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THE VOLTURNO R I V E R  CAMPAIGN 
OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 1943 

(NAPLES - FOGGIA CAMPAIGN) 
( A n  His tor ica l  Example) 

INTRODUCTION 

On the  night  of 12-12 October, the  powerful F i f t h  Army, 

consis t ing  of about 100,000 men, s t ruck across the Volti~rno 

River i n  i t s  dr ive  up the  I t a l i a n  &eninsula+. 

I n  order  t o  o r i e n t  the  reader f o r  a yro2er ak,,reciation of 

this ana subsequent ac t ions  of the F i f t h  Army, i t  i s  well t o  

t u rn  the  pages of the  h i s to ry  of war back about s i x  months. 

The ba t e l e  of North Africa having been won i n  May, 1943, 

the  Al l ied  forces  next turned t h e i r  a t t en t i on  t o  the  a t t ack  

on I t a l y ,  th ru  S ic i ly .  This mission had severa l  object ives.  

They were: t o  r e l i eve  some pressure from the  Russian f ron t  

by making i t  necessary f o r  the Germans t o  send reenforcements 

i n to  the  I t a l i a n  peninsula\; t o  knock I t a l y  out  of 6he war; 

and t o  e s t ab l i sh  a i r  bases i n  I t a l y ,  from xhich we could bomb 

important t a rge t s  i n  German occupied t e r r i t o r y .  (1) 

The operat ion against  Sici ly.was begun i n  July, 1943, and 

was successful ly  terminated i n  August, 1643. 

Continuing t o  press the  a t t ack  against  the Axis powers, 

the  B r i t i s h  Eighth Army effec ted  landings across the  S t r a i t s  

of Messina and a t  Taranto on 3 September and 9 September 

respect ively.  (See Map " A " )  This fo r ce  moved to  the  north with 

the  object ive  of captur ing the  a i r f i e l d s  of Foggia. (2)  

The l e t t e r  of ins t ruc t ions  given the  Commanding General 

5 th  ~ r k y  instr!lcted him to  "se ize  the  por t  of Naples and secure 

the a i r f i e l d s  nearbv, vith a view to  preparing a f i rm base f o r  

f u r t > ~ e r  offensive operationsff.  (3) 

Footnote - For the purpose of this monograph, references t o  
the b r i t i s h  Sighth Army and 6 r i t i s h  10 Corps w i l l  be made 
only f o r  the purpose of completing the  overa l l  p i c tu re  of 
the  operation. 
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A t  the  time of landing iihe Commanding General 5th Army 

had under him the  U.S. V I  Corps and the  Br i t i sh  10 Corps. 

A t  the  time - . . .. .. . . o f l a n d i n g  . .. the  b.S. V I  Corps consisted of the  .. , , ~...-% 
&;F;i 

following divis ions ;  the  36th, 45th, 34th, 5rd, and the- 5 , j , f i ~ .T ,w j , ,  

girborne. *b\> ' 

Also, a t  t h i s  time, the  Br i t i sh  10 Corps consisted of the  

following divis ions ;  the  56th, 46th and 7th  Armored. 

In  order  t o  ca r ry  oljt the  mission contalked i n  the  l e t t e r  

of i n s tn i c t i ons ,  the  5th Armv lgnded i t s  two corps on the  beaches 

i n  the v i c i n i t y  br Salerno on the  night  of 8-9 September 1943. . 
(See Map "A") The Br i t i sh  l o t h  Corps on the  l e f t  was con- 

t inuously and o re ly  pressed. A severe enemy coun te r a~ tack  3 
on 1 3  September i n  the  zone of the u.S. Corps threatened to  

erase our beachhead. ( 4 )  

On 15  September, the Germans seeing  hat they were not  

powerCul enough to  d r ive  the  lanaing force  back in to  the sea, 

rever ted  t o  t h e  defense, and began an order ly  withdrawal t o  

the  north. ( 5 )  

Elements of the  F i f th  and Ei$hth Armies met a t  a point 

20 miles south of the  es tabl ished beachhead on 15-16 September. 

The F i f t h  Army then wheeled t o  the l e f t  and began i t s  advance 

along the  west coast. The Eighth Army then concentrated Its 

e f f o r t s  t o  the' c en t r a l  and eas te rn  pa r t s  of the  peninsular. ( 6 )  

On 1 October elements of the E r i t i s h  10th  Corps entered 

Naples without opposition. The harbor i n s t a l l a t i o n s  were found 

to  be wrecked as a r e s u l t  of a l l i e d  bombing and e f f ec t i ve  demo- 

l i t i o n  norks by the  enemy. d 
It was necessary f o r  the  army to  continue the  qvance  t o  

the  Volturno River, 20 miles t o  the  north,  i n  order  t o  secure 

the v i t a l  por t  agains t  any possible ground attack. 



A t  about t h i s  time, on 30 September, operat ions i n s t ruc t i ons  

were received by 5th  Army placing the Army Group phase l i n e  a s  

the l i n e  running through Isernia ,  Venafro, Sessa t o  the  Sea. 

(See Note 1) The r i gh t  boundary of the  Army was a l i n e  run- 

ning through benevento, inc lus ive  t o  5th Army, the  road 

Pontelandolfo - I s e rn i a  inc lds ive  t o  the  Eighth Army. (7) 

5th  Army s e t  the boundary between i t s  two corps as  the  

l i n e  running from Formo-Capua ( inc lus ive  t o  10 th  Corps)-Sessa. 

FIFTH ARMY ORDERS CROSSING OF VOLTURNO 

On 7 October, F i f t h  Army d i rec ted  V I  Corps t o  force  a  

crossing of the  Volt~lrno i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of T r i f l i s c o  on night  

of 9-10 October, then t o  a t t ack  toward Teano. The E r i t i s h  

10th  Corps was i n s t ruc t ed  t o  e f f e c t  a crossing of the  r i v e r  

on the  night  of 10-11 October and t o  s e i ze  the  hi& ground 

north of Idondragone. The a t t ack  by V I  Corps was t o  be t h e  

main a t tack.  (8 )  

A t  the  time this  order  was issiled, the  45th d iv i s ion  had 

already es tabl ished a bridgehead across t h e  Calore River i n  

the  v i c i n i t y  of Benevento and was i n ' t h e  process of securing 

the  bridgehead and the r i i h t  f lank of the  F i f t h  Army. It Was 

i n  contact w i t h  elements of the  Br i t i sh  Eighth Amy on the  

right. The 3rd Division was on the  Voltl~rno River l i n e ,  i t s  

f r o n t  extended from the v i c i n i t y  of T r i f l i s c o  t o  the  junction 

of the Volturno and Calore r i ve r s .  The 34th Uivision was i n  

Corps reserve moving i n t o  an area  t en  miles west of Benevento. 

The B r i t i s h  10  Corps was a l so  on the  Volturno River l ine .  (9) 

If we, a t  t h i s  time, make a b r i e f  study of the  t e r r a i n  

fac ing the  F i f t h  Army we w i l l  f ind  the reason behind most of 

the subsequent orders  and actions. 

The Volturno fiiver i t s e l f  i s  t o  be Considered a bar r ie r .  

Due t o  the  recent r a in s ,  i t  i s  swollen and i s  100 pards wide 

Note 1 - For t h i s  and a l l  subsequent ac t ion,  see Map "Bn. 



i n  many places. I ts  banks a r e  s teep  and i n  many places a r e  

up t o  10 f e e t  high. A number of fording places e x i s t  but 

the  remainder of the  r i v e r  va r ies  i n  depth up t o  twrmty f ee t .  (10) 

A h i l l  mass, 1 5  x 10 miles e x i s t s  north of T r i f l i s c o  and 

west of the  upper Volturno. The e n t i r e  area  i s  h i l l y  and 

heavily wooded. Immediately south of t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h i s  area  

covered h i l l s  r i s e  sharply near the  banks of the  r i ve r ,  thus 

denying the  enemy observation deep i n t o  the  approaches to the  

r ive r .  The h i l l s  north and northeast  of Capua contained the . 
main enemy gun area. 

