched by our d e s  and air forces 

i n t o  the  heart  of Germany from the east, west, north and south have been fu l ly  

agreed and planned i n  de t a i l .  

Our combined mil i tary plans w i l l  be made known only a s  we execute then, 

but we believe t h a t  the very close working partnership among the  three s t a f f s  

a t ta ined a t  this conference w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  shortening the  war." 

The final twenty-three days of operations "launched by our armies and 

a i r  forces i n t o  the n e w t  of Germanyn from the south, the Mediterranean theater, 

which resul ted in the complete destruction of the  Nazi qlitary forces in t h a t  

thea te r  i s  the subject matter with which this monograph deals. 

These operations by two armies, the  American F i f t h  and the Br i t i sh  Eighth 

both composed of men of many various nat ional  or igins  have been o f f i c i a l l y  de- 

signated a s  the Po Valley Campaign. T h i s  campaign was tne l a s t  of the se r i e s  

(1) A--pg. 109 
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of events that  had brought the U e d  Armies from Borth Africa across the 

Mediterranean and up the I ta l ian  Peninsula to the long vaunted Gothic line. 

A brief summary of these events follow. 

The German armies had been defeated i n  Borth Africa i n  the Spring of 

1943 by a combined force of American and British Troops and hos t i l i t i e s  

having ceased in that region, a base had been obtained from which to launch 

an invasion of the island of Sici ly and eventually, the I t a l i an  Peninsula. 

Thus, on 10 July 1943, combined American and British forces under General 

Dwight 8.  Eisenhower struck a t  the I t a l i an  rsaidland $r invading Sicily and 

thirty-eight days l a t e r  t h i s  phase of the "back door invasionm of EuPoya 

had ended with victory fo r  the U e s  and the ousting of the Itallan premier. 

The stage was thus s e t  fo r  the invasion of the I t a l i an  mainland. 

On 3 September 1945, British troops under General Bernard Law Montgomery 

landed on tile "toe of the bootn, while the American forces under General Mark 

W. Clark landed a t  Salarno. &ost inmediately the I ta l ians  surrendered. 

Vith their  surrender, the long bloody winter campaign against the German forces, 

who had no intention of giving up I t a ly  with i ts  resources i n  material, munitions 

and even manpower began. During th i s  period, the Allies captured the Port of 

Naples after  b i t t e r  fighting and established a beachhead a t  Anzio. The Americans 

were containing the Gertnans on the western end of the l ine  while the great 

ncross channeln invasion into France from &gland Was being planned by General 

Eisenhower who had been ordered to  London to consumate it i n  a directive issued 

t o  h i m  12 February 1944. (2) 

On U Pay 1344, the Allies launched an offensive against the German forces 

that  sent the Nazis reeling north and on 4 June, &me f e l l ,  followed two days 

l a t e r  by the long contemplated cross channel invasion into France. 

The sweep of Allied forces up the I ta l ian  boot had been Long and costly 

but unrelenting, when FaU ueather came and found the U e d  forces poised M 
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t o  str ike through the Gothic m e .  

In early September of 1944, a skillful withdrawal. was executed by the 

German Commander Field Marshall Albert Kesselring t o  place lzis forces on 

more suitable Wemsive terrain i n  the Borthern A p p d e s .  ( 5  Thus, 

the Fa l l  of 1944 found the German armies wholing upn i n  a strong defensive 

position. However, tne diff icult ies offered to 15th Army Group for pene- 

trat ing the position a t  this season of the year did not deter i t  from pm- 

ceeding with plans to  break through the Gothic Une and out in to  the Po 

Valley. Accordingly, from September t o  the first week in  irlovmber the 5th 

Amy, making the main effort  on its right,struck up the di f f icul t  Prato road 

and Highway 64, a direct front& attack from i t e  center line and right flank 

positions un t i l  i ts right flank rested on the plains of Bologna. 

In November, the mud and snow, inevitable i n  the winter i n  the Appennines, 

disrupted the Allied plans and our forces were compelled to  w a i t  for  better 

weather. 

During this period the I ta l lan w a ~  was reduced t o  active patrolling and 

a i r  interdiction. 

Both the tact ical  12t4 and the strategic 15th Air Forces were based tin 

Itsly. These two nnits dong with the British Royal Air Forces, components 

of the British dominions, unite from fiance, Yugoslavia, I taly,  Greece, Poland 

and Braail made up the Mediterranean U e d  Air Forces-The W. (4) 

Strategically, the primary nission of these forces was to destroy and keep de- 

stroyed the great o i l  production centers of Europe. T h i s  it accomplished with 

dispatch. But more important to the;PfWt slogging " doughboy were the constaut 

attacks on eneq  batt le  lines, on supply routes, and on shipping and harbors. 

A notable e m p l e  of this kind of support t o  the land armies was the successful 

interdiction, Brenner Pass. 

To maintain its armies i n  Italy the foe had need of the riches of the PO 
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Valley. To supply this need, he depended on two principal l ines  of commnication, 

--the benner Pass and the roads through Northeastern Italy. Qf these the 

Brenner Pass was nwst paramount. (5) The Brenner Peas is  a large natural de- 

f i l e  through the I ta l ian and Austrian JUBs extending for a distance of some 168 

miles from Verona, I t a ly  to Innsbruck, Austria. During this phase of the w a r ,  

this pass was the veritable l i f e  l ine  of the German araies. 

A s  the armies settled down to  nconstant patrolling* and limited offensives* 

it was decided to  reduce the air effort  immediately in front of the armies and 

.( throw the f u l l  weight of the effort  into a long range interdiction program to 

isola te  the Po Valley and prepare f o r  the f ina l  campaign i n  &he Sprisg,denying 

the eneasg use of the Breavler Pass. (6) On 6 Blovember 3944, there began Wpera- 

tion Bingo*, an *all out* effort  against the Pass, which kept it virtually im- ... L 

, > 

portant , - strategically. . 
During th i s  period of interdiction air superiority was uaintained with 

l i t t l e  effort. Y!his l i t t l e  discussed "Battle of the Brennern i s  one of the 

significant factors that  prepared the enemy for  the f ina l  knockout blow in the 

Spring. 

A% the t ine that "Operation Bingo" ini t iated the interdiction of the Brenner 

Pass, the 5th A r q ,  having punctured the Gothic l i ne  in  the center,stood with 

i t s  right flank on the l a s t  important ridge l ine  south of the Po river. There 

it rested and regrouped while the British 8th Army on the right of the 16th 

A m y  Group l ine  continued the offensive, rolling up the German eastern flank 

and assaulting the river l ines covering the Po. (7) 

In l a t e  December the enemy attacked through the Serehio river valley, 

making a i,Umust a t  the Port of ~ e ~ h o h  through the approximate center of the 

5th Army positions. This attack again disrupted the plans of the BLlied 

Supreme Commander to  continue the offensive. In addition to his difficul* 

the weather was steadiQ getting worse and shortages in certain types of 
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ammunition uas becoBling serious. It was decided t o  d w  continuing offensive 

operations un t i l  troops could b rested and regrouped and ammunition supplies 

could be increased. (8) T h i s  was a serious and not-easily-arrived-at deciaion 

inasmuch a s  there were indications t h a t  the enmy was plaaniag to build a re- 

doubt where he could make a stand for an indeterminate length of time in the 

Austrian and Bavarian Alps which, i f  wccessfu1,could prolong the w q r  indefinitely. 

General &ark W. Clark has pointed out% (9) * I t  was appreciated that  the Germans 

would hold the rich Italian Northland as  a apply  source for, and as  a buffer 

t o  such a redmbt as long as  possible, and that  rather than a t tmp t  a voluntary 

withdrawal to  positions behind the Po river and subsequently the Adige, the 

enemy would f ight  where he stood. If forced k withdraw, they would attempt 

t o  delay aua.essively on each river l ine  using floods and demolitions to  slow 

our a d ~ a n c e . ~  Obviously, the longer we delayed our advance againat the en- 

the better able he would be to res i s t  our advance and the more meaningful  that 
1 

resistance would be t o  his .  

The fighting did not become completely static. The enemy was not t o  be 

led t o  believe that  we were postponing our final punch. Moreover, there was 

plmty of peed for  preparatory operations. 

