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CHAPTER L * *
Into the Winter Positions

I 6 December 1944, while it was in the process of resting and refitting its
forces for the final, allout drive to liberate the Po Valley and to free all of northern
Italy, Fifth Army was assigned a new commanding general, Lieutenant General
Lucian K. Truscott, Jr. (See Annex No. 3A.) General Truscott was well acquainted
with Fifth Army, having for many months been a part of it, first as commander of
the 3d Infantry Division and later as commanding general of VI Corps. With his
3d Division General Truscott had fought across Sicily, through lower Italy, in the
mountains of southern Italy in the Winter Line battles of 194344, and at the Anzio
beachhead. During the most critical period at the beachhead General Truscott
assumed command of VI Corps on 23 February. Under his direction the Corps
hurled back the last of the fanatical German attempts to drive our forces into the
sea and built up strength for the final breakout attack, which began 23 May and
culminated in the capture of Rome. He continued to lead VI Corps in the pur
suit of the fleeing enemy as far north as Piombino where on 25 June the Corps was
relieved to join Seventh Army for the invasion of southern France. It was from
successful operations there that General Truscott was recalled to take his new post
as commander of Fifth Army.
The shift in high commands in Italy was the last in a series of changes in the
control of American and Allied operations in the Mediterranean area which had
begun on 1 November when the North African Theater of Operations (NATOUSA)
was redesignated the Mediterranean Theater of Operations (MTOUSA). Con
trol and supply of Seventh Army in southern France were taken over by the European
Theater of Operations. This shift altered administrative and operational functions
of high American headquarters in the theater. The next step was the change in
command of all the Allied forces when Field Marshal Sir Harold R. L. G. Alexander

took charge of Allied Force Headquarters, and Field Marshal Sir Henry Maitland
Wilson relinquished command of it to become head of the British military mission
in the United States. At 1200, 16 December, when General Truscott assumed com
mand of Fifth Army, Lieutenant General Mark W. Clark, previous Army commander,
stepped in as head of Allied Armies in Italy (AAI). At the same hour AAI, which
embraced both Fifth and Eighth Armies, was redesignated 15th Army Group, a title
which had previously been in effect until changed in the spring of 1944.
Numerous changes in the staff of Fifth Army were made coincident with the
assumption of command by General Truscott. Brig. Gen. Don E. Carleton became
the chief of staff, and three new heads of general staff sections were appointed.
(See Annexes No. 3B and 3C.) Col. Edward M. Daniels became assistant chief of
staff, G  i ; Col. Ben Harrell became assistant chief of staff, G3; and Col. Edward J.
O'Neill took over as assistant chief of staff, G4.

A

GEOGRAPHY OF THE APENNINE

REGION

See Map No. 1
On 16 December Fifth Army units were spread along the Apennine Mountains,
mostly north of the divide, with IV Corps on the left, II Corps in the center, and the
British 13 Corps on the right. This mountain barrier, 50 miles wide, stretches
across Italy, separating the continental Po Valley from the comparatively narrow
peninsula up which we had battled from the south. From the Ligurian Sea on the
west to the Adriatic Sea on the east, with only narrow coastal plains on each ex
tremity, extends the almost unbroken line of ridges and peaks, some of which reach
well over 6,000 feet in elevation. The mountain mass is pierced by only a few roads
sufficiently improved to provide passage for a modern mechanized army. The
Fifth Army battles to enter the valley were fought largely along these roads: High
way 1, Highway 12, Highway 64, Highway 65, and Highway 67, and three other
less improved routes angling across the ridges generally in a slightly northeastward
direction. Most of these roads follow the line of streams, varying in size but almost
all at high water stage during the greater part of the winter months.
The great port of Leghorn acted as the funnel through which men and ma
teriel poured in to feed the Army. Three Arno Valley cities, Lucca, Pistoia, and
Florence, contained the dumps from which the principal mountain advances were
supplied. Bases and depots in the vicinity of Pisa serviced the drive up the narrow
west coast. Highway 1, traversing the coastal plain, continues on up the Ligurian
coast line from Pisa toward the town of Massa and the former Italian naval base at

La Spezia. Both these places were in German hands. Well north of the battle lines,
in Germanheld territory, two highways branch northeastward from Highway i
to form possible approaches to the Po Valley. A short distance southeast of La
Spezia Highway 63 begins to thread its way across the mountains toward the city of
Reggio Emilia; just north of La Spezia Highway 62 turns inland to lead eventually
to Parma.
Pistoia, about 30 miles inland, was the hub of the road net feeding the eastern
part of the IV Corps sector. From this city Highway 64 winds its crooked way across
the Apennines to Bologna, passing through the mountain towns of Porretta and
Vergato. Highway 66 runs northwest to connect with Highway 12 at San Mar
cello. The latter road, originating at Pisa, enters the mountains at Lucca, 20 miles
west of Pistoia, and runs through rough country; the villages of Pievepelago and
Pavullo are the only sizable communities encountered until it breaks out onto the
valley floor again at the city of Modena.
Roads serving II and 13 Corps and forming the axes of advance for the main
Fifth Army effort radiated out of the Florence area. Running north through Futa
and Radicosa passes to Bologna, nearly 70 road miles from Florence, was Highway
65 in the II Corps zone. This main route passes through numerous small villages,
none of which is a community of any great size. It is paved but, like all the other
Apennine roads, contains many heavy grades and sharp curves. The principal high
way serving 13 Corps was Highway 67, which runs in a more northeasterly direction
than Highway 65. It leaves the Arno Valley at Pontassieve, 10 miles east of Flor
ence, immediately climbs into the mountains, then passes through Dicomano and
Rocca, and finally enters the northern valley at the town of Forli. Three other less
improved roads served II Corps. Paralleling Highway 65 about 6 miles to the west
is the Prato—Castiglione—Bologna (Highway 6620) route, which connects with
Highway 64 about 10 miles south of Bologna. East of Highway 65 is the road which
formed the principal attack route through the Gothic Line, the Firenzuola—Imola
(Highway 6528) road. This road leaves Highway 65 about 15 miles north of Flor
ence, strikes northeast through Firenzuola down the rocky gorge of the Santerno
River, and reaches level country again north of the mountains at Imola. Yet an
other northeastsouthwest usable road runs from Florence through Borgo San
Lorenzo to Faenza (Highway 6521).
Although this road net afforded a number of routes over the mountains, it
failed utterly to provide adequate lateral communications. Except for one sec
ondary road running west from Firenzuola to Highway 65, the country is devoid
of eastwest roads. As a result Allied units were forced to utilize poor trails and to
construct many routes themselves. Many of these hastily hacked out or improved
trails became practically impassable in rainy weather, and mule pack trains and

human carrying parties were necessary to reach the troops in otherwise inaccessible
mountain positions.
Forming the principal route through the southeastern part of the Po Valley
and connecting most of the large towns and cities south of the river is Highway 9.
This road, on level ground and with many long straight stretches of pavement,
skirts the valley along the northern foot of the Apennines. Between the Adriatic
seacoast, where it leaves Highway 16, and Bologna, it passes through Forli, Faenza,
and Imola. From Bologna Highway 9 continues northwest through Modena, Reg
gio Emilia, Parma, and Piacenza. Bologna's population of over 260,000 people
made it the largest city south of the Po River in the zone of the Allied Armies. North
of Piacenza and the river lies the great manufacturing city of Milan. Twentyfive
miles northeast of Bologna is the city of Ferrara on Highway 64 4 miles south of the
river.
Italy's largest river, the Po, flows in a series of great bends across its broad alluvial
plain 10 to 30 miles north of the mountains. From its source in the Alps to its mouth
on the Adriatic Sea the rambling stream forms a natural obstacle for approximately
420 miles across almost all of northern Italy. For much of the distance it flows be
tween high, thick levees, which in some instances raise the bed of the river as much
as 60 feet above the level of the surrounding land. Between Piacenza and Ferrara
the river was spanned by 12 bridges, which for many months had been the target of
Allied bombers and were almost entirely destroyed. The length of these bridges
ranged from 1,000 to 3,700 feet, and the majority were over 2,000 feet long.
Numerous small rivers and streams course down the northern side of the Apen
nines toward the Po and the Adriatic Sea, and virtually every road through the
mountains follows a small valley or canyon cut out by these streams. The largest of
these water courses in the area of the main Army effort were the Montone, parallel
ing Highway 67; the Lamone, which flows alongside the Florence—Faenza road;
the Senio, 6 miles west of the Lamone; the Santerno, along the Florence—Imola
road; the Reno, along whose banks Highway 64 is built; and the Panaro. Simi
larly, numerous unimportant creeks and rivers tumble down the southern slopes
toward the Arno Valley; but the only large stream in the Fifth Army area was the
Serchio River, which bisected the IV Corps zone. Rising in the mountains north
west of Lucca, it runs a rocky course past Castelnuovo, Barga, Bagni di Lucca, and
Lucca before it enters the valley and turns west to reach the sea 6 miles north of the
mouth of the Arno.
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B. ALLIED DISPOSITIONS

Fifth Army troops had stormed decisively through the heavy defenses of the Ger
man Gothic Line in the Apennine Mountains before a combination of bad weather,
heavy losses, and increasingly stiff enemy opposition had forced a suspension of the of
fensive late in the previous October. Battering their way north from the Arno Val
ley, our forces had smashed through prepared mountain defensesofBcially described as
the strongest German works ever encountered in Italy up to that time. The campaign
to break the Gothic Line continued until lack of sufficient fresh troops to continue
exploitation of the breakthrough, difficulty of supply, and the unexpectedly swift
massing of enemy reserves before Bologna forced us to desist from the attack at a time
when the Allies appeared to be on the verge of reaching the level Po Valley. The
stalemate in the mountains occurred slightly more than 13 months after the beginning
of the Italian campaign on 9 September 1943. From the first landings at the Salerno
beachhead the Army had battled northward through the valleys and mountains form
ing the rough terrain of the peninsula.
When Fifth Army swung from the attack to the defense, American and Allied
troops which composed the Army were holding the longest front they had ever main
tained in Italy. The positions were practically unchanged during November; on
1 December the line ran from a point on the Ligurian coast about 6 miles south of
Massa east and northeast for nearly 130 tortuous miles through the mountains to the
boundary with Eighth Army near Highway 67, 15 miles to the southwest of the Po
Valley town of Forli. On the extreme left, operating under direct Army control, the
92d Infantry Division was thinly spread along a front of over 20 miles. It extended
inland from the sea, across the narrow strip of coastal plain about 4 miles wide, and
almost due east into the mountains and across the Serchio River valley. Here the
front bulged northward as far as the town of Barga on the east side of the river and
then swung sharply south almost to Bagni di Lucca on Highway 12.
The main Fifth Army push to the north had been made in the center; on the left
flank the line had been advanced only about 12 miles into the mountains and roughly
25 miles north of the Arno River. Under command of Maj. Gen. Willis D. Gritten
berger, IV Corps, composed of Task Force 45, the 1st Brazilian Infantry Division,
and the 6 South African Armoured Division, occupied the left center portion of the
Army front. The Corps line threaded its way through the mountains, running
sharply northward on the west of the II Corps penetration toward Bologna. The
left boundary, between IV Corps and the g2d Division, was a short distance east of
Bagni di Lucca; the Corps right flank rested on Setta Creek, which marked the be
ginning of the II Corps sector. Task Force 45 occupied the left of the IV Corps

front. This force, under command of the 45th Antiaircraft Artillery Brigade, was
made up principally of former antiaircraft troops functioning as infantry, including
the American 434th, 435th, and 900th Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons
Battalions and the British 39 Light Antiaircraft Regiment (battalion). The 2d
Battalion, 370th Infantry (92d Division), was also attached. Elements of the British
unit were stationed in the Cutigliano Valley; the bulk of the force was concentrated
in the area northwest of Pistoia. Much of the almost trackless mountain mass in the
western part of the task force sector was ungarrisoned.
The 1st Brazilian Division held a triangularshaped sector north of Pistoia,
guarding Highway 64. Its elements faced the Germans along 15 miles of rough
terrain paralleling the general line of the highway from 3 to 5 miles west of it and
reaching to a point on the road about 6 miles north of Porretta. The division was
deeply echeloned from northeast to southwest, facing northwest. North and east
of Pistoia the 6 South African Armoured Division on the right of the Corps held a
sector extending northeast from Highway 64 to the Corps boundary on Setta Creek.
Four American divisions were crammed in Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Keyes' narrow
II Corps sector astride Highway 65 in the Army center. On the left of this Corps
front dismounted elements of the 1st Armored Division held a short section of the
line adjoining the South Africans. East of the armored infantry the 91st Infantry
Division occupied an even narrower front, with only two battalions in defensive posi
tions. The center sector, which included Highway 65, was occupied by the 34th
Infantry Division; east to the 13 Corps boundary the 88th Infantry Division covered
the Idice River valley and the Mount Belmonte front. The most northerly point
reached by Fifth Army was in this right sector where troops atop Mount delle For
miche and Mount Belmonte could look down into the Po Valley. At the foot of the
mountains in the valley Highway 9 could be clearly seen from Mount Grande on the
left of 13 Corps; here the Army had advanced slightly more than 60 miles from
Florence.
13 Corps held the right flank of Fifth Army with three British and one Indian
divisions on the line. On the Corps left the 1 Infantry Division occupied the Mount
Grande and Mount Cerere positions on a narrow sector. The 78 Infantry Division
garrisoned the next 4 miles of mountainous front, while the 6 Armoured Division
held the Firenzuola—Imola road axis and ground about 3 miles on either side of this
supply artery. The 8 Indian Infantry Division covered the longest portion of the
13 Corps line, a distance of about 12 miles into which a long salient of German
occupied ground reached toward the Senio River. The division stretched across
the Lamone River to a point just west of Highway 67. Eighth Army forward ele
ments had been slowly advancing westward from the Adriatic side, gradually pinch
ing out portions of the division.
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Although withdrawal of Fifth Army troops for rest had begun by i November
and one division at a time was being placed in reserve during the early part of De
cember, the major part of each of the other divisions was concentrated on the line.
Reassignment of heavy artillery pieces to service in France had stripped the Army
of all American artillery heavier than 155mm guns. The majority of the available
artillery other than divisional battalions was in position in the II Corps sector on
both sides of Highway 65.

C. ENEMY

ACTIVITIES

1. German Commitments. About the middle of October, when our threat to
break through to Bologna was strongest, Field Marshal Albert Kesselring, the su
preme German commander of Army Group Southwest in Italy, committed more than
half of the available enemy frontline strength against Fifth Army. On 15 De
cember, 13 of the 28 German divisions in Italy were still blocking us, 9 of them
massed against II Corps south and southeast of Bologna. Since these divisions were
not up to full strength, the numerical total of the opposing forces was about equal.
Six German divisions were delaying the advance of Eighth Army along the Adriatic
coast and westward up Highway 9 toward Bologna, basing their defense on the
various river lines. Four others were spread along the upper Ligurian coast and in
the Maritime Alps, guarding against possible seaborne invasion of the Genoa area
and penetration of northern Italy from France. The i62d Turcoman Grenadier
(Infantry) Division was engaged in operations against Italian partisans in the north
ern part of the country, where action by these well organized guerrilla bands had
assumed such proportions that the enemy was obliged to begin a fullscale campaign
against them. Three German divisions and one Cossack cavalry division were in
the Udine—Trieste region of northeast Italy. In addition to the German divisions,
two Fascist Republican Italian divisions were partially committed in the lines facing
our troops and were also engaged in running down the partisans. Italian units
equivalent to three more divisions were stationed around Turin and Milan.
The boundary between the two German armies apparently ran past the right of
the II Corps sector. Fourteenth Army's I Parachute Corps opposed the left and
center of II Corps, while XIV Panzer (Armored) Corps held the sector opposite
IV Corps. 13 Corps and II Corps were each confronted by LI Mountain Corps of
the German Tenth Army. LXXVI Panzer Corps was opposing Eighth Army.
A third enemy army, composed largely of Fascist troops and known as the Ligurian
Army, was under command of the Italian Marshal Rodolfo Graziani. This force,

which included the Italian Littorio, Prince Borghese, and ist SS Divisions and the
German 34th Grenadier Division, 5th Mountain Division, and 157th Reserve Moun
tain Division, was spread along the Ligurian coast, around Genoa, and in the moun
tains on the ItaloFrench frontier.
The Germans, apparently appreciating that there was now no immediate
threat to Bologna, had taken advantage of the November lull to accumulate a re
serve for future contingencies and to relieve tired divisions, some of which had rested
little since the beginning of the Allied offensive in May against the Gustav Line south
of Rome. The nine divisions which Marshal Kesselring had assembled protecting
the southern approaches to Bologna had built up a heavy defense belt in this area.
He thinned this line, leaving the divisions committed in narrow sectors while at the
same time resting a large percentage of the personnel. Local reserves had consisted
of the greater part of the ist and 4th Parachute Divisions; each enemy division began
creation of its own reserve soon after the beginning of the month of November.
To oppose the western flank of Fifth Army, where our mission had never been
more than to follow up enemy withdrawals and maintain pressure all along the line,
Kesselring used some Italian troops. The sector between the Ligurian Sea and the
Serchio River was assigned to the German 148th Grenadier Division reinforced by
elements of two Italian units, the Monte Rosa Alpine Division and the San Marco
Marine Division. The 233d Grenadier Division was spread from the Serchio River
east to Highway 64, but in the rough high ground east of the Serchio it was rein
forced by the 4th Independent Mountain Battalion. Containing our Bologna
spearhead in the center between Highway 64 and the Firenzuola—Imola road were
the 94th Grenadier Division, the 16th SS Panzer Grenadier (Armored Infantry)
Division "Reichsfuehrer SS," the 4th Parachute Division, the 65th Grenadier Divi
sion, the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division, the 42d Light Division, the ist Parachute
Division, the 98th Grenadier Division, and the 334th Grenadier Division in a series
of narrow sectors from west to east. The 65th Grenadier Division was astride High
way 65. 13 Corps was being blocked by a smaller array of force. The 715th
Grenadier Division was in position from the Firenzuola—Imola road east across
the Senio River, and overlapping the eastern extremity of the Fifth Army boundary
was the 305th Grenadier Division. The enemy had the largest concentration of
artillery massed against Fifth Army that had been encountered in Italy. He out
numbered our forces in largecaliber heavy artillery and from all indications had
plenty of ammunition available. The Germans were estimated to have a minimum
of 370 light guns, 125 medium guns, 17 heavy guns, 160 heavy antiaircraft guns, and
20 Nebelwerfers capable of firing on Fifth Army positions.
2. German Defensive Lines. Evidences of the enemy's determination to hold as
long as possible were not long in appearing. The Germans maintained a tight
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counterreconnaissance screen, and our patrols usually met defensive fires shortly
after leaving our own lines. Reports of our patrols indicated the enemy was busily
engaged in constructing better defenses. This information was borne out by photo
reconnaissance cover, which showed a constantly expanding belt of prepared posi
tions in depth between the front and Bologna. Diggings were protected by wire and
mines and had become increasingly obvious as November passed.
Throughout December the Germans continued to work on their defensive sys
tem both south and east of the city. On the south side the numerous ridge lines
and mountain peaks were organized. Pillboxes were reported under construction in
enemy strongpoints, and a heavy buildup of gun emplacements 3 miles south of
Bologna was shown. The bulk of the German artillery was now concentrated be
tween Highway 64 and the Firenzuola—Imola road. Heavy guns on the enemy left
were sited where they could fire on both the Fifth and Eighth Army fronts. The
towns of Pianoro, 3 miles north of Livergnano on Highway 65, and Vergato, on
Highway 64, became the nerve centers of the defensive system. High, rocksloped
Mount Adone, midway between the two highways, served as an excellent observation
point from which much of the activity behind our lines could be seen.
Several belts of field fortifications blocked the road to Bologna from the east;
by the end of the year the entire area around the city had been transformed into one
of the most formidable barriers the enemy had ever occupied in Italy. Three dis
tinct belts of defenses were identified southeast of the city, based on the numerous river
lines. The Irmgard Line ran along the Senio River, the Laura Line on the Santerno,
and the Paula Line on the Sillaro River. Most of these streams had high flood
banks into which the enemy dug machine guns, rifle pits, and antitank gun positions.
Both here and in the more mountainous region to the south their system consisted of
numerous mutually supporting strongpoints or centers of resistance. Large dugouts
which could house a squad or even a platoon were dug into the hillsides, and the
bulk of the enemy troops remained in such shelters until outguards warned of dan
ger; then they would emerge and rush to man the positions close by.
The main defenses facing Fifth and Eighth Armies ran south and east of Bologna
along a line which included parts of the Mount Grande hill mass, Mount Bello, and
Imola and then continued along the Santerno River. Discounting the aid offered
by the terrain in other instances, this Bologna defense line appeared stronger than
the Gustav, Adolf Hitler, and the Velletri—Valmontone Lines, stronger even than
the Gothic Line itself. By the end of December Eighth Army, slowly advancing up
Highway 9, had come up generally against the Irmgard Line on its left flank adjoin
ing Fifth Army. The strength of this line quickly became apparent when attempts
of the British to push across the Senio River ran into intense resistance which ulti
mately brought the advance to a standstill.

