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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 442D RRGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
IN PHE VOSGES MOUNTAINS, 29 SEPT -~ 20 MOV 1944
° (BEIKELAND GAMPAIGN)
(?ersona.l experience of e Platoon Leader)

The 4424 Regimental Qombet ﬂ?eam,.' AUS, an all volunteer unit, eften
called, the "Nisei", was made up of Americans of Japaﬁese ancestrye The
composition of this Gombat Team vea s follows: 100th Infantry Battallons
(1ate:r. designated 100th Battalieh, 4424 Infanm;y) 4424 Infantry Reglmeut;
'.5286. Field &rtillery Bat.talian and the 2324 Combati Huglineer Companys The
100th Battalion was the first unit of the team to be sotivated. It was
formed in Haweli shortly after i’earl Harbor and immediately salled for the
States to regeive 1ts Baslo Training whioh tasroon!‘pleted at Camp MoCoy,
h‘iﬁaobmin- The battalion then mved to Cemp Sehlby, Mississippi for
Advenced Treinling amd upon completion, partiocipeted in the War Department
ilaneﬁ.wrs of 1943+ (1)

, The month of ingust found the 100th Battalion emroute to a staging
ares at Qamp Kilmep, New Jeraey, and by the end of the month 1t was preo-
pering to land at the Porti of oran'in. North Africes One week later, 6
September, the Battelion was asslgned to the 34th Division. (2)

From then on the Unit fought separately or as a part of the 442d
Gombet Team from the beaches of Salernt scroas the Volturno and Replde
Rlvqrs through Ceaino, Anzio, Rome, and Leghoru. |

on 1 September 1944, after foroiug a orossing of the Arnmo River in
the Pisa seotor, the 100th Battalion led the left flank of the Mfth Army
in its drive for the Gothlc Lines A fow days later the Battalion was
relieved énd sent to Roaignam-ay-tho-éea to awalt the balanae of the
Gombat Teame | -

Shortly after the 100th Battalion was tarmed, the war Department
oontinuing its policy of allowing all Amerioans of Japanese extraction to

~ bear arms for ﬂheir ecountry, aotivated. the balance ef the Qombat Team;

(1) 4=1, pe 33 (2) A=), pe B
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the 442d Infantry Regiment, 5224 Fleld Artillery Battalion, and the 232d
Engineer Company. This activation took place at Camp Shelby, 1 February
1943, An intense training program was set up for these units and by the
end of the year, the balance of the Combat Team was ready for the fight, (3)

In a haze of waterproofing, crates, inspections, and shipping lists, -
the 442d Combat Team, less the lst Battalion, set sail--Destination,
Italy,

" The 4h2d joined the famous 100th Battalion which was now abtached for
operations and became a complete Combat Team‘gttached to the 34th Division,
Into battle the Unit plunged spearheading the Fifth Army attack, Villages
in their turn were taken by this fighting force after bitter combat as
they fought up the Ttalian Peninsuls, After assisting in the capture of
lLeghorn the Combat Team was detached from the 34th Division and split for
the moment with Lt, Col, Gordén Singles leading the 1l00th Battalion inte
positions on the Arno River, Pisa seqtor,‘lert flank of the Fifth Army,
The balance of the Combat Team, led by Col. Charles W, Pence, iis
Commander, took positions on the right flank of the Fifth Army along the
Arno just on the westérn outskirts of the city of Florence,

The 2nd and 3rd Infantry Battalions of the 442d were given the
mission of holding the line for the 88th Division,to which the Combat Team
was attached and at this point were committed to aggressive patrolling
probing the enemy's positions day and night, This fencing and probing
action continued wntil 1 September when the entire Fifth Army front
exploded into action, OSpearheading the Gothic Line drive, the 2nd and
3rd Battallons crossed the Armo River at flocd tide and were pushing north
along Highway “66" when they were relieved and sent to Roslgnano-By-the-
Sea on the west coast of Ital& Just souﬁh of Leghorn to join the 100th ,

Battalion.

(3) A-l, Pe &4




~ During all these operations the 522d Field Artillery Battalion, and

‘the gjzd Go}nbat Engineer Company aupper‘bed'the Combat Team, The superb
shooting of the artillery was always a great factor in the outcoms of the
battle, sometimes the difference between defeat and victory, The engineers
never seemed to find a job too hard to t.aokle;l. M:Lne field aftér mine
field was cleared, often under artﬂlei-;v' .a.nd small arms fire, Many
bridges were constructed, Whenever a river was to be forced, an engineer
officer was included as a member of an Infantry Patrol. Crossings were
made to the enemy side for necessar} engineer information to help
a..ccomplish the migsion,

Thus, a great fighting bYeam was now asgsembled at Rosignano-By-the-Sea
awaiting orders, The waiting time was quite short; orders were issued to
move to Naples, The movemeni{ by land and ses was completed in good time,
Arriving in Napleé the 442d was immedistely bivouacked in a staging area
better lmowr; as the "Dust Bowl", Waterproofing was agaln in fashion, To

all troops, this meant a boat :Eide somewhere, This proved to be correoﬁ.’