The area t o  the  west of the T r i f l i s c o  h i l l  mass i s  a plain,  

gent ly  s loping t o  the sea. There i s  very l i t t l e  cover on any 

p a r t  of the  plain.  Excellent observation i s  obtained by the 

enemy f ~ o m  the western slopes of the  T r i f l i s c o  h i l l s  and from 

the  high ground i n  the v i c i n i t y  of Mondragone some twenty'miles 

t o  the  north DP the  r i ve r  i n  the  coas ta l  p l a in  area. The coas ta l  

p l a i n  i s  cut by numerous canals  running l a t e r a l l y  acrosa the 

f ron t .  These canals p r a c t i c a l l y  prohibi t  the use of armor 

a s  a spearhead o r  exploi t ing  force. (11) 

Along the eas te rn  boundary r i s e  the  Yatese Mountains. 

This formation i s  bald arid r i s e s  to the  height  of 2,000 meters. 

The va l l ey  of the  upper Volturno is highly cu l t i va t ed  and 

i s  general ly f r e e  from woods. 

Having been given h i s  mission t o  cross the  Volturno, the  

Commanding General V I  Corps found i t  necessary t o  change 

ex i s t i ng  Division locat ions.   he 3rd Division, from i t s  present  

15 mile f r o n t  on the io l turno could not possibly a t t ack  i n  fo rce  

i n  t h e  T r i f l i s c o  Gap' area. A s  a r e s u l t ,  the  30th Infant ry  of 

the  3rd Division on t h e  right was t o  be re l i eved  of i t s  pos i t ions  

by the  34th Division. T h i s  r e l i e f  was t o  be conducted under 

t h e  most adverse conditions. The enemy, from pos i t ions  on 



the  nor th  s ide  of the r i v e r ,  had excel lent  observation of 

t h i s  area. Consequently, enemy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  was heavy, and 

our movement was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  hours of darkness. A s  a r e s u l t  

of recent  ra ins ,  road conditions also g rea t l y  hampered t h i s  

movement. hos t  of the 30th lnPantry vehLcles had bogged down 

and the  34th Uivision was experiencing considerable d i f f i c u l t y  

i n  gathering i t s  forces  i n to  i t s  assembly area t o  t h e  west of 

Lenevento and e f f ec t i ng  the  r e l i e f .  (12)  

Also, dllring t h i s  period, as  a r e s u l t  of the increas ingly  

cold n ights  and due t o  the f a c t  tha t  t h e i r  barracks bags were 

s t i l l  i n  S i c i l y ,  four  o f f i c e r s  of the  30th I d a n t r y  had t o  be 

evacuated as a r e su l t  of overexposure. 

dhen the d i f f i c ~ ~ l t i e s  of movement were b r o u d t  to the  

a t t e n t i o n  of the Commanding General 5 th  Army, the  crossing 

da te  was changed fr-am 9-10 Octoter t o  12-13 October. ( l a )  

This change was des i rable  f o r  many reasons. It permitted 

the 10th  and V I  Corps to a t t a ck  a t  t h e  same time, i t  gave the  

f r o n t  l i n e  u n i t s  an opportunity t o  p a t r o l  f o r  crossing points  

and bridging points ,  i t  permitted the  a t tacking fo rces  t o  

fami l ia r ize  themselves with the  t e r r a i n  over which they would 

operate and l a s t l y ,  i t  allownd u n i t s  time to  complete and 

coordinate plans f o r  the  crossing. (14) 

PLANS FOn CaOSSING V0I;I'URNO - CHOSSING ( 9  0ct.-14 Oct.) 

On the 9 th  of October, the  45th Livision, havinz claared 

the  enemy from the pos i t ions  north of kenevento and havin;; se- 

cured the  right f lank of the 5th Army, yrepared t o  move oub. 

The plan was t o  leave one reenforced Bat ta l ion  i n  the  v i c i n f t y  

of Eenevento t o  guard the f l ank ,  and with the remainder of t h e  

fo rce  move north and west along the  north s i d e  of the  Calore 

Eiver t o  the Volturno val ley.  ?his  maneuver, i f  executed 



rap id ly  enough, would th rea ten  the  l e f t  f l ank  of the enemy 

defense l i n e  slong t h e  Volturno r i v e r  west of the Volturno- 

Calore junction a t  a time when the remainaer of t h e  corps 

was a t tacking i t  f ron ta l ly .  (15) 

Having received h i s  zone of advance across the Volturno, 

the  3rd d iv i s ion  commander 'made his plpns f o r  h i s  a t tack.  It 

was apparent t h a t  there  were two major t e r r a i n  fea tu res  t h e  

possession of which was necessary f o r  t h e  successful  advance 

of the  d iv is ion.  These were the  T r i f l i s c o  h i l l  mass and the  

Mount Caruso h i l l  mass. (See MapB) Both of these f ea tu re s  

furnished the  enemv with excel lent  observation over the  va l ley  

to the eas t  of T r i f l i s c o  up which the d iv i s ion  wished to  

drive. (16) 

It was f u r t h e r  apparent t ha t  t h e  enemy had to  be deceived 

as t o  the  zone of the  p r inc ipa l  a t tack.  Accordingly, i t  was 

planned to  place a ba t t a l i on  of the 15 th  Infant ry  on t h e  high 

ground on the  south s fde  of t h e  T r i f l i s c o  Gap, and together  

with the heavy weapons companies of the  30th Infant ry ,  was t o  

e f f ec t  a demonstration on the l e f t  f l ank  of the Division zone. 

This f i r i n g  was t o  commence two hours before the  main a s sau l t  

across the  r i v e r .  I f  the  enemy withdrew as a r e su l t  of this 

display  of firepower, a b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  30th Infant ry  was t o  

be prepared t o  cross a t  t h i s  point. (17)  

The main a t t a c k m s  to  be launched by the  7 th  Infant ry  

which ,as t o  cross the Volturno a t  0200 hours having f o r  i t s  

object ive  H i l l  502, which i s  immediately southwest of Mount 

Caruso. This a t t a ck  was to be supported with a company of 

tanks and a company of tank destroyers.  (18) , 

An a t t ack  i n  the  right p o ~ t i o n  of the d iv i s ion  zone was 

t o  be made by the  15th Infantrg, l e s s  ong ba t ta l ion ,  w i t h  the  

ob jec t ive  of se iz ing  Mount Monticello  i ill 141) and Mount 



Mesarinolo ( H i l l  246) immediately on the north s ide  of the 

r i ve r ,  then t o  continue to the  nor th  t o  capture %he high ground 

west of Mount Caruso. After t h i s  was accomplished, the  regiment 

was to go to the  west and jo in  w i t h  the  7 th  Infantry. (19) 

In  order t o  augment the  l imi ted  number of engineer boats 

given them f o r  the  crossing, a  number of r a f t s  were improvised 

from wooaen bows ana canvas covers of 3/4 ton trucks t o  a i d  

i n  ge t t i ng  weapons and supplies  across with the  assaul t  troops. (20) 

Having been given i t s  zone of advance the  conimander of t h e  

34th Division decided to have two of h i s  regiments assau l t  

the  r i v e r  l i n e  and to  have one regiment reserve. ~he 'miss ion  

of 168th In fan t ry  was to a t t a ck  on the  l e f t  main e f f o r t ,  s e i ze  

the  town of San Giovanni, jroceed west th ru  Caiazzo and contact  

the  'rd Uivision. The mission of t h e  135th Infan t ry  was t o  

a t t ack  i n  the r i gh t  of the d iv i s ion  zone i n  order t o  c a p t u ~ e  

the high ground above Squi l le .  The remaining regiment was 

i n  reserve. (21)  

