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'THE FIPST VOLTURNC RIVER CEOSSIKG; 7 OCTOBER - 15 OCTOBER 1943
(ITAPLES- FOGGIA CAVPAIGN) '
(GENERAL SUBJECT)
(INTRODUCTION) |

On 9 September 1943 the Fiéth Army, consisting of the
American V1 Cerps and British 10 Corps, commanded by Lt. General
Mark W. Clark landed on the heaches of Salerno. Deépite determined
resistance from the Germans they broke out of the beachhead and
dfove north and then northwest upn the peniﬁsula of Italy headed
in the general direction of Rome. Once the landing at Salerno
had been consolidated it becaﬁe evident that the enemy.was committed
to delaying action only and could not be engaged in any decisive
tattle. (See Map A) (1) He emrloyed mines and booby traps, he
blew bridges and wrecked roads, &e set ambushes and sometimes
engagéd in small unit action but everywhere he continued an order-
ly withdrawal. (2) Even the great vort of [fanles fell to the
advancing 10 Corps wilthout obpositioéﬂ By 7 October 1943, the
Fifth Army,with British 10 Corps on the left and American vl
Corps on ﬁhe right had nossession of the south bank of the Vol-
turno River from its mouth at Castel Volturno to the junction
of the Volturno and Calore llivers. (See Mar T) (3)

In a somewhat similiar action the Iritish Eighth Army had
landed on the toe and heel of 'the boot of the Italian peninsula
and had driven up to link up with the Fifth Army on a line run-
ning from tﬁe mouth of the Volturno along the south tank to the
junction of the Volturno and Calore Rivers, and then east and
north to the Adriatic Sea.- (See-Hap-A) (4) Fifth and Eighth
Armies were mart of 15th Army Group, commanded by General Sir
Earold R. L. Alexander; Thelr movement up Italy wag therefore
coordinated by 15th Army Group. (5)

(1) A-1, p.1,5; (2) &-1, p.5 (3)4-2, p.10 (4) A-1, p.1 (5)A-1, p.10,11
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THE GII'BRAL STITUATICH

Drawn un along the south bank.of the'Voltufno, the Fifth
Army was reacy to enter the second stage of the Italian Campaign.
The first, of course, was the landing at Salerno. The second was
to cross the defended river and to push into {he mountains toward
Rome. The enemy was definitely on the defensive but he was
certainly not beaten. (6) It seemed likely that he would use -
the natural ‘rarrier of the Volturno to gain delay so that he
could prewnare his "winter 1ine"f¥MT7) Already he had blown or
destroyed all tridges across the Volturno. He knew where the
Fifth Army would likely try fto make their crossing and had his
guns zeroed in to stop them. (8)

Onposing theAFifth army at the Volturno crossing were the
15th Panzer Crenadier Division, the Hermenn Goering Panzer Di-
vision, the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division, and eleﬁents of the
26th Panzer Division. All of these units were nart of the Ger-
man Tenth Army commanded by Field Marshal Albert Kesselring,
There were, in addition, on the Eighth Army front three other
divisions znd other elements of the:26th Panzer Division. Tt
was believed that in Rome snd Northern Italy there were 16 other
divigions. These took no nart in the Volturno tattle, however.
The Pifth Army had a definite azdvantare in size of its force
but helping to erase some of this advantage were weather, terrain
and long supply lines. (9) (See an E)

The American V1 Corns congisted of {ive American Divisions.
Only two of these actually marticinated in this crossing of the
Volturno. These two were the 3rd Division and the 34th Division.
The 82nd Airborne Division was garrisoning Fanles. The 36th
Division was in Army Reserve. The 45th Division was on the

(6) A-5, p.47 (7) A-2, p.6 (&) A-2, p.25 (9) &-1, p.7

&
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rizht flank of V1 Corps in contact with Eritish Bighth Army.
The Y45th Division did rot actually take part in the crossing of
the Volturno at this time. The Eritish 10 Corps consisted of
the 46th Division, 7th Armoured Division and the 56th Division.
These 3 divisions took part in the operation. All Fifth Army
divisions were veterans of preViouS fighting. (10)