7
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3. Enemy Rear Areas. The Germans were forced to contend with a not incon
siderable amount of turmoil far behind their front lines caused by the Italian par
tisans, well organized and engaged in extensive sabotage operations against the
enemy supply system. Activities of these partisans were encouraged by special
Allied units set up specifically to contact the partisans, to direct their campaign
against German installations, and to provide them with trained military advisers.
British and American agents were either smuggled through the lines or dropped by
parachute into partisanheld areas. Large amounts of small arms, ammunition, and
explosives were dropped from Allied transport planes into remote valleys. British
and American uniforms were sent to the patriot bands for use on the day when an
organized uprising against the Germans was to be ordered.
By December these activities had reached such proportions that the enemy was
obliged to begin a determined attempt to clean up the situation. Elements of sev
eral divisions, including the whole of the uncertain i62d Turcoman Grenadier
Division—which could not be trusted in battle—were engaged in this program, in
which the Germans made considerable headway. Carefully planned attacks were
made against partisan strongholds. The general pattern followed was the institution
of a blockade, followed by a policy of starving out and cutting up the various bands.
Severe measures were taken. The Germans refused to recognize the partisans as
soldiers under international law and executed many of those captured. People who
had befriended or supported the guerrillas also were executed, but less frequently,
and more often were sent as forced labor to Germany. Some of the Italian units
employed in the partisan hunts were of little value due to the high rate of desertions.
The Monte Rosa Alpine Division, formed in Germany in March 1944 and sent to
Italy in the late summer, had lost more than 6,000 deserters by the end of November.
Many of these fugitives joined the partisans; others donned civilian clothes and went
into hiding. Only a comparatively small number of the deserters came to the Allied
lines even though between 20 and 30 a day were apprehended by Counterintelli
gence Corps men and our troops, mostly along the west coast.
Taking advantage of the static lines, the Germans also greatly increased their
espionage activities. Soon after our invasion at Salerno they began training spies
and saboteurs in German schools. Activity of this type steadily increased, and by
the fall of 1944 the enemy began a fullscale espionage offensive, although most of
the apprehended agents were lowgrade. Nearly all were Italians, whose missions
varied from obtaining shortrange tactical information to bringing back long
range political and economic intelligence. Most of them attempted to enter our ter
ritory in the guise of civilian refugees. Ten of these agents, one a woman, were taken
during November while infiltrating our lines, generally along Highway 65. This
activity began to diminish later in the winter when an increasingly large percentage
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of enemy agents were apprehended. Nearly a score were executed after trials before
Allied Military Government general courts martial. Others, against whom insuffi
cient evidence was obtained to warrant death, were given long prison terms or in
terned. One hundred and fifty road blocks were maintained by military police or
carabinieri to control the movement of civilians.
The value of northern Italy to the German war effort was indicated by the
fact that the enemy retained so many firstclass divisions and so much equipment in
the country at a time when they were sorely needed both on the eastern and western
European fronts. Northern Italy produced great quantities of agricultural and in
dustrial products which made a direct contribution to the Germans. Apart from
supplying almost all the food consumed by the German armies in Italy, the country
annually exported more than 140,000 tons of rice, 160,000 tons of fruit, 200,000 tons
of wine, and other products to Germany itself. Much of the equipment for German
forces in Italy was produced in the Po Valley. Figures on ammunition and arma
ment production ran into high totals. Achievements of the automobile industry,
which manufactured 6,400 trucks in the first 5 months of 1944, and heavy weapons
production were also favorable to the foe. Although consistent strategic bombing by
heavy Allied planes cut these figures as time went by, production continued at a
relatively high rate.
The following figures, discovered in captured German orders, give an excel
lent idea of Italy's worth to the enemy: in May 1944 steel production reached 139,000
tons per month, 40,000 tons of which were Bessemer steel. From October 1943 to
May 1944 the armaments industry produced a total of 321,800 tons of iron and steel
for shipment to Germany. From January to May 1944 3,800 tons of zinc were
delivered, as well as 9,000 tons of aluminum, 80,000 bottles of mercury, 38,500 tons
of sulfur, and textiles amounting to 23 percent of the entire German home produc
tion. To May 1944 Italy had supplied Germany with 1,500,000 military boots,
400,000 working shoes, 5,000,000 summer shoes, and 8,000,000 straw shoes for civil
ians in Germany. The enemy also used northern Italy as a reservoir of manpower,
drafting thousands of civilians for labor in German factories and employing many
thousands more on construction of various military installations and defense lines
in Italy and along the ItaloAustrian frontier. Since northern Italy was rapidly
becoming the only sizable manufacturing area outside Germany still remaining un
occupied by the advancing Allied armies, it became evident that the enemy would
hold us away from this industrial region as long as it was possible.

I

D. ACTION IN DECEMBER

i. Plans for Attack. All along the front offensive action, except for minor
efforts to improve positions, had been halted by Fifth Army by i November. Troops
of all divisions dug themselves in for the rest period which it was believed would
last about i month, after which offensive operations would be resumed in conjunc
tion with Eighth Army. Maximum efforts were made to rest all units, with em
phasis on improvement of supply and communication systems preparatory to the
new offensive. Activities of the Army continued to be directed by provisions of AAI
Operations Order No. 3,(x) but failure of Eighth Army to meet the expected time
schedule resulted in a change of plans on 28 November when AAI issued Operations
Order No. 4. {See Annex No. iA.) At that time British troops were engaged in
heavy battles around Faenza, 1 o miles southeast of the line of the Santerno River at
Imola, and were making slow, costly progress in the face of severe rain storms,
flooded, ditch and canalcut country, and stiff enemy resistance. It was, however,
considered essential that the Allied Armies—whose primary mission yet remained
the destruction of enemy forces in Italy—immediately undertake to continue such
pressure against the Germans that the enemy would be unable to transfer any troops
from Italy to either the western or eastern European fronts.
As a result of this directive Fifth Army issued Operations Instruction No. 36 on
29 November when it was estimated that Eighth Army would reach the Santerno
River about 7 December. {See Annex No. iB.) After the river was reached the two
armies were to launch a coordinated major offensive against Bologna. The neces
sity for better weather was another contingency which would help determine the
exact date for the new attack, and the ammunition supply was a possible limiting
factor. Shortly before 1 December an analysis of ammunition stocks indicated
sufficient supplies were on hand to support a 13day attack during December but
that such consumption would result in inability to carry out further offensive action
until after 28 January 1945, by this time receipt of scheduled allocations would again
boost the dump supply to a point which would allow full artillery support to any
operation. Allotments of ammunition to the corps were greatly reduced, and restric
tions of 15 rounds per day for each 105mm howitzer, 18 rounds per day per 155mm
howitzer, and 11 rounds per day per 155mm gun were imposed initially. Later
in the winter the allocations were further reduced.
Operations Instruction No. 36 envisioned a threephase attack by Fifth Army,
the first two aimed at securing key enemyheld positions in the mountains protecting
For text see Fifth Army History, Part VII.
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the approaches to Bologna and the third phase the capture of the city itself. The
main effort of Fifth Army again was to be made by II Corps while IV Corps assisted
on the left and 13 Corps devoted most of its power to providing assistance for Eighth
Army. The first phase objectives for IV Corps were the seizure of the area around
Marzabotto, a village on Highway 64, 6 miles west of Livergnano, and clearance of
ground west of Setta Creek. II Corps was to occupy high ground on both sides of
Highway 65 in the vicinity of Pianoro. In its role of supporting Eighth Army 13
Corps was ordered to attack as soon as possible down the Castel del Rio—Imola
road.
It was estimated that the 28 German divisions in Italy were at approximately
60 percent of their normal strength, which would make them the numerical equal
of about 16 to 17 American divisions. Elements of the six Fascist Italian divisions,
drastically weakened by a high rate of desertions, were believed to reach the equiv
alent of not more than two American divisions. On the line facing the Fifth Army
penetration zone the Germans now had in forward positions 21 battalions of infantry
with 8 more in local reserve, a total force of slightly less than 10,000 frontline ef
fectives. IV Corps was opposed by about 4,800, 13 Corps by 8,700, and the 92d
Division by some 1,900 frontline combat troops. Reserves capable of fairly rapid
intervention, coming from the 90th Panzer Grenadier Division, the 4th Parachute
Division, and the 362d Grenadier Division, were estimated at an additional 7,000
frontline infantry. The lull during November had also provided opportunity for
the enemy to rest his troops, and the German morale was considered to be good.
Despite constant efforts by the air force to block supply routes, the extensive road
net of the Po Valley afforded opportunity to bring in supplies, and the enemy ma
teriel situation was satisfactory except for a severe shortage of motor transport and
gasoline. Positions of the opposing armies were relatively the same as they had
been at the beginning of the rest period.
On 7 December the ground situation had not yet changed materially. Al
though Eighth Army had made some progress, particularly northward toward
Ravenna near the Adriatic coast, the northwestward movement along Highway 9
continued at a slow pace against tenacious German delaying actions. The line of
the Santerno River had not been reached, and the enemy remained in Imola. The
weather continued to deteriorate; ground conditions in the mountains, already bad,
became such that mechanized movement off the roads was almost impossible. With
our forces and those of the enemy so nearly equal in number, it was considered essen
tial that a minimum of 3 days of good flying weather must be assured to enable the
use of our great air superiority in support of the ground attack. Weather forecasters
were unable to foresee such a period with any degree of certainty; as a result the sig
nal to begin the assault was again delayed. The majority of Fifth Army troops were

placed on 7 2hour alert, and efforts were bent toward improving defensive positions
and getting ready for the winter. Snow had already fallen several times and was
shortly due in increasing frequency.
2. Clashes in the Center. Both Fifth Army and its German opponents took ad
vantage of the November and early December stalemate to rest, regroup, and build
up supplies. Rest centers for American and Allied troops were opened in the Arno
Valley, the largest of them at the city of Montecatini west of Florence, where entire
divisions were rotated through for 10day periods of rest. II Corps units principally
were assigned to this location, while IV and 13 Corps made smaller scale reliefs of
their troops. Fifth Army assimilated more than 5,000 replacements into its combat
units; despite this increase the Army remained approximately 7,000 men below
authorized strength at the beginning of December. The Germans also received
thousands of replacements, many of them surprisingly highgrade, to bring their
divisions closer to normal size.
November passed, and December came with little change in the pattern of life
in the deadlocked mountain lines. Artillery exchanges and patrol clashes provided
the principal action during much of the first 3 weeks of the month. The Italian win
ter held the front in its grip, heavy snows covering all the higher mountains and often
blanketing the lower hills as well. Soldiers spent much of their time in improving
their individual living quarters and their defensive positions. For the greater part
of the month both sides were content to let things stand more or less as they were.
In several instances, however, both the Germans and the Allies attempted to
improve their tactical situation with local attacks aimed at valuable defensive fea
tures, but in all cases the net result, after sharp fighting had ended, was a return to
the positions previously held. The bulk of what little fighting occurred in the first
3 weeks of the month involved units holding the flanks of the mountain salient where
each side was sensitive to action by the other. On the main II Corps front itself
there was little activity beyond local fire fights between patrols. On 3 December
the 91st Division, under command of Maj. Gen. William G. Livesay, returned to the
lines, thereby placing four divisions abreast on the Corps front, the 1st Armored, 91st,
34th, and 88th Divisions from left to right. The 85th Infantry Division, under com
mand of Maj. Gen. John B. Coulter, remained in reserve at Gagliano. This grouping
placed the four divisions in their proper zones for the attack; all artillery and sup
porting elements were in position; and infantry assault units remained in rear areas
training for the big push. But conditions deemed necessary prerequisites for the
attack did not develop. The enemy at last reinforced his defense against Eighth
Army. The muddy ground froze, although not hard enough to support tanks.
When the decision was made and D Day set, developments on the western flank again
forced postponement.

The Brazilians northwest of Porretta in the vicinity of Mount Castello were the
object of the first of the two major German assaults launched during December at
critical points on the central and eastern sectors of the Army line. Mount Castello
lies 3 miles east of Mount Belvedere, which the Germans had lost and then regained
during November, and on 3 December they attacked to improve their defense system
in the area. Elements of the 1044th Grenadier Regiment (233d Grenadier Division)
infiltrated against the n t h Brazilian Infantry shortly before midnight on 2 De
cember. The attacks were renewed before dawn on 3 December, and some pene
trations were made before our positions south of the mountain were fully restored
later in the day. Action flared in this vicinity again on 12 December when the
1 st Brazilian Infantry and the 900th Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion of Task Force 45,
attempting to extend their positions in the general vicinity of Mount Belvedere, made
little progress.
Similar lack of success ultimately ended efforts of the 6 South African Armoured
Division to gain possession of the Mount Sole hill mass in the Setta Valley. On 9
December elements of the 4/13 Frontier Force Rifles began operations against this
dominating feature, sending small attacking forces against the northeastern portion
of the mountain. Positions on the lower ridges were successfully occupied, but
attempts to clear additional ground met with severe enemy resistance; on 15 Decem
ber a determined counterattack by the 2d Battalion, 35th SS Panzer Grenadier Reg
iment (16th SS Panzer Grenadier Division), drove the South Africans back from their
recently won positions. The lines were again consolidated essentially the same as
they were before our initial assault.
More violent and prolonged fighting took place to the east of II Corps in the
left side of the 13 Corps sector. In a dawn attack against the British 1 Division on
12 December the 3d Battalion, 1st Parachute Regiment (1st Parachute Division),
succeeded in getting a foothold on Mount Cerere to the east of Mount Grande. In
nearly a day of severe smallunit clashes the 1 Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
pushed the paratroops back and reoccupied the lost ground. Farther to the east,
along the Castel del Rio—Imola road, the British 6 Armoured Division attacked the
next day in an attempt to aid Eighth Army as directed in Fifth Army Operations
Instruction No. 36. A successful penetration down this road would have provided
a threat to the rear of the Germans on Highway 9 who were blocking Eighth Army's
northwestward push.
The attack was pointed toward Tossignano, a village north of Castel del Rio
which had long been the scene of patrol clashes. Preceded by a heavy artillery and
mortar barrage, leading companies of the 2 Rifle Brigade succeeded in placing two
platoons in the village at 0720 and by midafternoon increased the garrison strength
to five platoons. Bitter fighting raged as the 755th Grenadier Regiment (334th

Grenadier Division) put up stiff resistance. German mortars and artillery heavily
interdicted the road leading to Tossignano and it became impossible to reach the
town with additional reinforcements during daylight hours. The enemy finally cut
all communications and in overwhelming force surged into Tossignano on 15 De
cember, killing or capturing most of the garrison. Some elements of the British
forces managed to retire to the nearby hamlet of Borgo Tossignano while Allied artil
lery and dive bombers blasted Tossignano itself. The unsuccessful attempt to wrest
this advanced post from the enemy cost the British approximately 200 officers and
men.
3.

Attack in the Serchio Valley. (See Map No. 2.) Evidences of a buildup of Ger

man forces opposite the thinly held western sector of the Army front were detected
and confirmed by the middle of December. Partisan and prisoner of war reports
that the enemy was rebuilding bridges and repairing roads in the upper Serchio
River valley which had previously been destroyed were substantiated by aerial
photographs. Dismounted enemy troop movements were reported in the towns of
Castelnuovo and Piazza al Serchio where Italian Alpine units and an increasing
number of Germans were said to be concentrating. Prisoners spoke of a "program"
being planned for 28 December. Other sources set 26 December as the date. These
reports were noted by the new Army commander, General Truscott, and weighed
in the light of a new German counteroffensive then under way in France and Belgium,
the success of which might conceivably inspire counterattacks on other fronts. This
enemy capability, which had already been studied and evaluated, was again re
viewed. It was estimated that five enemy divisions could be based in the La Spezia
area. The 148th Grenadier Division and elements of the Monte Rosa and San
Marco Italian Divisions were already in the western sector, and there were some
indications the 157th Mountain Division might be moving to that vicinity. The
Italia Division also was said to be en route south. Reliefs effected by the enemy in
other parts of the Fifth Army sector and on the Eighth Army front might make it
possible to free three other divisions, the 16th SS Panzer Grenadier Division, the 26th
Panzer Division, and possibly the 5th Mountain Division, to back such an attack.
The limited capabilities of the enemy, however, to effect rapidly any largescale
movements were well known. As an objective for a push down the coast, the Ger
mans would have the port of Leghorn, the main base of the American forces. The
great harbor and its installations was at that time protected by one division, the
92d, an inexperienced infantry unit under the command of Maj. Gen. Edward M.
Almond, which was rather widely extended over a broad front.
Meanwhile plans for our own offensive continued with Christmas night ten
tatively set for the II Corps jumpoff. At the same time shifts of units calculated to
improve the overall tactical disposition of the Army were being made. On 23 De

cember Operations Instruction No. 37 attached the 339th Regimental Combat Team
(85th Division) to IV Corps. (See Annex No. iC.) The 337th Regimental Combat
Team (85th Division) and two brigades of the 8 Indian Division were shifted to the
west from reserve and 13 Corps, respectively. The former unit was attached directly
to the g2d Division while the latter were placed under its operational control. In
addition to these forces the 84th Chemical Battalion, the 755th and 760th Tank
Battalions, two 155mm howitzer and one 155mm gun American field artillery
battalions, and two regiments (battalions) of British 5.5inch guns were detached
from II Corps and ordered to the vicinity of Lucca. The remaining combat team
of the 85th Division, the 338th, was held in readiness to repel counterattacks in the
1st Armored and 91st Division zones when II Corps began its winter offensive. By
Christmas Day both the 19 and 21 Indian Brigades had closed in the area around
Lucca. IV Corps was placed in command of the 92d Division sector, and the
South Africans reverted to Army control.
Following probing thrusts by his patrols on the night of 25 December, the
enemy early on the 26th launched several limited attacks in the rugged mountains
on a 6mile front astride the Serchio River. The valley attacks were accompanied
by a marked increase in artillery fires along the coast, but no additional action de
veloped in that sector. West of the river Italian elements and Germans hit the 1st
Battalion, 370th Infantry, near Molazzana, 4 miles south of Castelnuovo, and Com
pany G, 370th Infantry, at the village of Calomini, south and east of Molazzana.
East of the river larger units, identified as belonging to the 285th and 286th Grenadier
Regiments (148th Grenadier Division), attacked the villages of Sommocolonia,
Tiglio, and Bebbio, where the 2d Battalion, 366th Infantry, and other elements
attached to the 370th Regimental Combat Team held outposts. It was estimated
that the enemy was attacking with approximately one battalion down each side of
the river in the first assaults, which were launched without great artillery preparation
but which were accompanied by heavy mortar barrages.
Early in the morning infiltrating Germans occupied part of Calomini; by 1400
Company G had been driven from the village. The 1st Battalion, 370th Infantry,
also gave ground, although fighting on the west side of the river died down consid
erably. Pressure was renewed in increasing strength on the east side where Austro
German mountain troops from the Mittenwald Mountain Battalion joined in the
battle. Sommocolonia, Tiglio, and Bebbio were all occupied by the Germans before
darkness. Led by Italian guides, the enemy had outflanked these villages by climb
ing the ridge to the east and attacking southwest down the slopes into the hamlets
before dawn. Austrian and Italian Alpine troops, some of them dressed as partisans,
spearheaded the assault. Two platoons of Company E, 366th Infantry, were prac
tically surrounded at Sommocolonia, and only 17 of 60 men managed to escape from

the town. A platoon of the 920! Reconnaissance Troop was overrun at Bebbio
although the troop managed to gather most of the men together and retired in good
order, falling back to previously prepared defense positions near Goreglia.
The 2d Battalion, 366th Infantry, retreated slightly more than 2 miles and held
positions along a line from Gallicano, west of the river, across the stream and through
Barga and Coreglia. Shortly before noon Company G, 366th Infantry, suffered
high casualties and, becoming badly disorganized, fell back, leaving a gap about 500
yards wide along the east bank of the river. The road leading to Barga was uncov
ered, and other elements of the battalion were forced to give ground. The 370th
Infantry headquarters was threatened and forced to withdraw; the advance com
mand post of the g2d Division also took new positions farther in the rear. The 1st
Battalion, 370th Infantry, after losing the Calomini outpost, was generally firm
southwest of Molazzana, a mile northwest of Gallicano, but relinquished Gallicano
on its right flank and fell back to conform to the new line established by the 366th
Infantry units. Company F, 370th Infantry, which had been engaged in preparing
secondary defense positions west of the Serchio, was hurriedly moved across the
stream to fill the gap created by the collapse of Company G, 366th Infantry.
To prevent the enemy attack from developing into any formidable threat to our
supply lines the 1st Armored Division, commanded by Maj. Gen. Vernon E. Prich
ard, was detached from II Corps and sent west to the vicinity of Lucca. The 135th
Regimental Combat Team (34th Division) was also attached to IV Corps and moved
near Viareggio. The 8 Indian Division moved up behind the g2d Division elements.
The Germans renewed the attack at dawn on 2 7 December, the weight of their
effort centered in the area between Gallicano and Coreglia. Smaller thrusts were
made west of the river around Molazzana where additional slight withdrawals were
made by our troops. The attack on the east, however, continued to make steady
progress against the 366th Infantry elements and parts of the 2d Battalion, 370th
Infantry. Barga was evacuated in the morning. The enemy captured two undam
aged 57mm guns and turned them against the 366th Infantry, which also lost most
of its heavy machine guns. By 1300 our troops had fallen back from their second
defense line, and the Germans had penetrated through the center as far as the village
of Pedona, on the Serchio River 2 miles due south of Barga.
The 19 Indian Brigade, moving northwest from Bagni di Lucca, established a
line stretching northeastsouthwest from Coreglia across the Serchio to San Romano,
a village slightly more than 1 mile south of Pedona, and by darkness the 92d Division
troops had passed back through the Indians. They were then moved westward
across the river behind the 1st Battalion, 370th Infantry, and on the left flank of the
8 Indian Division, which assumed command of the valley sector. At 2200 Indian
patrols made contact with the Germans.