Securing the  5th Army's r i g h t  f l ank  nor th  of Eenevento 

with a reenforced ba t t a l i on ,  the remainder of t h e  +Sth s t a r t e d  

i t s  d r ive  north of the  Calore River westward toward the Volturno 

val ley .  A s  the  enemy r e t r ea t ed  before t h i s  a t tack,  he  took full 

advantage of the  h i l l y  and i r r egu la r  t e r r a i n  t o  conceal numerous 

machine gun nes t s  and strong points .  Extensive demolitions 

along the  route  of advance callsed our a t tacking forces  t o  

l o s e  many hours of precious time. (22) 

Nevertheless, by the  12th  of Octoker, the  determined 

45th had reached t h e  l a s t  l i n e  of h i l ~ s  separa t ing them from 

the Volturno valley. The d iv i s ion  was advancing i n  tv.0 ColUIUns: 

the  180th In fan t ry  s t r i k i n g  sestward south of ldount Acero, and 

the  179th s t r i k i n g  westwara north of Mount Acero between th i a  

mountain and M t .  Monaco. 

(19) B, p. 16;  (20)  BJ p. 19; (21)  BJ P. 20; (22) B, p.22. 
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A t  the  time the  a s sau l t  elements of the  3rd and 34th 

u ivis ions  were s t a r t i n g  the  crossing of the  lower Volturno 

against  the defended north banks, the  45th Division had reached 

a l i n e  extendiny from a small town one m i l ?  e a s t  of Faiccho 

t o  pos i t ions  immeaiately south of Mount Acero. Thus the p lan  

t o  r sp id ly  move the 45th 1)ivision west along the  Calore River, 

threa tening the nast f lank of the  German defense pos i t ion  along 

the  lower Volturno, succeeued only t o  a l imi ted  extent.  

The crossing of the 3rd Uivision went very much according 

to plan. The demonstration on the  l e f t  f l ank  having s t a r t e d  

a t  midnight, the d iv i s ion  s t a r t e d  i t s  crossing under cover of 

a heavy a r t i l l e r g  concentration, The 15th  I n f m t r y  on the  

r i g h t  succeeded i n  se iz ing  h i l l s  141 and 246 with d i f f i c u l t y ,  

anu i n  the  afternoon advanced to the h i l l s  north of Hiaway'87. 

The 7 th  In fan t ry '  c rossed.  thru  f i e l d s  of machine gun f i r e ,  

helped repulse a sharp German counterattack, but,  nevertheless ,  

reached the lower s lopes of t h e i r  objec t ive ,  M t .  Majulo, i n  

the morning hours of 1 3  October. (23)  

It may be said a t  t h i s  point t h a t  the  supply s i t u a t i o n ,  

of the  leading assaul t  elements \was hampered by the  f a c t  

t h a t  most of the  imkrovised r a f t s  broke ui. i n  t h e  s v l i f t  

current .  

A t  t h i s  time the  h i l l  mass nor th  of4kehlGap hpd ye t  t o  be 

taken. Several attempts hed b ~ e n  made to  take t h i s  object ive  

by assau l t  from the south bank of the  r ive r .  During the n ight  

of 1 7 - 1 4  October, a ba t t a l i on  of the  70th Infant ry  crossed t o  

the  north s ide  of the r i v e r  e a s t  of the  Gap and assaulted the 

enemy posi t ions  from the eas t .  Once th* enemy forces  were 

driven from these defensive posi t ions ,  the 30th Infant ry  began 

i t s  advance along the r idge  l i n e  toward Formicola. 



Having crossed the  Volturno River ba r r i e r ,  the a b i l i t y  of 

the  :rd f i ivis ion t o  continue the advance depended upon t h e  

a b i l i t y  of i t s  supporting troops to keep i t  furnished with 

the  necessary supplies.  The engineers Xvorking i n  the zone 

of ac t ion of the  3rd Division did a splendid job of bridging 

the  r ive r .  By evening of the 1.3 October, the  d iv i s ion  engineers 

had i n  operat ion a jeep bridge t o  the  west of the  ha i rp in  loop 

i n  the r ive r ,  and a bridge capable of carrying 24 ton trucks 

t o  the  eas t  of the ha i rp in  loop. Itbereas enemy a r t i l l e r y  made 

t h e  construct ion and maintenance of the bridges extremely 

cos t ly ,  i t  m u s t  be sa id  t h a t  the flow of supplies  was not 

se r ious ly  cur ta i led .  (24) 

The .ZO ton bridge was constructed i n  the  i r i f l i s c o  gap 

on 1 4  October during daylight hours. The enemy had been driven 

from h i s  defensive p2si t ions  on the nor th  bank of the r ive r .  

'The b r idges i t e  was kept blanketed v i t h  smoke. Since i t  was 

evident to the  enemy t h a t  this rras a l og i ca l  place t o  put 

i n  a bridge, he  placed f a i r l y  heavy reg i s te red  f i r e s  on the  

posi t ion.  The bridge was not h i t  and the  work d id  not  stop. (25) 

That t h i s  was an extremely important bridge i s  brought 

out  by the  f a c t  t ha t  over 7,200 vehicle$ passed over it during 

a period of f i v e  days. 

The a t t ack  of the 54th Uivision was successful ,  but was 

attended by a number of d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Ehgineer un i t s  accompany- 

ing  one of the ba t t a l i ons  of the lo8 th  Infantry missed the  

predesignated crossing point. A s  a r e s u l t ,  the r i v e r  bank 
1 

encountered on the  f a r  s ide  was so s teep as t o  require the  

ass i s tance  of f i v e  men to  l i f t  one man from the  r iver .  T h i s  

na tu ra l l y  caused a considerable delay i n  ge t t i ng  the  e n t i r e  

b a t t a l i o n  across. Another b t t a l i o n  found out t h s t  with a 

s w i f t  current ,  a s sau l t  boats could be r e l i e d  upon but f o r  a 

few t r i p s .  An emergency craossing, i n  shoulder deep water, 

without the  a id  of guide ropes, proved cos t l y  i n  men and 



radio eqllipment. Nevertheless, the  168th Infantry,  crossing 

the r i v e r  general ly opposite from Saint  Giovanni, succeeded 

i n  ge t t i ng  a l l  ba t t a l ions  across t h e  r i v e r  by the  morning of the  
I 

13th. Heavy f i r e  was received f-om the  f l a t  f i e l d s  i n  f r o h t  of 

the  hi l ls .  It was only w i t h  the a i d  of heavy a r t i l l e r y  support 

t h a t  t h e  u n i t  mas able t o  advance from the  f l a t  lands near the  

r i v e r  i n t o  the h i l l s  around Saint  Giovanni. It was not u n t i l  

the  next morning, 1 4  October, tha t  the uni t  took Caiazzo. (26)  

The 135th Infant ry  on the r i g h t  a i a  not experience much 

d i f f i c u l t y  i n  i t s  crossing. I t s  objec t ives ,  the town of Squi l l e  

and the  h i &  ground t o  the  north, were l i g h t l y  he ld  by the  

enemy. Upon being at tacked by super ior . forces ,  the enemy f e l l  

back to t h ~  north. A t  the  time the  168th Infant ry  was se iz ing  

Caiazzo, the  135th Infant ry  was c los ing i n  on the  small town 

of Ruviano. (27) 

The pr inc ipa l  considerat ion governing the  advance of the  

34th Division a t  t h i s  time was i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  supply i t s e l f  

with the  neces s i t i e s  of combat. The l e v e l  of supplies  nor th  

of the r i v e r  was c r i t i c a l l y  low. The r i ve r ,  which i t  had jus t  

succeeded i n  f o r c i n ~ w e s  t o  prove a formidable supply ba r r i e r .  