In December, the 10th Mountain Division-specialists i n  mountain operations 

had begun arriving in  I taly.  They could not have afrived a t  a better time. 

The memg had, for  sometias, been seriously menacing one of our few main supply 

routes, Bighwa~ 64, one of the two principal roads t o  Bologna, from positions 

on M t .  Belvedere to the northwest, which dominated it. Late i n  February, these 

troops attacked and captured this mountain peak. With this task completed, our 

forces had but t o  wait for  good weather t o  str ike the f ina l  blow agianst the 

l a a i  armies i n  Italy, for  which plant had already been carefully dram. 

It w i l l  be recalled by the reader that during the period just described, 

significant events were taking place on other fronts that were foreshadowing 
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t h e  inevitable collapse of Germany. On the long eastern front ,  the Bussians 

had made rapid gains all along the l i n e  from the Bal t ic  Sea on the north t o  

the  c i t y  of Vienna on the south. The great  Winter offensive had begun with 

a t e r r i f i c  "hub-to-hub" a r t i l l e r y  preparation on 12 January 1945. T h i s  offensive 

had swept unabated across East Prussia, Poland, deep in to  Czechoslovakia and 

across Hungary i n to  Austria. Budapest f e l l  on 1 5  February 1945. By the  end 

of February the Russians stood only 40 miles from Berlin. 

On the western f ront  the U e d  l i n e  ran generally along the  Rhine r iver .  

By the  end of winter, the U e s  had recovered completely from Rundstedt's 

offensive through the  Ardennes and they now awaited only firmer ground and 

be t t e r  weather. 

THE GEXERBL TOPOGRAPm OF NORTHERN I T A U  

Prom a s t ra teg ic  standpoint the land over which the Po Valley operation 

took place i s  unique. It i s  doubtful t h a t  the te r ra in  of this region can be 

reproduced i n  exact l ikeness anywhere e l se  in the world. (See Sketch No. 1 )  

lYorthern Italy, sometimes referred t o  a s  Continental I t a l y , i s  bounded 

by the Alps on the north and northwest which, i n  r ea l i t y ,  forms a continous 

chain with the  northern Appfnnines t h a t  dip in to  the Ligurian Sea t o  the west 

and southwest, and by the  Gulf of Venice t o  the east .  The great  plain inclosed 

by the mountains which is  the heart  of North Italy is  wider from eas t  t o  west 

than from north t o  south. This great  plain i s  commonly referred t o  a s  the Po 

Valley; it i s  drained principaily by t h a t  r iver ,  the  l a rges t  i n  I ta ly .  T h i s  

r i v e r  var ies  i n  width from 503 f e e t  at Turin to 4000 f e e t  a t  Zibello, extends 

through the en t i r e  valley from west t o  eas t  from a distance of 861 miles, and 

"in proportion t o  the modesty of i ts length, may be considered t o  have the 

grea tes t  volume of water of any r ive r  i n  the world" (10) 

The Plain which makes up the Po Valley and which i s  about 140 miles i n  width 

across i t s  widest area and 550 miles i n  length, is narrow i n  the  west where i t  

begins from the 

(10) 0--pg. 452 
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Maritime Alps which separates it from the extreme northwesternmost section of 

continental Italy, and France. It widens considerably,as it extends to  the 

southeast into broad f l a t  terrain that  ends a t  the Adriatic Sea on the south- 

eastern coast. On the north it i s  headed by the Swiss Alps t o  the west which 

separate8 it from Switzerland and the Dolodte Alps to  the east which separates 

it from Austria. On the northeast the Plain is  further separated from Pugoalavia 

by the Carnac and Julian Alps. Approldloateb om-third of the aoutherruuost 

borders of the plain are shut i n  by the Ligurian Appwines the extension of 

the Yaritiue Alps from France and Smiteerland and extends downward to the south 

along the Ligurian coast on the west through the pofC city of Genoa, gradually 

moving eastward and traversing the entire peninsula lengthwise. The other great 

r iver  in the plain is  the Adige and there are many smaller rivers and tributaries 

and numerous large lakes. 

In a strategic analysis of the Po Valley, Colonel Conrad H. Lanza writing 

i n  the Field Artillery Journal for  October 1945 ((11) s ta tes  as  foUowsr "The 

Po area i s  extremely fe r t i l e ,  densely cultivated, and thickly inhabited. A t  

the foot of the mountains near the French border, a t  the city of Torino (Turin), 

the elevation is  825 feet; a t  M i h o ,  it is  400 feet, then declines rapidly t o  

sIAghtly above sea level. T h i s  valley is  f u l l  of rivers, canals, and irrigation 

ditches which are natural antitank obstacles. Though there are no forests or 

woods, there are innumerable orchards, the vines going from tree t o  tree and 

fowing an impediment t o  cross-country movements. They also so limit the view 

that over large areas satisfactory PP's can not be found. Walls and hedges, 

with or  d thou t  adjacent ditches, border f ie lds  and orchards. To ride horseback 

thmmqh th i s  country requires constant jutaping. Rice f ie lds  are numerous and 

a t  aertain seasons are under water t o  form another uiilitary obstacle. 
' 

T h i s  territmry has alrrays been diff icul t  for  maneuvers. There are only 

a feu places where l&ge bodies of troops can be deployed. Consequently in 

(ll) H-pg. 749 
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the past two thousand years the battles fought i n  this area have centered 

around the same relatively few places where there was space t o  maneuver. They 

consist of a series of coaplicated and connected defiles. 

I I Southward from a l i n e  extending from Speaia on the Ligurian Sea to  Rimini 

on the Adriatic, Italy i s  a peninsula whose dominant feature i s  the Appenine 

Mountains. Blong this l ine  the Appennines cross Italy, neatly separating the 

valley of the Po from the peninsula. The mountains then extend down the penin- 

sula, the watershed being in  general between 30 and 40 gliles from the Adriatic 

and parallel thereto, and twice the distance froan the Tyrrhenian Sea. 

" Due to the closeness of the muntains t o  the Adriatic coast there are 

comparatively few c i t i e s  on this side of It-, and no important military 

objective8 except the ports." 

QRDm OF BATTLI$ 

April, 1945 

During the winter there had been changes in colm~ands and dispoSitions 

on both rsidds of the opposing forces, the m a t  notable of shich was the 

replacement of Field Marshall Albert Kesselring by General Heinrich von 

Victinhoff-Scheel as  Coamander of the dxis Forces. 

The Order of Battle was as  follow8 on 1 April 1945: (12) (See Sketch Eo. 2) 

The Allies 15th Amy Group consisting of the Aaerican 5th and British 8th 

was under the command of General Mark W. Clark. The 5th A r q ,  under Lieutenant 

~ene'ral Lucian K. Truscott Jr. occupied the l e f t  W of the U e d  front. The 

8th A ~ J ,  commded by Lieutenant General S i r  B. I. McCreery occupied the zkw 

half of the front. Disposed from l e f t  t o  r ight  beginning a t  the Ligurian 

coastal end of &he 5th Flank was the 92nd Division, the Brasilliaa Expedi- 

tionary Force, 10th Mountain Diviaion, 1st Armored Diviaion all of ~ h i c h  made 
k.. * ,& 

up the 4th Corps. Continuing to  r ight  was the 6th South African,Divisrion, the 

(12) @-pg. 11 (See also Sketch Blo. 2) 
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88th Division, the Legnano Gruppo, an I ta l ian organization roughly comparable 

t o  an American Brigade. The S ls t  Division, the 34th Division, which comprised 

the American 2nd Corps. BegLnhiLng on the 8th -1s l e f t  flank and continuing 

t o  the right was the 10th Indian Mvision, the Folgore Gruppo, another I ta l ian 
0- \ 

organization, organized into  the British 15th Corps; the Jeviah Brigade, #e 

Friul i  Gruppo W& comprising the 10th Corps; the 3rd Carpathian Division, 5th 

Kres Mvision made up the 2nd Polish Corps; the right flank of the 8th Army 

was held by the 5th Corps, composed from l e f t  to right of the End Blew Zealand 

Division, the 78th Division, 8th Indian Diviai*, the Cremona Gruppo (Italian) 

and the 56th Division. For the 5th w, the 85th Division was in  Army reserve, 

while the 8th Army held out the 6th Armored Division. 