The following day the enemy began to retire, and our patrols reported only slight
contact when .they moved forward to probe German dispositions on both sides of the
Serchio. After XXII Tactical Air Command had hit the enemy on the 27th with
more than 200 sorties, it followed up with 228 fighterbomber and 24 medium bomber
sorties on the 28th to assist our counterattack. In the next 2 days, 878 additional
sorties were flown over the Serchio Valley and areas behind it while the 19 and 21
Brigades continued pushing back small enemy covering forces. Barga was cleared
on 29 December, Sommocolonia was reoccupied on 30 December, and on the last
day of the year patrols penetrated into Gallicano, Bebbio, and Molazzana against
only feeble smallarms resistance. The object of the German attack was not clear,
although one officer prisoner said it was a reconnaissance in force which might have
been exploited had not our reinforcements been encountered. Approximately 5
battalions had been involved, including 1,000 Germans and 300 Italian troops. At
the end of the action the lost positions had been almost entirely restored.
4. Positions at the Yearns End. Whatever the enemy's intent had been in his
Serchio Valley attack, it contributed to conditions which influenced the decision
further to postpone the projected push against Bologna. On 28 December Fifth
Army Operations Instruction No. 38 announced postponement of the assault and
placed all Army troops on a 9day alert for resumption of offensive operations. (See
Annex No. iD.) IV Corps was directed to protect the Leghorn supply base at all cost,
II Corps was to hold its positions, and 13 Corps was to continue affording assistance
to Eighth Army wherever possible. The 1st Armored Division remained at Lucca
in Army reserve.
At the end of the year the Fifth Army front lines were essentially the same as
they had been for the preceding two months. The concentration of troops at Lucca
had resulted in greatly thinned lines in the II Corps sector. When the 1st Armored
Division was moved, the 91st and 88th Divisions extended their battalions across
the entire sector and pinched out frontline elements of the 34th Division; that
division (less one combat team), under command of Maj. Gen. Charles L. Bolte, was
placed at Monghidoro in Corps reserve. The 17 Indian Brigade took over the sector
previously occupied by the 8 Indian Division; the remainder of the 13 Corps front
showed no change. In the IV Corps sector the g2d Division, reinforced by the two
brigades of the 8 Indian Division, held the coastal sector as far inland as the Serchio
Valley; east of the valley positions of Task Force 45 and the 1st Brazilian Division
were unchanged. The 85th Division was in Corps reserve. The 6 South African
Armoured Division continued defense of its sector under direct Army command.
The first elements of a major reinforcement for Fifth Army were received on 27
December when the 86th Mountain Infantry arrived at Leghorn. The remainder
of its parent unit, the 1 oth Mountain Division, was scheduled to reach Italy in January.
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The Germans had thinned their lines in the central sector opposite II Corps.
Both the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division and the 98th Grenadier Division were
transferred to the Eighth Army front before the middle of December. The 363d
Grenadier Division took over the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division sector east of High
way 65, but no replacement of the 98th Grenadier Division was made. The 1st
Parachute Division extended the width of its sector, and the 4th Parachute Division
did likewise shortly before Christmas when the 16th SS Panzer Grenadier Division
was taken from its position astride Highway 64. About the middle of December
Marshal Kesselring was reported wounded by a strafing Allied plane. General
Heinrich von Vietinghoff, commander of the German Tenth Army and considered
one of the most able enemy commanders, took Kesselring's place, and Lt. Gen.
Joachim Lemelsen of Fourteenth Army reportedly replaced Vietinghoff in directing
the more active Tenth Army, which was opposing the advance of the British.
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Infantry come out of the front lines on Mount Grande, past trucks and Weasels

A German shell hits a target in the town ofLoiano on Highway

Engineers working on a trail, while an Indian mule train passes by

Ammunition for the pack howitzers, at the end of the supply line

CHAPTER I I .

** *
Supply and Maintenance

A
^ x L T H O U G H stiff enemy resistance, heavy casualties, and an exposed right
flank were the primary factors considered in arriving at the decision to suspend
offensive operations at the beginning of November, of equal importance was the
serious supply situation which confronted Fifth Army at that time. Four divisions
of combat troops of II Corps were being supplied almost entirely over one road, High
way 65. From the major supply points in the Arno Valley trucks ground their way
slowly up the steep grades and around the curves for nearly 50 miles to reach the for
ward elements. Overcrowding of this road, a gradual breakdown in the supply
line due to the overworking of the trucks without allowing time for drivers to perform
proper maintenance, and an almost acute shortage of artillery ammunition in the
dumps behind the lines were facts which confronted General Clark late in October.
Torrential rains, which drenched the mountains and the valleys, turning unpaved
roads into almost impassable quagmires, helped him to make the decision to call a
halt.
Engineers strove valiantly to combat these obstacles raised by nature. Often
they were on the losing end; slowly, however, they began to make headway in their
struggles. While the process of defeating the mountains was a long one, after more
than 2 months of strenuous effort improvements could be seen. Construction of
revetments and the installation of scores of culverts began to produce results in a de
creasing number of slides and washouts. The first snowfall of the season covered
the higher mountains on 11 November; on 15 November 2 inches of snow and rain
deluged the Apennines, and the real winter had arrived. The use of chains on
vehicles, constant work by snowplows, and almost neverending hand labor by thou
sands of soldiers and civilians kept the roads open. Not only did the roads remain
passable, but they were greatly improved. Up Highway 65 a steady stream of equip
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ment, food, and clothing moved forward over Futa Pass and into the hands of the
combat troops. Depleted stocks were refilled, and reserves slowly began to be
accumulated.

A.

THE CHAIN OF SUPPLY
See Map No. $

In the mountains beyond the Gothic Line standard cargo trucks could go only
short distances off the main roads. From the cargo truckheads jeeps crawled and
splashed in low gear, low range, along narrow, twisting trails to the foot of the higher
peaks. Beyond these jeep trails it was necessary for mules and men to pack food
and ammunition on to the fighting elements. The rains and subsequent flooding of
many of the ordinarily small streams complicated the problem. Units were cut off
by raging torrents, frequently for several days at a time, and were forced to resort to
many expedients to keep themselves supplied. Rubber boats were used in some
instances to ferry supplies across the streams; at times the current was too swift for
such frail craft, and aerial tramways were rigged along which buckets containing
food and arms were pulled. Occasionally ammunition trailers were dragged through
the stream beds by means of winches. This process was slow, and often precious
ammunition was washed away; a few men were drowned in these hazardous oper
ations.
The lines of trucks from quartermaster, transportation, and combat units moving
equipment forward to the end of the roads were the last link in the long chain of
supply from the United States. Surface convoys delivered the supplies to Peninsular
Base Section (PBS) at either Naples or Leghorn, from which points it was the respon
sibility of PBS and the Transportation Corps to deposit them in Army dumps, located
50 to 75 miles from Leghorn. In practice, however, transportation units under
control of Fifth Army often were required to augment the base section vehicles.
Railroad repairs made it possible to eliminate about half the truckage distance soon
after the first of the year. Items delivered in Naples were shipped by rail to the
north.
Throughout its entire operations in Italy Fifth Army had more varied supply
and service functions and responsibilities than had ever been considered the task of
a field army before the war began. It was unique among American armies in this
respect, and many lessons learned here were put to good advantage in other theaters.
Ordnance items, for instance, could be completely rebuilt at a huge shop established
in midwinter in former civilian automobile factories and dubbed "Willow Run."
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Articles of clothing were manufactured or repaired by civilians working under con
tract to the Army quartermaster. The volume of signal traffic handled both by
Army and its subdivisions reached a high peak, switchboards at Army headquarters
alone averaging 19,000 calls per day.
Practically the entire needs of Fifth Army had to be supplied by shipments from
home or by field expedients developed by all echelons, since there were few resources
in Italy which could be exploited. The Arno Valley contained more necessities than
had been encountered in southern Italy, but they were confined mostly to such
items as could be made by hand and to limited amounts of fresh fruit and vegetables.
Civilian manpower, however, proved valuable. A trip along the main supply routes
of the Army or a visit to some of the installations revealed a mechanical army, highly
specialized, greatly skilled, and at the same time a flexible unit. All this was ac
complished despite the position at the end of a supply line approximately 5,000 miles
long, with forward elements in the rough Italian Apennine Mountains in the dead
of winter.

B. WINTERIZING THE ARMY
Long before the decision was made to postpone largescale offensive opera
tions until better weather conditions could be expected in the spring, extensive steps
had been taken to prepare the command for winter in the mountains. The Winter
Line campaign of 194344 was fought by Fifth Army troops in a mixture of cold rain
and snow; the next winter's battles occurred in much the same type of terrain and in
colder weather with more snow and less rain. But in contrast to the situation of the
previous year, the Army was incomparably better prepared for the bad climate.
The weather caused little suffering and sickness such as had handicapped the troops
around Mignano and along the Garigliano; the improved conditions were indicated
by medical reports of the health of the command during the winter of 194445.
(See Annex No. 2C1.) Infectious hepatitis, or jaundice, proved to be the most per
sistent and difficult disease to combat. The rate increased in the fall months, reach
ing 88 per 1,000 men per year in November and hitting a high of 161 in December.
Strict enforcement of mess and latrine sanitation measures was advanced to control
the disease. Respiratory diseases, however, were remarkably low. The rate in
January 1945 was 130 per 1,000 men per year compared to the rate of 200 for the
Army in the United States in the same month computed over a 15year period.
New and improved types of clothing were largely responsible for the better con
ditions. A substantial proportion of the required clothing was on hand at the be

ginning of winter. The first issues were made on 2 November, although it was not
until almost 3 months later that all units were completely equipped with shoepacs,
the most critical item in the prevention of the trench foot epidemic which caused
thousands of nonbattle casualties in the Winter Line. As late as 27 January the
supply of shoepacs was 8,900 short; men not supplied with shoepacs were equipped
with rubber overshoes, which were a satisfactory substitute for issue to service troops.
By the end of the first week of February the shoepac shortage had been made up, and
receipt of additional heavy socks made it possible to increase the allowance of this
item to six pairs per man. Concurrent with the issuance of the shoepacs went in
structions for care of the feet, which included a daily rubbing to restore circulation
and frequent change of socks so that a dry pair was always worn. Troops in the line
were provided with regular exchange of clean socks "issued with the rations," and
this program resulted in a constant decrease in the incidence of the affliction. In the
week of 1320 January in the type of wet weather and during the time of year when
trench foot might reasonably be expected to increase, only 60 cases were reported
throughout the entire Army; although never very high, the rate during the winter
dropped consistently each month. As of 31 January a total of 1,200 trench foot
cases had been reported. This figure stood at 3,046 on 31 January 1944 and included
only 5 divisions as against 6 in 1945.
Improved outer clothing and sleeping bags also were distributed, based on the
newly adopted principle of using layers of loose clothing rather than heavy, tight
coats to combat the cold. Furlined caps were available for frontline troops,
though not in sufficient quantities to make a complete issue. Combat trousers and
new cold weather trousers, which were heavily lined with wool, completed the winter
uniform. All these new outer garments were water repellent and were designed to
keep out moisture while at the same time allowing damp perspiration to pass through
to the outside. The standard army blankets were augmented by sleeping bags made
of similar wool material, which could be inserted into a heavy canvas outer cover.
Tactical clothing also was necessary due to the snow conditions. Since no reg
ular winter camouflage equipment was available, the Army quartermaster con
tracted with civilian concerns to manufacture several thousand long white jackets
and hoods to enable frontline patrols to blend into the snowy landscapes. Cam
ouflage was also extended to installations. Mesh nets were taken down and artil
lery pieces and many other objects received a coat of white gasolinesoluble paint.
Twenty thousand simple crampons to aid troops in climbing over the icy mountains
also were procured locally. Over 5,000 pairs of ice creepers were received for issue
to the 10th Mountain Division.
Winterization of living quarters was carried out on a large scale. Wherever
possible buildings were utilized, although the men in extreme forward positions usu
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ally were forced to remain in foxholes which they protected from the elements as
best they could. Troops in support and reserve positions, however, dug themselves
in, constructing walls and roofs from empty shell cases, food containers, and other
materials. Pyramidal tents equipped with stoves were set up for use of reserve
elements. Evacuation hospitals, some of which necessarily were located in the
highest part of the mountains where they could be within the desired distance of the
forward elements, were completely winterized. Hundreds of floors and side walls
for tents were constructed; for operating rooms and other important functions Nissen
huts and prefabricated buildings replaced the tentage.
Procurement of fuel for
Army stoves became a major enterprise. Many stoves were equipped to burn gaso
line or fuel oil; others consumed lignite bricks, produced for the most part in Sar
dinia; wood was used less frequently because of its scarcity. An average day's issue
in midwinter included 236.5 tons of lignite and 26.1 tons of wood.

C. OPERATING

THE ROADS

Fifth Army was responsible for administration and operations in all the terri
tory north of the Arno River with the exception of a small area in the vicinity of Pisa,
including the city, which was controlled by PBS. On the east flank the Army rear
boundary line ran a short distance south of the river and included a zone 5 miles deep
south of Florence in which many Army dumps were located. The line struck the
river again 6 miles southeast of Pontassieve, then followed it north to the point where
Highway 67 left the valley and struck into the mountains. Restoring the roads in
this large section to good condition and keeping them usable was the task of the en
gineers. By late fall most of the major highways in the Arno Valley itself had been
fairly well repaired, and throughout the winter months a program of replacement
of Bailey bridges with semipermanent structures over the entire Army area was car
ried on. Late in March Army engineer units assumed responsibility for many roads
which had been maintained by corps engineers in order to allow the latter to be
concentrated farther forward to support the spring offensive.
During the first 3 days of November heavy rains raised the Arno to flood stage
and greatly damaged the area occupied by the 38th Evacuation Hospital just east
of Pisa. The water reached a depth of between 4 and 6 feet, necessitating the re
moval of 495 patients to safety. Much hospital equipment was lost. Highway 11,
the superhighway "Autostrada" connecting Florence, Pistoia, and Lucca and enter
ing Highway 1 north of Pisa, was covered by high water several times in November
and December. In the latter month the construction of retaining walls and steel
floodgates in the vicinity of the Signa Bailey bridge over the Arno reduced future
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danger from floods. For 3 days during the early November rains the "Victory"
Bailey bridge in Florence, carrying traffic from Highways 2 and 67 across the river,
was closed when the water rose nearly to the bridge deck and reached the highest
level in recent years.
High water in the mountain streams threatened many of the minor roads and
trails many times, although the main supply route of Highway 65 was kept open con
tinuously. Fall and early winter weather was more severe than usual. At times
infantrymen, artillerymen, and other troops were pressed into service to help the en
gineers in this struggle. More than 3,000 Italian civilians were also employed by
engineer units for manual labor on the roads. Forward infantry organizations took
charge of maintaining the small lateral roads used to reach their scattered forces.
On Highway 6629 along the Reno River and west of Highway 64 the traffic was
detoured onto a railroad bed from which the ties and rails were removed. Rail
road tunnels here also were utilized. Rain, snow, and the constant pounding by
thousands of chainequipped vehicles caused great damage to the roads. North of
Futa Pass the pavement on Highway 65 virtually disappeared.
Poor weather in winter was made up for by an exceptionally early spring. The
spring thaw, which normally could be expected late in March, came in midFebruary,
and many of the mountains were bare of snow by the 20th. This condition made
it possible to carry out more rapid repair and rehabilitation of the road system.
Crews were kept busy with asphalt patching materials on the highway south of the
pass, and gradually worked their way up to the north side. Their efforts of neces
sity were confined to the times when the highway was dry, but the long period of
good weather allowed them to make great progress. On 2 March the Autostrada
was opened for its entire length when repairs were completed on the section between
Prato and Pistoia, thus aiding the rear lateral Army supply system.
Replacement of temporary and Bailey bridges proceeded rapidly. In No
vember Army engineers built 15 semipermanent bridges, totaling 1,290 feet in
length, and also installed 22 twoway and 48 oneway culverts. The next month's
work included erection of 9 additional bridges, 905 feet in length, and laying of 28
additional culverts. Further progress in the bridge line continued. At the begin
ning of February 19 Baileys were in the process of being replaced. Army engineers
were operating quarries to obtain rocks for roads and fills, and three civilian sawmills
had been put back in production of lumber for Army use. Hillsides were logged
off to provide timber for the bridges. Plans were developed for the ultimate use of
the less battered and more direct Highway 64 as the main supply route once the
troops succeeded in breaking out onto the plains of the Po Valley.
Rigid control of transportation and traffic over the crowded mountain roads was
vitally necessary if proper supply was to be made, tactical movements carried out,
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and transport itself conserved. To accomplish this result six traffic control posts
(TCP's) were set up, three on Highway 65, two on Highway 67, and one on the Arno
Valley eastwest Highway 66. Road movement approval was required for all con
voys of 10 or more vehicles, vehicles more than 40 feet long, all those over 8 feet wide,
and any incapable of a sustained minimum speed of 15 miles per hour. In the av
erage month of January the movement control division of the Army transportation
section scheduled 1,059 convoys with a total of 18,059 vehicles. Highway 65 was
capable of handling 400 vehicles each way every hour past a given point. The
traffic control posts also served as a check on unnecessary or unauthorized use of
Government vehicles. Spot checks were made at various other points by military
police to enforce the conservation of transportation.
The TCP's were used as the framework for a system of road patrol to insure the
flow of traffic even during extreme snow conditions. Additional "snow posts" were
established between the various normal control points, making a total of 16; at each
of these a trouble shooting unit, which included wreckers, snowplows, first aid facili
ties, and emergency rations and fuel supplies, was stationed. The crews of these posts
were charged with aiding stranded vehicles and throughout the winter months av
eraged 35 to 50 "rescues" per week. When snow did not cover the highways the snow
fighting equipment remained on a standby basis while the wreckers patrolled the
road and operated a towing service. Four snow stations were closed 1 March, and
the remainder functioned primarily as recovery posts. All were finally shut down
on 15 March. Large rotary snowplows were augmented by graders, bulldozers,
and snow plow attachments which were fitted to 2>^ton trucks. Engineers of some
combat divisions improvised similar plow attachments for jeeps. Sand dumps were
located along the highway in the higher elevations ready to be spread to provide
traction when ice covered the roads, as it often did whenever the temperatures rose
above the freezing point and then dropped. Military police operated "chain
points" where vehicles going into the mountains were stopped and beyond which
the use of chains was mandatory. At these posts, the locations of which were changed
according to road conditions, vehicles coming out of the mountains removed chains
to avoid unnecessary wear on the roads and tires. Corps commanders were charged
with responsibility for determining the line beyond which lights must be extin
guished and only blackout driving lights used. On Highway 65 the light line was
a short distance north of Radicosa Pass. Despite all these precautions, some loss
of equipment was suffered due to accidents, but traffic was never halted for long; at
no time were serious road closures threatened.
The strain on motor transportation was greatly eased during the latter part of
January when railroad facilities between Leghorn and Montecatini were restored,
and supplies discharged at the port were shipped by train to the railhead at Monte

catini, which could handle 3,000 tons daily. Work continued on repairs to allow
opening of the line farther east to Pistoia and Florence, where yards with much
greater capacity and located closer to the highway supply routes were available.
The Campo di Marte yards in Florence were large enough to accommodate a flow of
5,000 tons of freight each day. Total tonnage handled by rail and truck transport
preceding the opening of the Florence yards averaged between 20,000 and 25,000
tons weekly. German destruction of the ^mile long Serra Valle tunnel about
5 miles west of Pistoia delayed the opening of this line to Florence until April, for a
135foot break in the center of the tunnel and another 286 feet long near one en
trance had to be cleared before the tracks could be used.
In February work was begun on the line along the south bank of the Arno con
necting Florence and Leghorn. This job, which involved bridging the river, was
completed on 27 March, 2 weeks after the Florence yards were restored and 34 days
ahead of schedule. The Montecatini railhead was then closed, but the Pistoia yards
did not open until the north bank line was completed. Work was also started on
the Prato—Bologna railroad, and by midMarch the line had been restored as far
as was possible due to the tactical situation. Repairs were completed up to the north
entrance of the famous 11.5mile long Tunnel of the Apennines, the second longest
tunnel in Europe. Two railheads were contemplated, one at Grizzana, a short dis
tance north of the tunnel, and the other at Vado, a station 12 miles south of Bologna.
It was hoped the former would be ready by 15 May.
Five additional Italian pack mule companies were organized to improve the
supply system in the mountains, making available 15 such units with a strength of
approximately 3,875 animals. Two hundred cargo sleds of iton capacity each were
obtained from British stocks, and 100 ski litters were manufactured locally. These
litters and sleds proved valuable on well packed trails but were of no great use in
deep snow. The new small cargo carrier, the fulltracked "Weasel," received in
quantity shortly after the first of the year, proved of great value in negotiating the
snowy, mountainous terrain.
Working alongside the engineers throughout the winter were signal corps line
men engaged in expanding and improving communications. Many new lines were
strung; hookups were made to the Italian state underground cable system. Circuits
linked all units of the Army, and in preparation for the spring offensive an 8mile
line containing eight open wire circuits was started in February from Filigare on
Highway 65 near Monghidoro to the village of Lagaro on Highway 6620. Enemy
artillery fire in early March prevented the construction of the last 2 miles of this
line. Completion of the system toward Vergato on Highway 64 would provide the
Army the most flexible communications possible until the fall of Bologna.
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D. REHABILITATION OF ORDNANCE ITEMS
Gradually during the winter lull Fifth Army began to build up its stock
of equipment, both in quantity and quality. Emphasis was placed on the rehabilita
tion of the Army's motor transport, and the severe shortage of trucks of almost all
types began to be alleviated. Renovation of trucks was a major goal during the
winter. Acute shortages of certain parts and major assemblies resulted in many
vehicles being deadlined for lack of such items. Principal shortages included front
axle assemblies, front springs and spring bolts, forward rear axle assemblies, batteries,
engines, shock absorbers, copper tubing, brass fittings, welding rods, and flat stock.
Receipt of large quantities of tires in February relieved a severe shortage of this item.
The static situation on the front allowed truck companies to devote more time to
maintenance and repair of their vehicles once the supply dumps had been restored
to the desired higher levels. By February it became possible to withdraw simul
taneously the equivalent of two truck battalions for complete overhaul of their
equipment, designed to put it in firstclass condition for future extensive operations.
Receipt of new vehicles in quantity for the first time in months also improved the
situation, although the flow of new equipment was not high enough to warrant any
decrease in the emphasis on rehabilitation and repair.
At the beginning of the new year the number of engineer dump trucks was so
low and the demand so great that ordnance units converted 45 standard 2^2ton
cargo trucks into dump trucks by altering the bodies and strengthening the beds.
This necessary measure further highlighted the seriousness of the truck situation as
a whole since many of the cargo trucks in the supply services as well as in the various
combat divisions were already below authorized strength and were being operated
far beyond their normal economical life. The arrival of 228 trucks with dump type
bodies, however, ended the need for further conversions, and on 15 January a re
placement program for old trucks was started. Five hundred new trucks were ex
changed for 500 "war weary" vehicles during the next month. This was followed
by a second 500vehicle trade a month later. The base section either rehabilitated
the old vehicles or broke them up for salvage. By the end of February the shortage
of i ^  t o n trucks and dump trucks had been completely eliminated. The re
habilitation program was then concentrated on extensive work on larger trucks,
with 4 tons or more capacity. It was necessary to overhaul and retain almost all
winchequipped vehicles since few new trucks of these types were received. The
first shipments of heavy 10ton semitrailer cargo trucks designed ultimately to re
place the 2^2tonners in Army transportation battalions were received at the be
ginning of February. By the end of March 240 of these trucks were in use. All