The d iv i s ion  could not continue the  advance akains t  an  ac t i ve  

enemy unless i t  could surmount t h i s  obs tac le  and de l ive r  t o  . 
i t s  troops the  necessary food, m u n i t i o n  and a r t i l l e r y  

support. (28)  
uerC 

Bridging operat ions i n  the  d iv i s ion  zone of advance 

impossible as  long as t h e  enemy enjoyed d i r e c t  observation 

from the  v i c i n i t y  of Caiazzo over the  possible crossing s i t e s .  

Early i n  the  crossing operation, on the morning of the  

15 October, an Engineer company operat ing i n  the  zone of ad- 

vance of the  168th Infantry,  displayed great  valor ,  but ,  a t  

the  same time, an u t t e r  d is regard  f o r  the  ex i s t i ng  t a c t i c a l  

(26) B, p. 43; (27) A, p. PO; (28) B, p.48. 
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s i tua t ion .  JVhile the  enemy was s t i l l  i n  possession of good 

observation posts  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of Caiazzo, the  engineers 

attempted to bridge the r ive r .  I n  order  t o  save time a t  the  

r ive r ,  the  rubber f l o a t s  were i n f l a t e d  i n  the r ea r  area. 

Consequently, when the convoy of trucks carrying i n f l a t e d  

f l o a t s  approached the  r i v e r ,  enemy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  was d i rec ted  

a t  them and they were caught i n  a icarrage. Several t r \ ~ c k s  and 

f l o a t s  were destroyed. With no change i n  the  enemy s i t ua t i on ,  

a second attempt was maae t o  bridge the r i v e r  i n  the same , 

area, l h r ee  f l o a t s  were blown out  of the  water by d i r ec t  

h i t s  before the  attempt was given up. 

A new crossing point defi laded from enemy f i r e  was found 

south of Squi l le .  The new problem here was t o  cross a por t ion  

of the  r i v e r  considerakly wider than the o r i g i n a l  crossing s i t e  

and having on hand only about ha l f  of i t s  br idging equipment. 

'the enginners had l i g h t  t r a f f i c  crossing a t  t h i s  point  on the 

morning of 14 October. 

The construct ion of the  c l a s s  30 bridge, over t h e  r i v e r  

south of Caiazzo, .:<as forced t o  await the  removal of the  enemy 

a r t i l l e r y  observation pos t s  i n  and around tha t  town. On the 

morning of the .1S October, t h i s  bridge was completed. 

Because of the  n a t l r e  of the t e r r a i n  i n  the  zone of ad- 

vance of the b r i t i s h  10 th  Corps, the advance met w i t h  severe 

resis tance.  The Carps at tacked along i t s  17  mile f ron t  w i t h  

t h ree  divisions.  The d iv i s ion  attackin;, on t h e  r i s h t ,  i n  the 

v i c i n i t y  of T r i f l i s c o  Gap was stopped cold. The d iv i s ion  

a t tacking i n  the center  m-naged to  secnre a small bridgehead 

during the  f i ~ s t  day of at tack.  The 46th Division, a t tacking 

on the  l e f t  of the  Corps did, ~7,ith the  a id  of the  Navy, manage 

t o  make a crossing i n  force. A company of t h e i r  tanks made 

an amphibious landing to a s s i s t  the  assault  elements as  d i r e c t  



f i r e  weapons and as a great  moral f ac to r .  By evening of 

the  14 October, the  46th Division had secured a bridgehead 

of about 600 yards. (29) 

ADVANCE TO DRAGON1 (15 - 18 October) 

Having consolidated and secured the  d iv i s ion  bridgehead, 

the  3rd Division prepared to continue the at tack.  On 14  October, 

the  oundary between the Sixth  and Tenth Corps was changed 
/ , I + ' ~ ~ , ,  

b 
' so t ha t  the  r idge  l i n e  t o  the  north of T r i f l i s c o  Cap was 

,>,(, ,&' 
1 given to the  British..  (See Map B )  lhe :rd Divis ion 's  adjusted 

l ans  ca l l ed  f o r  a drivz to the north-east  to capture the town 

of Dragoni, and at  the same time t o  d r ive  some seven miles 

over the  mountains t o  cut the  two l a t e r a l  roads between high- 

way s i x  and the va l l ey  of the  Volturno. The 15 th  In fan t ry  

vas given the mission of cu t t ing  the  roads, and by 17 October 

the  job was completed. The 7 th  Infant ry  moved across the  rugged 

h i l l s  t o  take Dragoni. It encountered severe delaying ac t ion  

along most of the  way. I n  the  v i c i n i t y  of L ibe r i  the enemy 

counterattacked repeatedly, i n  order  t o  regain any l o s t  ground. 

By 17 October, the  regiment, advancing against  discontinuous 

opposition, was i n  force  on the high ground to the  west of Dragoni. 

The road leading t o  the  nor th  o ~ t  of Lragoni vvas placed under 

e f f ec t i ve  i n t e rd i c to ry  f i r e s  ana was denied t o  t h e  enemy as 

an escapb route. (30) 

The 30th Infantry,  on the  l e f t  of the  d iv is ion,  advanced 

i n  contact w i t h  the  Br i t i sh  10 Corps. It a s s i s t ed  the  Eritish 

i n  t h e i r  a ssau l t s  on the town of Formicola and was then placed 

i n  Division reserve. 

A s  the 3rd Division advanced, i t  was forced t o  move along 

' secondary roads. This heavy t r a f f i c ,  during the  ra iny  season, 

was more than the  roads could bear. It was necessary f o r  the  

supporting engineers t o  haul  i n  hundreds of tons of crushed 

rock and spread i t  over the  roads t o  keep them passable. (31) 

(29) A, p. 25; (30)  D, p. 92; (31)  H, p.  33. 
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The 34th Division, having cleared the enemy from the  town 

of Caiazzo and from the high ground overlooking the  r i v e r  eas t  

of Caiazzo, next was given the  mission of advancing t o  the 

north i n  the  d i rec t ion  of Dragoni, c lea r ing  the  upper Volturno 

val ley  west of the  r i v e r  of enemy troops. The d iv i s ion  advanced 

against  moderate res i s tance  between 1 5  - 18 October, a t  which 

time i t  found i t s e l f  bearing down on the  t o m  of Dragoni, 

which was a t  the  same time being threatened from the  west by 

the  3rd Division. (32) 

It should be noted, a t  this tiwe, tha t  t h e  road leading 

north from Dragoni was being in teruiczed by 3rd Division f i r e s ,  

and, thus,  the use of i t  was denied to the German defenders 

of the  town. 

D~lring the  advanoe from the r i v e r  crossing t o  the v i c i n i t y  

of Dragoni, the  enemy u t i l i z e d  small delaying pos i t ions  located  

on the high groimd overlooking the roads and commanding t h e  

roads by f i r e .  A r t i l l e r y  f i r e  hampered our crews performing 

road r epa i r  work. (33) 

On 13 October, the 179th Infantry,  advancing west near  

the north bank of the r i v e r ,  soon s t ruck the  s t rongly  defended 

town of Faicchio. It was r e a a i l y  apparent t h a t  t h i s  small 

town defended by a l l  types of  weapons, including 150 lulm. s e l f -  

propelled assaul t  guns, nas t o  be the  pivot  point  f o r  Germnn 

defenses i n  t h i s  area. The a t t ack  on the town from the  ea s t  

by the 179th Infant ry  was repulsed by heavy f i r e .  (34) 

Also, on 1 5  October, the  157th Infantry,  a t tacking from 

posi t ions  south of M t .  Acero did, a f t e r  sharp f igh t ing ,  c l ea r  

this h igh ground of enemy troops. The 100th In fan t ry  was 

ordered t o  the l e f t  f lank of the Division and proceeded t o  

c lea r  of enemy forces  t h e  f l a t  ground west of M t .  Acero and 

north t o  the r i v e r  running west from Faicchio. 