The vpoor road system combined with heavy raihfall and heavy
traffic added to the rrotlems of Fifth Army. Supnly wss extreme-
1y difficult. The vort at Iaples was almost completely destroy-
ed¢ when captured andﬁralthough strenuous efforts were made to
renair the facilities%ythere was great need for more adequate
nort facilities. IMountalnous country, theft by civilians, and
loss by enemy action added to the difficulty. Sufficient warm
clothes were not available to troons. Some units had not re-
ceived their barracks bags which were left in Siecily. (11)

Possibtly the most important factor affecting the action
at the‘Volturno crossing was terrain. The Volturno Ziver with
1ts headwaters in the mountains to the north flows south until
it joins the Calore River. Then it Tlows west through the
mountains at Triflisco Can and across the plains until it reaches
the Tvrrhenian Sea. {See Map C) The Volturno River in fhe V1
Corps area averages atout 175 feet in width and 3 to 6 feet in
depth. There is a river valley with hills rising out of it.

The banks of the river rise 5 to 6 feet atove it. Recenf rains
had caused a rise in water and had made the current swift. In
the 10 Corns zone the Volturno averares about 225'feet in width
and 6 feet in depth. The Lanks rise 12 to 20 feet above the
water. In this area there are 2lso levees which gave the Ger-
mens wrotection from flat trajectory fire. There are also a

(10) A-1, p. 10 (11) &-1, p.65; A=2, p. 12



sefies of canals running parallei to the_Volturnd on both sides
in this area wvhich limited the use of armor sreatly and made an
attack with an armored swnearhead almost impossible., The eneny
had excellent observation of the 10 Corps zone fron Mt. Massico,
while the 10 Corps had no decent observation except from lMt.
Tarita in the zone of the V1 Corns. In short the V1 Corps zone
was filled with rough mountains leading down to a narrow river
valley vhile the 10 Corps srea flat plain cut by the river and

mari-made canals. (See Map B) (12)

FIFTE ARMY PLAN OF ATTACK

On7 October 1943 éeneral Clark issued his order for the
Volturno River crossing. Fe directed the V1 Corps to cross in
the vieinity of Triflisco Gap with one division on the night
of ©=10 October and canture the high ground northwest Ifrom
Triflisco. The 10 Corps was to cross in 1ts zone the night of
10-11 October and cavnbure the high ground around Mt. Masslco.
(13) (See lap C)

V1l Corns commander; Major General John Lucas decided that
two divisions would be needed to continue the attack after cross-.
ihg the river and asked vermissicn to attack with two divisions.
This réquest was granted. Major General Tucas then ordered the
3L4tth Divisicn to take over = section of the river line on the
right of %he 3rd Division which was in contact with the enemy
zlong the river line and to nrepare to attack across the
Volturno along with the 3rd Division. _Due to muddy>?oads, rains
and - other delay the unitéfwere unatle to attack as nlénned. Lt.
General Mark Clark visited the front and decided on a general
attack all along the river line for the night of 12-13 October. (1)

Since arrival at the river all units had patrols probing
aloﬁg the river. They wére checking for pood crossing and fording

(12) A-1, pp.3, 17, 22 (13) A-2, n. 10 (14) A-1, pp. 15, 16
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sites and feeling out enemy defeﬁses on the north bank. The
aelay in time of crossing gave them extra time to learn jhe
nature of the river and the enemy defenses. (15) The eneny,
of course, did not know when the attack was coming but he con-
tinued to rrepare for it. He continued to dig in, to.plan his
fires and register his artillery. Time was in his favor, but
the allled army was ready to strike. (16)

ATTACK BY 3RD DIVISTIQN

Major General Lucian-Truscott,;Jr., Commanding General of
3rd Division knew the enemy exnected a crossing in the vicinity
of Triflisco Gap. He therefore decided to make a felint there
and make the crossing farther upstream. H-Eopr was to te at
0200 13 Octoker 1943, The lst Eattalion, 15th Infantry already
on Mt. Tafita, sumnnorted by the heavy weapons of the 30th In-
fantry wag to omen fire on enemy nositions across Trlflisco
Gane. If the enemy should show signs of withdrawing the 2nd
Battalion, 30th Infantry was to cross at the Gan. The 7th In-
fentry was to cross further uvstream with Mt. Majulo as its
obtjective. The 15th Ihfahtry less the 1st Battalion was to
cross in the vicinity of Hill 141 and Till 246, 1st and 2nd
Battalion, 30th Infentry were still in hivouae in the vicinity
of Caserta. (See Map C) (17)