 ASSIGNMENT TO 7TH U, S, ARMY
The Regiment had been assigned.to the 7th Army during the initia!!.

planning stage for Operation Dragoon, the Invasion of Southern Frances
Plans called for the Nisel to be in France by D 4 45 and that was the
Regiment's destination, (4)

DEDART ITALY -~ ARRIVE FRANCE

On 25 September, the coniroy consis'birig of_'four transports and their
destroyer escorts made way from the Bay of Naples up the Italian Boot
through the Straits of Bonifaclo lying between Sﬁrdjnia and Corsice and
to Mai'seille arriving 29 September 1944, The Combat Team debarked via

~ the Jacob's Ladder into LCVP!s and were pru'b ashore late in the afternoon,

(4) Statement -~ Lit, Col. Gordon Singles, CO, 100th Bn




That evening found part of the Team .bivouacked' in one of the olty parks
of Marssilles The balance of the beam including the 100th Battalion hed

" moved to Septemaé. 8 nearby suburb. Early' the next morning trucks moved
“the 'Unit t0-a steging area not fer from Alx. The w_eaﬁher. the next few
deys, wes Just a preview of whet was to comee ©On 16 Qctober, the Uombat
Team, leas its 34 Battauon,' moved out of the mud, entrucked, and with the
rain .playing a shaerp tattoo on the tarpeuliss of the G!Ec'gs, the two
Battalions were on their 'way to the fronts The 3d Battaiien,_ entraining
the next moruning in 40'and 8's wes folldwin’g close behinde '

. The nove up the Rhone Valley through Bourg, Besencon, Vesoul, and
finally ta__EpinaJ_. wes ma;ie in three wet,'cold-, wéary days with onl_y ohe
1ncident'.- Passing through Montelimay the men saw the shattered remnants
of a German 19th Army horse and motor convoy which had been knocked out by
the 54 end 36th UsSe Infantry Divisions and which had then been well worked
over'by the 12th Tacticel 4lr Foroes This incident is mentloned as it vas
a_a‘;‘ine morale boofster' and for some time after, the unit wes in high spirits.

Afterncon of 12 eotebe:j found the quh.&t Yeam, less lts 3d Batbal:.l.on,'
in Bivouac i'n e rear Assembly Ares in the vicinlty of charmois-ﬁovant-
Bruyeres approximately four miles from the MLRs The next dey it was made
kuown to all tyoops 'that the vteo.m'was now etteched to the 36th Infentry
Division, & part of the VI Corps, Tth Army.

At this tihe it seems apropos to soquaint the reeder as to the sltu-
ation 'exlstiug. on the 7th Army front and to give some of the underlying
redeons for this situation. A& maning_umhar found the rapid offensive of
,véteran '?th' Aimy troops slowlng to a halt-' A‘ ptalemate wae setting ine
G.peratien Dregoen Ia's the offensive wes kuown, had been helted due to a lack
. ct‘. vifal aﬁpvlies; This laok of_'supply- wes also holding up tine 34 Army an
the 7th's left flanke They had been ordered to assume a defensive role until

the necessery supplies could be acoumulated so the attack cduld agaln be

leungheds (5)

(5) &~2, Chapter 16




The Germans were Bow dug_ 1n_on_the steep alopes and forests of tﬁo
Yoages toéth;ll-- Byery dey that American troops remeined on the defeusive,
allowed the Germsus an opportunity to reorgenize seattered troops and once
again weld them into & qspable dang.roﬁn forces General Devers, Commanding
the éth A.rx_w Group, wished to atage an early offensive; bﬁt due to laek of
treops and supplies. wes uzeble to do 80e (6)

The Gimn Arzy on the other hand, m exploitiag the 7th Axny's
asituetion to the utmoate Bnildei reorgenizing their old units, rroih

' troops were drought in to the frout line positions and with thelr shory
supply lines the Germans were putting the fimishing touches on the main
fortificetions higher np in the Vosiges ltonntai.nio

During the la téer part of September Geueral Pa'éch'u 7th Army was in~
ai-m.ee; by the trensfer of the XV Corps to the Tth Armye With the assigne
ment of the XV Corps the 7th Avmy now oconsisted of two Gorpas (7) 'he
7Tth Army issued Field Order #6 which directed the VI ﬂoryl_to advénu on
the Germen winter line on the Meurthe Biver and to take the key olty, hud
and commmnicstions oenter Ste Diee (8)

It Iasj at this time the 4424 Gomﬁét Team now atteched to the J6th
Division joined in the attacks With the lasuing of Pield Order #6, 1t
ween't lovg until VI dorps put out Operation Instructions #1 os 11 October,
outlinlug speretions to secure the Mearthe River line, the first cbjective,
the 01ty of Bruyereas

~SFERAIION 30 QAPIURE BRNTRRES
A warsing order 13 Ootober from 36th Diviaion Headquarters readied

the 4421 for further actione The 13 and M. Oatober waa spent in recon-
naissence of the forward sreas by all commanders with the expeatation of
receiving attack orders momentarilys The miseing 34 Battalion finally
arrived on 14 Cetober, and was immediately orienteds ‘!hn attack order was
received from Division on 14 Ootober, and that afternoom the Regimentel

Comnander 1esued his attmck ordere In general, 1t wes as follows:

(8) 4=3, pe 48; (7) 42, pe 3367 (8) A-R, pe B60e
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Pasa through ror"ard‘e-lemontu of 36th and 4B6th Divisions and attaouki(
Brayeres from the west, 100th and 2d Battalions on the lime, 100th
Battalion en the left, 2d Mattalion on the right, 3d im Reserves (9)
The left flauk of the Begiment was Division's left which geve the mission
éf. flank protegiion and seintaining coutact”to the lert to the 100th
Battalions The 179%h lufentry of the 45th Division was on the Koglmntal
© left and the 1432 Infeutry of the 36th Division on the Regimeut's rignte
In direct support was the Conbat Team’s -532«1 Fleld _Aruilory Battalion and
" the 2324 Oombat Eogineer: Oem;;awo Hission - %0 oipﬁun that pnﬁt of |
Bruyeres in essignel aectors Zime of attack, 0800 hours, 15 Ogobers  The.
attack of -5he 4424 was to ho the mi.n or:torto

Bmeren' natml dotams are goqao Southwest of the town flows the
Tologm Binr appraxtmtoly thirty-ﬁvo fast wides L tumber of irrigation
ditohes from the river turn the swrrounding lend into & marsh thas resirlot-
ing movement to the rosds. High trees growing elong the mecondary roads
leading south had been fallen to bloak travele Oovering these road blocks
wore buildings organized as strong pointa and extensive use was made of
mines and hooby trapse Anti-tank guns and automatio weapons were employed
‘in great numberss Inter-looklng bands of machime gun fire on the edge of
town made penetration rather & rough goe |