vehicles manufactured in 1941 or earlier were replaced throughout the Army, and
fourthechelon repair units concentrated on rehabilitation of armored vehicles
beginning in midMarch.
The most severe and continuing shortage faced by Fifth Army was in light
generalpurpose vehicles of Y\ and ^4ton styles. The former particularly were
needed; at the start of the year the Army was short 997 yiton and 539 2^ton
weapons carriers. Insufficient replacements of these types were received, the num
ber varying from 25 to 40 percent of requirements. In February the 86th Ordnance
Heavy Maintenance Company was reorganized to enable it to do fifthechelon repair
work on these light cars, and plans were made to rebuild, from the frame up if
necessary, all those which had been worn out and salvaged. It was decided to con
tinue this program until all Fifth Army units had been brought up to tables of
equipment authorization. Repairs and new allocations eliminated practically all
shortages by the end of March.
The critical vehicular situation in the winter stemmed from the low priority
rates under which the Mediterranean Theater worked compared to other theaters
and the fact that many shipments actually consigned to Italy were sent to France,
particularly during and immediately after the German counteroffensive there in
December. In addition to many generalpurpose vehicles, the first of the new
M24 light tanks, mounting 75mm guns, and 75 medium tanks equipped with
76mm guns were diverted to the European Theater. Sixtytwo medium tanks of
this type were received by Fifth Army late in February, and an additional 121
76mm mediums and 29 105mm howitzerequipped mediums arrived in late March.
These 150 vehicles were manufactured with horizontal volute type suspension systems
and were fitted with new centerguide 23inch wide tracks, designed to provide
better floatation and eliminate track throwing. Two hundred modification kits
to enable installation of extended tracks and connectors on M5 light tanks resulted
in improved floatation for vehicles thus equipped. Fiftynine M24 light tanks
were finally received in March and issued to tank battalions in exchange for M5
light tanks armed with 37mm guns. These vehicles enabled the 752d Tank Bat
talion to become the first battalion in Fifth Army history to be completely equipped
with the latest model tanks.
Severely restricted artillery programs along the front enabled the buildup of
ammunition reserves, which were lacking early in the winter. Army dumps were
filled; large stocks were built up by II Corps in forward areas; and all depots around
Pistoia and Leghorn, operated by PBS, also were crammed full. By the first of
March it became possible to increase the daily normal allotment per gun to these
figures: 105mm howitzer 15 (increased from 11); 155mm howitzer 12 (8); 155mm
gun 12 (9); 75mm howitzer 15 (11); 4.2inch mortar 5 (4). Ammunition for
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A signal construction crew erects a new openwire telephone line

The winter overhaul of equipment—field repairs on an M18 tank destroyer
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A forward ammunition dump in the snow and mud of the Apennine Mountains

An MP controls traffic on the muddy roads in the 34th Division sector
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British guns also was increased in that month. The daily allocation per gun for
25pounders was raised from 6 to 10, for 4.5inch guns from 6 to 12, and for 155mm
guns from 2 to 8. In February it was necessary to store 20,000 tons of ammunition
near Naples due to lack of sufficient suitable space in the immediate Army area and
in the Leghorn vicinity. This stock could be moved north by rail as it was needed.
Supplies of ammunition in the theater reached the 60day normal supply allotted by
the War Department, and every effort was made to retain it at that level.
Experiments showed that Italian 81mm mortar ammunition functioned satis
factorily in American mortars, and approximately 54,000 rounds of this ammunition
were added to our stores although some difficulty was encountered in segregating
toxic from nontoxic rounds. As of 30 March the ammunition on hand in Army
depots compared to the total available at the end of the fall offensive included the
following:
Type of ammunition

37mm gun
57mm gun
75mm gun
75mm howitzer
76mm gun
3inch gun
90mm gun
105mm howitzer M2
105mm howitzer M3
155mm gun
155mm howitzer Mi718
155mm howitzer M i
8inch gun
8inch howitzer
240mm howitzer
60mm mortar
81mm mortar
4.2inch mortar
2.36inch rocket
4.5inch rocket
7.2inch rocket
.30 caliber (all types)
4 5 caliber
.50 caliber (all types)
(x) Figure unavailable.

Army depots
26 October

n,900
15,437
75>2O°
33,3 2 4
28,614
81,794
28,751
152,636
24,806
15,846
i4>36°
40,706
o
o
o
5 8 ,o75
124,523
(0
22,520
°
o
6,447,248
1,065,800
1,025,705

Army depots
30 March

93> l6 7
24,971
97>876
80,324
40,861
67,014
49>57°
402,118
96>638
40,170
26,957
9 6 >3 61
259
5> 6Sl
14°
2
l!
4> 39
i42>965
74^92
8,146
I
>771
1,30°
6
7> 74>9IQ
854,328
1,780,610

Available
in Italy
30 March

(0
C)
2
4 7> I2 3
358,248
436>246
344>910
4J3>673
1,869,681
2
57>49!
64,664
128,393
3605883
259
IO
>783
H0
O
IO 2I
4 > 3
264,015
(0
w
W
W
«
W

Practically all shortages of major ordnance items other than vehicles also were
filled, although the supply of automatic rifles and grenade launchers remained
critical until March. By 5 February receipt of new mortars and an additional
number of mortar tubes eliminated the deficiency in these items and enabled the
newly activated 473d Infantry to be almost completely equipped. Arrival of the
10th Mountain Division without all its mountain equipment and animals necessitated
some changes in that division's ordnance. It was given towed 105mm how
itzers in place of some of its organic 75mm pack howitzers, leaving each of the light
artillery battalions organized into one fourgun 105mm battery and two sixgun
75mm batteries. Mules for the division were scheduled to arrive from the United
States at the rate of 2,584 in March, 960 in April, and 2,356 in May. Approximately
700 horses were obtained in southern France.
The salvage collection and repair program continued unabated all winter, not
only for vehicles but for every other article of equipment. Large numbers of Italian
civilians were recruited to aid in the collection. Although mountain snows at times
greatly hindered the work, gangs of soldiers and civilians swept their way through
most of the old Gothic Line positions and bivouacs to recover any articles left behind.
February collections from all sources, including old material turned in by Army or
ganizations, at times reached as high as 30 truckloads a day. Weekly collections
averaged between 140,000 and 200,000 items. Most of this salvage was sent to
Florence, where 1,400 civilians were employed in sorting and repairing tentage,
clothing, mess equipment, and any other light items which could be put back into
condition for further use. Heavier articles were evacuated to PBS. By 10 March
approximately 1,000 truckloads of reclaimable material had piled up in ordnance
yards alone. In early spring many of the civilians thus employed were replaced by
Italian military personnel. Special Italian companies were organized to recover
abandoned field wire. Soldiers replaced many nonmilitary personnel employed by
the Army except in some forward areas where no other type of employment was avail
able for civilians.

E. CLASS I AND III SUPPLIES

Fifth Army as a whole ate well during the period of stalemate; except in rare
instances at least one warm meal daily was furnished to the most forward elements.
Nearly threequarters of the issue consisted of B rations, supplemented in the early
spring by fresh vegetables procured locally. The first issue of local vegetables was
made on 5 March, consisting of cauliflower, spinach, and turnips. Variety was

Italian soldiers pile up scrap metal in a salvage collection dump

Sorting and loading salvage clothing at a quartermaster railhead company

The Army's bread, alwaysfresh, came from mobile bakeries such as this

Unit trucks draw their rations at a forward ration dump hidden in a pine grove

stressed as much as possible in the menu. In February, for example, there were
28 issues of butter, 9 of fresh eggs, 7 of fresh fruit, 2 of fresh vegetables, 20 of fresh beef,
6 of fresh chicken, and 2 of fresh pork. A daily average of 65 tons of meat and
other perishables was moved by refrigerated trucks to issue points. Each quarter
master bakery supporting the Army was capable of turning out 56,000 pounds of
bread each day, and the average consumption per week ran to slightly over 900,000
pounds.
Issue of certain staple foods varied throughout the winter, the fluctuations re
sulting almost entirely from changes in shipments received from the United States.
On 5 February the issue of coffee was increased to 100 pounds per 100 men every
10 days; on 24 March it became necessary to reduce this figure to 88 pounds, due to
the scarcity of coffee in stockage at home. Flour was issued on 11 February at the
rate of 100 pounds per 100 men for 10 days. Stockage of food in the ration dumps
was maintained at a 15day level throughout the early part of the winter, being
reduced to a 10day supply after the first of the year. This supply was held at 7
days B ration, i^/i days C ration, Y^ day 10ini ration, yi day K ration, and Y\ day
D ration. At the end of March a total of 935,000 rations was stocked in reserve
depots on upper Highway 65.
Consumption of gasoline was relatively high during the winter when in many
instances it was used for heating stoves due to lack of any other fuel. The average
daily issued to the Army for all purposes amounted to 352,407 gallons for the entire
winter. Rapid construction of pipelines made it possible to transport large quanti
ties of gasoline to forward areas in this manner. A pipehead just north of Radicosa
Pass on Highway 65 was functioning by 23 November. On 5 March another pipe
head was opened at Pistoia, easing the transportation situation on that section of the
Army front. Gasoline storage at the truckhead dump was maintained at 800,000
gallons.
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Training, Morale, and Health

JL H R O U G H O U T the winter the Army prepared its physical equipment and
its lines of communication for a spring offensive. At the same time it was necessary
to prepare its personnel for the forthcoming attack, both physically and mentally.
Men had to be trained in new procedures and techniques, and refreshed on old ones.
Thousands of replacements had to be integrated. Complete retraining of some units
was necessary to prepare them for new types of work; a large percentage of Army
units was reorganized. The morale of the troops had to be maintained at a high
level during a winter in which most of the men lived in the high, cold mountains.
It was necessary to keep a close check on the health of the command.
The program for the winter period was outlined to the corps and divisions in a
letter from General Truscott on 22 January, calling for thorough preparation for
allout offensive operations by 1 April, combined with a constant state of readiness
for combat before that date if necessary. (See Annex No. iG.) To accomplish this
directive a schedule of reliefs was worked out by the Army whereby each of the major
units would be out of the line for a period of 4 weeks. This time was to be devoted to
intensive training with not more than 1 week of the 4 given over for rest, rehabilita
tion, and the assimilation of replacements.
General directives for training of American organizations were handed down
through the training subsection of the Army G3 staff. Practical training, particu
larly by small units, was designed to take advantage of all lessons learned during
previous combat. Great emphasis was placed on high standards of discipline,
physical conditioning, and the use of weapons. The program was directed not only
to divisions in rest but also to those on the front, where similar activities were to be
carried out as much as possible when they did not interfere with operational missions.
Operations Instruction No. 3, published on 26 January, formulated a plan of action
to combine the training program with the tactical situation. (See Annex No. iH.)
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The program was designed to deny the enemy any clues as to our offensive intentions
and prevent him from withdrawing any units from the front. Continued aggressive
patrolling, raiding, and similar measures were ordered carried out tactically; other
activities, particularly the use of radio nets, were to be continued and increased,
partly for training purposes and partly to provide operational security.

A. IMPROVEMENT

i.

OF TROOPS AND WEAPONS

Reorganization, Reinforcements, and Replacements. In the 5 months of stalemate

widespread reorganization of service units took place, with emphasis on simplifica
tion of the Army structure and the grouping of units of one type of service under a
command headquarters, distinct from but closely connected with the corresponding
special staff section. The 2626th Engineer Group (Provisional) was formed to
assume command functions over Army engineer troops; the 2660th Ordnance Group
(Provisional) similarly handled all ordnance battalions and separate companies.
Army signal forces were placed under the 3i42d Signal Service Group and trans
portation organizations under the 21st Traffic Regulating Group. The quarter
master and medical units remained under direct command of the special staff sec
tions. Despite the difficulties presented by the climate and terrain, the operations
of army service units was smooth and efficient, largely as a result of many months
of experience, and the shifting of units and reorganizational moves was carried out
with a minimum of difficulty.
The 2695th Technical Supervision Regiment, charged to the Mediterranean
Theater overhead allotment, was activated by Fifth Army on 11 February to act in
a supervisory capacity to the approximately 16,000 Italian service troops attached
to and maintained by the Army. The 56 officers and 224 enlisted men comprising
the personnel of the regiment, who were drawn largely from the disbanded 45th
Antiaircraft Artillery Brigade, were sent out in small detachments to work with the
various Italian groups. These units were primarily engaged in performing engineer
ing, ordnance, or quartermaster functions. Prescribed duties of the regiment were
the assisting of Italian organizations in administration and procurement of supplies
and rations, transmission and explanation of orders and instructions on technical
operations assigned the units, inspection of the work which they did, and reception
and issuance on memorandum receipt of such technical and special equipment as
might be necessary to carry out the missions. No command function was exercised
over Italian troops, whose activities were directed by their own officers.
The continued virtual absence of the German Air Force enabled the Army to

carry out official reconversion of numerous antiaircraft organizations to other
branches. The 630th Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion, for in
stance, became military police. On 14 January a new separate infantry regiment,
the 473d Infantry, was activated from members of antiaircraft artillery battalions
who had been functioning as foot soldiers for approximately 6 months under Task
Force 45. Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2d Armored Group, and the
434th, 435th, 532d, and 900th Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalions
were disbanded and their personnel used to form the new regiment with an author
ized strength of 143 officers, 5 warrant officers, and 3,049 enlisted men. On the same
date headquarters and operations detachment of the 45th Antiaircraft Artillery
Brigade also was disbanded. The name Task Force 45 was retained for some time,
however, as a security measure, and several organizations entirely separate from the
old force carried this designation for varying periods.
Reinforcements from outside sources were few, the 10th Mountain Division
being the largest single unit added to the Army strength during the winter. In
March, however, in immediate preparation for the final spring offensive, the Leg
nano Group, an Italian infantry unit about twothirds the size of an American
division, was assigned to Fifth Army, and nearly a dozen new artillery battalions
were also received. The 442d Infantry returned from France to add its weight and
prestige.
The first units of the 10th Mountain Division arrived on 27 December, and the
entire division was in Italy slightly more than 2 weeks later. This division was the
only one in the United States Army organized primarily for mountain fighting, and
about a fourth of its personnel had seen service in the Aleutian Islands. The prin
cipal differences between the 10th Mountain Division and a standard infantry
division lay in its transport, which consisted almost entirely of horse and mule pack
trains, and in its artillery, which was made up of only three battalions of 75mm pack
howitzers. The division contained an antitank battalion and a quartermaster bat
talion rather than a company. The men were specially trained for operations in the
mountains, the use of skis and snowshoes and specialized mountain climbing in
struction having been included in its preparation for combat.
Three platoons of war dogs were assigned to Fifth Army in December and were
in action soon after the first of the year. Each of these platoons consisted of 18 patrol
dogs and 6 messenger dogs. Under guidance of their own individual handlers the
patrol dogs accompanied infantry patrols and used their keen sense of smell to detect
the presence of enemy soldiers. The messenger dogs were handled by two men and
ran messages between these handlers, one of whom might go out with a patrol while
the other stayed with the headquarters from which the patrol departed. The
messenger dogs, however, were used less extensively than the patrol dogs.
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MTOUSA made strenuous efforts to provide infantry replacements for Fifth
Army from its own resources when the quota of enlisted replacements from the United
States reached a low ebb in late fall and early winter. A widespread conversion
program, changing troops of other arms into infantrymen, was instituted. This
program and a midwinter increase in arrivals from home combined to provide a
satisfactory flow of new men to the Army. In February and March divisions were
assigned approximately 4,500 officers and men above their tables of organization
strength to allow the units to orient their own future replacements. In midFebru
ary sufficient infantry replacements were available in Italy to restore expected losses
in an extended period of aggressive action and in a 30day allout offensive. By the
first of April the figure of available replacements had increased to nearly 25,000,
although only a limited number of colored replacements arrived. Specialized in
struction was provided for 1,200 replacements for the 10th Mountain Division.
In order to provide replacement officers for anticipated future losses, an officers
candidate school was opened in Italy in February. This program was set up because
of a reduction in the number of officer replacements received from the United States
and a belief among infantry division commanders that expected vacancies could no
longer be filled solely by battlefield commissioning of enlisted men in the infantry
divisions. The first two courses, each consisting of a 6weeks' program devoted only
to candidates from infantry units, began on 12 February. Fifth Army sent 160 can
didates chosen from outstanding enlisted men. A 12weeks' course for producing
infantry officers from noninfantry branch candidates to which the Army sent 100
men began on 26 March.
2. New Techniques and Weapons. Rigorous training in both basic military sub
jects and in recently developed weapons and methods of operation was carried on
behind the lines. Activity of this type was greatly increased over the previous
winter when more active operations were being carried out and the majority of the
troops had received uptodate instruction in use of the then modern equipment.
Introduction of new models and practices during the preceding year necessitated these
greater periods of training during the winter of 194445.
Two weeks after its activation the 473d Infantry began a strenuous schedule of
infantry training along lines which previous experience in organizing and training
new infantry units had shown to be necessary. In general the work was the same
as that prescribed for older infantry regiments in the Army, but as it was compar
atively newly formed more basic principles were included. Artillery and tank ele
ments were attached to the regiment to provide combined arms training. Intelli
gence and counterintelligence instruction was stressed. A provisional infantry bat
talion formed in February by the 1st Armored Division was given similar, but less
extensive training. This battalion was made up of troops from tank battalions for

service in the mountains where the tanks could not be operated. Mechanized cav
alrymen of the 8 ist and 91st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadrons, as well as members
of various tank destroyer battalion reconnaissance companies, received training and
performed in infantry roles during the winter.
A large percentage of the Fifth Army allotment to schools being conducted by
the Replacement Command (MTOUSA) initially went to the 473d Infantry.
Schools in leadership and battle training and in signal training lasted for 3week
periods, while an engineer training school covered 9 weeks of instruction. Half the
Army quota for the second February leadership and battle training school went to
the BEF. Among other schools operated in January and February were courses in
construction of Bailey bridges, photography, and mine planting and clearing. In
struction in the use of skis and snowshoes also was given. General areas for training
set up south of Futa Pass by II Corps were used by three infantry divisions during
December. The 85th Division trained near Gagliano, the 91st Division at Villanova,
and the 34th Division at Barberino. These areas contained facilities for training in
practically all phases of infantry work.
Much effort was exerted to bring the Brazilian troops up to American standards,
and a group of American instructors was assigned to help prepare approximately
3,500 Brazilian replacements for combat duty. In addition to hard training along
strictly military lines, these troops were drilled in personal hygiene, field sanitation,
and in the development of a sense of individual responsibility for equipment. A
second contingent of 5,214 Brazilian replacements, who had never received basic
training, arrived at Naples on 21 February, and it was necessary to send them through
an 8week recruit training course. Special instruction for BEF artillery battalions
was conducted by IV Corps.
The ist Armored Division set up an experimental and training center near Prato
for armored units, including the 6 South African Armoured Division and separate
tank battalions assigned to the Army. These experiments were directed toward de
termining best operational methods for use in the swampy Po Valley. Special tac
tics and equipment for armored assault operations were devised. Fifth Army ord
nance units manufactured 9 ark assault bridges and 16 fascine carriers which were
mounted on medium tank chassis, manned by members of a special armored engineer
assault company formed by the ist Armored Division. The Army engineer section
established a rivercrossing training site on 22 February in the area adjacent to the
Arno River between Pisa and the sea. This school, operated by the 39th Engineer
Combat Regiment and the 755th Tank Battalion, was designed to instruct crews of
LCM's, LVT's, Weasels, Quonset barges, and other rivercrossing assault craft.
After 21 March combined exercises were held by infantry regiments and armored
combat teams consisting of a tank battalion and an armored infantry battalion.
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The work was closely coordinated with similar instruction being carried on by the
British near Viterbo.
Training and experiments with new types of weapons and in new uses for old
weapons was another important phase of the program. One of the most important
items was the introduction of the VT (variable time) fuze for artillery shells. These
fuzes contained miniature radar sets which caused them to detonate the projectiles
when they approached within 20 yards of an object, thus producing almost foolproof
airbursts at the most advantageous height above the ground and eliminating the
necessity for setting time fuzes. Extensive training in the use of the VT fuze and in
safety precautions necessary to observe in the handling and firing of this type of am
munition was inaugurated for artillery battalions. Experimental shoots were held,
and by the end of January the VT fuze was made available to all battalions for
combat use. Further improvements in the fuze itself were expected to allow more
widespread tactical use of the weapon. Receipt of reduced charge ammunition for
3inch guns greatly increased the value of these weapons in a field artillery role. The
new ammunition, with a muzzle velocity of 1,550 feet per second, about 60 percent
of the velocity with the regular charge, enabled indirect highangle fire to be used.
Previously the flat trajectory of this tank destroyer weapon imposed great limitations
on the targets which might be engaged. Successful tests were conducted in high
angle fire of 105mm howitzers, using reduced charges which enabled them to fire
at ranges of less than 2,800 yards. Eight Italian 105/28mm gunhowitzers and
four 149/19mm howitzers manned by American troops added to the artillery
strength of the Army and allowed use of approximately 25,000 rounds of available
Italian ammunition. Tests were conducted in the direct illumination of ground tar
gets by searchlights. Star shells fired by artillery to illuminate enemy positions for
attack by our night bombers also proved very satisfactory.
Experiments with groundmounted rocket guns also were carried on in Jan
uary. The 4.5inch projectiles were fired from the same type of tubes that are used
on aircraft. Several mounts were tested. One type consisted of 54 tubes placed
atop the turret of a medium tank; another had 18 projectors mobilized on the same
carriage as that used by the towed 37mm gun; and a third consisted merely of plac
ing 24 projectors on small frames. Initial tests showed that due to the great varia
tion in both deflection and range the weapon was not practical for use against a point
target and the large blast of flame and smoke given off when it was fired tended to
disclose its position. For placing a heavy concentration on a given area, however,
it proved effective. The short maximum range of the rocket, slightly less than
4,000 yards, was a limiting factor. In February and March some tankmounted
rockets were used to deliver harassing fire. New model portable flame throwers
were issued on the basis of 12 per infantry regiment.