At midnight lst Fattalion, 15th Infantry and the Heavy
Ueapon commanies, 30th Tnfantry ovened up on enemy held hills
across Triflisco Gan. At Cl00 hours all 3rd P1v:s:|on artiliery
tegan shellihg enemny pbsitions in their division zone north
of the river. At 0155 smoke shells were drorped. (18) The
artillery was ailded in this bty chemical units with H.Q mortars.
Smole was ralntained in some areas for as much as 18 hours

(15) A-3, n.88 (16) A-2, p. 25 (17) 4-2, p.15; 4-1, po. 17, 18
(18) 2\.-3’ Ne 90



thereafter. (19) At 0200 the 7th Infantry started crossing.
Some assauit boats were used but many of the men used imvro-
vised rafts. The 1lst Battalion crossed just below a hairpin
loop in ﬁhe river. Assaunlt narties strung guide ropes. The
current was swift znd broke ur scme of the imnrovised rafts.
Enemy machine guns onened fire Lhut bacause the north bank

was high no men were hit. The bvattelion had not gotten all
~men across by davbreak and,witgb%%servation that daybreak
b?oughg,enemy artillery became very accurate. The last boat
to cross received a direct ﬁit; (20} The tattalion struck

a ninefield as they moved ur the river bank. As soon as they
found a draw'leaﬂing away Trom the river they moved out toward
hizhway 87 and toward their objective. BPRelfore they reached
their objective they reéeived orders to halt and nrotect the
left flenk of the attack. (21) The 2nd and 3rd Fattalions,
7th Infantry crossed by wsling and holding on to guide rones
on a norticn of the river farther unstream. “hese two battal-
ions with the 2n? leadinr immediately started toward their ot-
jective - M. Majulo. (See Manm D) Iy the middle of the
morning they were nearing this mountain. Abtout this timgdbf
Fritish Intelligence picksd ur a German message +thaw a Cerman
Panger Lattalion was ready to-attaék those troons north of

the river. Plans were then made to zet tanks across the

river to meet this threat. The taﬁks were waterproofed and

e N

to =o but enemy zrtillery and rachine run fire had

T

reacv
prevented Tulldozers from leveling a benk so that the tanks
could get down to the river. 'hen this erergency became
knoﬁn, Tnrinesrs from Commanv A, 10th "negineer Fattalion

using nicks and shovels nrevared the tank so tanks could get

(19) 4-4, n.h2 (20) 4-2, n.29 (21) A-2, ©.30
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down; Iy 1100 hours tanks were Lesginning to cross the river.
Fowever the Imnending Tanzer atteck wes broken un bty artillery
and tank destroyeré from the south side of the Volturno. (22)
Ey the midile of the afterncen the 7th Infantry had secured
its position on Mt. Majulo 2nd was ready to mske a nrossible
Tlank attaclt on the high ground held by the enemyv at Triflisco
Gan. (See Man D) General Clark merscnally made a phone call
to cengratulate Col. Sherman, 7th Infzntry Jegimental Comman-
der, in the fine showing o2 the lepiment. (23)

The 2nd 2n? 3rd Tattaliong, 15th Infantry crossed as
scheduled with their otjective the hills behind Piana di
Caiazzo. The 2nd Eattalion crossed below a smell island and

L

imrmecdiatelv after the crossing ran into fierce raesistance.

..

They cezptured Hill 1kl after heavy losses. The 3rd Fattalion
crossed north of the island. Assisted by mortars and machine
sung £lrealv in nlace they »ughed Torward end soon cantured
7111 24%4.  As soon es thz enemy withdrew from Hills 141 and
2ké he nleced terrific tank and artillery fire on them. The
twe tattaliens suffers? heavr cagualties Tut with the aid of
artillerv drove through thz town of Piana Al Caleszzo and Trom
there on to their otjective. (24) (See Man D)

ne at Triflisco Gar had not

s

In the meantime, the

Q
b3

088
gone so well. The enermy had net withdrazwn from tﬁe nlgh
eround as hal been hored., That »mart of t-e 1C Corps cross-
ing on the l=2ft near Triflisco Gap had not been successful

so no heln conld te -?rected Trom thet anzle excevt nossitly
artillery sunrort. The lst ernd 2nd Tattalions, 30th Infantry,
were orderad Lo move at cnce to use the cressing area of the
1%th Infrntrv. ATout ncon General Truscott decided to have