Key terrain and oritical features were four hills in the vieinity of
B;naygrﬁc_ Por tectlcal reference they were lettered A; B, O, ﬁo‘ Under
cover of @ early twilight the Hegiment moved. into formerd assembly ereas
Juat alm-t of the Line of D.parturo-

Sporadic sheluug of the ares ‘hhroudnut the night oaused some

oaaualvies and twenty men of Company 4, the reserve Jompeny of the 100th,

- (9) Statement - Lte Cals Gordon Singles, 00, 100th Bn




wore hit before arriving at the I/De XK hour 15 October found the Regiment
surging into aotions The 100th %ttanon ,with C and B Qompanies on the
line moved from its positious 1u.tho Poret-de~Feite up & narrow trail |
toward its lst objeative H1ll 4 passing through the 34 Bettalion, 179th
Infentrys Ouly a short diata/noo was covered when the Kraut opened up with
small arms and auiome tic weaponss Net resmlt for the dey, approximately &
quarter mile gain with the lst objective yat to be takene (10}

The 24 Battalion fared o bettere Moving out through similiar wooded
area, the 2& Battallon encountered heavy amall armes fire and geined very
littles i

Both battalions were being aubjected to 1uténsin mortay and artillery
fires Acourete haressing fire from enemy ariillery allowed tyo Nisel
litsle chence of even fitful sleepe Dawn of 16 October, the Regimeut
pushed on with little change in the situations Road blooks were reduced
end qleared of enemy by the infantrymani but when the engineera came to
toar the road dblooks down, they would agaln be ocovered by die~hard Krauts
wheo would hide until the attack had passed by and then re-man the road
blocks neceasltating additional fighting by the evginesrs to clear the
road blooks ageine

K and P Qompany of the 24 Battalion had acoupled Hill 565, a amal) \
hil)l northwest of Bruyeres, by 1100 hours 16 October bdut were pinned down
by devestating fire when they attempted to push on Hill Be %wo counter=
attacks of battallon s'srongtﬁ supported by artniary, mortars, selfw
propelled guus and tauks were repellede Oue attack came at dusk and the
-Vathor the mext morning Just after dawn-, Forward observers with the
Battalion brought down & reiun of artillery fire from fho 52324 Meld
A.itlllery and 4+2 mortarse This fire broke the back of the attacking
foroe, but the Companies were still flushing Germeus out of their defenses

an hour or more uafter the attuoke Six bagooke teams had been formed to

(10} Statement - Lts Cole Gordon Singles, 00, 100th Bun
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glve battle to the German armored threate
The 100th beat off a hard hitting counter-attack in their seetor
sfter an hour of nip and tuok fighting, where it appeared for & time, the

enesy would break through the positionse (11] Keither of the battaliona

wore able to make any advances toward Hill A and Bs Prisoners from the
19th SeSe Police Regiment aud the 2234 Grenadier Roginent who were captured
by the 1oou_; Battalion kunew little of the dig pioture tut talked ‘ratho:'
freely of the situations existing within thelr companiess All were quite
—mrtain 0f one thing; they lmew every unit had besn ordered to hold until
tﬁo last mene '

The night of 16 Octoder the rain began to fall whipped by a co0ld winde
Intermittent enemy artillery fire added 1ta shrill evil voisce to 2 miserable
nighte On the morning of 17 Cotobar the 100th and 23 Battalions attempted
to resume the of fensive but were stopped as soon as th._auault colpenies
moved into the open toward Hills A énd 8+ Elemanta of the 24 Battalion |
worked down to the bese of Hill 555 which they were ocoupying and menaged
to clear a few houseas dut could ot advance due to the hnévy automatio
weapons firee

The 34 Battalion moved into position on the right of the 24 Battalion
the alght o:t' 17 Octobere The next morning all three battalions smeshed on
iuto the atteck bebind fire from the 5223 Fleld Artillery Battalion and
other elements of Division Artniery- The 100th Bat.tali.ou' threw its
volght egainst Hill A and after sherp olose i’ fighting mecursd the hill
ai; 1400 hours killiag many Germans, oapturing twenty auvtamtic weapons,
end taking one Imndred and nineteen Prisoners of Were (12) After aix
and one~hslf hours of fighting elementas of the 24 Baftalioﬁ mooked out
the key maohine gun in the defense of Hill B with 60mm fire, snd this
hill looated about 200 yards north and mat"or Bruyeres was glearede

(11, 18} Statement ~ Lts Cole Gordon Singles, 00, 100th Bn
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_ ﬂth the olearing of Hill B, L Vompany pusled into Bruyeres fighting
bitterly for saoh house and £inally linking wp at 1820 houre with the lst
Battalion, 1434 Infentry which had attacked the town from the southe A1l
the afterncon of'ls Ootober and pert of 19 Oatober, was spernt in house o
house fightinge No dunrtcr was given and none wes askeds The Germen
fought deaperately and would not even permit aid men to oare for ox
Qvacuﬁto the woundeds

Pinally, with the lst Battallon, 143d Infentry, the 4424 Infsntry,
ageinet aevege machine gun éna_. morter fire, 'mshod the last 1§1ana; of
resistance in the center of Bruyerses and the town belonged to the
Americanas

Prisoners taken in the town fighting were members of the 73éth
Grenadier Regimente sowgal prisonera taken were from Wortress Machine
Gun Bettalion #49¢ !ﬁohlns éun Battalions normalily were not used unless
the Germana 1n£enﬁed to aet wp a.permanent defensive positione Bruyeres
wes defimitely no exssption to thiz rules

On the afterncen of 19 October Hill D was taken by the 34 Battalion
and on 20 Oatober the 100th Eattalion unle;aahod; a vicious attagic that drove
~ the Geyman from Eill O, oenoiuding the operations to oapturo Bruyerese (13)