On the enemy's side our forces faced the Genuan 14th Brnga in the l e f t  

half of our sector and the Tenth Arnrg in the right half. A s  our troops faced 

the eneay their forces were found to  be disposed from our l e f t  to right as  

follows: 148th Infantry Division, tne I U a  Mvision, 25End Infantry Mvision, 

334th Infantry Division, 114th Jaeger Division, 94th Infantry Division, 157th 

Mountain Division, 65th Infantry Division, 305th Infantry Mvision. These were 

organized into two corps the 51 Mountain Corps on the flank of the 14th Amy 

and the 14th Panzer Corps next i n  Line. In  the 14th Army Rt)serve was the 29th 

Grenadier Division. Bast of Bobgna the 1st Parachute Corps consisting of 1st 

Parachute Division, 278th Infantry Division, 4th Pafachute Division, and on the 

enemy's l e f t  flank, the 76th Panzer Corps consisting of the 26th Armored Mvision, 

98th Infantry Division, 362 Infantry Division and the 42nd Light Mvision. The 

90th Panzer Grenadier Mvision was in  Tenth A r q  Reserve. 

THE 15TH dBMP GBODP 
PLBH OF ATTACK 

Much had been written, discussed, and predicted concerning the possibility 

tha t  the llazis would establish a redoubt in the Austrian Ups where a t  the most, 

they could continue &he war for  years and, a t  the leaat, kmke f inal  victory for 

the U e s  incomplete and uncertain. 

General Clark, estiaated that  the enemy could do one of two things via: 

Il. 
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(15) a. 'Fight where he stood, and i f  forced to  withdraw, delay successively 

on each river line, using floods and demolitions to  slow our advance, or 

b. attempt a voluntary withdrawal to a position behind the Po and subsequently 

the Adige." He decided upon a plan that would nullify both of these capabilities, 

a plan designed to close with the enemy and destroy or capture him, or both. 

The front l ines  of the 15th grPOr Group in the Spring of 1945 extended 

froa Forte di Marme on the Ligurian coast eastward through the mountains to 

Lake Comacchio on the Adriatic Sea (14) (See Map No. 1) The 5th Armyi s Line 

extended to  Monte Grande, the 8th Arqrls l ine  extended southeasta astride the 

Si l larc  and Santemo rivers and thence northeast along the Seniols sou 

t o  Lake Commachio and the Adriatic Sea. (W)  
e 

The attack was to be divided into three phases. (Sketch No. 8) 

In phase 1, the 8th Army was to effect a crossirrg over the Santerno river 

and attack toward the town of Bastia and Budrio; the 5th was to  debouch 

into  the Po Valley with the secondary mission of either capturing or isolating 

Bologna. 

Phase 2--(16) provided for a breakthrough by either or both aruLies and 

an encirclement of mneny forces south of the Po river. The 8th Army was to 

break through the Argenta Gap and seize the Po crossings a t  Perrara and 

Bondeno, and if not successful i n  this, to  push on to Bologna. It mas expected 

t o  make contact with 5th A r q  Forces exploiting northeast h the corridor 

north of the Reno. A t  the same time a secondary 5th Brmy effor t  was to  be 

. made northward o? Ostiglia. (17) 

In Phase 3, the Po river was to  be crossed and exploitation made to the 

north to include the capture of Verona, followed by crossing of the Adige river 

and furtner exploitation. (18) 

It  must be borne in  mind that the plan envisag&continous operation rather 

than separate phases or any pauses between phases. (19) 
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Concurrent with these phases, there  was t o  be a separate and d i s t i n c t  

phase in another area--a diversionary a t tack  by the 92nd Division and 

attached un i t s  up tne Ligurian coast  towards kassa, and, i f  possible on 

toward La Spezia and beyond t o  Genova. (20) 

The plan also comtemplated dropping tne Br i t i sh  2nd Independent Parachute 

Brigade behind the enemy's Lines. However, this phase was l a t e r  cancelled. (21) 

The ten ta t ive  dates  s e t  f o r  these th rus t s  sere: f o r  preliminarg operations on 

the  eas t  coast 1-2 April; f o r  t he  diversionary at tack toward Bdassa on the 

Ligurian coast, 5 April; f o r  t he  8 th  Amy's thrust ,  9 April; f o r  the 5th Army's 

main attack,  a date t o  be decided l a t e r  by General Clark. (22) 

I n  looking a t  t ne  map (op c i t ,  Map No. 1) and considering t h i s  plan w i t h  

i t s  three phases and diversionary separate phase, one m s t  keep in mind the 

mission a s  s ta ted  before, the destruction of the  German forces.  These forces  

were no t  t o  be allowed t o  r e t r e a t  i n t o  Germany o r  t o  c h b  i n t o  t h e i r  suspected 

Austrian Alps redcubt. They were t o  be destroyed. 

THE 5TH dRMP PLAN 

The 5th  Army had received on 12  Februaq 1945, from 15th  Array Group, 

t h e  plaa a s  outl ined above i n  the form of a direct ive,  Operations Instruct ion 

No. 3 which s t a t ed  the objectives of the general  plan and outl ined the 

fundamental strategy. (23) 

On 24 Karch, Operations Instruction No. 4 was received by 5th Army 

Headquarters which s e t  fo r th  i n  greater  d e t a i l  t he  pa r t  t o  be played tqr both 

Armies. D-Day was announced a t  10  April. (This date was l a t e r  changed t o  

9 April).  5 t h  Army was designated i n  the  i n s t r g c t i o n s h  make the main attack.  

( 24) ("Operation Craftsmanw). (25) 

This plan provided fo r  5 th  Army t o  a t tack  with 2nd and 4th Corps abreast, 

main e f f o r t  i n i t i a l l y  up Highway 64 (see Yap No. 1) to c lear  the Se t t a  Creek 
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Valley and capture the Praduro road junction 15 miles north of Bergato. A 

secondary effort.,was to  be made along Highway 65, east of Highway 64 while 

4th Corps reduced the highground west of the road. After this, the leain 

effort  was t o  be concentrated astride Highway 65. (26) 

The plan included the diversionary thrust Ealong the Liguriap seacoast 

toward idassa--la Spenia-Genoa, mentioned before. 

Other features of the plan mere the same as  had been provided for i n  

the LBth Army Group directives mentioned before. 

From the book "19 days from the Appennines t o  the Alps' (27) an 

interesting passage analyzes the 5th Amy plan as  follows: "The approval 

of this plan, described here in brief outline, was reached only af ter  full 

examination and discussion of half a doaen plans which had been considered 

a t  one time or another during the Winter. The main question had been w h e h r  

the principal l i ne  of attack would be up Highway 65, the most direct route t o  

Bologna or up Highway 64 from the southwest. 

On Highwey 65 our forces were already within 12  miles of the city, 

while on Ughwq 64 they were 20 miles aww. Along 65 the terrain was more 

favorable and the road net, the best in the Army area, was capable of sapporting 

f ive diplsions. But it was on this approach to  Bologna and entrance to  the Po 

Valley that  the enemy hid constructed his strongest array of defenses. Bll 

winter he had ken working on thia defensive system, and a t  5th Amy Headquarters 

its character was w e l l  imown. Virtually every square yard of the area bristled 

with mines, ar t i l lery  emplacem&ts and all the other devices desised to  make 

a ground assault costly t o  the extreme. 

I '  The Highway 64 route, while longer, was less heavily fortified, offered 

the possibility of a close envelopment of Bologna from the northwest af ter  

our troops had descended from the mountains, and also might be exploited to  

supply five divisions. T h i s  road, which followed the course of the Reno 

r iver  was partially defiladed from the west over mch of the distance, and 

was the more protected of the two. On the other hand, it was coaslanded bg 
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a ridge W m i l -  long in possession of the enemy. T h i s  would have to  be 

cleared, as would Monte Sole to the east before the road could be used 

throughout it@ length. 
& L 

A close study of all the aspects of the sit&ion, including many 

which had been discarded almost imraediately, led to the conviction that a 

direct, massed attack straight down Highway 65 would be too costly i n  m e n  

and material, and would consume a considerable period of time. Consequently 

a l l  planning thereafter was restricted to operations in the area west of 

Highway 65 and izaediatelg west of 64. On the extreme l e f t  of this area 

there was a road net which led into Highway 9, the broad trans-peninsular 

route passing through Bologna, a t  points only f ive to s ix  miles west of the 

city." 