Another innovation was the receipt of a new type mount for the 37mm gun.
Known as the T32, this mount was a heavy tripod, somewhat similar to that used
on the groundmounted .50 caliber machine gun. The tripod and the gun could be
broken down into small pack loads, greatly increasing the mobility of the weapon in
mountainous terrain. One hundred mounts were received in February, and 147
more were scheduled for delivery in the spring. Improvisation of the T80 sighting
equipment of the selfpropelled antiaircraft weapons, the M15 halftrack carrying
one 37mm gun and two .50 caliber machine guns mounted coaxially, and the M16
with quadruplemounted .50 caliber machine guns enabled these vehicles to be used
in direct support of ground operations. First tested in the campaign in France, the
new use for these mobile rapidfire guns proved successful, and modifications for the
sights were provided for all the battalions in the Army equipped with them. Special
training areas and exercises were developed to acquaint the gunners with tactics to
be used in close support of infantry operations and in functioning as shortrange field
artillery. Antiaircraft battalions equipped with 90mm guns were given increased
firepower when each was assigned 16 of the towed M51 quadruple .50 caliber
machinegun mounts. The heavy antiaircraft guns were used extensively through
out the winter for firing at ground targets. Three 8inch howitzers were received
which were assigned to corps artillery battalions.
Yet another weapon which would have added to the hitting power of the Army
was the M36 tank destroyer, similar to the old M10 destroyer but mounting a
90mm instead of a 3inch gun.. First shipments for the Army arrived during De
cember, but shortly after arrival they were reconsigned to France. The first of the
200 LVT's (landing vehicle, tracked) which had been requested came in December,
and the training of crews was begun. The LVT was an amphibious vehicle devel
oped by the Navy and known to the sailors as the Alligator. It was expected that
these vehicles would prove useful in forcing water barriers such as the Po River,
ferrying assault troops and supplies across the broad stream. Other means to force
such a crossing were provided by standard medium tanks modified by "DD" equip
ment to transform them into amphibians. New light 81mm mortars with short
24.5inch barrels, weighing 65 pounds and carried in two manual loads, were received
in limited numbers in February. Their range was considerably less than the stand
ard mortar, 1,616 yards being the maximum with light shells. Experimental issues
of carbines modified to fire either automatically or semiautomatically also were made.
Each of the infantry divisions received a small number of these weapons for trial.
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B. MAINTENANCE OF MORALE
Fifth Army was faced with a serious problem in the maintenance of morale
during the winter period. For many men it was the second winter spent in Italy in
far from comfortable circumstances, and the fact that the Italian front seemed to
have been relegated to a secondary status did not serve to buoy the spirits. Large
numbers of troops had been overseas for extended periods of time. That the soldiers
keenly felt all these factors was indicated in the increase in the number of court
martial cases, which soared especially among the veteran divisions. Consequently
Army officers approached the problem with the idea of providing the men with ade
quate facilities for rest and recreation, of educating them in the place of the Mediter
ranean Theater in the war, and of giving them a general view of the entire war
scene.
i. Rest Centers and Recreation. The Army had become a large "resort hotel"
operator through establishment of rest centers in Italy at Caserta, Sorrento, and Capri
in southern Italy late in 1943. This idea, new to American armies, proved highly
successful, was carried out on a much greater scale in Rome, and expanded during
the late fall and winter of 194445 in the Arno Valley area. Hundreds of thousands
of troops were rotated through the rest and leave centers set up under the supervision
of the Army G—1 section to provide a place of relaxation where the men could forget
the rigors and dangers of the front line, sleep in a bed, take baths, visit places of his
torical interest, and generally indulge in the pleasures and entertainment of civiliza
tion, if only for a brief period.
The rest centers for officers at the Excelsior Hotel and for enlisted men at the
Foro Italia in Rome were continued, and great expansion took place near the base
of Army operations around the city of Florence. In Florence itself the huge central
railroad station, relatively undamaged despite the great destruction caused by bomb
ing in the nearby railroad yards, was converted into a rest center similar to that at
the Foro Italia. In the station sleeping accommodations for 1,800 men were set up.
Messes, barber shops, shower facilities, and motion pictures were all concentrated
under the same roof. The men attending this center had only to step outside to find
themselves in the center of historic Florence. In midwinter, when the weather began
to become much colder, heat was provided for the big building after engineers re
paired two battered locomotives in the adjacent yards to such an extent that their
boilers could be used and steam heat piped into the station. Many free services were
provided; mattresses were furnished. The special service personnel operating the
center were directed to "make the men feel like civilians while they are here." The
AngloAmerican Hotel was opened for officers. The Florence and Rome centers

were occupied by individual soldiers sent under special orders, usually for 5day
periods. On 18 January daily train service was restored between Montecatini and
Rome to carry troops to the capital on leave. Due to the onetrack line with conse
quent frequent sidetracking, the train ran slowly, requiring 16 hours for the schedule,
but it afforded an improvement over the previous method of transportation in un
heated cargo trucks over bumpy roads. Troops making the trip were issued clean,
pressed clothing before leaving Montecatini.
The Florence rest center drew between 10,000 and 12,000 enlisted men and
about 1,000 officers per month, while the Rome center allotment approximated 6,000
officers and men monthly until early spring, when the quota was reduced. In addi
tion to the soldiers sent to Florence on rest 3,000 troops per day were allowed passes
to visit the city. Five Armyoperated restaurants there served an average of 47,000
meals weekly, using the best possible food and providing free wine and beer.
The area of Montecatini, a small resort town famous for many years as a Eu
ropean spa, was established as a rest center in November when entire divisions were
relieved from the front lines for 10day periods. Thirtytwo thousand troops passed
through the area during 1530 November. This figure was reduced in later months
since entire divisions were not rested simultaneously thereafter. Montecatini could
accommodate one division with ease, and complete units went to it on their relief
from the lines after the end of the fall campaign. Operated by the City Command
Section of Fifth Army Headquarters, Montecatini was ready for business on a large
scale by 1 November and received the 88th Division as its first big customer. Lim
ited training facilities, including firing ranges, were set up in the vicinity.
Where tourists formerly came to take the sulphur baths, battle weary soldiers
luxuriated in dry rooms, slept in real beds, and partook of the many entertainment
facilities offered. There were five different types of mineral waters to choose from,
and civilian masseurs were provided to put the finishing touches on a trip through
the baths. Army quartermaster bath and sterilization units were also set up where
the troops could clean themselves and exchange soiled uniforms for new and clean
clothing. One such company during November exchanged 45,681 wool trousers,
43,703 wool shirts, 52,060 wool drawers, 34,713 wool undershirts, and 38,995 pairs
of socks. This unit was equipped to process 3,000 men daily. Quartermaster laun
dries servicing these bath units and other Army organizations washed an average of
800,000 pieces of clothing each week.
The Montecatini of the peacetime tourist days contained scores of large and
small hotels and many "pensione" or boarding houses. These were all requisitioned
by the Army for troop billets; in addition many private villas contributed one or more
rooms, and various other public and private buildings were utilized. By the middle
of November 305 buildings were in use as troop quarters, and this number was
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slightly increased when some damaged structures were put in condition for occu
pancy. Two hundred winterized pyramidal tents were erected on the old race track
grounds further to increase the capacity of the city. Space was allocated to organiza
tions on the basis of six men per room; wherever possible each man was allowed
60 square feet of floor space. A minimum of 40 square feet was insisted upon. The
Army made available a total of 15,000 cots to augment the rather scanty supply of
civilian beds. Improvements constantly were made. The best available food was
served, and after several months of operation rest centers here and in Florence were
serving ice cream daily.
Despite the large facilities in Montecatini itself, the demand was greater than
the supply during the period of peak occupancy by units in November. Additional
quarters were obtained in the small town of Monsummano, about 3 miles south of
Montecatini, and facilities also were set up at Pistoia, 10 miles to the northeast.
Former Italian barracks were the site of the largest billet in that city, and with the
addition of other public and private facilities there it was possible to quarter almost
all of the 91st Division in this area for its first rest period. The Montecatini—Pistoia
rest sector was primarily for American infantry divisions of Fifth Army. Members
of the 6 South African'Armoured Division set up a rest center at nearby Prato; the
American 1st Armored Division utilized buildings in Sesto. When preparations
were made in December for establishment of a railhead in Pistoia, the rest facilities
there were reduced, and Montecatini handled the bulk of the troops, although billets
for 4,000 men were set up at the town of Pescia, 6 miles west of Montecatini. These
later were used as a civilian refugee and partisan center. In February rest facilities
for the 92d Division were established at Viareggio on the coast.
All official and private organizations concerned with entertaining and comfort
ing the soldiers operated in the rest areas. The American Red Cross provided clubs
at Monsummano and Pistoia and ran two in Montecatini itself. The estimated at
tendance at all Red Cross clubs in the Army area during February was 896,000, an
average of 32,000 daily. Four theaters were opened in Montecatini and one in
Pistoia. Most of these were operated by the 45th Special Service Company, which
during November showed 62 motion pictures to 45,950 spectators. Army special
service officers estimated that in that month the motion pictures shown at the rest
centers and at various units throughout the Army area attracted a total of 882,000
spectators. While such pictures formed the bulk of the entertainment, stage shows
were not neglected. Various USO units presented daily "live" entertainment at
Montecatini and Florence; others toured across the Army front to various organiza
tions, some of them well forward. In March Army Special Service reported the fol
lowing figures: 1,609,945 attended movies; 213,790 attended USO shows; 28,076
men were billeted at rest centers; 138,830 meals were served at rest centers; 249,873
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meals were served in five restaurants operated for the troops. All the entertainment
features were presented free of charge to military personnel.
Other services were set up for the troops, including an exchange service where
dirty blankets could be turned in for clean ones, and steps were taken to protect men
at the rest centers from exorbitant prices. Civilian services were restricted by ceiling
charges. During the winter an Armysponsored liquor warehouse was established
at Montecatini. Here local liquors were assembled, analyzed to determine their
contents, and then sold to enlisted men at reduced prices. The warehouse grossed
an average of $300,000 business each month. This enterprise served a double pur
pose, enabling the men to purchase liquor at lower rates than on the open market
and assuring that no poisonous liquids were consumed. Army post exchanges were
opened at the principal cities, where various toilet articles, tobacco, beer, candy, and
similar items could be purchased. The exchanges also maintained a stock of locally
manufactured articles valuable as souvenirs. Prices here were usually much lower
than in civilian stores. Troops in forward areas received their tobacco rations free,
along with limited amounts of toilet articles.
Special efforts were made during the holiday season to cheer the troops. All
military services combined to insure that gift packages were delivered on time, and
turkey for Christmas and New Year dinners was distributed to all units. In the
15 days preceding Christmas army post offices received 2,675 pouches and 48,383
sacks of mail for distribution. The average transit time for firstclass mail during this
period, figured from the postmark date shown at home offices to the date received at
Fifth Army post offices, was 9.2 days for official letters, 11.7 days for Vmail, 15.1
days for air mail, and 20.8 days for ordinary postage letters. With improvement of
the weather in the spring more of the mail was sent by air, considerably shortening
the transit time.
Even the troops in the foxholes and those quartered in the old stone Italian
farmhouses near the front managed to brighten up the appearance of their surround
ings for Christmas. II Corps provided the finishing touch. High on Radicosa Pass,
where the wind swept across the summit of the Apennines and the snow piled deep
into drifts, Corps engineers anchored a 40foot tree, complete with strings of colored
lights and a lighted sign reading "Merry Xmas." The tree was far enough behind
the front to be on the friendly side of the light line, and military police stood by
ready to extinguish the illumination whenever hostile planes appeared in the night
sky. The climax of the holiday attractions was the "Spaghetti Bowl" football game
between opposing teams representing Fifth Army and Twelfth Air Force played on
New Year's day in the cement municipal stadium in Florence before approximately
25,000 service men and women, many of whom were trucked to the game from the
front line. Players on the victorious army team were drawn primarily from combat
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units, and all the traditional sidelights of a big game in the United States were
reproduced.
All types of athletics were stressed during rest periods whenever weather per
mitted. The Pistoia center included tennis courts which were in constant use.
Army special service organizations maintained four gymnasiums during the winter
season in which basketball leagues operated and where tournaments which proved
immensely popular were played. Some of the combat divisions set up gymnasiums
in their rear areas. On 5 February a ski run, equipped with a mechanical tow and
a hut arranged as a hostel, was opened near Radicosa Pass. One hundred and four
ski sets were available, and the area was operated as a iday leave recreation center
while the snow lasted. On 17 March a renovated Italian country club and golf
course was opened at Ugolino near Florence.
2. The Education Program. Activities of the Army Information and Education
(I & E) office, working as a subsection of the Army G3 section, were greatly ex
panded during the winter lull. This expansion was given impetus by the creation
of the subsection by the War Department on 4 September. Previously the work had
been carried out by a morale services officer working under the special services
section, but the new organization was completely divorced from connection with
that group. Officers and noncommissioned officers were appointed in all organiza
tions down to company level to disseminate information. Their principal duties
were to bring to the men information on the background of the war, the conduct of
the war, and the possible conduct of the peace. They were to encourage discussion
among the troops on all phases of these subjects and, in general, maintain morale
as it is affected by such activities. Weekly newsmaps and summaries of the progress
of the Allies were distributed, covering all the phases of the conflict in accordance
with a War Department directive which stated, "The fundamental principle of
American information about the war is that we will speak the truth." These sum
maries attempted to explain the relationship between action in the various widely
scattered combat zones.
Among the topics outlined for discussion by the soldiers were the war and peace
aims of the United Nations, postwar privileges and duties of the American armed
forces, the equal importance of all branches of the service to the successful conclusion
of the war, appreciation of the part played in the war by all the various Allies of the
United States, and the need to show no discrimination on the basis of race or color.
This last subject was especially appropriate to forces in Italy. During the winter of
194445 the Fifth Army roster included Brazilians, South Africans, British, Indians,
and Italians as well as American white and Negro troops, while Eighth Army con
tained New Zealanders, Canadians, Poles, and Jewish troops from Palestine in addi
tion to United Kingdom units. News from the home front was included each week
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in these programs of orientation, although discussion of topics on a partisan basis
was banned.
Special emphasis was placed on the policies dictating the conduct of the cam
paign in Italy which indicated the importance of the war in this theater in relation
to the other fronts in Europe. The facts that Fifth Army had destroyed more than
200,000 axis troops since the beginning of the campaign; that the Army, together
with Eighth Army, was holding 2428 firstclass German divisions from participation
in battles in eastern or western Europe; that we had captured great airfields from
which heavy bombers could strike at the heart of German production; and that we
had provided bases from which supplies could be shipped and flown to Yugoslavian
partisans to aid them in tying up an additional 300,000 German troops were brought
home to the men. Motion pictures in the "Why We Fight" series, graphically illus
trating the background of the war, were widely distributed.
Enrollment in some of the various educational courses offered by the United
States Armed Forces Institute was encouraged and increased to a marked degree.
During the last 3 months of 1944 nearly 12,000 applications for courses were received.
MTOUSA was able to supply from stock 123 correspondence courses in various
academic fields and in practically all vocational lines. Twentyeight selfteaching
courses, emphasizing mathematics, bookkeeping, and related subjects, also were kept
on hand, and many more could be obtained from the United States. These courses
were available to enlisted men at a cost of $2 for the first one requested, while papers
for any additional courses in which the man might enroll were issued free. Officers
paid on the basis of set fees for each subject. Many American colleges and universi
ties were prepared to grant college credits on the basis of the work done by soldiers.
Arrangements were made with the University of Florence whereby certain courses
were opened to Army personnel on 26 February.
Efforts to encourage saving on the part of soldiers of the Army were intensified
during the winter. Figures compiled by the finance officer indicated that almost
82 percent of the total pay credited to members of Fifth Army found its way back to
the United States in one form or another. From the time the first Army pay roll
in Italy was paid in October 1943 through December 1944 individuals in the Army
had earned $253,798,115.65. Of this total $140,451,042.28 was withheld for allot
ments, insurance, purchase of bonds, and other normal deductions, amounting to
55.4 percent of the entire pay roll. Cash returned to the finance officer through
Personal Transfer Accounts and from various Army post offices, mostly in the form
of money orders, amounted to $66,493,834.68, or an additional 26.2 percent. Cash
actually remaining with' members of the Army amounted to $46,853,238.68 or 18.4
percent of the total amount earned.
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C. GUARDING THE ARMY
The long period of stabilization on the Apennine front with the resulting reduc
tion in the flow of battle casualties enabled Fifth Army medical organizations as well
as troops to obtain rest, following a strenuous year of campaigning for more than
200 miles up the Italian peninsula. At the same time, climatic conditions faced
by the thousands of troops high in the mountains challenged the efficiency of the
medical corps personnel, but the absence of great numbers of wounded enabled them
to concentrate much effort in the field of preventive medicine. This was of para
mount importance since the troops were exposed to the elements, to a countryside
whose sanitary facilities had been greatly damaged in the course of combat, and to
the always present danger of venereal disease, increased by periods of rest and op
portunity for contact. How well the Army solved these prevention and health dis
cipline problems can be seen from the fact that — aided by improved clothing and
equipment — winter diseases such as trench foot were reduced to less than half the
rate of the previous winter, as previously noted. A typhoid epidemic which swept
parts of the Arno Valley, especially the town of Prato, was controlled and prevented
from spreading to the Army; the filth and squalor resulting from bomb and shell
smashed buildings was not allowed to impair the general health of the soldiers; and
the venereal rate was substantially reduced.
Command and medical personnel concentrated on these preventive measures
following the termination of the Gothic Line campaign, during which heavy cas
ualties and the previous reassignment of many Fifth Army medical units to Seventh
Army in France had strained resources to the limit. Despite many months of
severe fighting during 1944, the medical services of the Army always had been able
to meet the demand for care, and coincident with continued improvement in tech
nique and equipment in surgery and medicine a systematic plan for evacuation of
casualties had been developed. This basic plan of hospitalization was the fourth
practiced in Italy after three previous methods had been discarded when experience
proved them to be unsatisfactory. This fourth system was followed by the Army
throughout the year; the pioneering experiences encountered during the campaign
served as the foundation for improved handling of casualties in other theaters of
operation.
The flow of wounded from the battlefield was carefully controlled. Evacuation
hospitals were set up well forward and located in depth along the main axes support
ing the various zones of attack. The more forward of the hospitals were kept as free
from patients as possible, enabling them to provide immediate facilities for care of the
most urgent cases. It was found desirable in the daylight hours to direct the main

stream of casualties to hospitals located farther in the rear, while during the night
most of the patients were sent to the most forward units in order to reduce the delay
caused by blackout ambulance driving. An attempt was made to limit to ioo daily
the number of surgical cases admitted to each hospital, although this figure was
often exceeded in periods of heavy fighting. Each morning instructions were sent
from the office of the Army Surgeon to the corps evacuation officers, stating the
number of surgical and medical cases to be directed during the day to each specific
hospital. When the total was reached at the first hospital subsequent admissions
were assigned in designated sequence to a second, third, or fourth hospital unit.
(See Annex No. 2C3.)

