


v,,:i; AWARDS OF smrm ST m

Under the provzsions of lxmy Pe natlon., 600-!.3 , as Priended ’. a Bilver
, Star Yedal is awarded to the follouins named officer anc enlisted men.

ROBERT Je FISCHER, (0-101;3077 )s First Lieu*enant, st Battery, for
. gallantry in action., On September s, 1943, at ek, Italy, lieutenant
FISCHER, in command of the first ‘mllcon wave to. 1and on the beih, brought.
‘dukw in, landed and begai: unloading bailoons’ despite tie fact that bew
"reaching the beach his vave had beer broken up, separated and ordered
ack to. This action drcw iumediate fire from German 80's- positioned
: nnd dunes behind the beack:, Lieutenant. FISCHER, nevertheles, con- =
t ,Aua‘d'oporatmns and inflated 2 balleo ai‘ter, this ballleny . -
whu only 8 faw feet aloft, burned, whon hit. by an 88,; L.’:.abtenant nscm

>p } AT nedu.,eu f=>1nts alona the\besch. Lieu-'
o *xant FISC‘IE%'S unt‘ rmg eifort‘ in the face of adversity, his. ‘devn..ion to
: dut*r .and his inspiri..; 1eadersm~> are ‘a crecit to the Lyrvicey ref].ect:mg
b tsv finest t,rad:\.’t.ion~ I:nt.erf'd sex'v’:}\ch from Jﬁraey Clt,/, I«ee:-“ Yensey._

,ng if. t< be under enem? Ah init ;
X al ard keeping it in constant
vpntnd the enemy 'from eatt




1 _CLORI'S courage, .coolness and ’f;; e*ard for performance of piésién fébf'
- flect the finest *rqdltlono i of the Uaited States Edtered-
'_service from Brooklyn, New Fork. '

; WILLIAM D. SWICK, (326L,0°/7), Sergeant,’ i+ Battery, for pallantry in
‘action, Sergeant SWICK was. in charge of one dukw which pa:nxclpatea in
~the initial landing of balloons at ##t, Italy, on September s4¢%, 1943,
Ubon making the shore to which he had bepn ordered, ke was ordered out
‘agaiu due to heavy enemy activity. In so doing, he lost contact with the

2 wave cormander. MNoticing that an 1lucrnaue beach had been occupied and was

being used for debarkation, Scrgeznt SWICK dirscied his crew to this beeih,
unioaded zad inflatéd a halloon, in spite of enemy field artillery fire
‘that was bearlnp on the beach. *hen this valloon was shot dovn, he prompt-
ly inflated another, Sergeant STICK!S judgment, courage and grasp of the
situetion reflect the finest t:aditions of the Ammy of the United Statcs,
Enteruc serv.ce from Hoscoe, Ip* York, ~ :

RAYOND A. WICK 3T, (326&0326), Technician Fourth »rade, St Battery,
for galléntry in acticn, After unloading a dukw contairing barrage balloon
equipment at %, Itzly, on September #6:, 1943, he and his crew were temp-
orarily forced to cover by heavy axt;*lerj‘Llre. Wion it wes deemed advise
~ able to move, Technician Fourth Grade WICKERT, in the absence of ‘the ds=
signed driver and under continuous {ire on tiie beach, drove the dukw atout
fifty yards from supplies and ecuipment despite the fact that. the beach
had not been tested for :-incs, Ipter, when the inflatsd balloon #ad been
puncturod by ~hrapnel from an 88 ¢nd vas .in danger of cate! wing fire, Tech=
nician Fourtl: Crade WICKZRT, without regard for _percsonal safety, closed off{‘
the supply of hydrozen and “1chnnc»ted tne inflation. equipment ‘thus saving
both, since the balloon, shortly alucrmerdu was destroyed by an 83, Tech= '
nician Fourth Grade WICKIRT'S coura e, Jjudgment and high regard for perform=
‘ance of mission reflect the finest traditions -of the Army of the United ‘
States, "Entered service irom.buatou Island, hew ibrP.

'RANDOLPH DOER&ER (32629831), Tbcknici’n Fifth Grade, *¥t Battery, for
gallantry in action, After inilating and f1ying a V,L.A.. balloon on the’
beach at ¢, Italy, September.###; 1943, Technician Fifth Grade DOZRNER
and other me” ers of the balloon cfew noticed that their .ballooa was being
brought under enemy antiairersft fire, Detaching the halloon from its
anchorage, the crew, under oliost centimucus {irs, kept the balloon in
constant JOTlOB.OVbP,B,Wide beach arce thus offesing great protection

against cnemy air strafing. ”Lcn this ballcon-was {inally practured by
shraprel, Technician Fifth Gr- DOTIMER with other members of the crew

took the balloon to a rearby "'cw, endeavoring to save the flying wire and
repair tiz telloon. Upon hawtins the balloc., ucwn, the beach area occupied
by the bailoon crew was subjected to strafing by three enemy aircraft, - -
Disregarding the fac: that the winch was direcily in line of fire and pre= .
sented a target, the “rew, refusing tc abandon the cranss which were not
equipped wilh locking devices, lay down on the beach and hell the cranks

in place with their feet, preventing prolable loss of the balloon. Techni=
cian Fifth Grade DOERNER'S cowra e, coolpess and high regard for pexformance .
of mission reflect the finest traditions of the Army of the United States.
Entered servicc from Brocklym, Hew York,