On 1 A p r i l  1945, 5th Amy's plan was complete. There were to  be three 

phase lines, Green, Brown, and Black for purposes of control. The main attack 

t o  be delivered by 4th Corps, spearheaded by the 10th Mountain Mvision on *he 

l e f t  west of Highway 64 and generally parallel t o  it, and the 1st Armored 

Division on the right along and t o  the l e f t  of that highway. The Green phase 

would be coapleted when the 10th Mountain Division had cleared the ridge which 

dominated Highway 64 and the 1st Armored Division had captured Monte Pero and 

the town of Vergato, and a t  that moment 2nd Corps would join the attack and 

Brown phase would begin. 4th Corps would operate i n  the Brown phase, both 

Corps would continue its attack to the northeast parallel to  Bighway 64. 2nd 

Corps with all divisions i n  line, t o  attack abreast of and on the right of 4th 

Corps. The 6th South Bf'rican would capture Monte Sole, the 88th t o  take 

Monterumici, the 91st to capture Monte Adwe and Pianoro on Highway 65 and 

the 34th Division t o  advance abreast of the other divisions but east of the 

highway. The I ta l ian organization Legnanc Gruppo was t o  a t b c k  on the extxeme 

r ight  flank and maintain contact with the 8th Amy. 
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Black phase involved a continued advance af ter  misaions mentioned above 

had been accomplished.- During th i s  phase, 2nd Corps would capture Praduro 

and continue the attack. The 85th Division which was to  follow a l o q  in 

close reserve during the first two phases, and pass through the 1st Armored 

Division sometime during this phase, exact time to  be dictated by the 

situation. 

During the Black phase, the 1st Armored Division and the 6th South 

African Armored Division was t o  be organiaed into a aobile reserve of 

armored units for  the purpose of striking i n t o  the Po V a l l e y  a t  the righk 

moment and encircling Bologna; th i s  to  be followed by the rapid advancing; 

of Task Forces of Infantry and Armor along main avenues of many retreating 

columns to seize Po crossing and cut escape routes. 

THE HGHTH A M X  PLAW 

I n  conformity with the general plan of the 15th Army Group the British 

8th  Brnly completed its plan in the last reek i n  March. It provided for  a 

drive straight to  the northwest tw$rj.de Highway lo .  9 (See Map Bo. 1) which 

traverses the Po Valley from northwest t o  southeast, and northward t o  the 

Po river. T h i s  would require reduction of enemy forces holding the Bdige 

r iver line, Binally Venice would be seized by the 56th D i v i s b n ,  while 

2nd Blew Zealand Division would attack toward Bol-a on the north cross the 

Idice river, the ~ e n o  river, and then head north across the Po, execute a 

turning movement to the right, attack t o  northeast artd effect a juncture w i t h  

Pugoslavian forces moving toward the north along the Adriatic Sea. 

Prel.iminary operations were planned prod* for  a coordinated initial 

attack of the British 5th Corps and the 2nd Polish Corpa against the enemy 

positions along the Senio river, and encirclement of Bologna. A t  the sane 

time an cu~phibious operation acfoss Lake Colslaachio would be lauhched to  eliminate 

enerq observation on,the 8th w r s  right flank froa the ground between Lake 

Comnachio and the Adriatic coast. 

16. 
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PRRLIM-IHARX 0~WIi9erS 

A p a d  of the preliminary operations was a sk i l l fu l  plan of deception 

i n  the 5th Amy sector that  contributed materially t o  the success of the 

i n i t i a l  attacks by insuring secrecy of real  plans end throwing the enemy 

completely offgaard as  to  the nature and locations of the maiu attacks. This 

plan is  described in the book, "19 Days Prom The Appennines To The Upsn as  

follows: (28) 

1 1  An elaborate program of deception w a s  worked out and put into effeot 

a s  a preliminary to the big push. 

I b T b i s  was desired primarily to  make the enemy believe that  the entire 

Corps, composed of the 85th, 88th, and a l l  suphorting units, was maving 

over to  join the 8th Brrrly for  a major push from the right while 4th Corps 

took over control of the entire 5th Amy area. Although most of the "movement" 

was simulated, some actual shi f ts  did take place. Forward elements of the 

88th were pulled back behind a screen of other 2nd Corps units, and Division 

Reconnaissance parties were sent to  Forli over in the 8th Army area. A dummy . 
2nd Corps c o m d  post was se t  up a t  Forli, and Army Headquarters stepped up 

i ts  U s o n  uith the British. Meanwhile 4th Corps se t  up a d q  connaad i n  

the 2nd Corps area. 
I ,  

For ten days before the 5th jwped off, certain units maintained 

radio silence, but the dunmy CP1a received dummy messages, the real  headquarters 

handling all their  communications by wire. Artillery batteries involved i n  the 

mythical aove went off the air, and f i red their  missions by telephone. And on 

9 April, before the 5th juped off, a smal l  group of operators from the 

85th Division opened a dummy radio net  in,8he 8th Amy sone, continuhg to  

operate it unt i l  2nd Corps actually had be& i t s  attack. 
t 

To nask the actual hour for  the opening of the attack, a twenty day pro- 

gram of steadily increasing ar t i l lery  f i r e  was substituted for  the customary 

preparatory barrage, with the ra te  of f i r e  accelerating over three periods. 
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I n  the execution of this, three hundred forty-two 105mm howitzers f i r e d  7840 

rounds the first f i v e  days, 19,152 rounds the second eight days and during the 

l a s t  seven days, 799,390 rounds. To conceQf the presence of heavy a r t i l l e r y  

reinforcements moved up during the early Spring, these guns were not permitted 

t o  par t ic ipa te  in the accelerated program. A s  guns moved t o  t h e i r  a t tack 

posit ions they remained s i l en t ,  while those remaining in the Winter defense 

posi t ions increased the i r  volume of f i re ."  

In the  4th Corps sector, the scneduled preliminary orerations i n  the form 

of a diversionary a t tack  along the Ligurian coast was effected 5 April. (See 

Map  NO^) A t  dawn the 442nd Nisei Re&iment climbed in to  the mountains overlooking 

Highway Xo. 1 i n  the  v i c in i ty  of Forte d i  Y a r m i ,  eas t  of the Coastal Pl&n and 

destroyed the enemy holding those positions. Later, the same day tne 370th 

Infantry attacked up the coast, followed by the 473rd, a converted an t i -a i rc raf t  

organisqtion. The immediate objectives were Yassa, the  Naval Base of La Spezia, 

and f i n a l l y  Genoa. These l a t t e r  two u n i t s  were attacking a s  attached uni t s  t o  

the  92nd Division, the 365th and 371st, the  two other odranic un i t s  of the 92nd 

having been previously removed t o  the r i g n t  of the 4th Corps sector on security 

missions. 

There was b i t t e r  f ight ing all the  day due principally t o  the well placed 

heavy a r t i l l e r y  pieces and mortars i n  the enemy posit ions i n  tUs sector  maJsing 

forward movement slow and tortuous. 

A t  the  end of the second day, the 44211d had secured Monte Cerrata and the 

coastal  Bdonte Belvedere (not the same a s  the one 10th M T I  had already captured). 

On the second day also,  the 473rd which had been passed through the 370th t o  

continue the a t tack  w a s  i n  s ight  of aassa. 

On the 9 April, the  Eighth attacked on the opposite end of the 15th drmy 

Group l i n e  with 5 th  Corps and Polish 2nd Corps spewheading, a f t e r  one of the most 

devastating a r t i l l e r y  preparations of the w a r  (29) and supported by medium and 

heavg bombers. (See Yap No ) Under the l i g h t  of a pale moon and powerful P 
searchl ights  beamed on the clouds, the two corps attacked abreast  
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the 5th on the right, north of Highway Ho. @ towards Bologna. They crossed 

the Senio river af ter  overconing b i t t e r  resistance. 