On the  night  of 1 3  - 1 4  October, the town of Faicchio 

was subjected t o  a heavy she l l i ng  by a r t i l l e r y  u n i t s  supporting 

the  division.  On the  14 October, i t  was determined tha t  the  

enemy had withdrawn from this f o r t i f i e d  town. 

The Division drove n x t h  along the  l e f t  ( e a s t )  bank of 

the  upper Voltnmno reaching i t s  object ive,  the high ground 

2 miles southeast of the  Piedimonte-Dragoni Highway. 

A t  this time, the  d iv i s ion  l e f t  boundary was changed 

from the  o r ig ina l  boundary l i n e  along the upper Volturno t o  a 

nelu l i n e  running genera l ly  north, including the  town of 

Piedimonte, ba t  pinching out  the  a iv i s ion  jus t  beyond t h i s  

point  against  the l o f t y  Matese Abuntains. The 34th Uivision 

was t o  cross the  upper Volturno i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Dragoni 

and take over the zone of advance of the  45th Division. 

The d iv i s ion  reached and occupied the town of Piedimonte 

on the afternoon of 19 October, and on the  following day, 

reverted t o  Corps reserve. (35) 

The 45th Division was g i v ~ n  i t s  f i r s t  r e s t  a f t e r  40 days 

of contini~ous f ight ing.  

A t  t h i s  time, 18 October, the  E r i t i s h  10th  Corps had ad- 

vanced, and w-s i n  contact with elements of the  Sru Division 

along the Corps boundary. F o l l o ~ i n g  the changing of the 

Corps boundary on 1 4  October, the  Zrit ish 56th Division 

crossed i n  the v i c i n i t y  of l r i f l i s c o  Gap, proceeaed'to t h e  

nor th  and north-west, c lear ing the  h i l l s  i n  i t s  zone f o r  a distance 

of aboGt t-n miles. The 7 th  Armored Division, i n  the center ,  had 

advanced about s i x  miles from i t s  crossing point  and had 

reached koute 7. The 46th Ilivision, on the  l e f t ,  held Up 

by a canal cu t t i ng  l a t e r a l l y  across i t s  f r o n t ,  had advanced 

a matt'3r o f  four  miles from i t s  crossing point.  (36)  



ADVA~VCE F..OE LiUGOfUI 10 TriIKb VOLl l i f iNO C n O a a I N G  
(19 October - 3 November) 

On 1% October, it was noted t h a t  the  enemy fo rce s  i n  the  

Liragoni area  were attemptin- t o  withdraw from t h e i r  precarious 

pos i t ion  by crossing t o  the  ea s t  s ide  of the  r i v e r  i n  the  

d i r ec t i on  of Alife.  Coazerpentl?, l a t e  on t he  afternoon 

of 18  October, t h e  l33rd  In fan t rv  of the  34th Division crossed 

the  r i v e r  t o  the south of t he  Dragoni - Ali fe  road i n  an 

attempt t o  sever t h i s  avenue of escape open t o  t he  enemy. (37)  

A t  dawn the next morning when t he  ba t t a l i ons  closed i n  on 

the bridge they found t h a t  the enemy had made good h i s  es- 

cape from the  town of Dragoni, and had done an e f f ec t i ve  job 

of demolishing t he  bridge over the Volturno a t  t h i s  point. (38)  

The 135th In fan t ry  crossed the  Volturno south of t he  

133-d In fan t ry  cross ing s i t e ,  secured the town of Al i fe  and 

prepared t o  move t o  t he  north. 

By t h i s  time, the 45th Division had occupied t he  town 

of Piedimonte t h r ee  miles t o  the eas t .  Thus, pinched out 

of the ac t ion ,  i t  was placed i n  corps reserve. 

Early i n  the  advance, up , t he  va l l ey  eas t  of the r i ve r ,  

t he  34th Division found out t h a t  to  expose themselves on 

t he  f l o o r  of the  va l l ey  during periods of good v i s a b i l i t y  

was a f a t e f u l  blunder. A b a t t a l i o n  advancing on t he  v a l l e y  

f l o o r  under the p ro tec t ion  of a dense fog, found themselves 

dangerously exposed when the  f o g  suddenly l i f t e d .  The 

enemy immediately brought in tense  r i f l e ,  machine gun and 

a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  to  bear upon them. The l o s se s  were extremely 

heavy. (38)  

During the period, 20 - '24 October, the  34th Division 

advanced t o  the  nor th  against '  an ac t i ve  enemy occupying 

successive d e l ~ y i n g  posi t ions.  Despite in tense  a r t i l l e r y  

f i r e  and severa l  tank counterat tacks bn t h e  p a r t  o f  the 

enemy, our  fo rces  succeeded i n  occupying the towns of St. 

Angelo DfAl i fe  and Raviscanina. 

(57)  A, p. 72; ( 3 8 )  B, p. 71; ( 3 9 )  By P* 720 
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Continuing the  advance on 76 October, the  d iv i s ion  ran  

i n to  a small h i l l ,  h i l l  '75, t h a t  was t o  prove t o  be a 

stumbling block f o r  the next two days. H i l l  235 rose out of 

the  val ley  f l o o r  to a height  of seventy-live f e e t  and was lo -  

cated about midway between the  r i v e r  and the  foo t  of the  

mountains t o  the eas t .  The enemy chose t o  execute a s t rong 

delaying ac t ion  a t  t h i s  point.  He had strengthenecl the  

pos i t ion  with niunerous machine gun posi t ions  and was using 

tanks a s  mobile a r t i l l e r y  pieces. For two days, f ~ o m  this 

smell h i l l ,  the enemy was able t o  r e s i s t  our shel l ing ,  our 

in fan t ry  a t t acks  and our tank at tacks.  On the  night ,  27-28 

October, without opposition, the  Germans e f fec ted  a withdrawal 

from the  area. (40)  . 

Against discontinuous opfiosition, the d iv i s ion  continued 

north t o  Lete Creek, turned up the creek val ley  f o r  a d i s tance  

of fou r  miles, then advanced on Gapr ia t i  A Volturno and 

a r r ived  3 November. (41)  

The descent down the  small va l l ey  was t g p i c s l  of the  

advance d u i n g  the  pas t  few days. Infant ry  contact w i t h  t h e  

main enemy force  had been broken and only s ca t t e r ed  detach- 

ments o f fe red  any res i s tance  t o  our advance. It was apparent 

t h a t  the  enemy had withdrabn from the  south s i d e  of the  r i v e r  

t o  more favorable pos i t ions  north of the  Volturno valley. (42) 

Again the  34th Division found themselves looking a t  

enemy defenses across the Volturno. A t h i r d  crossing, this  

time across a r i v e  uhich nras shallow but severa l  hundred d 
yards wide, had t o  be made. The towering mountains whi ch 

rose abruptly from the  f l oo r  of the val ley  on the  f a r  s i d e  

gave our a t tacking infantryman a premonition of the  fi@;hting 

t h a t  was soon to  come. 

The 504th Parachute Infant ry  was given the mission of 

gjlarding the 5 th  Army's right f l ank  and took up posi t ions  



t o  the  eas t  of t h e  34th Division. 