“ga‘llantrj in dction, After infiatifig end flying a V.L.A. talloon on ths.
- beach at ##%, Italy, September #i, 1943, Private First Class BROOKS and -
'”other msmbers of the balloon crew not1ced that their balloon was being

. ~ stant motion over a wide beach arca thus offering great protection agaiast

_crew was subjected to strafin: by three enemy aircraft. Disrcgarding the
~fact that the winch was directly in line of fire and presented a. target, the
‘crew, refusing to abandon the cranks which were not cquipped with locking
devices, lay down on the beach and held the cranks in place with their feet,

- age, coolness and hirh regard for performance of mission reflect the finest
traditions of the Arm of the United States. Entered :crvice from Rose Hill,
North Carolina, '

action. After inflating and flying & V.L... balloon on the beach at ¥,

- tinuous fire, ‘iept the balloon in constant motion over a wido beach area

- BURTON'S courage, coclness zud high regsrd for performance of mission re< i ~,
~flect the finest traditicns of the Army of the United Sbatea. Enterc d ser-

DISTRIRUTION:

WILLIAK ». BROCKS, (3&03;7&0), Private First Class, Battery, for

brought under enemy antiaircreft fire, Detaching the balloon from its
anchorage, the crew, under almost continuous firve, kept the balloon in.eon-

enemy air strafing. Uhen this balloon was finaliy puncturcd by shrapnel,
Private First Class BROOKS with other members of the crew took the balloon
to a nearby winch, endeavorin; to save the flying wire and repair the bal- .
loon, Upon hauling the balloon down, the heach area occupicd by the balloon

preventing probable loss of the halloon. Private First Class BROOKS! covr-

RAYMOND E. BURTON, (32482L09), Private, #i+ Batt.ery, for gallantry in

Italy, Scptember #3t, 1943, Privaie BURTON and other members of the balloon
crew noticed that t.heir balloon was being brought under enemy antiaircraft
fire. . Dct.achlng the ballron from its anchorage, the crew, under almost con-

thus offering .reat protection ageinst enemy air strafing. Yhen this balloon
was finaily punctured by shrapncl, Private BURTON with other members of the.
crew took the balloon to a nc*n'bv winch, endeavoring to save the flying wire
and repair the balloon. - Upon hauling the balloon down, the beach area occu-
pied by the ballocn crew was subjected Lo strafing by three cremy : aircraft.
Disregarding the fact that the wineh was directly in line of fire and pre-
sonted a tapget, the crew, rciusiiug to abandon the cranks which were not

equinped with locking devices, lay down on the beach and held the cranks in
place with their feet, preventin: probable loss of the balloon, Private

v1ce from Vineland, New J(.I‘Sb .
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f~1nder the pro"loions of frny. ;éenulations GOO-LS, as &nep'ic-?" a oilver :
;aeda; is uwarded to the fdllovrlng mmed of’fic'er an" enlis.cd man:

RTYJBF!' P.’ aI.JD (0—3&00]2), uautem,**‘* ::attalion, for 11Pntry in
ion. On Sepuember’ Wity 1943, Geptein KIDD, iu command of Bntu.rv i
ed, with one 4O-mm gz.n and crew, on 3HHt Peac cs in-the vicird ty of **‘*
ro.. Heavy enemy artillery and sxall arms fire, prevailing during the -
’cb, bec‘m evon more intense as delarkation progressed; “inding no
; ble transportation at hand, Captain KIND directed his crew in "man- -
Mndling" the zun off the landing craft orto tlie beach and into position.
blivious of heavy enemy sniper ond machine gfun fire, he ASSiStod in dig-
gl.ng the gun emplacement and in filldnr sand begs for the abutoont P~
‘ ‘_D then directed the fire of. this 40-mn gun and succeeded in "wi:d.ng
at. of enenw mac! ~.inrx guas: v'hu: had previously "n.t‘.icteo numer ]

{or- the re;:nluj gunaner to t&ke ovor,
tly manned a“o e,f iciantlv ~‘1rf~d the piece durmO the n:u
His cnlmk is wi

fe".scf of uh\. bcaches ";oulvi hm*
I8} sat‘cty, Capt. in 'IIDu 1n°=>i .

thoe call of du ¥ is o fine reflt.cfion on *hc c:e.rvice nnd c?e cr&m
.,L pr,..ise. Entf\.reo .\.I'V.’.LCC‘ from Bcdfora, \’J.r'r*‘nia. ‘

ROBI‘IRT . HARBIN, (37259686 florporal '*** Batt!‘lion, 1or "'1lantry‘
in- rction, On Suptcmber et l%,, Corporal FUAREIN, ‘Battery --# fy in come -
mnd of a hOom Bofors axt».uj.rr‘r',ft mn, distina;ui shed himscl., br d;wrting

| lun.d:lng craxt. The beac.. wherc ;.or,porol me"I
_undcr ~'heavv enenv snip 23 a.nr mcaine «gun i ire

i *:;on, but feeling t t the rdsultant hara:ming action mizht :
: "11'3 to withdrew. By acourate ant persistent | ire, he ;orce one !
i 'drem and forced tpe aba.ndorm ub of the other., ¥hen .

o "Iv directed his crm-

L3