OEERATIONS ICWARD BAST AND O'QONKCR TASK JORQR

With the Corps mission of teking the Winter Line in mind, Division
ordered the Combat Team t0 contimue th-e'att'acxo ﬁithout a panse the teen
‘pushed to the sdste Hill D eaa arormntioned, was takeun by the 2& and 34
Battalionse In so doing tﬁo battalions had heen forced to by-pasa sirong
aual of resiatance t0 contimue tho- atm and fualfill their missione
A8 the 24 apd 334 Battelions drove forward, fire on the command poats and
reserve sompani uh was received and when the battalions were held up along
8 railroad embankment east of Byuyerss on the edge of the Foret-de-Belmont,
the reserve donpani_os fought tb .olim!.nate these pookets of reslstances

(13) Statement - Lie Cole Jordon Singles, 00, 100th Bm
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Inl_tially, the reasistance had developed slowly but once the battalions
hed contaoted the Kraul battle positions along the railroed embapkment,
the fight wes agaiu raginge By 1800 hours, 19 October the leading cospanies
were dug i on the west side of the embankmens, stopped by ensmy dug iw on
- the sast slde who were determined to holde A4t 1030 hours 20 October, the
eneny launched a stroung counter-attack os the regimental froat supported
by tanks and artillerye -!ho attaokmg force withdprew after oue of the
tank's had bheen kuoaked out by bazooka firee On the afternoon of 20
- October, an eneny armored column was spetted moviog down the read from
Belmont tewai& the iogmontal 'rlanko Colonel Penae, Qombat Team Commander,
sent s Tank, Tank Destroyer, Iufaniry task force to meed this threate
Before the two armored unlts met inm battle fowr thunder bolt fighters
bonbed and strafed the snemye Seven hits were repar ted on the celumnnl

At 1.?10 houré the 24 and 34 Battalions attacked preceded by en
artillery preperatione This tuu. Yhe two battalions oressed the railrcad
embenkment to the edge of the Foret-de~Belmont where they were pinned down
by heavy fire from the Vi'or'oah' The _a_(uéining regiments on elther flank |
bad not edvenced in proportiqn to the 44243 consequently, the 24 and 34
Battalions were a aullient. aten;nng 2000 yards into enemy territorye

Bonev_ing & frontal attaok would be too costly the Regimentel _Oemu&orl. |
alded by reecently ceptured dooumants showlng eneny defense positions, evolved
a plen to hit the enemy on the ls £t flank and at the same time push & frofital
attack with the two batgalionse Ploking the reserve oompauies F and L,
Colonel Pence selected Major Humett Le 0'Conuor to ocmmend this tesk forcee
After prmhtiug hie plen to itz leaders, he bamed the gréupo& units "Resk

Foree O'Oonnor* and had the unit move oute

The task force was to move to the south end of Bill 505 held by the

Gerzans end at dawn on 21 Ootober move to Yhe top of the ridge and attaek
the eneny flank af 0900 hourse The plen worked with clockllke precisions

12




The attack wes launched down the wooded morth slope of the ridges
Campany L, leading the assault, defeated a security group in & ashort
sharp action capturing seversl priéonera- Then, b& prompt usae of rifle
grenades and morters, the garrisonsd houses just outside the woods were
quicily reduceds The oapture of these houses wes an important fegtor in
the success of the missien es it geve the task force obsarvation on the
ground to the‘ enany's reere To complete its work, the task foree now had
te interoept enemy movement, drive a wedge through the foroces roaistiﬁg
the Combat Team, and effeat & junction with the main force. Heavy
casualtles were inflicted by artillery fire directed by the task £oroq'a
forward observer on the enemy positions. Then assault group; begen to
clear the defenders from houses to the north of La B:foqualm- The cepture
of these houses divided enemy forces and trappod” large munmbers of enemy
between the task force and the Combat Teame That afternoon the operation
was complete with the O'Counor Taal# Toroe rejolning the attaocking
battelions at lLe Broqua.im where the lest of the enexy reaiaté.noo had been
mote A disOrgénizcd enemy fled up the valley towerd Belmout and temporary
sa£§W¢ This action advenced the Divisional fﬁon‘a lines about 25600 yards,
produced elghty daad‘éermna. and fifty-si.x Prisoners plus materiele (14)
During this time the 100th Battellon hed not been idle. Noving from
a reserve positionm it followed the O'Conngor Task Force down the seme traill
two hours la;t_or. while the 0'Connor Foros turned to the left the 100th
Bettalion, kept going up the trail following the ridae line to the north-
easte The Bettalion objective was to out the Belmont-Biffoutaine Road
By seizing the high ground around Biffontuinee The rmiping eneny muat
surrender or be driven iuto the sector of the Tth Infantry, 34 Division
now on the Regiment's left. ‘rhq 100th Battalion cut the Belmont~
Bifrontaine roed nef and then moved two companies to the high ground

north of Biffontaine and two oompenies to the high ground aocuthwest of

Bift’ontaiuu
(14) A~5, Eye witness
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The 100th Bettallon, unobssrved by the enemy, dug im to hold theae
posltions until the 34 Battalion ointimulng the attsok could olear the
ground between Belmout and the 100the Belment et this time had Just been
teken by an American Armored Tesk Forces

On 2% Qotober the enemy discovered the 100th Batitelion positions and
launched & counter-attacke The gounter-attack was vot of sufficient
strength to penetrate positions held by the 100thy the situstion wes
bacomling oritical es the 1l00th Battalion was out of food and water and weas
running out of ammunition. Attempta to ;'esupply the Battauoh by Tank-
I_nréntry forces were not successfuls However, conalderable quentities of

Germsn small arms, NG's, AT Guns, and janserrausts with ammnition were

captured 80 that the 100th Battalion reequipped itself with German weepons
end continued to fight without & great deal of imconvenienses On the
following day a carrying perty mansged to slip through the enemy's llnes
over & mountein trall and effect resupplye