This evacuation plan was linked with the hospitalization policy followed by the
Army, in which a concerted effort was made to prevent an unnecessary flow of cas
ualties from the Army to the base zones. The maximum number of men was thus
returned to duty without prior evacuation from the Army area for treatment and
consequent slow process of return to the units through replacement depots. The
normal chain of evacuation within a division area began at the combat battalion aid
station, continued to the regimental aid station and collecting station, and ended at
the division clearing station maintained by the division medical battalion. A field
hospital unit normally was located adjacent to the division clearing station to perform
emergency work; from both the field hospital and clearing station casualties were
routed to the evacuation hospitals in either a corps or the Army area. Here treat
ment was continued and the patient eventually dispatched either to an Army con
valescent hospital or to a base evacuation control point from which he was taken to a
general or station hospital in the base area. Hospital trains, ships, and air evacua
tion were used at various times to augment ambulance transportation for the journey
to the base hospitals.
In some cases the retention of men in the Army area was dictated by therapeutic
considerations since the rehabilitation of psychiatric or psychosomatic casualties
often was speeded or slowed in direct relation to the forward or rearward point at
which they were treated. Faced with a great loss of manpower through neuropsychi
atric causes late in 1943 and early in 1944, the Army Medical Department set up a
fourpoint program to salvage patients of this type: (1) to distinguish the psychiatric
casualty from the medical casualty in order that early specialized treatment could be
provided; (2) to separate the true psychiatric casualty from the malingerer; (3) to es
tablish responsibility among medical and command personnel for the prevention of
psychiatric diseases among the troops, to treat such diseases, and to employ men cor
rectly after their treatment; and (4) to create means through which the com
plete treatment could be effected while the patient was still in the combat
zone.
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The improvement in rehabilitation brought about resulted from better facilities
for handling the patients, rather than through a great change in the mechanics of
treatment. (See Annex No. 2C4.) Three new institutions to which all neuropsychiatric
cases were sent were created to provide for complete treatment closer to the front
lines and to eliminate this type of patients from evacuation hospitals, which did not
have the staff or time to treat them properly. A neuropsychiatric hospital and a
gastrointestinal center, which functioned in either the Army or corps zone, were
set up. The Army neuropsychiatric center was formed at the beginning of the year
from the 2d Platoon, 601st Clearing Company, 161st Medical Battalion, and until
July all psychiatric cases were sent to this unit, which was located from 4 to 24 miles
behind the front lines, often within sight and sound of our own artillery. Only the
most severe cases were evacuated to the rear from this hospital. In July training and
rehabilitation centers were organized in each division area. The facilities at division
level were created following initial successful experiments conducted by the 3d
Division at the Anzio beachhead and by the 88th Division on the main Army front.
These centers treated patients close to the front before they had a chance to go far
to the rear and allow their psychoses to become more firmly fixed. All cases which
were too severe to handle here were routed to the Army center. Conditioning and
training schedules were also carried out, and in some of the divisions the center acted
as a screening agency for recovered wounded and other troops returning to duty.
Here their capabilities for return to combat duty were determined.
The rehabilitation program improved to such an extent during 1944 that the
percentage of returned to duty patients reached 91.2 percent in December as com
pared to only 26 percent in January. Of the total of 16,202 cases of this type handled
during the year, 7,516 were evacuated from the Army area, the great bulk of them
during the first 9 months of the year. Division rehabilitation centers returned 3,183
to duty. The Army center sent 4,168 back to their units; an additional 1,335 men
were released for Class B noncombat duty in the Army area. The great increase in
returns to duty in the last quarter of 1944 brought the total in this category to 54.2
percent of all cases admitted during the year.
An additional stopper in the leakage of men from the Army area was established
late in October when the 1st Platoon, 601st Clearing Company, was designated as
an Army center for gastrointestinal diseases, the first organization of this type to be
established in an American field army. It was closely allied to the neuropsychiatric
center since previous smallerscale experimentation had disclosed that more than
50 percent of psychosomatic patients suffered from gastrointestinal disturbances.
By November successful operation of this new center resulted in 80 percent of all
gastrointestinal disease patients treated being returned to full duty as against only
55 percent of those treated at base hospitals. Time as well as men was saved since

the average hospitalization period when disposition was made in the Army area was
9.7 days compared to approximately 21 days in base installations.
The venereal disease rate of Fifth Army was substantially reduced throughout
1944, due in part to the changed tactical situation and in part to an increased pro
gram of control, prevention, and education carried on through both medical and
command channels. In the course of the year the Army had advanced north from
the area around Naples to the region of the Apennines. The southern city was no
toriously infested with venereal disease and was always outside the jurisdiction of
the Army. In contrast to the situation at Naples, the city of Florence, which had a
much lower disease rate, remained in the Army area and under its direct control.
However, a strict program of control of prostitution and a continuous program of
education among the troops remained necessary, since approximately 60 percent
of the Italian women are afflicted with disease and the economic stress of the nation
had forced many amateurs to join the ranks of the professional prostitutes. In the
preventive field houses of prostitution in Florence, Montecatini, and other rest centers
were placed off limits, and every effort was made to discourage street walkers. Since
it was impossible to control every prostitute, a great number of prophylactic stations
were established both in the urban areas and in bivouacs to protect troops who had
exposed themselves. In Florence in October only .04 percent of the 14,265 men who
obtained prophylaxis at one of the stations contracted a disease. The combined
Army venereal disease rate for both white and colored troops dropped from 190 to
83 per 1,000 men per year between January and December 1944. In February 1945
the rate hit a low of 64.
The curing of infections also was greatly improved due to new methods of treat
ment with penicillin and to better facilities. The 2d Platoon, 6o2d Clearing Com
pany, i62d Medical Battalion, was reorganized as the Army venereal disease treat
ment hospital with a capacity of 250 patients. The segregation of all venereal disease
patients in this unit freed bed space in evacuation hospitals and also simplified the
treatment. After 20 November increases in the amount of penicillin available al
lowed the Army Surgeon to authorize division clearing stations to use this drug in
treatments in cases of gonorrhea, but all syphilis cases were handled at the Army
center. Although the great majority of diseased prostitutes remained at large,
all those discovered in clandestine meetings with soldiers were hospitalized and
treated. In March a 200bed hospital especially for treatment of such women
was opened in Pistoia by civilian authorities in conjunction with the Allied Military
Government.
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CHAPTER IV, . ,
Army Staff Operations

O R G A N I Z I N G , equipping, supplying, controlling, and "fighting" a modern
army in the field requires the sweat and toil of every individual member of it. This
applies not only to every officer and man who is assigned directly to one of its combat
or service units but also to every individual member of the various staffs which plan
and direct the activities of those units. Experience has demonstrated only too plainly
that the performance of a military organization can be either greatly helped or
greatly hindered by the way its staff functions. The staff of Fifth Army, with long
experience in combat, had been organized best to meet the problems that faced it
and had learned to function smoothly and efficiently.
In addition to the four standard general staff sections— i, 2, 3, and 4 — and
the usual special staff sections Fifth Army operated with a number of other sections
which had been found necessary for special needs. One other numbered section —
G—5 — was added to deal with the multiplicity of problems of civil administration in
o'ccupied territory, as were several specially organized operating sections. Besides
its American personnel the Army Headquarters included British, French, and Italian
increments, which assisted in the supervision of the administration of troops of those
nationalities which were assigned to the Army. These increments were incorporated
in and functioned as an integral part of the headquarters in all dealings with their
respective units. In the British Increment, which was the largest, the British per
sonnel in many cases worked with the Americans within the frame of our staff system;
the British system of supply and administration, however, differed too greatly from
American practice for complete integration in the Gi and G4 sections. When
General Truscott assumed command of Fifth Army he instituted both a regular
daily and a weekly meeting of the chiefs of all staff sections, at which each section
chief submitted a report on the activities of his section for the preceding 24hour or
7day period, respectively. Thus each staff section obtained a knowledge and un
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derstanding of the problems and operations of all other sections through which it
could intelligently coordinate its activities with relation to them.
Several changes were made in the staff organization prior to the spring offensive.
A new special staff section, the armored fighting vehicle section, was established on
22 February. This section was made responsible from the staff point of view for all
matters pertaining to armored equipment and weapons and for recommendations
regarding their employment. Other duties prescribed for the section were the
assembling of information concerning the status of armor in the Army and the avail
ability of trained replacements for crews. The section chief was placed in charge of
all armored vehicle schools, was to supervise tests and experiments with armor, and
was to establish policies concerning adoption of modifications for such vehicles, as
well as screening all requests for equipment peculiar to armored units and recom
mending priorities for issue of materiel.

A. OPERATION OF THE G3 SECTION

The G—3 section was made up of six subdivisions: operations, planning, organiza
tion, airground liaison, training, and information and education. The first four of
these subsections were maintained at the command post, while the other two were
located at the Army rear echelon. The head of the section was Col. Ben Harrell.
As assistant chief of staff, G3, he coordinated the work of the subsections and acted
as a chief adviser to the Army commander on operational matters. The executive
of the section administered and supervised the operations of the subsections, freeing
the section chief of matters that did not require his personal decision. Information,
requests, and other pertinent business which fell within the scope of his responsibility
cleared through the executive, who either discussed it with the G3 beforehand or
assigned it directly to the proper subsection for action before its presentation to the
G—3 in final form. Each morning the executive held a meeting of the subsection
heads to discuss the work on hand. (See Annex No. 4H.) Each evening at 2200 he
prepared a brief summary of the day's activity in the section. Another of his func
tions was the supervision of a monitoring switchboard which was set up whenever
the situation permitted. At this switchboard stenographers obtained verbatim all
telephone conversations and thereby retained an exact record of business transacted.
The operational nerve center of the Army was located in the operations sub
section of G3. Into the "war room" maintained by its personnel flowed reports
from the divisions, corps, and separate units of the Army. Locations of friendly and
enemy troops, reports of results of battle, and future plans and intentions were col

54

lected and maintained up to date on maps and charts. Reports from the corps were
received every 6 hours, and more often during periods of intensive action. These
situation reports (sitreps) {See Annex No. 4E) followed a standardized threeparagraph
form. The first part pictured the actual development of operations; the second
listed the commander's intentions; the third indicated changes in the location of
command posts or changes in attachment of troops. Twice daily, at 0300 and 1500,
the G3 operations subsection compiled Army sitreps for submission to 15th Army
Group. In addition a daily summary of operations, a semimonthly report, and
monthly reports were prepared.
Various types of information maps were kept in the war room. These maps
included not only information compiled in the G3 section but also all other data ob
tained from other sections necessary to a complete understanding of the situation at
any time. The master map indicated graphically each friendly move, contem
plated move, and all reported enemy action. This map covered the entire Army
sector on scales of both 1/50,000 and 1/100,000 and was repeated on portable sec
tions on a scale of 1 /25,00c Other maps listed all unit boundaries and areas on a
1 /2oo,ooo scale, showed the location of antiaircraft defenses and fire plans, and out
lined the status of various types of signal communication and line routes. A 1 /5O,ooo
scale transportation map showed at a glance the status of movements and transpor
tation; another map gave the targets which had been or were to be bombed by the
air force at the request of the Army. In addition to the war room maps, other maps
were maintained for the personal use of the Army Commander and the chief of staff.
A complete duplicate set of the war room maps was kept in the liaison room to
which liaison officers from the various units contributed and from which they could
at any time obtain the complete Army picture for their respective commanders.
In addition to reports received by telephone, radio, teletype, or in written form,
information on operations was also obtained through the monitoring of radio nets,
reports of liaison officers, and staff visits. Signal Intelligence and Monitoring
(SIAM) platoons were attached to the headquarters of the divisions. These units
listened in on the radio nets of the divisions to which they were sent to assist as well
as to pass on to Army and corps — sometimes hours ahead of the time such informa
tion would proceed through normal channels — reports of progress being made by
lower units to division headquarters. Liaison officers from each division and corps
operated between the Army headquarters and their respective units. Each morning
at 0930 representatives of the Army staff sections briefed the liaison officers at Army
headquarters. The officers then took the information thus obtained to their own
organizations, returning to Army headquarters in the evening with the information
of unit operations they gathered during the day. Their reports for the most part
duplicated the sitrep news, but often valuable additional intelligence was received

55

through them. These officers were available during the night as well as at all other
times while at Army headquarters to act as officer messengers.
The operations subsection of G—3 processed all orders for subordinate units, even
though many of the orders originated in the planning subsection. The brief opera
tions instruction type of directive was used for all but operations requiring explicit
instructions in great detail. In these cases a formal field order was issued. The oper
ations subsection functioned 24 hours per day. During the winter months three
American and one British duty officer rotated through the shifts, since the war room
was usually as busy throughout the night as it was during daylight. The officer on
duty between 1600 and 2400 supervised the preparation of and was responsible for
the issuance of the daily G—3 report (Annex No. 4C), and posted onto the maps all
information contained in the incoming sitreps. The duty officer on the 0001 to 0800
shift received the last light reports from frontline units and information regarding
activity of the night's patrols and was responsible for transmitting the 0300 report
to higher headquarters.
The chief function of the planning subsection, based on directives on projected
future operations from the Army commander, was to foresee and prepare plans for
all possible operations within the Army zone. When a directive for a certain project,
giving its scope and assumptions, was received by the subsection from the Army com
mander or from the G—3, representatives from each staff section who made up the
Army planning committee were called in and in turn given a planning directive
indicating the pertinent studies required of them. On the basis of the most thorough
study by the sections, plans for the particular operation were drawn, but only after
careful studies of aerial photographs, records, maps, and terrain models had been
made. As a result several possible methods for carrying out each specific operation
were devised and presented to the Army commander for his consideration. These
outline plans would then be discussed and defended by the committee in conference
with the Army commander and the chiefs of staff sections. As an outcome one or
more lines of action would follow: (1) operations instructions would be issued;
(2) a draft outline plan would be disseminated; (3) subordinate units would be di
rected to prepare plans for their projected part in the proposed operation; or (4) the
plan would be placed on file for future use.
All information which might affect future operations was available to this sub
section, ranging from the present expenditure of ammunition to programs for relief
and resting of units. Anything which had any bearing on the Army potential for a
given operation was considered. Often, as a result of the studies of the planning sub
section, factors developed which were passed directly to corps and other units to en
able them to round out their plans and fit them more closely into the Army picture.
Operations plans prepared by lower units were examined and evaluated to the plan

ning group in the interest of coordinated action; findings and recommendations would
then be dispatched to the units for their use.
The organization subsection of G3, working closely with other general staff and
special staff sections of the headquarters, was charged with the preparation of assign
ment, attachment, and movement orders and in conjunction with the adjutant gen
eral section produced the weekly station list of Army troops. The subsection also
directed and supervised the many changes in organization as well as all matters con
nected with activation or inactivation of units. It was often necessary to obtain
additional units or units of a new type for the Army. If these were not available
through reassignment within the theater, the only alternative was to activate them.
Due to the manpower ceiling, this often involved giving up dissimilar units of equal
strength and disbanding or inactivating them in order to produce the required num
ber of troop spaces for activation of the desired new type units. All requests for such
action were coordinated by the organization subsection.
The training subsection was charged with the supervision of training and checked
programs and schedules to see that they were properly drawn to prepare troops for
whatever job they might be required to do. It conducted frequent inspections of
training and kept careful records of the state of readiness of units for their contem
plated missions. This subsection coordinated and controlled all training areas and
aided units in the procurement of training aids and materials, special equipment,
ammunition, and training teams. A special task during the winter was the super
vision of the Brazilian replacement training center. The subsection also established
schools for specialized training whenever the need existed and allocated vacancies
for Army personnel at schools operated by other commands.
Placed under the G—3 section in the fall of 1944 was the airground liaison sub
section, link between the Army and XXII Tactical Air Command (TAC), which
furnished air support for the ground operations of the Army. {For further information
on airground cooperation see Annex No. 5.) A daily conference between the Army com
mander or his representative in his absence and the chief airground liaison officer
was held, at which the Army needs for air support were determined and requests for
fighterbomber missions were formulated. The subsection also coordinated "Rover
Joe" missions of tactical aircraft. This subsection was composed of two groups, the
airground information center and ground liaison teams, the number of which varied
according to the situation. The main mission of the information center, located
near and operating closely with G3 operations, was to act as a clearing house to
receive and disseminate airground information, notifying the air forces of the inten
tions of ground units and keeping the Army informed as to the plans of air units. It
received and processed from subordinate units requests for air support and also was
responsible for the establishment and observance of the army bomb safety line.
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The ground liaison teams operated either with a forward fighter controller —
"Rover Joe" — or at an airfield with an air force group which was working in di
rect support of the Army. The teams with the forward controller filtered requests
for air support received from forward units. If accepted, the requests were passed
on to the air corps for action. The liaison teams also kept the forward controller
informed of locations of ground troops, ground plans, and activities, while ground
units in turn were informed of air plans. Information of both air and ground plans
and situations in the teams' individual sectors was forwarded continuously to the
airground information center. The teams at the airfields kept the air units abreast
of the ground situation, briefed pilots on the location of friendly and enemy instal
lations, informed the airground information center of the results of air operations,
and passed on to the center any important observations made by returning air crews.
(See Annex No. 41.)

B. FUNCTIONING OF THE INTELLIGENCE

SECTION

The G—2 (intelligence) section of the Fifth Army staff as it functioned in the Ap
ennine Mountains was evolved not only from "the book" but from the experiences
of an Army which had been engaged for more than i}4 years in intensive combat
operations. Basically the staff functioned according to "the book" with certain
changes which had been found desirable. The section was divided into six main
subsections: combat intelligence, counterintelligence, signal intelligence, air liaison,
defense and target, and administration, operating under the assistant chief of staff,
G2, Brig. Gen. Edwin B. Howard.
The primary mission of the combat intelligence subsection was to assemble and
evaluate all information received from immediate sources during the progress of
combat operations; however, all subsections were tied so closely to combat intelli
gence that usually the point where actual combat intelligence ceased and longrange
intelligence began was hard to determine. This longrange or strategic intelligence
was furnished in large part by higher command echelons. It was quite likely, how
ever, that Army might obtain strategic intelligence through tactical intelligence
sources just as tactical knowledge might be received from agencies directed primarily
on longrange missions. Closest liaison and mutual exchange of intelligence were
maintained between the Army and its corps and divisions as well as with Eighth Army,
15th Army Group, and other headquarters.
The combat intelligence subsection with its staff of seven officers received the
reports which were customarily sent in three times daily from the corps and separate

divisions. These intelligence summaries (ISUMS) (Annex No. 4G) covered the day's
activity in three reports, one including the period 07301330, one the period 1330
1900, and one the period 19000730 the following morning. The summaries listed
the general operations in which the corps units participated and contained factual
accounts of enemy operations and reactions. Identifications of enemy units were
listed. In the event of the first positive identification of an enemy unit this news was
immediately sent in "flash" form, since one item of this type might have an important
bearing on operational planning. Communication was for the most part by teletype,
but was supplemented by telephone and radio. The daily Army summary of the
enemy situation was compiled from these reports plus additional information ob
tained from the other sources available at headquarters. In this summary were
listed the activities of various components of the hostile army and the enemy order
of battle, including an overlay showing the known disposition of his forces. (See
Annex JVb. 4B.)