By the afternoon, 10 April, 0th Indian and 2nd Hew Zealand D i v i s i o n ,  the 

Lugo C a n a l  to  the right of the spearhead had been crossed and secured including 

the capture of a bridge Afore the Hazis could destroy it. 

mly, on the morning of 11 April, the 56th Division in conjunction w i t h  

no. 40 Commando on the extreme right flank of the l ine  crossed t i e  southern 

waters of Lake Commachio and the narrow s p i t  of land between it and the flood 

waters of the south and struck out for  Bastia, the so-called Argenta Gap, 

rerrara and points beyond. 

On the saae day that  the 56th struck across the floods t o  the north, the 

spearheading forces t o  the south began preparation on the friendly shoras t o  

breach the river. 

To the l e f t  on the flanks i n  the mountains, the 10th and 13th Corps began 

advancing from the mountains on the twelfth. 

On the night of the thirteenth, the 2nd Hew Zealand and 3rd Carpathian 

Divisions had been across the Banterno for several hours with tanks, foot 

troops, and engineering eqbipment. The 10th and 13th Corps had pushed ahead 

fo r  three miles, Mordano had been taken, and all troops of the Eighth Army were 

advancing steadily. 

By We afternoon of the thirteenth, on the Ligurian coastal end ofathe 

15th A r q  Group line, Massa, farrara, and the villages of Cragnana, Torano 

and Colonnata had fallen to the 92nd Mvision and attached troops, and steady 

progress toward La Spezia was being made from the Frigido river, five miles 

north of biassa. This put the American forces eleven miles from the Spezia 

Naval base as  of nightfall, 13 April. 

On this same day, an aunouncem~t was made a t  a 92nd Division Staff 

conference, that  the French troops paised all winter on the French I ta l ian 

L-. .< border to the normeet ,  i n  the Italian Alps had csoesed the border and uao 

19. 
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the  10th Mountain Division and the unit  struck a t  0945 w i t h  two Combat Teams. 

abfeast. (35) The units opposing thei r  immediate advance were the German 

94th Infantry Division and elements of the 334th Infantry Division. These 

divisions fiercely resisted the attacks of the two 10th ieountain Combat Teams 

and progress was slow f o r  the f i r s t  thirty-six hours. However, bg the morn- 

ing  of the seventeenth, the town of Tole and Monte Mosca, a high ridge l ine  

directly in the advance of the Division had been captured and the attack 

continued to  progress toward the northeast t o  Monte Vignola and Montepastore. 

By nightfall, Monte Yososco and San Prospero f e l l ,  and a t  th i s  precise moment 

the Division Commander made the decision t o  s tr ike due nofth. (36) 

A t  the same time that the 10th Mountain launched the offensive to the 

northeast, the 1st Armored Division which had been concentrating in  the 

vicinity of Rviola for  sometime prior to  D-Day attacked up Highway 64 on 

the west side of the road and on the r ight  flank of the 10th Mountain. Its 

mission was to  clear the Iiighway on into the Po Valley. AttaclsLng on the 

afternoon of 14 April, it had bg 17 April reduced enemy defenses in Vergato, 

Suzaano, and secured the Ugh peaks '6tbp Monte Peso. After fitult it moved 

northwest t o  support the attack on the high ground northwest of Venola on the 

seventeenth. (37) 

To the l e f t  of the 10th Mountain, the 1st Infantry Division of the 

Brazillian Expeditj,onary Force was re3ieved on its l e f t  flank by the 371st 

In fan tv  reinforced, on the same day that the 10th launched i t s  attack and 

relieved, i n  turn, the positions formerly held by the loth, with the mission 

of holding s defensive l ine  un t i l  given the order to  attack. It was to  follow 

up any enemy caught attempting to arithdraw along either the Zocca-Guiglia 

Baazano road or the route through Monte Ombraro and Zappolino. (38) On the 

fourteenth, the division attacked do seize illonteae, with a Battalion of 

Infantry, reinforced with tanks and tank destroyers, and the town along w i t h  
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several smaller towns and local i t ies  were captured. (39) 

On the afternoon 17 April, the 85th Division was relieved from Amy 

Reserve; it was assigned t o  the rel ief  of tne 1st Armored Division for  the 

continued clearing of the areas astride Highway 64. One of i ts regiments re- 

lieved the 1st Armored on the morning 18 April and l a t e r  i n  the day other 

elements of the division relieved certain elements of the 10th Mountain on 

its l e f t .  (40) 

@he 1 s t  b o r e d  was moved to positions behind the 10th Mountain astride 

i ts  main supply route. This was an bportant  tact ical  move that contemplated 

early debouchmaat into the Po Valley, where Armor could sweep up the South 

banks of the river and disorganize G e m  resistance and prepare the way for  

the Infantry Units pressing the enemy northward across the Po t o  prevent his 

escape into the Alps. 

On the night of 15 April, while all Units of the 4th Cons were pressing 

hard against, and confusing the memy with a secondary attack, and the enemy 

was engrossed with what he believed was the main attack driving up over the 

plains of the east from the British sector, &he a d  Corps delivered the 5th 

Amy's secondarg effort  on the right of the 4th Corps. This Corps contained 

dl of the 5th Amy's seasoned and battle-hardened veteran divisions, the 6th 

South African, the 88th, 34th, 9 l s t  and an I ta l ian fighting force, the Legnano 

Gruppo. 

A t  1030 hours, under searchlight illamination and preceded by an u n u w  

heavy ar t i l lery  and mortar barrage, the 6th South African and the 88th Divisions 

struck to the north, the 88th on the lef t ,  as  in the 4th Corps sector the 

opposing Genaan forces, wstly elements of the 157 Mountain Division and 305 

Infantry Division bitterly contested every aquare foot of ground. Despite the 

stubborn resistance however, and numerous well-defded mine fields, Mount Sole, 

a dominating peak east of Bighway 64 was captured in a short time and defended 

successfully against two counterattacks. The 86th was making slow progress 
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against  heavy machine gun f i r e  but the progress was steady and relent less .  

Five and one-half hours a f t e r  the initial at tack of the  a d  Corps, the 

Qlst and 34th Divisions launched t h e i r  offensives supported on the r i g h t  by 

the  Legnano Gruppo. 

The fall of Mount Sole t o  the South Africrans put the  enemy in a serious 

t a c t i c a l  predicament. He had but t o  l o se  tne two dominating peaks on the 

western s ide (not f a r  from Mount Sole) of Highway 65 and v i r tua l ly  all his 

best observation of the 5th A m q  main routes of supply wohld be gone, these 

two peaks were MonterurPici and Yonte Adone. These two peaks provided the  

enemy excellent observation over a vas t  area of the 2nd and 4th Corps f ron t  

l ines .  For months accurate a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  placed on a l l i e d  poaiktions in t h i s  

area had brought demoralizing resu l t s .  Whole t o m s  had been l i t t e r a l l y  "wiped 

off  the map". When the S la t  jumped off,  it l i t e r a l l y  ajumped off f o r  Mount 

Adoneu. It was an at tack i n  conjunction with that of the 88th on Monterumici. 

F3.y 18 April both summits had been reduced and secured. The 91st ra ised the 

American f l a g  over the peaks in jubi la t ion over the event. (a) 
By 20 April, all elements of the en t i r e  15th Army Group had ahzvanced 

t o  the point where it was possible t o  f o r e t e l l  the  end of the  struggle w i t h i n  

a short  time. (See Map BJo. 2) On this day the  U e s  could take i n t o  account 

these gains: The 10th Mountain Division had pushed its a t tack  re len t less ly  

through the  mountains fro= ridge t o  ridge u n t i l  it had taken PBonte Mosca, 

the last serious obstacle t o  debouchment i n t o  the  Po Valley. 

The 1st Armored Division had captured Monte Pero and Monte h d i c h i o  and 

were now poised f o r  the  thrust toward Bologna. 

The 88th Division had been shif ted t o  the  l e f t  of the 6th h t h  Africans 

and both divisions had attacked through the  Reno r ive r  valley and captured 

Biale, a town from whose church steeples,  Bologna could be seen t o  the north- 

east .  

The 91st was i n  the sector formerly occupied by the 88th, and the 34th 
.. 

had moved Chrough its sector d i rec t ly  south of Bologna close enough t o  the  

c i t y  "kr walk in at anytimen; it was a s t r ide  Highway 65, t h e  luain route into 
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Bologna from the south. 