During this time the 24 Battalion whioh had been in reserve had been
put in the line to protect the flemk of the 100the This mission was
accomplished in the nick of time as the Germens hed moved bloyole troops
down the Biffentaine Valley during the night to out off the 100th Battalions
A short but bitter fight ensued end the Germen attack was repulsed with
six prisoners captureds On 23 Qotober gftlor & heuse %0 house, room to
room fight the 100th Battallon took B:ltfmmitaina killing & mmmber of Kreuta
and ecspturing fifty eight prisonarss (15) '
_ The r;eliowtng dey, 24 Ootober, al:l. uﬁta of the Combat Team were
relieved by other elements of the 36th Pivisjon and put in Corps Beserve
neay Belmont for rest, hot baths, and hbt mesls which the men needed
desperatelys In these ten days of flghting the enemy guns were nevey

sllent dey or ﬁight and even Gorps Reserve was under fire from the

enewy's heavy artillerye

(156) Stetement - Lte Cole Gordon Singles, GO, 100th Bn
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ACTIONS TO RELIFVE THE ILOST BATTALION

The weapons of the regiment had hardl& cooled‘when the Division
Commander dirscted the Regimental Commander to relieve the 3d Battalion,
14lst Infantry, immediately, Accordingly, Colonel Pence ordered the 2d
Battallon into the fight again, With less than two days rest all of
which was spent under fire from enemy artillery the 2d Battalion effected
the relief at 0300 hours 26 October, The relief was made on the extreme
left flank of the division sector, There was a reason for this urgent
relief of the 3d Battalion, lilst Infantry, The lst Battalion, lilst
Infantry had over extended itself into enemy territory by three miles in
a push down a heavily wooded ridge that was the controlling terrsin
feature of the valley from Biffontaine to La Housslere., A strong enemy
force had infiltrated behind the Battalion and had it cut off. The
Battalion was ordered to fight its way back But was unable to break the
steel ring of enemy fire from automatic weapons by which it was hemmed in,

The 2d and 3d Battalions of the lilst Infantry driving with all the
will and fire powsr they possessed were unable to break through to the
Lost Battalion, This was the reason for putting into the fray some of the
most aggressive troops in the'Army of the United States with the mission--
Save that Battalion. | o |

The balance of the 442d& Regiment relieved the remainder of the lilst
Infanbtry at OLOO hours on a pitch black night 27 October. Losing no time
the 4424 leunched its attack, 2d Battalion on the left, 3d Battalion in
the center, 100th Battalion on the right, "Attached to the 3d Battallon was
Company D, 752d Tank Baﬁtﬁlion and Company C of the 3d Chemical Weapons
Battalion (4.2 mortars), Attached to ths 100th Battalion was Company B,
7524 Tank Battalion, Gompahy Dy, 83d Chemical Weapons Battalion (4.2 mortars)
and Company C, 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion. Fire of the Combat Team's

own 522d Fisld Artillery Battalion was reinforced by that of the 133d
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'Held Artillerys The batteliouns wore t0 be given as much fire support.as
conld be mustered at this time. (16)

Progress wes slows At 1400 houre, 27 October all battalious were
ebreast, but & large gup exlated between the 24 and 3d Battalionse fThe
énéuw took advantage of this situation and mede & tezk-lufentry counter-
attacke The attack hit I snd K Compenies with K Company recelving the
brunt of the atteok on its left flanks i'he attaok was ropelled only after
three hours of furious aotio.:i in which the a_mr penetrated to wlthin
seventy~five yards of the leading Gémpauie's spraying the ares with fire
at point blenk renge. When the Germans withdrew one disabled Mark IV
Pauk wes left behinde |

Before contimuing this sction 1t is necessery 4o give & word ploture
of the terrain over which the Combat Team was ﬁ.ghting- The hille were
: p;eeedingly steep 600=-700 feet in elevation covered with gigantic trses
resching high into the sky with heavy foliage outting off most of the
1ighto Eatw&on these trees were second growth trees from one to two feet
1n dlameters Inkerleced fhroughout ﬁhe area aud eround the trees to the
h;aight-of aomei;ims three feet were tough flberous wvines with long needle-
li.k:e thorns. '_ These thorns wére weapons lu themselves and canalized moh
of the movement to marrow trails. In turn, these trails would be miﬁed.-
end covered by sutometic weapons fire by & clever enemys This was ‘thé
dtémntry that protected the approaches to the Meurthe River and the German
Winter Line. |
: The uext morning 28 October the atteck contimued. The fury of the
‘ﬂ:.g-‘ht wed lntensified and caspalties were asoaring, cesused in the main by
t:i'et. bui‘ata i‘rum enenmy artillery and morter fires There was no way for
tléae ittacking troops to escepe this firee Aid men showed great heroism

dinugarding any sefety they might have with front line platoonss I‘i_.me

(16) 4~1, pe 26, A=2, Chapter 16
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and agrin they exposed themselves to enemy small arms fire in ap attempt
ta 81d a comradee Many were wouanded or killed following the unwritten
code of & front lime medics The only wey aid could be given to the fellen
was: to push on forelug the enemy to retreat allowing the aid men to _readh
the casuslties.

. A8 so00n a5 the enemy lost & portion of ground, he would bring down
aoourate comoentratlions of mortar and aertillery fire almost immediately on
the advancing troopse In the 100th Battalion sector enemy troops pulled
beck across & draws As riflemen of B and ¢ Compeniea started after them,
the Krauts dumped an hour loag barrage in the draw that killed and wounded
tﬁanty of the men caught in the trap and brought the attack in the 100th
Battalion som. to & atand still.

