




NILTUAE D. SlICg, (326&0227), Sergeant ,? Batter;., f o r  ga l lan t ry  i n  
action. Sergeant W I C K  nas, in ci:;:.rge of onc dukw which I;=-i;icipatea in  
ttie i n i t i c l  landing of balloo~is 2t *, I t a l y ,  ctl September q', 1943, 
llpan making the shore t o  wtiich 11c; I~ac!l been oriiered, he was ordered out 
again due to heavy enew act.ivity, In so doifir, b.e l o s t  contact wi th  the 

;\ wave ccmder .  L ' t i c ing  thai; zn ,?l'i.ormte beach had been occupied and *ns 
being used f o r  debwkation, F3rpzii. t  SWCK dirsctsd  h i s  craw t o  t h i s  be~.th,  
unloaded r:?d ii:fla-tkd a halloor., in spite of cr;~;~v Field a r t i l l e r y  fire 
tha t  was bearing on the beach. 'Eier, t k i s  ballocrl r13s shot ti~nn, he prompt- 
l y  i,nflated anot!~er. Sergec?xrt Si"ICPS judg,e;-it., courage and @-asp of the 
s i tua t ion  re i lec t  the finest; t:*i.:rlitirrns of tfie A n i ~  of the United Statas. 
Entered serrLce from F!!scua, 131'; 'i'ork. 

RAE!Oh!D A. YV?CK" ;T, (326l+GE226), TBC Imici9:i Fourth Srado, . * Bat$,er;r, 
for g a l l a n t r y  i n  xtli.ln. Af't,er unlondirig a d u b  contairii.ng Tsarrage balloon 
equiprmont a t  *, Itsly, on Se;~lto;;iber *, 1943, he and his crew vdere tap 
orarily forced to cover by hbav:; ar t i l l e ry  f i r e .  \than S t  i a s  deemed advis- 
able to move, Technician Fourti-: fkzde CICNiT, in the absence of the as- 
abgned driver arid urder coiltinwus r'lre ori tire teach, drove the dukw about 
fifty yards from supplies a ~ - 2  eq.-lLr,riient despite the fact; tha'; tdio beach 
had not been t e s t e d  fcr :.i.ncs, I,+-.tor, tvhsn the inflated balloon had been . 

States, '  'Etlterer! scrriss fli-on ,%ateii I ~ ~ a n d ,  Ce:;i 'iork. 

Ecach a t  *, I ta ly ,  SoptemIjcr.*, 1743, Techriicisn F i f t h  bade .WZRNIIR 
and other mombors r,f the 6 a ~ ~ o n  c;iaw, noticed t t iat tii~ir .Snlluoc ?:a< being 
brought under cm~gr ant iahcr ; .  f t Ti*. btsc!~ ls , ; ;  the tic?lloon from its  . 

anchorage, the crew, uridur c7k.nst coritint1o:ls !'ire, ?cspt t h e  b811oon i n  
constar~t r:otion over a ~ i d b  I ? c ~ z G ~  &-?̂:;I thus o i f c . ? i n ~  great protecti.oi1 -.,. against cnetzy a i r  strafizg.  ,il.c.n this ba1lco:i was f i ~ a a l l y  pr";icturcd by 
shrap~el, Tech:Lician F i f t h  C k  - -it: DOEii?2.E td.t;h ct;hc,r fi;cml;erp of tho crew 
took t h e  balloon to, a ri~arby I.', :ci, c ~ d e i r v o r i t ~  t,o savc t.hc fljring wire end 
mpair ti? LC iloon. IJpon !~?.l:C~;n.; i;!-I@ ballrzcr .. cicvm, the beach area occqied 
b y  thu balloon crew tvas sub;"dckoci kc strsfin5 by three enor3  a i rc ra f t .  
Dismgarding the fat: that "tic ;;j.nch was ciiroctl;. i n  Z ' r~o  of f i r e  aud pre- 
sented a target,  the '<rcw, ~ ~ i ' u s i ~ i , ,  tc. abaiic'ton t h e  crsn2.s v!hich e r c  not 

Zntored service 'i'ron ~ r o c k i ~ r n ,  Nclr Yaxk. 



WRLUZ !.. i3RLjOKS, (31$235740), Pri-;ate F i r s t  Class, * Battery, f o r  
gal lantry  i n  action. inLrSa.titig aria flying a V.L.A. balloon ,on the 
b u c h  at *, Italy, Septerrber *# 1343, Private F i r s t  Class BROOKS and 
other  members of the balloon crev noticed that the i r  balloon ma being 
brought under emmy a n t i a i r c r a f t  fim. Detaching the balloon from i ts  
anchoraee, the crew, under abmst cor.tinuous f i ,m, 'kept  the balloon inpeon- 
s+nt motion over a rdde beach area thus offering, groat protection agsiast 
enemy air strafing.  ??hen this balloon was f inal ly  punctured by shrapnel, 
Private F i r s t  Class BROOKS vr:i"ch otlzer mmbers of tho crew took ths balloon 
to a nearby winch, endeavorin; to save the f1,ving wire and repair the  bal- . 
looh. Upod hauling thc Lallooiz c!mn, the hcnctl area occupied by the balloon 
crew was subjected to atraf in2 by t t t m o  enemy a i r c ra f t .  D i s x g a r d i w  the 
f a ~ t  that  the winch w s s  directly i n  line a!' f i r a  and prcser,tea a targot, the 
crew, refusing to  abandon "cx cranks which were not equipped vdth lockirg 
devices, lay down on the e a c h  and held the cranks i n  place 15th t h e i r  fce t ,  
preventjng pwbablc loss of .:tic balloon. Pril.ate F i r s t  Class BROOKS* c0v.r- 
ago, coolness and hiph regard fo r  performance of mission r e f l e c t  tho f imst  
t r a d i t i o ~ ~ s  of the 'h~' of t h e  IJnitcd States. Entered 5crvice from tlosa . H i l l :  
North Carolina, 

RAWND E. EURTGN, (32lbt3ZO9), Private, * Battery, f o r  e l l a n t r y  i n  
action. Aftcr inf'latirlg and f lging n V.L.A. balloon on the beach a t  *, 
Italy, Sptember *, 1943, Private BURTON and ot;i;sr mmbors of the balloon 
crew noticed t h a t  t he i r  balloon rras being brought under ene;qy a n t i a i r c r a f t  
fire. Detaching the b,?ll:-orr iron i t s  anchorage, t9e crs;v, under ahms t  con- 

, pied by the ballocr: crcw was subjectsd to s t ra f ing  by three criemy a i rc ra f t .  
Disregarding the fac t  tlmt 1;ha ;?5-rcii was direct i j t  i n  l i n e  of fire ud ?re- 

vice f r o m  Vineland, New Jcrsa... 

Bg command of &i.gadier fanera1 15,r!?L,b;GZ : 

~ T - ( ~ T T T  ,--? - d ,  ?-X..?-FF'ZI%D. 
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