On the preceding day, 19 April, both the B l s t  and the 6th South Africans 

crossed the Reno, southwest of Bologaa and th  85th seized the town of Casalecchio 

only a good walking distance into Bologna from the soatbaest. 

The 4th Corps had breached most of the enemy's organized 

all of his mine f ie lds  behind it. (42) 

The rapid rate with which the enemy was committing his reserves, in 

addition to the fac t  that each advancing unit  found i t s e l f  &ghting units be- 

low them on the terrain instead of above them as  had previously been the case, 

pointed to the fact  that  the enmy was on the brink of disaster. 

The 365th Infantrg was about to debouch into the Po Valley i n  iks  Wlvance 

astride Highway 12 towards the city of Blodena. 

Over i n  the Ligurian coastal sector t o  the l e f t  of the & effor t  of 

5th Amy, the 92nd Division was attacking La Spezia. In  the Serchio Valley 

the enemy was withdrawing with the S70th Infantry in rapid p ~ l r a u i t .  

On the eastern flank, the British 8th Amy was moving ahead with rapidity 

considering, as  has been pointed out before, the extreme diff icult ies of 

terrain in the heart of the Po Valley with it s intr icate canal system and 

marshes. The 2ud Polish Corps, astride Highway 9 was within sight of Bologna. 

By nightfall, 20 April, the few remaining German forces i n  Bologna were 

virtually invested by the converging 1st Armored, 10th Mountain, 85th, 88th, 

6th South African, 91st, 54th and BraziUlan 1st Divisions together with 

British forces coming up from the east. Before daylight, SatBrday, 2 1  April, 

Infantry troops of the 1Srd Infantry, of the 34th Mvision riding on tanks 

of the 152nd Tank Battallon enterad Bologna on Highway 65, the first Allied 

troops t o  se t  foot inside of the c i ty  af ter  the push 3 the city had commenceid. 

(43) 

With the f a l l  of Bologna, the balance was tipped in  favof of the Allied 

troops. From then on, the disintegration of the Nazi forces was rapid and 

continous. A veritable mad race then ensued with the enemy racing too l a t e  

too retreat across the Po and the U e s  racing to eacircle him. 

www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com



On 20 April, the  10th Mountain had raced rapidly north a f t e r  debouching 

i n t o  the Valley, and on 21 April i ts  leading elements crossed the  Panaro r iver .  

On 22 April, the  85th, 88th, 91st, 6 th  South African and 1st Armored Divisions 

crossed the Panaro. Modena f e l l  on t h i s  day t o  the  1 s t  Armored Division. 

Another notable f e a t  was accomplished on this day; the 88th captured a 

bridge a t  Camposanto i n t a c t  and crossed t o  the other s ide of the Panaro Unit. 

A t  the  time of the f a l l  of Bologna, the Br i t i sh  had forced the German 

troops t o  r e t r e a t  from the  so-called Argenta Gap. The Brit ish,  on any other 

t e r r a in  but this could have possibly quickly reduced the i r  immediate objective 

Fererra. One must bear i n  mind however, what has already been said concerning 

the  te r ra in  i n  the Po Valley, par t icular ly  i n  the southeastern portion. I k  

many, many canals, ditches, lakes and marshes makes i t  "accursedn te r ra in  

from a mil i tary standpoint. It handicaps both defender and attacker but, i n  

moving s i tuat ions it, of course, favors  the defender and is  a great  handicap 

t o  the attacking force. 

The week of 17 April t o  24 April was a decisive week f o r  the  Brit ish.  

With the  Po crossings within range of i t s  guns and the air forces dailg 

cu t t ing  the retreat ing German forces t o  pieces on both s ides  of the Po, 

i t  nevertheless had t o  f i g h t  b i t t e r l y  against  implacable enemy troopa i n  

i t a  e f fo r t s  t o  take Ferrara. (44) With the combined strength of the 8 th  

Indian Division, the 78th, and 6th Armored Divisions thrown against  the  

c i t y  the  German garrisons remained wuovable against repeated thrusts.  HOW- 

ever, on 24 April, with Bologna f a l l en  and the  Gerraans everywhere i n  re t rea t ,  

the  F e m a  garrison disintegrated completely, apparently because of the 

general collapse everywhere else.  

From 20 April on tilrough the next e ight  days, the collapse and dissolution 

of the German armies i n  northern Italy was so rapid and a t  the same time t o t a l l y  

without pattern that it was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  Commanders and S ta f f s  t o  determine 

locat ions and disposit ions of troops, both our o m  and enemy's. The German 

(44) j l cpg .  33 
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ntilitary situation had gone from lad t o  desperate to  hopeless i n  eight days. 

When Bologna f e l l  their  situation became desperate. It became hopeless 

on Sunday, 22 April, when the leading elements (Task Force Duff) of the 10th 

Mountain Division, reached the Po river a t  the town of San Benedetto Po. 

On 23 April, the 85th, €lath, and 91st Divisions crossed the Po and the 

next morning the 6th South African crossed. On th i s  same day, the 34th which 

had been attaobed to  4th Corps struck to the northwest astride Highway 9. 

Along with the 1st Armored Division, the 91st Reconnaissance Squadron and 

a few days la ter ,  the Branillian Expeditionary force, i t ' c u t  off and invested 

many German Divisions attempting t o  extricate themselves from their  pre'crtrious 

predicament i n  the mountains. 

The 34th pushed on, taking thousands of prisopers, and by 25 April had 

captured Parma, 60 miles northwest of Bologna. On 28 April, they captured 

Piacenza. 

The 1st Armored turned north from Modena on 25 April, and crossed the Po 

and on 26 April, was i n  process of mopping up Brescia. 

The 88th Division entered Verona, 25 April. 

The 10th Mountain moving north along Highway 62 captured V i l l a  Franca 

airf ield,  a luge aad strategically important Axis air base, buiLt before the I 
war by the Italians. 

On 26 April, the 85th Division noved north beyond Verona and crossed the 

l a s t  prepared defensive l ines  the Germans had in  the north, the Adige. The 

88th soon followed, cutting iiighwq ll, and moving on into the Alps. The 6th 

South Africans and 91st, breached the river l i ne  with l i t t l e  difficulty on 

27 April. 

Far t o  the west, the 92nd Division with its attached 473rd and 442nd 

Infantry regiments had fought all the way up the Ligurian coast to  Genoa and 

dth the help of partisans took the c i Q  by 28 April. 

m e  Onits of the 5th h y  were crossing the Po -and advmcing on a 

broad point toward the Adige l ine  and points beyond, the British were making 

preparations tc cross also. A s  stated before, the 5th Corps had pushed through, 
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Ferrara and was locked i n  a struggke with enemy forces west of Ferrara and soae 

elements were f ight ing pockets of res is tance south of the city,  on 24 April. 

The Br i t i sh  decided t o  take advantage of the 5 th  Corps "protective co%ern t o  

the west and cross the Po. Accordingly, on 25 April, the  Br i t i sh  s ta r ted  i t s  

crossings through the i r  6 th  Armored Divisionsf s bridgehead throsm' across t h a t  

morning. 13th Corps crossed on 25, 26, and 27 April. By 28 April, the  tulk 

of the 8 t h  Army had advanced from the Po and crossed the Adige on a broad 

f r o n t  taking many hundreds of towns and v i l lages  and capturing thousands of 

prisoners. 

The 43rd Gurkha Brigade seised Padua on 29 April. 

The 2nd New Zealandera captured Mestre on 29 April, and next day advanced 

i n t o  the ancient c i t y  of Venice. 

By 30 April, the 56th Division had entered Venice while the  6th Armored 

entered Odine the same day. 

By 1 m, the 2nd New Zealand Division had linked up with the forces of 

Marshall Tito of P,ugoslavia, whose forces had been advancing from the southwest. 

On the  5 th  Army f ront ,  by 1 May, the 1st Armored Division had reached Lake 

Como i n  the northwest a f t e r  having captured and cleared Mantua. 

The partisans had taken Yilano from the Germans without additional f i r e  

power from the 5 th  Army. 

With Genoa in 5 th  Army hands, and the 34th Division spread from Cremona 

t o  Piacenza, fur ther  resistance by German elementa in thd igur i an  region was 

senseless. 