The next mission of the  3rd Division was t o  c lose  i n  on 

the  Mignano Gap area. The Division pushed out from posi t ions  

he ld  on 17 October, and advanced to  t h e  north-west. The 

7th  In fan t ry  advanced i n  the l e f t  of t h e  d iv i s ion  zone w i t h -  

out making contact v~ i th  the enemy. The remainder gf the 

d iv i s ion  advanced agains t  moderate res is tance .  By t h e  3rd 

of November, the  Division had cut  the  road m i n g  south from 

Dragoni a t  a point  two Yoles south of t ha t  t o m .  Other elements 

were approaching the town of Dragoni and advancing i n to  the  

h i l l y  area above Presenzano and eas t  of Mignano. (43) 

During this period, between 1 8  October and 3 November, 

the  Er i t i sh  10th  Corps experienced some hard f i gh t ing  i n  the  

high ground betiween Teano and the va l ley  of t h e  Garigliano 

River. After  a s t rong enemy stand, the  town of Teano and 

the  h i l l s  overlooking i t  f e l l  t o  the F r i t i s h  on 30 October. 

By 1 November, the  7 th  Armored Givision, which had been moved 

i n t o  the l e f t  port ion of the  corps zone, had captured Mondragone 

and had chased the enemy from t h e  h i l l s  commanding the ,town. 

This ac t ion  l e f t  the  coas ta l  road open to  t h e  advance of 

armored un i t s .  A b a t t a l i o n  of tanks passed t o  t h e  north of 

the  h i l l s  above Mondgagone, then struck t o  the  north-east.  

The enemy's pos i t ion  i n  the area thus threatened, he withdrew 

to  the  north. By 3 November, B r i t i s h  pa t ro l s  'were operat ing 

as f a r  north as  the  Garigliano 3 6 - i t h  l i t t l e  opposition. (44) 

ADVANCE AGAINST .,INTEh LINh ( 4  Nove~ber-15 November) 

The 3rd Division aas  t o  make the  main e f f o r t  i n  the  zone 

of advance of the s i x t h  Corps. Facing the  3rd Division was 

the  Mignano Gap th ru  which ran  the  p r inc ipa l  road and r a i l road  



t o  Cassino, thence t o  Rome. The gap was bounded by mountains, 

which rose  t o  a height  of about 1000 meters. dlithin the gap, 

M t .  Rotlmdo, wooded, and M t .  Lungo, bald, rose t o  a height  of 

about 350 meters. (45)  

Pat ro ls  of the  3rd Division soon found out  t h a t  the  va l l ey  

was so heavily defended, so as  to make an a t t ack  t h ru  it almost 

out  of the  question. Thus, the  d iv i s ion  commander plaMed to  

a t t ack  the gap from the high ground on the f lanks.  Accordingly, 

the  30th Infant ry  passed t h ru  the  zone of the 45th Division, 

and advancing from the eas t ,  passed over the  high ground 

between the val ley  of the  Volturno and the  Mignano Gap and 

at tacked M t .  Rotund6 on 6 November. This a t t a ck  was met with 

murderous f i r e  and was repulsed. ( 46 )  

Repeatedly at tacking,  i t  was not u n t i l  the  8 th  of November 

t ha t  the  30th Infant ry  succeeded i n  taking M t .  Rotundo. A t  

about the  same time, the 15th  Infant ry  succeeded i n  s e i z ing  

the southernmost h i l l  of M t .  Lungo. 

While the  a t t acks  against  the enemy posi t ions  i n  t h e  f l o o r  

of the gap were taking place, the  7 th  Infant ry  expended i t s  

t o t a l  e f f o r t  i n  the  attempt t o  s e i z e ' ~ t .  l a  Difensa. A high 

c l i f f  running f o r  a d is tance  of about a mile near the c r e s t  

of the  mountain, r e s i s t e d  a l l  attempts of the 3rd Division 

t o  take it. Some of the  conditions t ha t  enabled the  enemy t o  

hold out  i n  this pos i t ion  were; he haa commanding observation 

a t  a l l  times, his posi t ions  were b las ted  out  of s o l i d  rock, 

an& he was able  t o  s h i f t  his reserves to meet threatened a t t acks  

and to  replace losses .  Couple with these  f ac to r s  the exhausted 

condit ion of our forces ,  t ~ e  f a c t s  t h a t  our supi.lies had t o  be 

hand ca r r ied  to the  forward un i t s ,  t ha t  the  troops lacked 

proper c lo th ing r e su l t i ng  $n the  evacuation of severa l  men 

with f r o s t b i t t e n  f e e t ,  i t  i s  no wonder t ha t  our a t t ack  bogged 

down a t  this point. (47) 

(45) B, p. 96; ( 4 6 )  D, p. 97; (47)  D, p. 99. 
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Liuring t h i s  period, the p r inc ipa l  e f f o r t  of the  10th 

Corps was dLrected toward the  captilre of Mount Camino. The 

56th Division at tacked the mountain, seized severa l  towns i n  

the  f o o t h i l l s ,  but i n  more than a week of f i gh t ing  was not  

able  t o  capture the  object ive.  The nature  of the  t e r r a in ,  

the  t enac i ty  of the  defending forces,  and the decreased 

e f f i c iency  of the  a t tacking forces  a l l  contr ibuted t o  the  

f a i l u r e  of the mission. The attempt to ga in  the  object ive  was 

f i n a l l y  given up on the 14-15 November and the  exhausted forces  

were withdrawn from t h e i r  precarious posi t ions .  No o ther  gains 

of any importance were made i n  the zone of advance of t h e  

10th  Corps during t h i s  period. (48) 

The 45th Division, from posi t ions  south and eas t  of the  

upper Volturno, preyared to cross the  va l ley  and a t t ack  the  

h i l l s  on the  f a r  

The 180th Infant ry  was committed on the  l e f t  of the  

d iv i s ion  zone of advance, and was responsible f o r  the  area 

between Venafro and the  l e f t  flank. Elements of the  180th 

In fan t ry  crossed the  Volturno on the n ights  of 2-3  and 3-4 

November, i n  order t o  occupy a high r idge forming a reent rant  

i n  t ha t  area. 

On the  morning of 4 November, the  179th Infant ry  crossed 

the  broad Volturno va l l ey  and advanced against  the  town of 

Venafro and the  surrounding high ground. Heavy small arms 

f i r e d  from the  west of the  town held  up the  advance u n t i l  it 

was neutra l ized with the  ass is tance  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  The 

179th In fan t ry  Regiment occupied the  town, having t o  c lose  w i t h  

the enemy to e j e c t  h i m .  It was not  u n t i l  darkness f e l l ,  t ha t  

the  regiment was able  t o  take the high ground above the  t o m ,  

thus, making t h e i r  pos i t ion  secure. ( 5 0 )  



An a p ~ a r e n t  s o f t  spot i n  the defensive pos i t ion  was found 

i n  the v i c i n i t y  of Pozz i l l i ,  a  town about three  miles north- 

west of Venafro. The town l i e s  i n  a  corr idor,  r4hose long axis  

l i e s  i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  of our advance. I n  addit ion,  a good 

mountain road leads  t o  the  nor th  t h r u  t h i s  corr idor.  Elements 

of the  179th In fan t ry  found t h i s  spot and advanced against  

l i t t l e  opposition. Unfortunately, before t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  could 

be exploited, the enemy moved strong forces  i n to  this area. 

Conseq~lentlg, when the a t t ack  was. again resumed i n  t h i s  zone 

on the  6th of November, oilr forces  met .=!ith s t rong enemy 

res is tance .  (51) 

For the next nine days, the 179th Infant ry  fought a  b i t t e r  

f i g h t  i n  the mountains, two miles t o  the north of Pozz i l l i ,  

against  a determined and stubborn enemy. 