Working under the combat intelligence subsection was the order of battle group,
where all the knowledge of German units was assembled and kept up to date. The
order of battle personnel maintained running accounts of the strength of enemy units,
their armaments, and their personalities. A file containing the names of approxi
mately 8,000 German officers was maintained by means of which it was often possible
to secure the identification of an enemy organization. Attached to the order of bat
tle group was a small detachment of document experts from AFHQ, All papers
captured with prisoners of war or captured or found in other localities were exam
ined by this unit, which could thus obtain field post numbers, personalities, and occa
sionally vital information from letters as well as from official documents. During
some phases of the Italian campaign, when large numbers of prisoners were being
taken and many installations overrun, the document group received as many as five
mail sacks of captured letters and documents each day.
Other sources of intelligence which were assembled and catalogued by the
combat intelligence subsection were reports from the Office of Strategic Services/1
which sent secret agents behind the enemy lines; photo reconnaissance; air tactical
reconnaissance, including observations made by bomber crews and other long
distance fliers who were especially briefed to be on the lookout for news of importance
to ground forces; and counterbattery reports from corps and divisions. A great
deal of information was derived from prisoner of war statements, captured docu
ments, escaped exprisoners of war, civilians, and refugees. Trained interrogators
of prisoners of war (IPW) extracted from the enemy soldiers varying types of infor
mation at different levels. At regimental level the prisoners were usually asked only
to identify their own units, those troops adjacent to them, and the location of the
enemy weapons on the immediate front. At divisions and corps the IPW personnel
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dug deeper into the prisoner's background; at the Army prisoner of war cages every
possible scrap of information was obtained from him, including such strategic items
as the state of morale both at home and in the army, improvement of weapons,
location of supply dumps, and other similar pertinent subjects. These IPW reports
were submitted daily to the Army G2 office, which shunted the information con
tained to appropriate sections and other units.
The "eyes" of the intelligence section — which saw many things that could not
possibly be observed from forward ground positions or from artillery observation
planes which did not dare go far behind the enemy's front lines.— fell into two groups:
the tactical reconnaissance (Tac/R) aircraft and the photo reconnaissance unit
(PRU) planes. The two differed widely, tactical reconnaissance being confined
largely to information gathered visually. The tactical reconnaissance Spitfires and
P51's, equipped with vertical cameras, occasionally were utilized to obtain photos
of small, important areas to supplement PRU coverage. The Tac/R planes flew at
an average altitude of 6,500 feet, whereas the PRU aircraft normally ranged three
times as high and thus obtained much more inclusive photographic cover. Vertical
Tac/R photos were suitable for pinpoint localities such as individual bridges or road
blocks, and for supplementing the pilot's visual reconnaissance over a suspected area.
Flying in pairs, one member of the Tac/R team observed ground activity while
the other provided protection against surprise attack by enemy aircraft. In addition
to their normal reconnaissance missions, planes of the tactical reconnaissance squad
rons adjusted targets for longrange heavy artillery and spotted for naval gunfire
directed against land targets. The method by which the Tac/R operated in Fifth
Army grew out of experience in the Italian campaign and differed in certain details
from that described in manuals, chiefly by the centralization of all Army missions
under the control of G2. The air officer with the G2 section received all requests
for coverage from corps and divisions, determined which ones best served Army re
quirements, and requested the missions from XXII TAC, which retained operational
control of the reconnaissance squadrons. The number of missions varied according
to the Army frontage, the number of corps making up the Army, the Tac/R missions
required by the air force for its own use, and the general situation. When the re
quests of the subordinate units were received, the air officer at Army headquarters
coordinated and combined them wherever possible, assigned priorities, and then
made contact with the squadrons directly, informally discussing the Army situation
and explaining why certain coverage was desired.
This close coordination between Army headquarters and the air force produced
excellent results. It enabled the air officer to check and coordinate the requests
against information already obtained from all the other sources available to G2,
avoided repetition and duplication, and insured immediate coverage in cases of oper

ational urgency; also the air officer at Army headquarters was in the best position to
allot mission priorities to corps and apportion artillery adjustment missions in ac
cordance with the overall Army situation. Information obtained by the aircraft
was disseminated by radio. Although wire communication was maintained be
tween the Army and the reconnaissance squadrons, results obtained by the pilot
were broadcast to Army by radio as soon as he had returned and been interrogated.
This information was broadcast in the clear, and divisions and corps by monitoring
this net were able to obtain the information as soon as the G2 section. The reports
were later transmitted by wire.
Owing to the great speed of the planes and the low altitudes at which they
operated, the visual reconnaissance of the Tac/R aircraft was limited to readily seen
movements on enemy roads or railroads, to road blocks, blown bridges, and guns in
the very act of firing. The squadron supporting Fifth Army generally covered the
area south of the Po River during the winter stalemate. Where the Tac/R cover
ended, the detailed photographs obtained by the P38's of the PRU provided the
necessary information. These unarmed and unarmored aircraft cruised at altitudes
varying between 20,000 and 23,000 feet and were normally equipped with twin cam
eras of 24inch focal length, providing prints 9 inches square on an average scale of
I / I I , O O O . The PRU squadron contained some aircraft fitted with 6inch and 12
inch focal length oblique cameras which faced to either side or forward, or all 3
directions at once for photographs taken on runs at an elevation of less than 7,000
feet. One B25 was used for taking oblique shots behind and along the front lines
with 12inch, 24inch, or even 40inch focal length cameras.
Again control was centered at Army G—2 headquarters, to which the commander
of PRU was directly attached. Normally advanced planning at Army level provided
for sufficient coverage to meet the demands of lower echelons. The photo inter
pretation detachments of each division, however, could submit specific requests to
the corps detachments, which in turn passed them on to Army. The PRU officer
at G2 coordinated all the desired cover and communicated the request to the recon
naissance squadron, which was part of the 3d Photo Group, Twelfth Air Force. The
3d Photo Group also furnished the interpreters who were attached to the divisions
and corps and provided trained personnel for the Fifth Army Photo Intelligence
Center, located near the airfield of the reconnaissance squadron. The commanding
officer of the Photo Center transmitted to the squadron the requests from PRU, and
he might add additional coverage requested by the assistant counterbattery officer
of each corps who was stationed at the Center. Requests such as these were the only
ones which did not come directly through Army PRU.
Cover of the extended Army front during the winter months of 194445 w a s
extensive; despite the bad weather it was possible on the average to obtain pictures
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4 days a week. Whenever flying was possible the area along the front and extending
10 miles behind the enemy lines was covered. Communication lines and areas of
German activity in the entire Po Valley area were photographed every 10 days. In
the average week of 915 February PRU made 13,719 exposures, from which 96,800
prints were developed; the allyear average was approximately onethird of a million
prints each month.
Twentyfour hour service normally was obtained on requests for cover. Late
in the afternoon the Army PRU officer at G2 assembled his requirements for the fol
lowing day and presented his requests to the Photo Center; then the ground liaison
officers worked out plans for the next day's flights, which began about 0900 during
the winter. Good photographic light was usually available between 2 hours after
sunrise and 1 yi hours before sunset. The reconnaissance planes flew singly, and the
first mission was back with its exposed plates within 2 hours. Three sets of prints were
processed immediately at the squadron's field laboratory. By noon the prints were
ready for the photo interpreters, who checked first for enemy artillery locations as
requested by the corps counterbattery officers, then looked over areas of suspected
gun positions, dumps, or other installations, and finally inspected the entire picture
for any other useful information. The interpretation reports usually were completed
by nightfall; by the following morning each corps had received a set of prints to
gether with the interpretations. Additional sets of pictures were reproduced by an
American "blue train" detachment, which could turn them out by thousands on a
multiprinter or in smaller numbers on a hand printer. Copies of all prints came to
Army headquarters for staff use and for the target and defense subsection with
further distribution as needed. Each corps received sufficient sets to provide at least
one for each divison, one for corps headquarters, and one for corps artillery head
quarters. Additional sets covering less territory were normally made available to
divisions after the corps interpreter had broken down the prints into divisional
sectors. Mosaics were made by the engineers of Twelfth Air Force both for Fifth
Army and for their own unit. During the winter of 194445 a series of six mosaics on
a scale of 1/15,000 were produced covering all German defenses in the area around
Bologna and four sheets on a 1/11,000 scale showing the coastal sector south of
La Spezia.
Closely coordinated with both the tactical and photographic reconnaissance
as well as with all other information gathering sections of G—2 was the target and
defense subsection, an organization which grew with the expansion of the Italian
campaign. On arrival in Italy only the defense group was organized, but after 6
months of operation on the peninsula a separate target subsection was activated to
cooperate with the defense subsection in determining location of enemy rear area
installations which would provide good targets for longrange artillery or air bom
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bardment on Army request. A special photo interpreter was added to the subsection
to take care of the target division, which had been increased in size until in 1945 it
contained three interpreters, whose duties were to seek photographic corroboration of
ground reports, to discover additional targets which had not been reported by ground
sources, to issue marked target photos for use both by the Army and the air force,
periodically to review the activity around these targets, and to assess bomb damage.
When analysis of the photographs revealed evidence of a worthwhile target,
copies of the specially annotated photographs were prepared for transmission to
X X I I TAC. An index card was made for each target, containing information as to
its type and importance and graded A, B, or G according to the priority value which
was attached to it. Every few days the targets were reevaluated with respect to
their priority rating. Bombing requests were listed daily by the target subsection,
which submitted its recommendation of targets through the G3 section at Army
headquarters. From there in turn it was passed on to the tactical bombers together
with the annotated photographs indicating the exact locations. For special opera
tions in close support of the Army the target subsection assigned individual officers to
make special studies of single elements of the enemy organization. Specially anno
tated photos were also distributed for targets which lay within artillery range or
which, if near the coast, might be suitable for naval bombardment.
The defense subsection, which was somewhat overshadowed by the growth of
its stepbrother, the target subsection, concentrated its efforts closer to the front of
the enemy lines, obtaining its information largely from the same sources, ground and
photographic. The mission of the defense subsection was to determine the location of
all enemy defense positions and the weapons in them. Ground and air reports were
crosschecked, and overprinted maps showing location of machine guns, artillery
pieces, mines, entrenchments, and other obstacles were distributed. These defense
overprints were published whenever sufficient changes had been noted to warrant
revision. The overprints showed positions reported from the ground as well as those
discovered from aerial photos.
The counterintelligence subsection was charged with preventing the enemy from
obtaining from us the same type of information as that which we sought from him.
Counterintelligence detachments were attached to each division and corps in the
Army; in Italy their chief function was the combatting of infiltration by enemy
agents. This took the form of strict control of civilians since it was Italian civilians
with Fascist leanings rather than native Germans who were used most frequently
for such work. The counterintelligence subsection also sought to eliminate leaks in
our own security by preventing our troops from inadvertently providing the enemy
with military secrets.
The "ears" of the Army G2 were in the signal intelligence subsection, which

maintained radio listening stations to intercept enemy traffic over the air. These
stations constantly monitored enemy broadcasts, concentrating mainly on stations
located in the German rear areas. Often codes could be broken and secret messages
deciphered; in many cases the mere increase or decrease in the volume of traffic from
the German stations gave an indication of movements or troop concentrations.

C. PERSONNEL, SUPPLY, AND GOVERNMENT
i. The G—i Section. The work of the Army personnel section, under Col. Ed
ward M. Daniels, assistant chief of staff, G—i, continued at a steady pace throughout
the winter. This section, like the other staff sections, was divided into subsections,
one dealing with officer personnel, another with enlisted personnel, a third concerned
with morale and miscellaneous matters, and a fourth organized to compile statistics.
(See Annex No. 4A.)

To the enlisted personnel subsection fell two of the important functions of the
section, procurement of replacements and handling of the ticklish rotation and
temporary duty problems. Questions pertaining to individuals or small groups of
enlisted men were generally answered in lower echelons, so that at the Army level
the subsection was concerned primarily with enlisted personnel in large numbers.
The most important of such matters was requisitioning of men to fill losses incurred in
combat or caused by other reasons. Assignment of enlisted replacements to various
organizations of the Army was carried out by the subsection after the new men had
been received from the depots. Fifth Army, which contained a great number of
veteran troops with long service overseas, was able to send home on a rotation basis
approximately 700 to 750 personnel each month throughout the winter. About
twice that number received leaves or furloughs in the United States through the tem
porary duty system, whereby men remained assigned to their units overseas, spent
a 30day period at home, and then returned to their organizations. The subsection
handled officers as well as enlisted men in this category.
The officer personnel subsection took charge of all special matters affecting
commissioned members of the Army. All transfers within or outside the command
were handled by this subsection, which also was responsible for procurement, assign
ments, temporary duty, detached service, reclassification, and promotions and ap
pointments. Another duty was that of obtaining from or for the War Department
and other major commands certain specialist officers or officers mentioned specifically
by name.
The morale and miscellaneous subsection was charged with supervision of rest
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centers operated by the Army and distribution of post exchange supplies for all units.
These two duties continually increased in importance, especially during the long
winter stalemate when troops were rested and entertained, as has been previously
described. Problems on a wide variety of subjects fell into the lap of the miscel
laneous department. Under this category, for example, all applications for mar
riage of troops were reviewed. The miscellaneous unit handled processing of recom
mendations for awards and decorations, interpreted uniform regulations, and recom
mended Army policy on many other matters. The fourth Gi subsection, that
dealing with statistics, compiled all types of strength reports for the Army. It re
ceived the reports from subordinate units and published a daily Army report cover
ing battle and nonbattle casualties, prisoners of war, and effective strength of Allied
as well as American troops assigned to Fifth Army. (See Annex No. 4A.)
2. The G4 Section. The responsibility for the procurement of necessary sup
plies and services, the transportation of these supplies, the selection of suitable loca
tions for dumps and depots, the evacuation of salvage and battlefield recovered items,
and the provision of medical service to the troops rested with the G4 section under
the assistant chief of staff, G4, Col. Edward J. O'Neill. The G4 section as such
was the policymaking organization; its directives were carried out by various mem
bers of the special staff and for them by the service troops of Fifth Army. Supplies
ordered into the theater by PBS were made available to the Army to the extent of
availability in accordance with requisitions placed thereon by the Army services and
governed by the level of supplies and rate of expenditures as set by G4.
In order to accomplish its objectives the section was divided into two main divi
sions, operations and supply; administrative functions of both divisions were taken
care of by an administrative division. Augmenting the G—4 section, itself was an
Italian liaison G4 from the Italian administrative division, which was in command
of the Italian service troops. Liaison officers also operated with the G4 section
from an agency representing the Italian War Ministry and from the Allied Forces
Local Resources Boards. The assistant chief of staff, G4, and a small detachment
were situated in the Army forward command post while the bulk of the section re
mained at the rear command post, working under the direction of the G4 executive
officer. The section chief formulated the broad policy decisions, based on informa
tion supplied by G4 Rear; these decisions were executed by his rear echelon in con
junction with the special staff. Progress of the supply organization and its contribu
tion to the general improvement of the combat efficiency of the Army during the
long winter stalemate on the front have been largely described in preceding chapters.
The operations division was charged with carrying out the general broad poli
cies formulated by the G4 relative to the following general subjects: real estate,
review of tables of equipment, issues in excess of authorized allowances, policies on

use of project equipment, reconnaissance for dumps, depots, and truckheads, levels
of supply, recommendations for new types of equipment, allocation of items in criti
cal short supply, and supervision over the use of service troops. The supply division
was charged with implementing broad policies on the movement of supplies from PBS
to Army base depots and from there to truckheads, allocation of vehicles, supervision
of the operation of dumps, local resources, issues of expendable supplies in excess of
authorized allowances, review of theater policies for application to the Army, and
reports of status of equipment. Policies pertaining to supply activities were carried
out through the publication of supply, administration, and evacuation bulletins.
These directives laid down the routine, standard methods of requisitioning, reporting,
and evacuating all types of supplies.
As a part of but operating separately from the G4 section, the transportation
section was in complete operational control of all transportation facilities in the
Army area. All quartermaster truck companies, battalions, and groups were as
signed to the transportation section for operations and administration. The Army
services had merely to bid for transportation on the transportation section, and the
latter arranged all details for the movement of supplies. This included movement
by air, rail, and water as well as by land transport. The transportation section also
supervised movement on the main supply routes and maintained traffic control in
formation, setting up general policies for control of transportation within the Army.
3. The G—5 Section. Although the G—5 section had been operating continu
ously with the Army since the landing at Salerno in 1943, it never before was respon
sible for governing such a large section of Italy as during this period, when virtually
all civilian activity in Alliedheld ground north of the Arno River in the Fifth Army
sector was directed by the section under Brig. Gen. Edgar E. Hume.
The Army military government section was essentially a small, field edition of
the Allied Commission, which administered civil affairs in territory behind the Army
boundary. Senior civil affairs officers attached to each corps headquarters were
furnished with a small staff to carry out police and supply duties and occasionally
engineering, financial, and medical affairs as well. AMG personnel was further
attached to each division headquarters, thus providing representation in the most
forward areas where civilians were likely to be encountered.
The G5 section was staffed by Americans belonging to Company G, 2675th
Regiment, Allied Commission, assigned to Fifth Army, and by British officers and
men attached to the Army. This AMG section was divided into 12 subsections.
Touching on all aspects of civilian life, the subsections included those devoted to
public safety, engineering, legal matters, agriculture, refugee reception, partisans,
finance, supply, labor, monuments and fine arts, public health and welfare, and ed
ucation. Some idea of the need and scope of the activities of the section could be
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obtained by observing the general destruction encountered in almost every area
occupied by the Army. When AMG officers moved in behind combat troops, they
found fuel supplies taken or destroyed by the enemy, public utilities mostly wrecked,
water and sewer systems destroyed, no electricity or gas available, telephone and tele
graph networks smashed, critical food shortages, many streets and buildings razed
or mined, hospitals barely functioning due to lack of medicines, banks closed, libraries
and public monuments missing or demolished, schools closed, and law and order
in a general state of confusion.
As quickly as possible the AMG personnel took over the task of restoring public
services and administration. The public safety subsection, responsible for the main
tenance of civil order, supervised the work of the carabinieri, municipal police, air
raid precaution units, and mine clearance squads recruited from civilians. It con
trolled movement of nonmilitary personnel in the Army area through establishment
of a strict pass system and institution of curfews. The engineer, supply, and public
health and welfare subsections worked closely together on priority assignments. As
soon as a locality was occupied, work was immediately begun on repair of water sys
tems, and at no time during the Italian campaign was any large municipality in
danger of a severe water shortage. Longer range work by the engineer subsection
included drainage of flooded areas through repair of pumps and canals, gradual
restoration of the usually totally destroyed electrical systems, and reconstruction of
roads and bridges. The supply subsection provided thousands of tons of food, set
ting up rationing systems for distribution in many areas where the local supply was
virtually exhausted. Scores of Italian trucks were rehabilitated and provided with
fuel to augment vehicles of the Allied Commission in transporting foodstuffs. Ware
houses were established at critical points. The health and welfare subsection insti
tuted measures to prevent the spread of epidemics, which often occurred in areas of
military operations. Water was made safe to drink, civilians and buildings were
disinfected, thousands of persons were inoculated, and civilian hospitals were re
paired and placed in position to function again. American Red Cross units worked
in close liaison with this subsection, taking over a large portion of the work of recon
struction and reactivation of civilian hospitals near the front, and distribution of
clothing, medicines, and vaccines.
Refugee and partisan problems were handled by special subsections. Reception
centers were organized to take care of persons forced from their homes by the course
of the war. At these centers civilians could be accommodated until battle operations
made it possible for them to be sent back to their homes or evacuated to areas farther
in the rear. A reception center was set up in Florence to care for thousands of Ital
ians brought out of the combat areas in the Apennines. The greatest single operation
of this type ever carried out by the Army AMG occurred on the Anzio beachhead
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early in 1944 when 20,000 civilians were removed by sea to safety in Naples and
southern Italy. Approximately 3,000 partisans were processed during the winter
of 194445, fed, clothed, and passed on to civilian authorities in liberated portions
of Italy. Holding centers for partisans were established at Florence and Pescia.
Another subsection dealing with immediate civilian problems was that in charge of
labor. This unit served a double purpose, furnishing essential manpower for Fifth
Army in the form of thousands of civilian laborers while at the same time providing
jobs for these civilians whose normal occupations were disrupted by the war. Work
was found for many others outside a strictly military sphere.
The legal subsection carried out enforcement of the laws until such time as
Italian civilian courts could be reopened. It continued to maintain military courts
to try cases of a military nature, some as serious as espionage and sabotage. Scores
of enemy agents were arraigned before these courts during the winter stalemate. A
number of executions were carried out against convicted German spies. The finance
subsection supervised the reactivation of the public finance structure, reopening
banks and supplying them with AMG currency. Both primary schools and univer
sities were reopened under supervision of the education subsection after Fascist
propaganda had been eliminated from the curriculum and subversive elements ex
purgated from the faculties. Wherever possible such schools were reestablished in
their original buildings, and additional nutritious food rations for youthful students
were made available.
Under direction of the agricultural subsection many tons of seed were brought
into the Army area and distributed to farmers to enable them to plant crops. Thou
sands of head of livestock were evacuated from battle areas and saved from destruc
tion. Other stock was obtained to replace animals killed or commandeered by the
combatants. Wheat and olive oil were assembled for civilian use; wood and char
coal were made available for Army as well as civilian needs. Of particular impor
tance in an artistic country such as Italy was the work of the monuments and fine
arts subsection, which was charged with protecting and restoring masterpieces in
this field. Intelligence was supplied to the Army to prevent as much destruction as
possible, while various works of art, books, and scientific material were salvaged
from ruins or hiding places and attempts were made to trace many well known items
which had been pillaged by the enemy.

D.

SPECIAL STAFF SECTIONS

Under the coordinating supervision of the general staff sections the multi
tude of regular special staff sections carried out their functions. These sections
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included antiaircraft, artillery, engineer, ordnance, signal, quartermaster, surgeon,
adjutant general, inspector general, judge advocate, chemical warfare, finance,
chaplain, and provost marshal. All or large parts of the first five of these
sections were located in the forward command post; the remainder were in the
rear command post. Four other sections, armored fighting vehicle, special serv
ice, public relations, and historical, were created for special needs; in addition
there were the affiliated headquarters units, such as quartermaster car companies,
finance disbursing sections, bands, engineer service troops, WACs, and military
police. The special staff sections worked closely with each other and with both
higher and lower units to ensure that the orders and policies of the Army commander
were carefully executed and applied to the tasks at hand.

CHAPTER

V . ••.•.•••...,

**

Preparations for the Offensive

W HEN the year 1945 dawned on the Fifth Army front there was little visible
change in the situation which had prevailed for the last 2 months of 1944. The eastern
part of the IV Corps sector continued quiet; the II and 13 Corps sectors remained rela
tively inactive. In the western half of the IV Corps sector the abortive attack of the
combined German and Fascist Italian elements in the Serchio Valley had come to
an end, and our lines had been restored to most of the positions held before the drive
had begun just after Christmas. Winter had set in. Much of the front line was
buried under blankets of snow, in some places to a depth of 18 to 24 inches. Patrol
activity was limited; artillery fire by both the Germans and ourselves was at a min
imum.
On 1 January the Germans were estimated to be capable of defending their
positions and launching counterattacks to restore any losses of ground, fighting
delaying actions in successive positions back to the strong defensive line of the Adige
River on the northern edge of the Po Valley in the foothills of the Alps, or launching
a largescale attack. Although the enemy had built up his strength on the coastal
flank to a total of 9 German and 12 Italian battalions and still constituted a threat in
this sector, it was considered most likely that he would be content to adopt the first
capability and hold his present line. A regrouping of Fifth Army in preparation for
future operations was directed in the first operations instruction of the new year on
5 January. (See Annex Mo. iE.) This regrouping continued throughout most of the
month, the reliefs and changes of sectors culminating in the transfer of 13 Corps to
operational control of Eighth Army on 18 January. Fifth Army continued to ad
minister and supply this Corps.
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A.