A l l  the  important c i t i e s  and uany towns and v i l lages  i n  the valley, v i r tua l ly  

every s t ra teg ic  l o c a l i t y  was i n  Allied hands. Whole Divisions had been captured 

and all escape routes out of I t a l y  cut by, 2 May. There was no longer a front.  

Strategical ly  the w a r  i n  I t a l y  was over. 

In  the afternoon, 2 May, an Emissary of General Von Vietinghoff appeared 

before General Clark a t  Us Headquarters and addressed him thus: "General Clark, 
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a s  the Representative of the Genaan Commander-in-Chief, Southwest, I regort  

t o  you a s  the Commander of the 15th Amay Group f o r  your orders f o r  tne  surrendered 

German Land Forces. " 

The Po Valley Campaign was o f f i c i a l l y  st an end with these words. (45) 

ANALYSIS KiD CMTICISi 

In  analyzing t h i s  Campaign, the  stuaent will be struca with the speed with 

which, a f t e r  the m a i n  a t tack  was Launched, the Al l ies  were able t o  exploit  t he i r  

i n i t i a l  successes, bring about the collapse of enemy forces, and occupy the  

e n t i r e  Po V w  and end the w a r  i n  Italy i n  a matter of sixteen days i n  sp i t e  

of the f a c t  that the opposing fordea were approximately equal i n  t o t a l  effect ive 

combat power on the ground and i n  s p i t e  of the na tura l  defensive powers of the 

t e r r a in  of tne Po plain. 

The analysis w i l l  reveal t h a t  several  factors  woricing togetner, brought 

about tne downfall of tine German Ilrmies. 

Consider again the te r ra in  over which tine operations took place. As has 

been pointed out before, the te r ra in  of Uortnern I t a l y  i s  among some of the most 

d i f f i c u l t  i n  the world. 

The mountains and vaLleys and the few, narrow and d i f f i c u l t  roads i n  the 

Appennines presented great  disadvantages t o  the attacker and oonversely, great  

advantages t o  the.defender. Insthe Po plain i t s e l f ,  the  many r ivers ,  ditches, 

canals and laires plus the sparseness of vegetation and lack of Cover a lso should 

have and was expected t o  hasper the at tacker  and nu l l i fy  i t s  advantages i n  superior 

armor and araame nt.  

The All ies  depended on two main supply routes, Highways 84 and 65. These two 

highways were the only good ones capable of supplying the  All ies  without otner- 

wise resorting t o  long, circuitous and often tortuous routes. Botn of tnese 

nighways pass d i rec t ly  through Bologna a s  do most of the  other m a i n  a r t e r i a l  

highways of the Po Valley; Bologna was tnerfore the  s t ra teg ic  keypoint, the  

"sine qua nonw f o r  U e d  operations i n  the Po Vallwj .  When the  German garrison 

(45) F--pg. 42 
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withdrew from Bologna they v i r tua l ly  "opened the gatesR t o  the valley f o r  the 

All ies .  

In  Combat effectiveness, the opposing forces were approximately evenly 

matched. The immense f e r t i l i t y  of tne  Po plain sustained tne German Amies 

occupying it completely and they therefore were not def ic ient  i n  tne a b i l i t y  

t o  subsis t  f o r  an indef in i te  period i n  this area. 

I n  a r m s  and armament they could not  be said t o  be woefully def ic ient  even though 

Allied aviation had made re-supply extreinely d i f f i cu l t .  They nad used armnunition 

judiciously and wisely conserved the bulk of t h e i r  munitions supplies i n  places 

inaccessible t o  our a i r  forces. 

Their armies #ere not seriously immobilized by the i r  lack of o i l  aud gas 

and autoinotive par t s  because of the ava i lab i l i ty  of other modes of transports, 

mostly animal. 

It i s  apparent therefore, t h a t  other factors,  some s t ra tegic ,  others not  

s t r a t eg ic  in nature brought about tne final collapse of the enemy forces. 

These fac tors  were superior U e d  generalship, the collapse of enemy 

armies on other fronts,  a i r  superiority and cooperation, assistance rendered by 

I t a l i a n  partisans,  s t r a t eg ica l  and t a c t i c a l  e r rors  of the eneizy. 

When the Al l ies  attacked, i t  was only a f t e r  considering a11 of these facters.  

These factors,  considered from a s t ra teg ic  point of view, wide the plan of a t tack  

a de l ica te  and d i f f i c u l t  one t o  decide upon. The U e d  leaders had t o  take i n t o  

consideration three of these factors; Allied Air superiority and collapse of enemy 

armies on other f ron t s  and assistance t h a t  dould be expected from partisans.  

Considering these three factors,  the question then was the f e a s i b i l i t y  of attacking 

a t  all. 

On the one hand there was the f a c t  t ha t  the Russian armies were rapidly closing 

i n  on the German Fatherland from the eas t  while the Ai l ies  i n  the west aere making 

good progress from the opposite side of the continent. The bulk of a l l  the German 

armies i n  Europe and the homelaud i t s e l f  was about t o  be coapressed by t h i s  giant  
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pincers movement. The German Armies i n  Italy, i n  time, might see t h e i r  s i tuat ion 

a s  hopeless and then surrender e i ther  piecemeal, o r  a s  a whole. 

The second fac tor  t h a t  had t o  be considered was tne e f f i c i en t  performance 

of our air forces, already related. Overwheluiing a i r  sugeriority nad r e s t r i c t ed  

k U s d  movement kept communications disrupted and remained a constant t a c t i c a l  

t n rea t  with no opposition. It might conceivably keep tne enemy in check u n t i l  

t h e  final collapse of the European Armies made surrender i n  I t a l y  mandatory. 

Theze zas on@ good reason wny it  was necessaly t o  attack: The enemy nad 

t o  be destroyed. It was pointed out previously t h a t  there  was much speculation 

a t  the time concerning the probabidty t h a t  the  German Armies i n  Europe would 

never formally surrender but instead r e t i r e  t o  t h e i r  "national redoubtw and 

continue tne struggle. It w i l l  be recal led t h a t  General Eisenhower had of f ic i -  

a l l y  reported this a s  his bellef t o  the War Department. Most of the great  

mil i tary thinkers of the U e d  world had advanced this theory a s  the way the 

war would "end". One of America's most exinent and respected mil i tary analysts, 

Y r .  tianson Baldwin ref lected this point of view in  the Mew Pork Times f o r  Sun- 

day, 1 April 1945: "A c i t ade l  gradually, perhaps rapidly, contracting in s i ze  

seems t o  be indicated. The f i n a l  bastion---if the U e d  estimates of German 

plans a re  correct---would include the Alpine regions i n  Germany, Italy, and 

Austria---an area of mountains, lakes  and r ive r s  about 280 miles long and 100 

miles wide, o r  somewhat la rger  thm Switzerland. 

Thus, the  a t tack was made i n  great  mass, and w i t h  enough speed t o  prevent 

r e t r e a t  and destroy en- forces a t  the same time. 

The skill of W i e d  generalship i n  achieving secrecy and surprise i n  the 

planning stages was demonstrated i n  t h i s  Campaign. In  the mountainous t e r r a in  

with l imited passes and roads i n t o  the enemy's l i n e s  the desired secrecy was 

not  too d i f f i c u l t  t o  maintain. But where Allied authoqities showed s k i l l  and 

cleverness was the plan of deception tney organized and carried out by which 

they were able t o  make the e n e q  believe that the en t i r e  2nd Corps was being 

inoved t o  join the Eighth Anqy thus leading the  enemy t o  expect the main at tack 
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from that sector, the most log ica l  place, from the standpoint of te r ra in  and 

t ac t i c s .  Manifestly the success of such a plan required s k i l l f u l  staff and 

l o g i s t i c a l  planning. 