-

:22) I‘L_?, _7"-31 (23) .p'-"33 7".91 (2L|') p—"?, 7)03)'5‘, 35



the 2nd Pattalion, 30th Infantry attemnt a crossing at
Triflisco Gap. The lst Eattalion, 30th Infantry was order-

ed to return to Triflisco to sumnort their attack, This
attemnt vas'not successful. That night the l1st Eattalion;
30th Infaﬂtrﬁ crossed over at the site used by the 1lst Dattal-
~ion, 7th Infantry and prepared‘to attack the high ground which
had been held by the enemy overlooking Triflisco‘Gap. They
found the enemy had withdrawn during the night. The 2nd
Battalioﬁ,.30th_Infantry, followed Ty the lst Eattallon,

15th Infsntry then crossed the Vbltﬁrno at Triflisco Gap
without resistance. This completed thé crossing for the

3rd Division. (25)

As the 3rd Division Infentry was driving the enemy away
from the river, Engineers began to Puild bridges scross in
their wake. In snite of enemy artillery which damaged a lot
of thelr equi-ment and took heavy casualties %ﬁé@?théir
personnel, two bridres had been nlaced in oneration by dark
on 13 Octoter. On 14 October enemy planes bombted and straf-
ed one of the bridges dama~ing four.nontoons which had to be
renlaced. The Engineers used much ingenuify to keen these
bridges.in-operatiOﬂ_and kent them ompen in spite of these
interruptions. As soon as the eneny withdrew from the high
sround across Triflisco Gap, Engineers under cover of smoke
tuilt a 30 ton bridge across the river in that.area. This
was later instrumental in assisting the 556th Division of 10
Corns to cross the Veolturno. (26)

ATTACK T7 3LTH DIVISICH

The 34th Division had time for nlanning their crossing
and they mede use of it. The terrain was studiad, and sand

(25) A-2, n. 38 (26) A-2, p. 29, 4O
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tetles were used. 1st ani 2nd Tattalions, 158th Infentry
were ziven dry land trainins on assault boats. (27) Sunport-

s a a »

ing weanons were nlzeced and Jur in rrior to attack on night

of 12-13 October. Wvery effort was made to famililarize every

kev man with the terrain over which the trooms would nove. (28)

o

Yajor Gereral Charles 7. Tviler, Commandine General, 3hth
Nivision decided to have the 158th Infantry make the main
attaclt towerd Celazzo, the 7lvision objective. The 135th In-
fantry was to attack on the vight. The 133rd Infantry was
held in division reserve. (2¢) (See lan D)

The 1£8th Infentry, less 3rd Tattalion, was to cross in
the vicinitv of Limatola and drive toward Caiazzo. (See Yap D)
(30) Compeny I, 1£8th Infantry was to cross on the left to
nrotect the laft Tlank of the Tegiment. 23rd Zattalion less L
Comnany was to gunnort the crossing with all its fifepower
from the hills south of Limatola. The lst Fattalion, 135th In-
Tantry wag to eross just below the junction of the Calore and
Yolturno ars move into ths hills north of Sguills. (See map D)
Company 3, 135th Infantry was to cross just below Sguille and
canture i1l 131. Temzinder of 2nd FTattalion, 135th Infantry
to crossg altove Sqﬂille and canture 283, (31) (See lan D)

&t 0145, 3Lth Tivison aritillery ovenel up on senemy
nositions rorth of ths river and &t 0200 hours troons started

" k]
4

the ercssire. The 1lst Tattalion wzs ntle to cross but hac

diffienlty with its boats &rd lnst sepe-of it equinment and

3

io end mine detecting ecuinment use-

[

rendered much of its ra

[l

less. The communications 17 net work well and €1 MM mortar
fire had tec be adjusted by the rifle comranies. The battalion
came under hezcvy fire but got into the hills southeast of

(27) L£-5, v 47 (28) A-7, ».12 (29) A-5, ».b47 (30) A-2, p.hk2
(31) 4a-1, .20 '

O



Caiazzo during the afternocon. (32)