Chaplaing of the 44238 showed no fear often going where the brave
feared to tread. Such was their devotion t¢ the men to whom they gave
myral couragse . _

The 34 Battalion ran into the firat of a series of antitank bloch
on a wegon trail they were followinge A company of infantry usually
mauned theae blook using Panzer Fauast, msohine gun,and morter fire to
.del.ay advancing foroese Deadly eunemy snlper fire took a high %ol in
afficers and mens German ami_pars- were axpert marksmen and most of the
casuelties were from rifle shots placed hetween the eyes or 1# the area
of the hearte The road blook was oleared by heroioc actions of individuals
and the use of the regimental oanuon companye A4 Forward Obaerver from
thé Canunon Company brought direct hits Gown on the block destroying the
barrier and a opunber of enemye _

The two battelions, 100th and 3d had captured seventy prisoners by
nightfall of 28 October and were 1500 yards neerer the Loat Battallon but

only accomplished this with terrible loss of life.
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The 24 Battelion wes fighting a simller war and in sddition wes
protacting both its right and ieft fleunks &a there were large ga_pa on
eaoh slde of the Battalions The 24 Battallon coxlnmandor., setting the atage
- for the oapmre of Hill 617, had Company G dig tn' near the bese of Hill
61.?_ on 1ta mn_t sldes The Company was apaoéd widely apert and gave t}io
appeerance of & Battelion entrenched, Companies E and ¥ moved in two
.8quad 6olumn_a abfeast along & wegon roed from Grebefosse, north through_
Halley in the 7t¢h Infantry's sector. They swung eaaﬁ to avold orogsihg
open ground whioh was undoi- eneny observetion and then south agaian cutting
aocross Hill 566 oceupied by C Company, 7th Infantry and up the ridge mass
.that ran into Hill 817. At.this time i1t wes twlilight and both Company R
and P dug in and héld their pOsitions aatride the ridge.

The Oemmander, Oompany F thinking he had moved down the ridge to a
| point Just above Compauny G (whioch wae dug in at the bottom of the hill)
deolded to ae'nd.a platoon out to conteet G Company, thersby encircling
the eﬁenw dug in on Hill 617 between the top of the ridge occupied by B
' 'and F.-Odmpauw and the ‘bottom where ¢ Company wase Moviug down i.ﬁto the
foreat from atop the ridge, the platoon worked its way forward about 300
yards when 1t ren into heavy automatic weapons fire. Attempting to
advance further, the pletoon met small arms fire from camouflaged fox
holeas It waas scon apparént from the fire belng received thet the enemy’

was inflltrating around the unite’
By this time it was nearly derk so the Platoon Leader decided to try

| and cﬁt through the enemy llinea to friendly poaitioné et what wes heliéved
to be the weakest point. Using two aguads to hold off the cloéing Kraut,
. the 34 s_quad was sent to open & peth through the ensircling enemye This
wea aopomplished after bitter fighting whlch, as tho. darkness 1ncreaagd.‘

' beceme hand to hand combate PFighting its wey out of this trep the Platoon

out tho Kraut wire line and killed &b estimated ten of the enemy ospturing
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twenty prisonerss The Pletoon hed two oasusltiess dng_of the prisoners
gaptured wes the Commending Officer of the 2024 Mountainm Battellon whose
unit was opposing the 24 Battalione

Enemy fb:cma opposing the 100th and 3d Battalions were the 935d
ﬁegimanﬁ, 3384h Infantry Division and the 198th Fusilier Bettallone
Opposite the 24 Battaliap was the 2024 Mountain Battalion newly arrived
| in the qaqtof, (17)

The 100th &nd 34 Battalions jumped off on 29 October, cleared obe
knoll and ran into the enemy's main defensive pomitiones The Kraut hed dug
in positions estride the ridge at its narrowest part. MNansuver was
impossible as the sides of the ridge were too steep and were mined at
this points There was room for two companies in a fronxal.assault- At
this time all battalions received a message from higher headguarters that
thé Loat Battalion's sltuation was becoming desperate and that relief must
be effected immedlatelys The 100th Battallon echelonsd to the right reer,
elected to go around the mine field and attempt to envelop the position
deep ob the flauks (18)

The position of the 3d Battalion allowed no alternative but o attaok
frontallys The attack was launcheds The Batjtalion demander, Lieutenant
Oolonel Alferﬁ As Puraall ordered his Compeny Commanders to turn the
enomy'q right flank, but the alopes were s0 steep the men could not move
wﬁtﬁ any rapldity and many were killed by amall arms fire as they attempted
%o pull themselvas to the top of the ridge by the growth along its slides.

A platoon of tanks game upe The men regrouped end tried a frontel
ssaeult undor the covwer of direot tank f;re but oould not make the summit.
Part way'up.this time they could nelfher move up or down. Morter fire waa

covering the Battallon froate Colonel Purasll teking a gamble ordered

(17) A~2, Chapter 16; (18} Statement - Lt+ Cole Gordon Sipgles,
. 6@, l00th Bn
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£ix bayonets and prepare to cherge. I and K Companies moved forwerd inm
e froatel ajtagk up the slope firing essault fire from the hip. The
enemy fired as repidly as his gans would permite Men were blown to bits
but others took their placess Ameyloan dead and wounded lay' where they
_had fé.lleﬁ over enomy t?euuhes thv were asseultlng, inside enemy dug
outs, on tcp.of enemy zlready dead or dyings The Kraut hed enoughj
he fled from the positions leaving one hundred of his own dead and
fifty-five wounded end all his automatic weapons behiunde

On 22 Ootober the 24 Battalion moved from aat_;rido its position on
the ridge conue.otiing Hill 617 and from information gainad' by the Platoon
cof F Company the dey before they fought down the slopes inte the German
pogitiﬁn& on Hill 617« The Kraut made it a rbugh fight all the way but
could not stop & dejermined atteckers The 24 Bettalion killpd an even
onte hundred Germens ar;d- oaptu_red .forty-one yrisoners. The sitaocks of
29 Ootober had inflicted disastrous losses on the Germans. In malintalning
their gtand %o | the last may es .ordex-ed by Hitler, over ﬁ&ee hundred and
fifty Germaus were captured or killed ou this day. (19)

Thirty October found the 4428 Infentry withinm 700 yards of the
Lost Battalione The terr1b1§ fighting on 29 October hed broken the back
of Germen resistance. Against sporadlc emall erms fire and deadly tree
burete fmm increasning German artillery fire the Reglment moved one '
At 1800 hours & patrol from I Company lod by Techulcal Sergeent Dakeo