The main p a r t  of the 180th Infant ry  followed the  advance 

of the 179th In tan t ry  across the val ley .  I t s  object ives  rere  

. the forbidding heights  of Nit. Co~no and Nit .  S. Croce. These 

mountains, north-west of Venafro, l o s e  from the f l o o r  of the  

va l l ey  t o  the  height  of over 1000 meters. Since o l r  forces  

had d i r e c t  observation on the south slopes of these  h i l l s ,  the  

German forces  e lec ted  t o  defend the  reverse (nor th )  slopes 

of the  h i l l s .  The defense s ~ ~ s t ? m  -;;as eleborate.  tiis pos i t ions ,  

b las ted  out of rock, enabled him to  place mur6erous f i r e  on 

a q o n e  crossing thn C T R S ~ .  LfLer making a  four day e f f o r t  

t o  take these posi t ions ,  t h s  180th Infant ry  was re l ieved f r o m  

i t s  ~ o s i t i o n  i n  l ine .  O n  10 November, a  ba t t a l i on  of Rangers 

ana a bat te . l ion 3f parechut is ts  succeeded i n  dislodging the  

enemy from h i s  pos i t ion  i n  t h i s  ares.  ( 5 2 )  

The 157th Infant ry  entered the  ac t ion on 11 hovember 

against  those enemy forces  to the nor th  os Pozz i l l i ,  Which 

were holding up the  advance of the  179th Infantry.  It was 

not capable of advancing. 

(51)  A, p. 5'; (52)  B, p. 102. 
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As the 54th Division prepared t o  cross the Volturno, it 

rea l i zed  t ha t  the two key fea tu res  i n  i t s  zone of ac t ion vere 

the  high ground i n  the v i c i n i t y  of Poccaravindola i n  the r i g h t  

( e a s t )  sec tor ,  and the high ground i n  the v i c i n i t y  of the  v i l l a g e  

of Santa Karia Oliveto. The 168th Infant ry  was given the  . 
hoccar~avinaola mission. The 133rd Infant ry  was t o  take Olivato. (53) 

Luring the  n ight  of 3-4 November, the assau l t  elements 

of the  34th Division crossed the  r i v e r  val ley  agains t  moderate 

enemy ac t i ve  opposition. However, the  pl.ice of the  crossing 

was heavy due to extensive passive defense measures. The , 

enemy, having had time to prepare f o r  jus t  such a crossing, 

had sown an i n t r i c a t e  and extensive mine f i e l d  apparently 

across the e n t i r e  f r o n t  of h i s  posi t ion.  Our reconnaissance 

of these f i e l d s  was necessar i ly  meager becallse of t h e  l imi ted  

time avai lable ,  and because of the  ra ther  long dis tances  in-  

volved f o r  pa t ro l  a c t i v i t g  on the  broad va l l ey  f loor .  I n  

order  f o r  the  a t tacking elements t o  be off  the  va l l ey  f l o o r  

before morning, i t  was necessary t o  pass thru  the mine f i e l d s  

with the  l e a s t  possible delay. Most elements assumed a s in@e 

f i l e  formation and jus t  -walked i n  the d i r ec t i on  of t h e i r  

object ive.  A s  the lead man act ivated  a mlne, he  was replaced 

by the next man i n  the  column and the  advance continued without 

delay. (54 )  

By noon, the 168th Infant ry  had entered the  town of 

Hoccaravindola and, by t h a t  night,  had secured the  h i l l s  t o  

the  west and north-west, 

The 133rd Infant ry ,  encountering s imi l a r  res is tance ,  

crossed the r i ve r  and, a f t e r  davlight ,  occupied St. Maria 
0 

O l i v p  and the  h i l l  t o  the  west of the  town. During the  morning 

they were e jec ted  from both of these posi t ions ,  but promptly 

counterattacked and retook the object ive.  I n  the  meantime, 



a battalion of the 137rd Infantry, advancing on the left, 

succeeded in taking hills located about a mile to the north- 

west of the primary objective. (55) 

The 135th Infantry, which had not as yet been committed 

to action on this third crossing of the Volturno, was on 

8 November committed as part of a task force with the mission 

of driving on Montaquila, located in the extreme right (east) 

of the division zone. The task force consisted of the 135th 

Regiment, a ballation of tanks, a company of engineers and 

some heavy weapons support. This powerful force drove on the 

to-in of Montaquila, taking it the same morning. ( 5 6 )  

It then proceeded to secure a series of hills to the west 

and north-west for a distance of from one to tvi>o miles. 

Active ,atroling indicated that extensive mine fields 

existed in the zone of advance of the 34th Division. 

By this time, 12 November, the 1F5th Infantry was in 

contact with the 504th Parachute Infantry, guarding the 

right (east) flank of the 5th Army. The 504 was in the 

vicinity of Colli and was in conbact with the British 8th 

Army. 

ADVANCE OF THU FIFTH AnnaY HALTG 

By the middle of November, it was evident that any attempt 

to advance deeper into the enemy's defensive position at this 

time would be ineffective. A variety of factors contributed 

to establish this condition. (57) 

The problem$ of supply was primary. It was apparent that 

in order to crack the defense line additional quantities of 

materiel would be needed. This would place an additional 

burden on the existing supply lines which were already bogging 

do:m in the deep muddy roads. It, also, must be remembered 



t h a t  the  supply of many forward u n i t s  would be by hand-carry. 

The problems of the  engineers i n  keeping the  roads and bridges 

open during the  winter r a iny  season were many and complex. 

The men i n  the  l i n e  suffered from the  constant wetness 

of everything. The c lo thing issued the  men was not  adequate 

p ro tec t ion  against  the  b i t t e r  cold nights.  There had been 

l i t t l e  r e l i e f  from ac t i ve  f i gh t ing  against  the enemv. Re- 

placements were few. Because .of the  problems of  supply, the  

men d i d  not receive  the  minimum number of hot  meals ~ e q u i r e d  

f o r  this  type of f ight ing.  

Add to  t h i s  the  f a c t  t h a t  the  enemy occupiea s trong key 

t e r r a i n  fea tu res ,  and had recen t ly  been reenforced with f r e s h  

troops. A temporary h a l t  by our a t tacking fo rces  was mandatory. 

Consequently, on 1 5  November, the  advance of t h e  5th Amy 

was halted. 

ANALYSIS AND CEITICISM - 
A study of t h a t  port ion of the  campaign jus t  described 

w i l l  serve t o  condense the numerous ac t ions  in to  procedures. 

I 
Some proced,ires g r ea t l y  added t o  the  success of t h e  cpmpais.  

Others serve as  lessons not t o  be repeated. 

A. The overa l l  plan of &ttack of the Volturno River was 

sound. The main e f f o r t  was made by the V I  Corps t o  the  e a s t  

of Tr i f l i sco .  This a rea  of nooded h i l l s  of fered our troops 

the  advantage of msximum concealment, and, therefore,  the  bes t  

possible chance of success. It was realized, p r i o r  t o  the  

a t t a c b t h a t  the main enemy gun area  to the  nor th  of T r i f l i s c o  

would have to be turned by an advance from the  eapt before 

those fo rces  working foraard  on the  coas ta l  p la in  could be 

successful.  Albeit ,  i t  was necessarv f o r  10 Corps to a t t a ck  

across the coas ta l  p le in ,  devoid of cover, i n  order t o  force  

the  defenders t o  d iv ide  h i s  f i r e s .  This s t rong secondary 



a t tack  riould a lso  make d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the  enemy the  problem 

of committing h i s  reserves.  

Ei. The preparat ion and conduct of the  VOlterno River 

crossing should receive specia l  emphasis. It i s  the  f i r s t  

instance,  involving our forces  i n  t h i s  t hea t e r  of war, of 

having to cross a formidable r i v e r  i n  the face  of s t rong 

enemy opposition. It gave us tQe opportunity of pu t t ing  

i n to  e f f ec t  our theor ies  and t r a in ing  prac t i ces  under condi- 

t ions  f.hich gave them the ac id  t e s t .  Generally speaking, the  

crossing was successflll,  therefore,  ~ u r  theor ies  on r i v e r  

crossings were correc t  i n  t h i s  case. nowever, i t  ~lill do well  

t o  examine more c lose ly  individual  inc idents  which w i l l  show 

hor  ~ v e l l  some p r inc ipa l s  were adhered to,  and, on the o ther  

hand, how some pr inc ipa l s  were, i f  not  v i s la ted ,  handled 

loosely. 