The 2nd Eattalion, 1&8th Infantry crossing was not
resisted, but the battalion for lack of adequate guides be-
came lost in the darkness and as a resnlt placed its roves
over deen water end not in the area they had planned. Some
men were drowned an& equirment lost as a consequence. (33)
As soon as the tatislion was acroés it moved ravidly on to
the hill on its wavy to Caiazzo. Company G, of this battalion
was sent to the 2nd Battelion's left flank to zssist the
advance of the lst EBattalion. One platoén entered San Cio-
vanni but was fired on bty cur own artillery causing sone
casualties in this unit. The 3rd Tattalion crossed on the
night of 13-1% Octoker and helped in the canture of Cailazzo.
(3%

Comrany E. 135th Infantry crossed as nplanned and with
1ittle troulle occupied Fill 131. 1st Battalion, 13%th Infen~
try made good progress just after theif crogsing, tut were
soon slowed down by tank Tire and mine fields. 2nd Fattalion,
135th Infantry crossed after dsrk on the night of 13 October.
Cn the 2nd day after the original crossing = number of tank

destroyers forded the river aﬁd géve infantry sunvort from
Ei1l 283. (35) Artillery fire was well coordinafed. The
infantry men moved close behind it closing with the enemy
before he could recover from its effeet. (36)

One of the big rroblems of thz 34th Division was sunply.
The originzl site chosen for the Division tridge by Company
Ay 36th Tngineers was not in defilade from eneny artillery.

As a speed-uv operétion the Encineers inflated their floats
"before bringing them to the river. An artillery concentration
(32) 2-2, v. 433 8-7, Do 14 (33) 4-5, p. 1% (34) &-2, p5
(35) &-2; p. 47 (36] A-7, p.15
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ruined many of them. BHach time construction started enemy
ertillery made it Immossible to continue. The sitvation was
teginning to look desmerate since assault Toats were the only

) 0 ] -3 L, |

neans or brirging across sunnlies and evacuating the vounded.

=

Fortunately a reconnalssance »arty found a site nesar Squllle

that was ‘n defilade from enemy artillery. Vorking with

sreed &end determination the Engineers got g bridge into op-

[

eration and sunnlies teran to cross in the zone of the

Jo

135th Infentry. As soon s the 1458th Infentry cleared enemy

i}
L

TTrom

chk

artillery olservers he nille overlooking the crossing
sites on the Volturno a bridge was quickly tuilt in their
zone. (37)

10 T02PS PLAN OF ATTACK

Lt. General Sir Tichard L. MeCreerv, Commanding General,
British 10 Corns, was faced with a difficult area in waich
to attack over the Yolturno iver. After detziled recon-
naissance and nreveration he decied to ettack on a hroad

L

front with his 3 Jdivisions. The L6th Divieion was to attack
on the left at the mouth of the Volturno. This would enable

the Corns to tale aiventage o7 navael ~unfire. The 7th

' -ls

Armoured Divielion waeg to cress in' the center and t@e 56th
Division was to cress near Canus. Two sqguadrons of tanks
vere to be roved Ty water arcund the rmouth of the Volturnoe
and meke 2 landinz on the north side to jeoin in the attack

with the WAth Division. (38) (See Mar C)
ATTLC™ OF 7100 LETT DTYISION

The 46th Nivieion was to make the msin effort of the

10 Corps. It was zttacking of\ the left flank of 1C Corps.

o)

kil

The 46 Division commander ati iemnted te rain survrise by

(37) A-2, v. 48, 49: a-%5, »n, 4o (38) A-1, n.22
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shelling a town (Cancello) in one area on thz river and o
cross at a different area nearer the mouth of the Volturno.
The crossing wag svecesstul zltheoush one battalion of in-
Pantry wes overrun.bv Germans. Tne tanks vare landed but
dug to mine fields and poor terrain were stonved until the
mines were vremoved. Ty nightfall of the 1k Oectober & battal-
ions of the Léth Division werse across.A Tnemy tombers tried
" to bomb the landing of tsnks bLut were not successful. (392)
(See lan )

ATTACIT Qi TIT™ 7T ARMQUIND DIVISIOH

The 7th Arrmoured Nivision was riven Llﬁ mission of making
a feint attack near Gragzanise. It was zlso to canture the
town of Frezza and protect the right Tlank of the 4&th Di-
vision. Units vere sent across the river in two areas. One
crossed gt the loen near Grazzanise and the other at Santa
l"arie La Fessa. The latter was withiravm hut the crossing

at Grazzanise was successul ard the division began to move

t‘__l .
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l_-l .
\’D
18]
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{D
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s
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—
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slovly towerd ite ok