Senzakl broke through the last Xraut resistance and made contact with

the 1st Battallon, l4lst Infantry, The Loat Battalione A few minutes

" later a platoon of Uompeny B mede oontact on the Lost Battalion's other
flanks One~half hour letey the mein bodliea of ‘n_o"ah units were Joined,
and the impossible had been acoomplished. |

_ Immediately both batgalions dug in using a oi_roﬁla'r defensive
position arcund the hill-top where contaot had been mades Two hundred
and forty meu of the lat Bavtellon, 14lst Iﬁfan‘try. had been trappod‘

(19) A-1, Eye witness
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in that tightening ring of steel. When rellef was effected, 193 men of
the Lost Battalion, 28 of which were wounded, walked or were carried out

alive. The Combat Teem hed errived just in times

QAMPALGN'S END

On 31 October with battellons at leas than 50 per cent normal strength
an attack was lanuched. %The 24 and 3d Battelions attecked down the same
long ridge mass on which they had been fightinge 1t was finally cleared
that afierncon with the battelions killiug more Germans and ocapturling
elght more priscunerse. During the next three days all units remained
where they were holding defensive positions end probing the enemy's line
to find out the dlsposition of his fo:;cesp - While this patrollling wes
goling on Jerry poured in hundreds of rounds of artillery and the ranks
grow thinner with each passing daye

Three November the enemy attacked lightly held positious in the 34
Battalion sectore 1 and L Compamles caught the Krauts 1n a cross fire,
fo:oing them to abahdon the attaoke

From 3 November to 8 November the 2d and 3d Battalions tried to rua
the Eraut all the way down hill end into the valley but met with oaly
partial sucoesse. The 4424 Hegiment at this point was not the strength
of & full battalion having about seven hundred men im alle Company
strength averaged sbout thirty-five men. comp'anw 1 héd. a total of five
riflemens Qompany X was commended by a Staff Sergeants Most of the men
8till with the unit were suffering from trench-foot and respiratory
diseases due to the almoet complete lack of winter olothing. (20}

The regiment wes relieved on & November and moved to an area near
Lepanges where the men bathed and received new 6101;1195. (21) om0

Noveumber the 100th Battalion was detached and sent to & rest area. (28)

{20} A=1, pe 32; (21] A=l, pe 32; (221 Statement - Lte Cole Gordon
Singles, 00, 100th Ba.
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From 8 November to 12 November, the balance of the Combat Team rested,

The morning of 13 November the Team took over holding pesitions on
the Division left flank in weather of ice and slest, 2d Battalion on the
line, 3d Battalion in reserve, Fifteen November found the 100th Battalion
on a surprise move now several hundred miles to the south taking over
positions in the high Alps on the Franco-Italian frontier, (23)

General Whrite, 7th Amy Chief of Staff, after discussing the physical
eonditiqn of the 442d personnel with Sixth Army Group, decided the Unit
needed a warmer climate and so the 4/42d Regimental Combat Team was with-
drawn from the line on 17 November, 1944, By 20 November they were on
their way to Nice in Southern France, (24)

During the Vosges Campaign, the 442d Combat Team ﬁhrough fighting,
was cut to a shadow of the unit that had landed in Southern France a short
two months beforey In this campaign alone for individusl heroism ten
Distinguished Service Crosses were awarded, | four Presidentlal Citaticns
and one Division Gita.t.ion were received, Numerous other decorations were

also givens (25)

_ ANALYSTS AND CRITICISWS
Gritiquing the opéféﬁioné 61‘ 'tt‘xé l.|1|,2d -Cc;mbat Team in the Vosges
Campaign it will be well worth noting that all missions assigned this unit
were extremely grueling in nature and called for men with the highest type
physical and mental stamina, If may be noted that Corps and Division

Commanders were aware of the capabilities of the Team and exploited it to

the utmost,’

1;' Certain missions assigned often called for the battalions %o

fight with their flanks exposed Lo the enemy most of the tlme, The
primary cauge for this was lack of Infantry units avallable for front
line duty. Commanders stretched their lines bo the breaking point but

(23; Statement - Lt, Col. Gordon Singles, CO, 100th Bnjy (24) A=2, pe 377;
(25) A-l, pe 43, A-2, Chapter 16, A-5
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atiil lerge gaps existed between unitse Other causes were leck of
ooordination between units with regard to their boundaries and future
movements e

| £+ DBefore the battle of Bruyeres, leaders had time to make

a thorough reconneissance end did so. This contridtuted greatly to - the
succesaful outcome of the engagements Leaders had a good knowledge of
where they were and when fighting deep in the forests dlid not lose their
direotion. Constant reconnaissance by battalion co;nmandors and sub~-
ordinate leaders although often limited becsuse of the dense foreast paved
the way to a sucoessful completion of all miseions.

3« Englneer troops in the fighting ‘before' Bruyeres were sent
out to tear down a road .bIOQko This blook had already been olea;-ad of
enexmy by the infentrye Nevertheless, it was remanned by the Germans.

