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Trieste: An I6storical Perspecti'Ve
of the TRUST Command

This document was compiled to provide for the "TRUST Troopers" who served in the Free
Territory of Trieste during the late 19405 and early 19508 a record of the events that occurred
during their stay.

While TRUST was one of the more choice commands in the United States Army at the
beginning of the Cold War, it was not a quiet backwater. Constant training, closely supervised by
battle-forged NCOs. hammered the replacement troops into a highly motivated. efficient combat­
ready force. Without a doubt the men of TRUST were prepared for anything that was likely to
come aIong--from repelling armed incursion from the East, to queJling civilian uprising. to coping
with booby traps and the occasional sniper, to parading in rigidly starched uniforms and glistening
brass and spit-shined combat boots to awe the visiting Congressman (including one from
California, a young Richard M. Nixon) or Senator on a junket. These men were living, breathing
recruiting posters showing what a United States soldier should be.

Service in TRUST was unique among all of the U.S. Commands. It was formed as the
first of the United Nations police operations. designed to keep Italy and Yugoslavia from militarily
occupying the coveted port city ofTrieste. while the politicians stumbled into a peaceful solution to
a particularly thorny problem. TRUST existed before the Berlin airlift, before China became a
Communist country, when Israel was still Palestine, when England still ruled Egypt It was under
the auspices of the UN Sectoity Council, selVing under a British Major General military governor.
that the SOOO men of TRUST, along with an equal number of British troops. were to protect the
newly created Free Territory of Trieste. Officially formed on May 1, 1947 out of elements of the
88th Infantry Division, they selVed until October 26. 1954. when the zone to which they were
assigned was given over to Italy.

Backs to the sea, cut off from effective help from other U.S. Commands. and facing the
guns of the Communist East, they anchored the southern end of the NATO line on at an historic
invasion route. These SOOO were the cork in the bottle. keeping the peace in a not-so-peaceful
time.

I am proud to have been one of those TRUST Troopers.

Charles D. Nobles. former sergeant
Tank Company-351st Infantry Regiment



• Taken from the Soldiers Knowledge Sheet dated February 1953

I. HISTORY OF TRUST

By the ter.ms of the Italian Peace Treaty which came into force on 15
September 1947, a Governor was to have assume office at the earliest possible
moment. pending assumption of office by the Governor, the Free Territory of
Trieste was to continue to be administered by the Allied Military Government
has remained in the Free Territory of Trieste to fill the gap left by the non­
implementation of the Italian Peace Treaty by the United Nations.

To support the policies of the Allied Military Government, the united
States in February 1947 organized a force of S,OOO men from elements of the
88th Infantry Division then present in the area on security duty. The force
was designated Trieste United States Troops or TRUST as it is better known.
In the spring of 1947 headquarters TRUST moved to Miramare Castle and TRUST
became the representative of the united States in the Free Territory, which it
is today.

II. MISSION OP TRUST

The mission of TRUST is to maintain order in the Free Territory of
Trieste and to support the policies of the Allied Military Government until
such time as the Governor is appointed by the United Nations and sees fit to
dismiss the force.

• III. ORGANIZATION OF ALLIED FORCES

Headquarters British and American Forces is responsible for the
supervision AMG Allied Military Government, BBTFOR (British Element Trieste
Force) and TRUST (Trieste United States Troops).

IV• ORGANlZATIO~ OF TRUST

Headquarters TRUST in the downtown area is the center of activities for
the Special Units. In the Banne, and Opicina areas are the 1st and 2nd
Battalions of the 3S1st Infantry Regiment while the 3rd Battalion of the
Regiment is located in downtown Trieste. Under the special units the
following are located separately for the infantry; Headquarters Company TRUST
Headquarters TRUST, 88th Recon, 281st Military Police Company, 7100 AMG, 17th
CIC, 98th Army Band, S08th Signal, S17th and 7106 Engineers, 23rd Ordinance,
23rd Quartermaster, and the 7th Station Bospital.

XIII. LOCATION OP ALLIED TROOPS IN THE P T T

•
Downtown Trieste

Banne

All Special Units, 3rd Battalion of 3S1st Infantry
also Allied Military Government Bqs, BETFOR Bqs, 24th
Brigade Bqs, 1st Bn North Straffordshire Regiment, the
Loyal Regiment.

S17th Engineer Combat Company, 2nd Battalion of 3S1st
Infantry, Tank Company
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• Opicina

Miramare

Sistiana

Duino

1st Battalion of 351st Infantry, Regimental
Headquarters of 351st Infantry

Headquarters TROST

TROST NCO Academy, TROST Replacement Center

88th Recon Company, Commander of all Allied Forces

INFORMATION ON THE FTT

I

1. The Free Territory of Trieste is divided into Zone "'An and Zone "'Bn.

2. The American and British Forces occupy Zone "'An and Zone "'Bn.

3. The border of Zone "'An facing Yugoslavia is clearly marked with black and
white concrete imbedded markers. The markers are 6 feet high and 5 inches in
diameter and are about 50 yards apart, depending on the terrain. In the
vicinity of roadblocks where the border crosses principal roads, the markers
are red and white. The border of Zone "'An is still marked by angle-irons,
rocks, and stumps painted yellow.

4. Roadblocks on main roads are manned by outposts consisting of VG Police
and American and British Troops.

5. There are 16 outposts along the border of Zone "'An.

6. outpost 1 (between Duino and Monfalcone) through OUtpost 6 are manned by
OS troops an VG Police.

7. outpost 3 through OUtpost 16 (between Lazzaretto and Capodisuia) are
manned by British troops and VG Police.

8. outposts 1 and 2 are the only ones authorized for use by American Forces.
OUtpost 1 is normally the only one used of the two posts.

9. An exit pass or leave papers and ID card are required for personnel when
crossing the border into Italy and all military personnel and'civilian must
have their passports in their possession.

10. VG Police are authorized to stop and inspect all Allied Personnel and to
refuse to pass anyone without proper papers.

11. No American personnel are authorized to cross either water or land
boundaries of Zone "'An without specific written permission and violation of
this order is a Courts Martial offense.

12. There are buoys and triangular markers at the south end of Zone NAn near
outpost 16 marking the water boundary between Zone "'A" and Zone "'B".
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Tito Resents British Grip on Trieste
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Italian Troops to Face Yugoslavs on New Line
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Free Territory of Trieste
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Trieste – Choose Your Partner
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Allied Trieste Troops Keep Calm Despite Threats of Trouble
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