ATTACK OF 56T DIVISICH ’

The 5611 Tor 167th Trigade to cross

|-...

r Division nlanne

the Veolturne at Cerua. 201 Zuards Rrigade was to make a
N [

iov en the right to make The snemy think a main

L

Cermonsirat

attack weg beine made near Triflisco. The area at Carua,

-
2]

chosen for the crossirg wes covered with enemy fire hut had
. .

to be usesd sincs no other crossing where assauvlt boéts could

te used could ta found in division . zons. 56th D1v1510n

troons were withdrawn Trom the bankes of thz river ani

Tritish artillery roured a heavy Lomberiment into the cross-

ng sres. 201 Guards Irirade then started ite feint in the

[

i

(39) 4-2, »n.51 (LO) &a~1, p.2h
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vicinity of Triflisco and the 167th Trigede attemnted to cross
reai* Camua. The enemy was walting and sank 10 bosts loaded
with men Tefore they could erocss. The 201 Guards Prirgade

got cne comrnany across tut withdrew them since they could net
nold thsair nosition Jue to the failure at Céhua. The 56th
Division decided it could not cross in ite owvn zeone with any

measure of cuececess. Since the 55th Divieion could not cross

in i1ts own zZone without excessive loss of nersconnel snd the

Jrd Nivisions ranid movement wags leavine its flank onen,
General Clark decided to chanse the bLoundary Letwveen thes
V1 Corns ert 10 Corns to rive tha §5th Nivisicn resronsitil-

-

1ty for the ridge line on 3rd Divisiors left flank. Arrance-

ments were then rmade Tor the 5%4%h Divicien to cross on the
30 ton Tridse constructed Ty the 3rd Yivision at Tritlisco

Gan. “he 57th Divisicn starte? across this Tridge 19 October.

|89
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s still receivirs come artillery fire Tut by the
everine of %he 15th no thz 54th Tivision was across the
Volturno. (8ee Ian C) (41)

AATVSTS A0 G TTICTSI?

Foes ol ann e

‘he crossing of the 7ifth Army was svecessTul. True,
the 10 Corps,due to terrain almost cemnletely favoring the
enery hed Tsiled in its orisinsl attemnt to get the 56th
Dlvislion aecross nes> Capua. However, thls was offset by the_

*

comnlets guccess of all cther unite of Fifth Army. All other
divisions Tad mede suceessiul eressirgs, General Clark's
cuiek zetion in chansine the Corps toundary enshled the 56th
ivigion o cross with minimum casuzliies. "Tnese actlons
Torcel the enemy to coniinue his withdrawal,fichting stub-

tornly as he did so all along the Volturno. In two davs

(h1) a~1, p. 23, 24
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toth Corng had substantialrbriﬂgeheads and were driviné
ferther into eremy held territory. Yet, the crossing had
cost 2 large number of men. Vhy was the crossing s suc-
cessful as 1t was? %hy was so much accompiished in sc short
a time? One of the iz factors was the careful and thorcuzh
reconnaisssence rrior to the attack. The delay in the attack
enabled comranders 6f 211 units tc carefully orepare their
nlzns, to have all key men nake reconnaissance and study

the terrain. This delay also ensbled vatrols to Ziscover

ay

enamy defenses and good sites for cerogsing the river.

There was 1ittls Interference from enemy air. The only
large scale attack by a2ir wes an attewnt to rrevent the

landins of teonks in the 10 Corns zone., An attemnt was nade

.

iv

1

sion bri

Lude
in

he ¥rd Division area tut

o
s
-

b

to desgtroy the ce
this wes not successful. Cur air suneriority nlayed g kig
role in.this successful erossing 2lthourh there is no record
of eny direct tactical alr suprort. Stratesgic air nower of
the Allies gave vital assistance Ly destroving tha enenmy

air ability to strilke with anv measure of success and by

1te

igolation of the batitlefield,

Terrain in ths V1 Corvps area Tavored the attacker. The

delender could not defend the entire line so he vag forced

=

to occury strons roints and atstemnt Lo cut of 7 any nene-

{

1

trationa. (42) The attacker could get close to the river-
line without being otserved. This adventare to V1 Corps
was offset to a certain extent Ly the terrain in the g:)j&;
e deflender,

~-—The attack was made at nizht which denied th= enenmy

oktservation. DBvery effort was mazde to make the attack a

( 11'"2) A-‘L:‘, po 5'0
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Yeurnrise ard sore success wag achieved tut this was not so In
N
-, v

}fk;’some~cases. Ertillery sunvort was geod. It kent the enemy
LY .
ninne? dovn until cur riflsmen could get near him.