In retaking the roed block the Engineer Uompany suffered ocasualties which
1t could not afford to losee It is thought tﬁat in forest fighting road
ﬁlocks should he held by infantry until the Euglneers can take them overs
This would prevent an infiltrating or hidden enemy from remanning the
barriers and inlﬂioting casualties on britioal troopse Engineer troops
being oritical due to the long period of time 1t takes 0 t‘rai.n an
efficient oombat engineer and beceuse of the shortege of such troops in
.a theater of operationse. | _

4+ Aggressiveness of all leaders during the ulp and tuck
- fighting in and eround Bruyeres wes responsible for lmpetus needed by the
troops to oross the line that spells victorye Individual actioums to

further the advence without regerd to the danger envolved wes a great

B _faotor in mainteining the morsle and eaplrit de corps of the Regimente

5. The diecovery of a muaghine-gun bettalion in the defense of
Bruyeres slerted Us Se Intelligence that the Kraut intended to make e

permanent stand in this sector. Maghine gun battalions wers nevei' used

23




unless the enemy wes lattemptlng t0 hold the ﬁoaition permanentlye

6¢ Although it was necessary to ﬁ#—pﬁaa pool;ats of enemy
resistance 1an the vieinity of Hill D mear Bruyeres, at the same time 1t
‘proved to be e dangerous aotlone All battalions were fighting at the
time when forwerd ocompenies begame engeged in a heévy fire fighte The
reserve companies were fired on from the rear and were attacked by the
by-pas_'ﬁed Gérmana on Hill D. Shorrtly thereafter, a counter-aettack hit
the Hegimental left 'fiaui:- There are no unfavorable oriticlisme regerding
the astions of the Oomha_t Teem (omnander in by~passing pockets of ohew
on Hill D aa 1t wes anﬂoipetsd that all reserve elements would be nseded
to keep .thb attaok movinge Generally, units should not paas around en
aree of resistance without leaving troope to cosntein the eﬁenw. Had the
oounter-attagk on the flank not been repulsed with a8 amall armored forue
e% hand 1t 15 conoeivable that the enemy would have turned the tide of
haule by his atteck on the flenk and rear of 11;113 Oo_mbat Teame

| 7¢ & oriticlam of 'German tactios was that German oounter~atteoks

normally were not in suffioclent atrength t0 be succezsfule

8« The lst Battallon, l4lst Infantry moving out on a battalion
strength raoonnaiaaanoo misaien loat oontact with ite Reglment, over
extended 1tself and wae beyond the fange 0f its own supporte Teotloally
Th.‘l.’s was wrong; however, it is thought the Commanding General 36th Division
arred in raqueating a men aize mission of a amell boye The fighting had
been 1ntsnae during this period and enam.v poaitians were not exaotly known.
To send & company or battalion out by itself on reconnaissanse wes
ioviting & 10st battallon, Just what happeusds

9« Medical Ald m‘n_we}e to be preised for theélr courege in
ga,in'g to the exposed wounded during a fire f2ight. They euffered numerous
' oasualtiaa_ in aotions of thls typee Casuelties in ald personnel would
-not :he.ve been as great. imd these men wailted untll the fight had passed

bye




10 The loes of & number of men from sniper fire and the J&ouraoy
with which the shots were placed indioated the Gern;an Sniper was well
_trainaﬂ in merksmenshipe

1l In holping rescue the Lost Battallioun Liewfenant Colenel
Pursell whose men were ploned down by automatic wespons fire knew that to
allow them to stay where they were would be disastrouse Accoi'dingly he
ordered them to £ix bayonets and move outs This move follows en umwri tten
law in the Ue 3¢ Army, right or wrong do somethinge ILieutenant Colonel
Pursell's order s right ae the position wes teken at oncee |

12+ Poor supply of a oriticel Class 1l 1tem, winter clothing,.

was rosﬁonsihla for muoh of the trenoh-foot and reapirafory diseaseas

The mumber of Germens killed or oceptured, the decorations won,
attested to the aggressiveness and the will to win splrit of the 442d

Combat Teame It was & superlor fighting force.

Oertaln lessons have heen' pieked from this monograph beceuse they
ghow with olarity the right and wrong use of taotios and the violation

- or the following of certain prinoiples as taught in the United States

Armye
le Coordination of m t8 with regard to thelr boundaries and
Ifu'cure movemen;: is esﬂentia.i to prevent geps from occuring between unitse
Se Beeonnaissauce must be continugus &s shown ln the preceding
Ve TR YA S Ry A MR SRR A Y

monographs 4 Company Gommnder beolleving he kmew his location did not

. make & reeonnalssanoe' before ordering a platoon forward iluto eneny

territorys Result, the platoon unearly met disasters

B Raad bloclts if not destroyed 1mmedla.t01y should be held hy

Ll

‘ friondly troops until the enginaare daatroyr them-

4o Eeu ahould be 80 trained and disciplined that {hey are

-

oapable of aggressivo 1ndiv1dual action in an emargancy ‘and able to
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function agelnst the enemy at @ moments noticee

Be S:lmple taotioal plans in gonbst work the bests Exmle:
0'GConnor Tesk B’oroa. '

6o Expert Intelligance peraonnel may obtain 1mpertant 1nformatlon

. e o "
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from soamingly tr:lvial matterss Example: Kaohine Gun Batta}.ien used :I.n
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Dofense of Bruyerea, gave uotiu- that the Germsns were planning to try and
hold Bruyeres as a permenent positione

7+ By~passed enemy. should be aontained.
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8o Gommend fosts of Battallons and larger unlts sbould be
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placed where they do ‘0ot come under diroot ﬂre-

EERa L _‘

9 All 1nfan1xry units ahould oontain expert. mariksmen trainsd
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&8 aniperss
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10. Strong aggressive leaderahlp and common aenae wins battles.

L b e

ll-- Forward observers if allowod %o do their Job will makte the
e RN g M;W‘

AR RS
" advence of the 1ufantry a great d.eal easier by the use of Artiliery firso

A mwmwex-n»a:mum A

12. Hevor uuderestimate the enanw 8 oapabilities.

- Supply mst mnction t0 t‘urnish ‘the praper olothing
: it SRS L b
conaistarm with the weathsr, terrain and mi s8ions

. SRR e ST

14 Gompany M.d Ken ~should be treined 0 walt until the fire

g

ﬁght haa pasaed on and then render First Ald to the wounded. Dead Aid

EY SR

Meu ere of no value %o the units needing thelr service.

1B Eugineozvs, when supporting Iafaantry, ahould be prepared ‘
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to ﬂght like Infantry and when onporating near the front line be on the

PPPRTIPR LA L) s,:;gaﬁ’.‘zt:-“bww

alort for hoatile forcess
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