(1) I n  the  crossing of a ba t t a l i on  of the 34th Division, 

t h e  engineers missed t h e  crossin6 point  decided upon during 

the  reconnaissance. This e r ro r  caused a considerable delay i n  
i 

the b a t t a l i 3 n ' s  crossing. Since the  mistake ,sfas not due t o  

enemy act ion,  i t  i s  unforgivable. Proper marking of routes 

and praoper use of guides woiild have prevented th i s .  

( 2 )  An element of the 54th Division r e l i e d  en t i r e -  

l y  topon the use of a s sau l t  boats t o  e f f ec t  i t s  crossing. 

Since information concerning the  r a t e  of flow of the  r i v e r  

was already i n  t h e i r  hands, they most ce r t a in ly  should have 

prepare6 alternate plans f o r  the  crossing. A s  a r e s u l t  of 

t h i s  oneness of plan, when the assau l t  boats  had d r i f t e d  so 

f a r  downstreem,after a fern t r i p s ,  so as  t o  be useless ,  the  

remainaer of the b a t t a l i o n  had to make an emergency crossing 

by waaing th ru  water shoulder high ~ i t h o u t  the  benefi t  of 

guide ropes. Two men were drowned and most of t h e  radio 

s e t s  aere  rendered useless .  



( 3 )  Since the engineers were unable t o  bui ld  any 

bridges i n  the zone of advance of the  34th Division u n t i l  the  

morning of 14 October, supplies  dwindled t o  a c r i t i c a l l y  low 

l eve l .  Had the  d iv i s ion  been ordered t o  advance against  

determined res is tance ,  p r i o r  t o  the  night  of the  14th, i t  

would have been unable t o  do so. 

( 4 )  The Third Livision, i n  having most of i t s  impro- 

vised r a f t s  broken up i n  the swi f t  current ,  founa out t ha t  

improvised means a r e  no subs t i t u t e  fo r  standard means. A l l  

e f f o r t s  should be exhausted i n  an attempt to ge t  t h e  necessary 

number of standard items to accomplish the job a t  hand. 

(5 )  The splendid job of the  engineers i n  building the  

bridge i n  the T r i f l i s c o  Gap cannot be overemphasized. Despite 

constant, preregis tered  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  the  work on the bridge 

d id  not stop. The importance of the bridge can be seen from the 

f a c t  t ha t  7,200 vehicles  passed over i t  i n  the  f i r s t  f i v e  days. 

C. h r i n g  the  advance from the Volturno to  near the 

~u in t e r  Line, i t  vas found tha t  i t  vas not alvays possible to 

maintain contact with the enemy. The German delaying forces ,  

using the rugged t e r r a i n  to i t s  bes t  acivantage and augmenting 

i t  with t h e i r  expert use of demolitions, were able to break 

contact almost a t  w i l l .  There i s  nothing wrong with the  ru l e  

t h a t  once having gained contact,  t h i s  contact must be maintained. 

~~orrever ,  i t  should be pointed out t h a t  t h i s  i s  not  always possible.  

D. (1) The crossing of the Volturno f o r  the  t h i r d  time by 

the  34th Division shows t h a t  there  i s  no subs t i t u t e  f o r  an 

extensive and e x h a ~ ~ s t i v e  reconnaissance. A u n i t  i s  most l i k e l y  

t o  s u f f e r  c r i r p l i n g  losses  i n  passing thru  a mine f i r l d  which 

has not  previo ] s ly  reconnoitered. 

( 2 )   hen the  Germans ceased employing delaying t a c t i c s  

and assmed a ciefensive a t t i t u d e ,  i t  , /as  f o ~ n d  t h a t  he o f t en  



and assumed a defensive a t t i t u d e ,  i t  was found t h a t  he o f t en  

e l ec t ea  t o  defend on the  reverse slope of h i l l s  when i t  was t o  

h i s  advantage t o  do so. I n  this way, his  posi t ions  avoided the  

e f f ec t s  of our massed a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and the  f i r e s  of most of 

our d i r e c t  f i r e  supporting weapons. This type of defensive 

pos i t ion  was e f f ec t i ve  and proved cos t l y  f o r  us to take. 

(3) The problem of protec t ion against  the  veather 

was a ser iods  one. The cases c i t e d  i n  tizhich men were evacuated 

as a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of the weather were merely representa t ive  

cases f o r  the  e n t i r e  force. The s eve r i t y  of the  winter weother . 
could ce r t a in ly  have been ascertained p r io r  t o  the  operation, and 

the  c lo th ing necessary to maintain the  combat e f f i c iency  of 

the s o l d i e r s  should have been made ava i lab le  t o  them. 

( 4 )  By the  t i m e  the F i f t h  Army reached the Winter Line 

the  combat e f f i c iency  of a l l  of i t s  a iv i s ions  had been se r ious ly  

impaired. This was due t o  severa l  reasons: lack of  spare 

d iv i s ions  t o  be used i n  re l i ev ing  f ron t  - l ine  d iv is ions ,  and, 

men exposed to  raw winter,  f o r  extended periods of time, with 

i n su f f i c i en t  supply of hot meals and protec t ive  clothing. 

LESSONS 

From my study of t h i s  operation, I bel ieve the  outstanding 

lessons t o  be learned are  a s  follows: 

1. The pr inc ipa l  i n  the a t t ack  of making the  main e f f o r t  
-7m-e ---we* 

along the  bes t  rou te  of approach to a  pos i t ion  and launching a . . ",-,*".., :,. ' 

secondary a t t ack  along the  next best  route of approach appl ies  . ~ * u & - - . . r r  A.  ru ..b..-̂ . ".. . - 
t o  u n i t s  of -. . * *- - 

2. In  the  crossing of a  ~ " t i f t l y  flowing r i v e r ,  -. when fording 

i s  a t  a l l  possible,  the use - - -- of guide ropes i s  much more e f f ec t i ve  
---AM--- -..-. 

than crossing by a s sau l t  boat. 

3. Improvised means f o r  e f fec t ing  a r i ve r  crossing a r e  

seldom as e f f ec t i ve  as the  t r i e d  and t e s t ed  standard means. 



(4) Once a u n i t  h i s  forced' a crossing of a b a r r i e r ,  i t  - 
i s  up t o  i t s  supporting troops -to insure  an adequate flow of - ~ ~ - > ~ n - ~ * ~ * - ~ , ~ ~ , - ~ . . > ~ , _ " . .  .. _-LU ---_. 

supplies  beyond the bar r ie r .  Jiithout these  suppl ies ,  the 
CLI 

un i t  cannot continue the  advance. 

( 5 )  Terrain and the  use of demolitions W~&-&~,$JII~II 
" --"+pdM -**R.ma .-------' 

enemy t o  break contact. - 
( 6 )  There i s  no subs t i t u t e  fo r  a thorough reconnaissance. 

m-. 
rT 

( 7 )  A reverse s lo ,e  defense i s  an effectyve defense, 

and may prove t o  be the  most cos t ly  f o r  the  a t t acker  t o  

reduce. \ 

(8) The combat ef f ic iency of troops i s  g rea t l y  lowered 
--,%.*;,*%---- 

' ~ h e n  not given the proper number of hot  meals and=-*'.''''-- - - - -. -.-,r".M-e.-m*.J+ .- 1. 

protect ion against  the  weather. --- .,. . ... 1 e -  -., 
( 9 )  The e f f i c iency  of u n i t s  i s  sharply reduced following 

'---"- - '  P-- 

a prolonged s tay  i n  the f r o n t  l i n e s  without r e l i e f .  
II.,,,,---- 