The enemy had shown extrerne sens i t iv i ty  on the Ligurian coastal  f lanks 

during the Ainter operations undoubtedly due t o  the f a c t  t ha t  he could not  

discount a s  an Allied capabili ty a combined arinor and Infantry thrus t  up the 

west coastal  plain coupled with an amphibious landing i n  his rear  i n  the v i c in i ty  

of S e s t r i  and Genova where there a re  excellent landing beaches &Lnd.frora which 

points  a t h rus t  across the  mountains which are  not  too d i f f i z u l t  i n  t h i s  area, 

and down through the Po Valley from the west.. T h i s  was a perfectly possible and 

plausible  capability, expeciallg a t  t h i s  season of the year. Therefore, i n  plan- 

ning the diversionary a t tack  on the Ligurian coast t o  precede the  main thrust ,  

the  enemy was deceived and confused a s  t o  the poss ib i l i ty  of expecting at tack 

from t h a t  sector.  

Thus Allied generalship demonstrated i ts superior skill by creating the  

following situation: The diversionary at tack on the s e s t  coast was launched first 

on 5 A $ r i l .  Tne enemy could then estimate t h a t  this was e i ther  the main at tack 

or ,  what was more l ike ly ,  a d e c e ~ t i v e  a t tack  t o  draw forces away from the Eastern 

f lank  from where the main a t tack  would actual ly  come. A t  the  same time he could 

not  f u l l y  discount the poss ib l i l i t y  mentioned before so he could not withdraw 

troops from this area. The Eighth Army was then pushed i n t o  w h a t  looked l iw the 

main at tack four days l a t e r ,  preceded by heavy air bombasldipent and s t r d i n g  and 

the  character is t ic  heavy a r t i l l e r y  preparation f i r e s .  It had all the earmarks 

of a typ ica l  Allied main attack. %hen the main actack was pushed forward the 

enemy could not even discern it a s  such and continued t o  marre his best  e f f o r t  a t  

opposing the Eighth Army. When the F i f t n  Army debouched i n t o  the Po Valley, the 

enemy was surprised. The main a t tack  completed the of geeat mass, so 

s k i l l f u l l y  concentrated t h a t  the enemy could not discern it u n t i l  too l a t e .  When 
. . . . 

he realized what was happening, the  combined might of two armies in s k i l l f u l  
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and complete coordination of a3.l the  Air forces in I t a l y  was ostensibly being 

concentrated on Bologna. Before t h i s  mass, the  enemy hast i ly  withdrew and, i n  

doing so made a f a t a l  mistake. A s  heavily f o r t i f i e d  a s  it was Bologna could 

have been held by the  same type of f ana t i ca l  troops tha t  had previously blindly 

followed the Fuehrer's orders and i n  so doing could have caused serious delay 

and confusion t o  the Allied forces. Had the enemy forces held, as  tne Ailied 

forces had done a t  Bastogne, f o r  example, they might have prevented the d isas te r  

t h a t  was t o  follow. 

Once Bologna h.+d fa l len ,  the Allied Divisions fanned cu t  over the valley 

on w h a t  was probably tne most rapid exploitation since the Fall of France. 

From the day of the eall of Bologna, on u n t i l  the final. surrender, this exploitation 

increased i n  momentum with such rapidi ty  t h a t  v i r tua l ly  all enemy communications 

were cut  and whole divisions disintegrated in a matter of days. Before the enemy 

could recover from the shock of this momentum the All ies  were across the Po r ive r  

and the enem$'s s i tuat ion aas hopeless. He then began surrendering i n  droves. 

The a c t i v i t i e s  of the Partisans throughout the Campaign, especially i n  all 

the  big c i t i e s  ass i s ted  t o  a great  degree the  rapid advance of the Allied columns. 

The Partisans were I t a l i a n  Pa t r io t s  who were unsympathetic toward the  Germans, 

and who favored instead the cause of tne  U e s .  They had been working i n  great  

numbers throughout the %inter  supplying valuable intel l igence information and 

doing sabotage work behind the  enemy's l ines .  When the Spring offensive was 

launched tnese Partisans, under the Allied direct ion struck in most of the 

pr incipal  c i t i e s  and prevented tne enemy from offering any kind of serious 

resistance.  In  many cases, Milan and Genoa for  example, %hey n q t u r e d  garrisons 

and took over the c i t i e s  with no additional f i r e  power support from U e d  troops. 

C0NCLUS10bTS 

The enemy made four grave e r rors  i n  t n i s  Campaign that helped bring about 

his disastrous collapse. (1) I n  not holding Bologna a t  all costs, with suicide 

garrisons i f  necessary, and denying the All ies  unhampered main supply routes. 

(2) In  not withdrawing h i s  armies across the Po and suf f ic ien t ly  i n  rear  t o  
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reorganize his forces without interruption by the U e s ,  once he understood 

t h e  Allied intentions.  (3)  In  depending on the natural  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of 

maneuvering i n  the Po Valley t o  a id  h i m  i n  repell ing the Al l ies  attack. 

(4) In  doing what the All ies  wanted him t o  do, stand and r e s i s t  t he i r  advance 

tnus allowing the breakthrough a t  a most unexpected point and consequent en- 

circlement and destruction. 

The Allied at tack was characterized by superior generalship, clever deception, 

skillful concentration of mass and rapid mobility. Very l i t t l e  can be found t h a t  

deserves cr i t ic ism of an adverse nature. 

LESSONS LEARNH) 

The following are  some of the lessons learned from t h i s  Campaign: 

1. Nothing is so important t o  the success of a campaign than superior 

leadership. 

2. The s t a f f s  of higher echelons of command must be able t o  foresee 

ever$ W n g  and anything the enemy might do and be prepared wi th  

prearranged plans t o  exploit  any successes gained over h i m .  

3. Skill i n  combining and applying the principles of mass, mobility, 

an maneuver i s  an indispensable quaLity of leadership i n  offensive 

operations. 

4. I n  sp i t e  of the refinements and technological advancment i n  modern 

war, the element of surprise s t i l l  saves l ives ,  shortens wars and 
------.-...-. . ..... - -a* ,...,,~..,* ~ . - , . ,. 

achieves decisive resul ts .  
. . " , ,  r l  

5. When a te r ra in  feature i s  being held by a defender t h a t  i s  indispens- *. ~*-.-~.-*. , *" .,.*.. \..,..*.,-\- , . . 
_ _ _ _ _ _ U I  

able t o  the  success of an attacking force, the t e r r a in  feature should 
-.<*.--.---..--".-.- ,."-..'*~....-#--., * -,\.>*.,,... ,. , , .. . ,. a"% . ., 

be held a t  all costs. 
*< - > w . .  

_y-w----- 

6. When circmstances favor increase i n  the momentum of an offensive 

operation, i f  every e f f o r t  and every sacr i f ice  necessary i s  made t o  

increase it more decisive r e su l t s  w i l l  be obtained. 

7. Radio is  a inost effect ive device i n  effecting a plan of deception of - * , _ - - ~ " . . I I - ~ - Y ~ ~ . ~ ~ . - ~ . ^ I ' . - ~ Y Y I W I . - ~ U " . ( .  " ,,, , v ,  ...,-*, 

enemy forces. 
. .,:gcr.)nu.rm.*̂  33. 
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8. A wise comraander i n  modern war w i l l  not consider any t e r ra in  impassable 
-..-*Urrrr--.-. -,--,.---,-*+%* w*.s;,-e -.<-,,*- ,. 

.< : .  
or  even d i f f i cu l t .  
..u;..*3*..~.,a... .*u,~,.*. . . 

9. When retrograde movements a r e  necessary a force should always witndraw 
__.____l_(l,r .I,.,,. . .  *^ .-..+ - ..I...11. --.- l_ 4W.~ . , " ,  - . < . ,  * .  

suff ic ient ly  t o  the rear  t o  prevent interruption by the attacking 
.. - :. . _ _ . ..- . , ,..,.*. , , , . "  

forces, while reorganizing. .I-----.-% ."< .. 

Sympathetic c iv i l ian  populations a re  a valuable source of intel l igence _,. .^,* ^_. -...l_>....i_ 
--^.."-rl~.~._i~ vvn,-,.*. ' .~ - .e.%.* , . . . 

and assistance t o  attacking forces when the i r  sympathy and friendship 
-----s.- 

i s  encouraged. 

U. The most essent ia l  requirements 0 f . a  successful s t ra teg ic  plan a re  

simplicity, correct estimates of energ capabili t ies,  and proper pre- 

parations f o r  immediate exploitation of successes. 

www.MtMestas.comwww.MtMestas.com