Arother Tactor wes the attitule of the enemv. He evident-
1y intended to usge ths Volturno for delay only. ile seemed
willing to trade snzee Tor time. Once the Allies were across
he made no strong counter attack. In the V1 Cormps Area
once he lost control of the valley he had no roads in the
rnountsinsg end had to move quickly east.

g “he morale of our soldiers was rood. (h3)CQQ%7had Troken
Q out at Salerno and had the Cermans on the move. The
*J - weather was not yet so bad as to maké%&gﬁ suffer much.

T.r

. "'e lost a large number of men. The V1 Corps lost L
ven on 13 October 1843. (44) wWhy were our casualties so

lérge? The Veolturno was a natural defensive barrier. The
Germans hac destroved all Tridges and had thelr suns zeroed

vl

on 2ll likely annroaches to the river. He could mass most

1 )

of his artillery an? had time to register it., .He knew where
“the alllies were likely to cross and was rrenared to exact
a heavyvy tell.

Ls in elmost all hattles, some mistckes were made. The
ond Battalion, 168th Infantry, 7id not have zn adegnate
~ide system. Consecuently, they crossed In deever water
than was recescery and had men drowned and lost, mine detector

and radio eguirment sorely neede

G Commany, 148th Infantry

wos firad on T'v our own artillery thrruch lack of coordin-
ation causing casuelties. The Irgineer Comnanv, 34th Divi-
sion, Iin hildéing ihe division bridze chqﬁse a location

oren to enemy artillery Tire when a nosition that had

(L3) Statenent by Cantain James A. ILuttrell, a Unit Commander

nregent at the Volturne erossing. (W) 4-2, ».58
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defilads Trom enery fire was rrasent. . lack of zesault boats
SRV Y 'fL At (,5
csuged imnrovised reTts Lo de o lot of damaze when they

in swift currents. The sttack ctarted toc late at
night. GSome of the tattalions were unatle teo get thelr ren
acress bofers davm gave the enery rood observation te bring
artillery end machine zun fire on them. The 2nd Lattalion,
20th Infantry made twvo atterrts to ecrogs at Triflisco Gan
during daylight under observation of the enemy. The swift
current of z flooded river caused gone of our meq)burdened
with equipment)to drovn.
_LESSOHS

Some cf the lessons empvhasized bv this oreration are:

1. Surnrise is ,ftremely vaWuab e if it can te ohtained

; -~
.

in a river crossine.

1<) .
. ne

-~

2. lex1?1]1ty s nccessary to the success of 2 mission.

2. Continuous communication is vital in almost every

—t

operation.

L, Promnt and nrovner owsceﬁlnatwon of intercerted enemy

R L aad

L™

messages will materialls ”¢Q in "beatlne him to. the punch".

s Thorough r conna““sance an@ ﬂlepnlrf w111 nay di-
vidends in a river crossing.
Y

6. Unite muast be rrepared %o Turnish their own anti-

_ s A A =
g LR L SN

o -
tank nrotection.

et il

7. Air sumeriecrity is necessary for a successful large
g ek

scale river crossing.

8. Fleld exﬂedlqwjﬁ can.te usad o asdvantage by ingen-

ious soldiers “ores were rerticularly valuable in this
crossing.
9. Good observatlon of the batile :fleld. is important.

Vot @ ey e R, SR T

It must te denied the enemy.
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10. Attaczﬁover exrosed areag or defended river crossings

PRPSNERIES

should be made at niqht if rossible.

B EanenathY Lol SU L TP

11. Tlﬂﬂt crossings of z defended »iver line should

S

- e e Tl ko e b TN
start early.

-

12. Strict control ant an adecuate Fulde svstem vs

. 4wt

necessary for a unit moving at night.
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