THE DECISION TO WAIT

At the end of the first week of January active offensive operations by Eighth
Army were brought to a halt northwest of Faenza along the line of the Senio River
when 15th Army Group decided to postpone further largescale offensive action by
the two Allied Armies until the arrival of spring. Numerous factors were considered
in arriving at this decision. By 1 April it was expected that fresh British and Amer
ican divisions would be available and several welltrained Britishequipped units of
the new Italian Army would be ready for combat. An adequate stock of ammuni
tion reserves would be built up by that date, all major combat elements would be
refitted and rested, and the difficulty in predicting weather conditions during the
winter would be eliminated. An active defense for the remainder of the winter was
the mission assigned to Fifth Army. A number of limited objective attacks were
planned in Operations Instruction No. 2 on 9 January to improve positions, to
keep the enemy guessing as to our final intentions, and to provide better jumpingoff
places for use when the spring offensive was launched. {See Annex No. iF.) The
extensive regrouping of the Army which had begun on 5 January was continued
during the remainder of the month, which passed relatively quietly along the entire
front. Only a few smallscale raids, mostly designed to obtain prisoners, were carried
out by our troops and by the enemy. Several sharp clashes occurred in the Mount
Grande—Mount Cerere sector, in the high ground dominating Highways 6531,
65, and 64, in the Serchio Valley, and in the Strettoia hill mass near the coast when
the opposing armies attempted to secure local vantage points.
Most of the units which had been detached from II Corps late in December
were moved back to the central sector. On 5 January the 135th Regimental Combat
Team returned from Viareggio to its former sector on Highway 65 where it reverted
to control of the 34th Division; the following day the 365th Regimental Combat
Team (o,2d Division), which had been previously attached to II Corps to provide an
additional relief team for the infantry divisions on the east of the highway, moved
west from the Corps sector to its own divisional sector; and on 8 January the 85th
Division began movement to rejoin II Corps. To compensate IV Corps for these
withdrawals, troops of the 86th Mountain Infantry, the first element of the newly
arrived 1 oth Mountain Division to be ready for combat, were attached to the Corps
on 5 January. These specialists in mountain fighting were put under command
of Task Force 45 the following day and on 9 January relieved the 434th and 900th
Antiaircraft Artillery Battalions and the British 39 Light Antiaircraft Regiment in
the wild Apennine terrain in the center of the Corps sector northwest of Pistoia.
The two relieved American battalions shortly became part of the new 473d Infantry.

On i o January, following the return of the 365th Infantry to its area, the 92c! Division
assumed control of the Serchio Valley sector, allowing the 8 Indian Division to be
placed in Army reserve in a rest camp near Pisa. Ten days later the 85th Mountain
Infantry was attached to Task Force 45, and on 28 January the remainder of the
10th Mountain Division, commanded by Maj. Gen. George P. Hays, was placed un
der control of the task force.
Similar largescale changes were made by II Corps. On 9 January the 85th
Division began taking over positions held by the British 1 Division of 13 Corps in the
Mount Grande area. Due to the extremely difficult terrain in this sector, relief
operations were restricted to one battalion each night, and it was not until 17 Jan
uary that command of the sector was assumed by the American Division and II
Corps extended its boundary to the east. The 1 Division came under control of
A F H Q and eventually was transferred to the Middle East. The 17 Indian Brigade
on the extreme right of the Army line was relieved on 11 January by elements of the
British 5 Corps and the British 6 Armoured Division, and the brigade then moved to
Pisa to join the remainder of the 8 Indian Division. The 34th Division relieved
Maj. Gen. Paul H. Kendall's 88th Division on 13 January; after 10 days' rest the lat
ter returned on 24 January to take over from the 91st Division. Although these
were the final physical movements of troops during the month, changes in command
resulted in the 6 South African Armoured Division, which had been functioning as
Army troops, being placed under II Corps on the 15th and 13 Corps, then composed
of the 6 Armoured and 78 Divisions, passing to operational control of Eighth Army
on the 18th. The new Fifth Army right boundary thus created paralleled the
Firenzuola—Imola road 2 miles to the west to a point opposite Castel del Rio, where
it turned north to skirt the east edge of Mount Grande and strike Highway 9 at
Castel San Pietro, west of Imola.
At the end of January, II Corps was disposed with the 6 South African, the
88th, 34th, and 85th Divisions ki the line from left to right and the 91st Division in
reserve. The artillery strength of the Corps was increased by the attachment of the
British 61 Heavy Regiment, which included eight 7.2inch howitzers and two bat
teries of 155mm guns. IV Corps positions were held by the g2d Division, Task
Force 45 (10th Mountain Division), and the 1st Brazilian Division; the 1st Armored
Division and the 8 Indian Division constituted the Army reserve. Throughout the
winter months our troops improved and consolidated their positions, building a
series of secondary defense lines on either side of Highway 65; at the same time they
continued to get ready for the spring offensive.
The Germans also continued to improve their defenses protecting Bologna.
The increased strength of these works enabled the enemy to reduce further his com
mitment against Fifth Army and to use some of these troops to relieve units opposing
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Eighth Army. Marshal Kesselring, apparently recovered from his wounds, again
took command of the enemy armies and shortly before the middle of January sent the
305th Grenadier Division into the line east of Highway 65 where it relieved both
the 363d Grenadier and 4.26. Light Divisions. By 15 January these two divisions had
been identified opposite Eighth Army. Later in January changes among Fascist
Italian elements facing IV Corps were heralded by a new influx of deserters when the
1st Bersaglieri Regiment (Italia Division) replaced elements of the Monte Rosa
Division along the Ligurian coastal sector. About 25 January the 157th Mountain
Division moved into the line west of Highway 65, relieving the 4th Parachute Divi
sion, which also was shortly recommitted against Eighth Army. This was the first
time this mountain division, which had recently been upgraded from a reserve classi
fication after its employment along the FrancoItalian border, had been encoun
tered by Fifth Army. Soon after the beginning of the new year the 71 oth Grenadier
Division arrived in the Italian theater from Norway and was stationed near Venice.
Late in January the 356th Grenadier Division departed to reinforce the German
front in Hungary where it was identified northeast of Budapest by 15 February.

B. ATTACKS

OF THE 920 DIVISION
411 FEBRUARY

After a monthlong period of rest and reorganization following the fighting
in the Serchio Valley during the last week of December, the o,2d Division began the
first of several limited objective attacks planned by General Truscott for the months
of February and March. (See Map No. 4.) The division, its strength increased
by the attachment of the 366th Infantry and various IV Corps troops, committed all
four combat teams under its control in two separate operations, one designed to im
prove positions in the Serchio Valley and the other to achieve similar ends in the
coastal sector on both sides of Highway 1.
The attack in the Serchio Valley was launched first, beginning on 4 February
and initially encountering little opposition. The 366th Infantry, less its 3d Battalion
which was holding the sector between Highway 1 and the Ligurian Sea, was assigned
an attack zone on the west side of the Serchio River and the 365th Infantry a zone
on the east side. The first day's attack met little enemy resistance when Company C,
366th Infantry, occupied Gallicano in strength and pushed patrols farther to the
north. The 2d Battalion, 365th Infantry, likewise entered the villages of Castel
vecchio and Albiano at the foot of the dominating 3,000foot Lama di Sotto ridge
east of the stream. These advances restored the few positions which had been lost
in the German December attack.
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The snow capped peaks of the Apennines rise steeply above the Serchio

The coastal plain just north ofCinquale Canal; Highway i on the

Infantry of the g2d Division move up on tanks through Forte dei Marmi

The joist Tank Destroyer Battalion passes a ruined church in Querceta

The main offensive jumped off at dawn the following day. The 366th Infantry
made advances of approximately % mile, occupying the village of Calomini and
opening the road running west from Gallicano to the village of Vergemoli. Scat
tered enemy resistance and numerous minefields were overcome, but stiffer opposi
tion was encountered when attacks were directed against Mount Faeto, a peak which
lay between Calomini and Gallicano. Company B twice advanced nearly to the
summit of this feature, only to be driven back by smallarms and mortar fire each
time. Objectives were reached along other sections of the regimental line, how
ever, and in the next 3 days some slight progress was made farther up the slopes of
the mountain. The enemy apparently was resigned to permitting these gains, for
he made no counterattacks in great strength.
On the east of the Serchio on 5 February it was not as easy. The defenders
could ill afford to lose the Lama di Sotto terrain, which afforded excellent observa
tion toward the German strongpoint town of Castelnuovo, about 2 miles due west
of the ridge. The first assaults by the 365th Infantry appeared to take the enemy
by surprise, and objectives were speedily reached. Some Fascist elements of the
Italia Division, which were interspersed among the German troops of the 148th
Grenadier Division, gave way, and in less than an hour after the 3d Battalion began
the attack, important gains had been made. Company I occupied the village of
Lama at 0710; at 0750 Company L passed through Sommocolonia and seized the
high ground on the ridge southwest of Lama. Company K reached the ridge north
east of Lama at Mount della Stella, and all three units dug in to occupy the positions,
which represented a gain of more than a mile from the line of departure.
Enemy resistance became stiffer the following day when the 2d Battalion began
moving north from Castelvecchio across the southwest slopes of the ridge. Despite
greatly increased enemy artillery and mortar fire, objectives were reached, and the
line was consolidated with that of the 3d Battalion, which repulsed small counter
attacks directed at Mount della Stella. The 1st Battalion relieved the 3d Battalion
during the night of 78 February but had hardly gotten in position when the 2d
Battalion, 286th Grenadier Regiment, began a series of fierce counterattacks to
regain the ridge. The first, launched before daylight in company strength, was suc
cessfully beaten off by artillery fire. Another, in which the entire German battalion
participated, overran Lama at 1725, took Mount della Stella and forced our troops
back about 500 yards. The Germans struck the salient at Mount della Stella from
three sides and worked down the ridge toward the rest of the 1st Battalion. Counter
attacks continued on 9 February without additional success.
At 0630, 10 February, the 365th Infantry attacked to regain the ridge, com
mitting three battalions, the 3d on the right, the 2d in the center, and the attached
2d Battalion, 366th Infantry, on the left. Heavy machinegun fire and mortar bar
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rages were laid down by the Germans, but Italians of the ist Bersaglieri Regiment
collapsed, giving up 55 prisoners and enabling our troops to get back into Lama and
onto parts of the ridge southwest of the village. This success proved only temporary.
The Germans renewed their pressure, and before dark the enemy again infiltrated
into Lama itself. Three additional enemy attacks on 11 February were beaten off
until a fourth, estimated to include 200 Germans, forced us to make further slight
withdrawals. Activity then died down in the valley with the important ridge re
maining in enemy hands; our advanced posts were about ^ mile forward of the
original positions.
The attack in the coastal region was designed to improve positions to a general
depth of about 2 miles, both in the mountains east of Highway 1 and north of a series
of canals which cut the narrow plain between the highway and the sea. The Strettoia
hill mass was the principal inland objective. The 371st Infantry operated in the
right zone, entirely through rugged terrain, and the 370th Infantry, which had been
in division reserve, took over the left half of the old 371st Infantry sector, with its
left flank on Highway 1 and its right flank in the mountains. On the extreme left
of the division the 3d Battalion, 366th Infantry, was formed into Task Force 1, which
also included Company C, 760th Tank Battalion, a platoon of tank destroyers from
the 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion, and the 27th Armored Field Artillery Battalion
(ist Armored Division). Armor from the 760th Tank Battalion and the 758th
Light Tank Battalion was also attached to the two regiments. Corps artillery bat
talions, chemical mortars, and fighterbombers of XXII TAC directed by Rover
Joe, supported the operation. Task Force 1 was to advance along the beach until
it had crossed the Cinquale Canal near its mouth, and then turn inland toward
Highway 1. The other two forces were to attack to the northwest in their zones.
The attack began at 0600, 8 February, with a rapid initial advance along the
entire front across the relatively wide noman's land which separated the opposing
forces. By midmorning, however, stiff infantry resistance and intense artillery and
mortar fire was encountered by all three forces. On the right the 371st Infantry,
advancing with two battalions abreast, was pinned down after an 800yard gain
through heavy fire and minefields. Attacking in column of battalions led by the
3d Battalion, the 370th Infantry in the central zone ran into bitter resistance by noon.
At the end of the day the regiment had moved ahead only about 1 mile.
The most severe opposition developed on the left flank where Task Force 1 was
forced to operate in flat terrain, exposed not only to heavy smallarms fire from Ger
man troops of the 148th Fusilier Battalion and supporting mortars and field artillery,
but also to big coastal guns firing from the La Spezia area. Task Force infantry,
riding on the tanks of the 760th Tank Battalion, crossed the canal mouth without
much trouble. Although the water was only about 30 inches deep and 90 feet
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wide at this point, the beach was heavily sown with mines, which disabled two
tanks almost immediately. After it had advanced 500 yards north of the canal, the
force turned inland toward a coastal road which paralleled Highway 1, immediately
encountering thick minefields. Heavy, accurate artillery, mortar, and machinegun
fire, which prevented engineers from bridging the canal inland from the exposed
beach, also made it impossible for them to breach the minefield ahead of the force.
The tank company attempted to break through the field to the road, only to lose
four more vehicles in the mines. Despite the fire the entire force managed to reach
the north side of the canal by 1700; at dusk Company B, 370th Infantry, came across
to reinforce the infantry, which had suffered heavy casualties.
On 9 February both the 370th and 371st Infantry made limited gains, the
former placing light elements on the summit of Mount Strettoia. The Germans
hurriedly brought up the 285th Grenadier Regiment from reserve. These fresh
troops immediately stiffened the defense of the 281st Grenadier Regiment on High
way 1 and in the Strettoia hill mass and launched counterattacks. Minefields cov
ered by fire prevented the armor from advancing up Highway 1; the leading bat
talion of the 371st Infantry suffered such high straggler losses that it was unable to
take advantage of the temporary break it had created in the German line the pre
vious day. Task Force 1 continued to suffer heavily. The bridgehead north of the
canal extended about 1,000 yards along the beach and 500 yards inland, but many
of the tanks were forced to remain on the beach itself since maneuver inland was
restricted by the mines. Enemy counterattacks at 0600 and 1100 were beaten off; a
heavier thrust at 1730 pushed back the perimeter of the bridgehead lines. Remain
ing elements of the 1st Battalion, 370th Infantry, were committed to help hold the
ground and were ferried over the canal on tanks. In the ferrying process three tanks
of the 758th Light Tank Battalion fell into deep craters in the bed of the canal,
drowned out, and had to be abandoned.
The next day, while the 370th Infantry held its positions, the 371st Infantry
struggled to maintain a foothold east of the Strettoia hill mass against further counter
attacks by the 285th Grenadier Regiment and reinforcing elements of the Kesselring
Machine Gun Battalion, and Task Force 1 attempted to break through to Highway
1. More armor and personnel were lost in the thick minefields. At 1600 our
infantry in the bridgehead were pushed back, and enemy troops almost reached the
task force headquarters. At 1930 an order was received for the entire force to pull
back south of the canal, destroying whatever tanks could not be evacuated. By
the morning of the n t h it had withdrawn to points a mile south of the canal, after
crews had burned the three stalled light tanks and destroyed the crippled mediums
with pointblank gunfire from the few operational tanks. The 70hour stand north
of the Ginquale Canal cost the 760th Tank Battalion 16 medium tanks and the 758th
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Light Tank Battalion 4 light tanks; forward observers from the 27th Armored Field
Artillery Battalion lost 2 additional medium tanks. The 3d Battalion, 366th Infan
try, lost 329 men killed, wounded, or missing.
On 11 February offensive operations farther inland also ceased. A counter
attack against the 3d Battalion, 370th Infantry, disorganized that unit and recap
tured most of the ground the regiment had taken. The 2d Battalion stopped the
German attack and together with the 371st Infantry consolidated the positions then
held, on approximately the same ground as that occupied before the offensive was
undertaken. Within the next few days regrouping of supporting units took place,
when several artillery units and the 84th Chemical Battalion were shifted to the
eastern part of the IV Corps sector where further operations were soon to be started.
The 1st Battalion, 370th Infantry, took over the extreme coastal sector; the 3d Bat
talion, 366th Infantry, withdrew to Viareggio for reorganization.

C. GAINS ALONG HIGHWAY 64
18 FEBRUARYs MARCH

The second limited objective attack planned for February as a preliminary move
to improve positions before beginning any more extensive offensive was aimed at
securing the high ground dominating a 10mile section of Highway 64. The ob
jectives of the attack outlined in Operations Instruction No. 4, dated 16 February
{Annex No. if), were a series of mountain peaks and ridges roughly 5 miles west of
the road and extending from a point opposite Porretta north to points south and
west of Vergato, a distance of approximately 8 miles. In German hands these peaks
— at a general elevation of 3,500 feet — afforded complete observation over most of
the highway in this area and into our positions east of the Reno River. If occupied
by our forces, the Germans would not only be denied the use of these valuable ob
servation points, but we would be provided with good jumpingoff positions for
future offensive operations toward Bologna. The ground north of the objectives,
although still very rugged, sloped gradually toward the Po Valley, and in this sector
the enemy had not constructed such strong defenses as now faced our forces astride
Highway 65.
The planned operations were much more ambitious than those which had re
cently ended without appreciable gains in the Serchio Valley and on the Ligurian
coastal plain. Two IV Corps divisions, the 1st Brazilian Division and the fresh 10th
Mountain Division, were to be employed in the attack, which was to be carried out
in two phases. The first part involved seizure of the longdisputed Mount Belvedere
and its two companion peaks, Mount della Torraccia and Mount Castello. The
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second phase, which was to be begun after ground captured in the first was completely
consolidated, required capture of additional ridges northeast of Mount Torraccia
and Mount Castello, including Mount Grande d'Aiano, Mount della Croce, Mount
Castellana, and territory surrounding the town of Castelnuovo. Occupation of these
objectives would push our line as far as 7 miles west of Highway 64, place the ground
dominating the highway almost to Vergato in our hands, and put us in position to
neutralize the strongpoint in the town. We would also gain observation over much
of the lower country to the north, toward Highway 9 west of Bologna. The valley
highway lay about 20 miles north of the final phase line.
The most critical terrain feature included in Phase I of the projected attack was
Mount Belvedere, its twin crest called Mount Gorgolesco, and the high ground along
the saddle which connected it with Mount della Torraccia. This saddle was formed
by a ridge 3 miles long, only slightly lower than the 3,736foot Mount Belvedere and
the 3,549foot summit of Mount della Torraccia. These peaks and the ridge dom
inated not only the ground to the southeast but also the basin of the Panaro River,
which extended for 6 or 7 miles to the northwest. One mile south of Mount della
Torraccia lay Mount Castello, the third critical height in the immediate area.
West of our positions below Mount Belvedere and extending about 4 miles from
northeast to southwest lay the even more rugged Serrasiccia—Cappel Buso ridge,
anchored on the south by Mount Mancinello and on the north by Pizzo di Campiano.
From Mount Serrasiccia, which rose to 4,526 feet almost in the center of the rocky
mass, this ridge sloped slightly toward both extremities; the outstanding feature of it
was an almost sheer 1,500foot rock northeastern face. Pizzo di Campiano was
nearly 100 feet higher than Mount Belvedere but despite its higher elevation the
ridge did not afford observation over as much of the area. However, it did provide
excellent observation on the reverse slopes of the Belvedere—Torraccia ridge, and
therefore it was considered essential that this ridge be taken and the left flank thus
secured before the main assault was launched.
Over the entire mountain system concealment was possible only in scattered
clumps of stunted, scrubby growth. The few roads in the sector were narrow, some
of them less than twoway. The burden of supply would fall on the pack mule, the
fulltracked Weasel, and jeeps, which could navigate some of the trails. By careful
driving armored vehicles could be pushed forward in limited numbers, since in pre
vious operations in the vicinity tanks had been as far up as the village of Querciola,
on the ridge a little more than a mile southwest of Mount Belvedere summit. The
sector was defended by the German 232d Grenadier Division, which was thinly
spread along an 18mile front with the 1045th Grenadier Regiment holding most of
the Belvedere—Torraccia ridge, the 1043d Grenadier Regiment in the Mount Cas
tello area, and the 1044th Grenadier Regiment scattered along the Serrasiccia—
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Cappel Buso ridge and mountains to the southwest of it. In reserve were the
Fusilier Battalion and elements of the 4th Independent Mountain Battalion.
1. The Belvedere Operation. By the first of February the entire 10th Mountain
Division was concentrated in the Task Force 45 sector, extending east from Bagni di
Lucca, through the Cutigliano Valley, and facing Mount Belvedere on the right
flank. Frequent longdistance patrols were instituted by the mountain troops to
probe enemy defenses in the area and give the new units some combat experience
before they were committed to fullscale attack. On 15 February the 473d Infantry
was attached to IV Corps and relieved 1 oth Mountain Division elements in the Bagni
di Lucca and Cutigliano areas; 2 days later the division assumed command of the
eastern part of the task force sector adjoining the Brazilians, and the 473d Infantry
took charge of the western half. The 1 oth Mountain Division was assembled in its
new sector, the bulk of the units in the Lizzano area southwest of Porretta in the Silla
River valley.
The preliminary attack to secure the flanking Serrasiccia—Campiano ridge
before the main assault on Mount Belvedere and Mount Castello was launched began
at 1930, 18 February. (See Map No. 5.) The mission, assigned to the 1st Battalion,
86th Mountain Infantry, necessitated a spectacular assault up the sheer face of the
cliff. Experienced mountain climbers, negotiating the steep rock wall in darkness
which was partially dissipated by the artificial moonlight cast by searchlight beams,
caught the 2d Battalion, 1044th Grenadier Regiment, by surprise while it was in the
process of being relieved by elements of the 232d Fusilier Battalion. The enemy,
thus hit while he was off balance, gave up the strategic heights after making compar
atively little resistance.
Our mountain battalion attacked the ridge frontally, Company A moving
against Mount Mancinello, Company B against Mount Cappel Buso, and Company
C against Mount Serrasiccia. Company F, attached to the 1st Battalion, advanced
against positions south of Mount Mancinello to provide left flank protection, and one
platoon of Company A operated independently on the right flank to take the Pizzo di
Campiano spur. The attack over this seemingly impassable terrain — so steep that
in some instances troops found it necessary to use ropes to haul themselves up — caught
the enemy completely unaware. At 0030, 19 February, Company B reached the
lower slopes of Mount Cappel Buso before the first opposition was met in the form
of smallarms fire. After a ihour skirmish the objective was seized; its garrison was
mostly killed or captured. Similar confused resistance was met by the other com
panies. Company A reached the ridge at Mount Mancinello at 0045, closely sup
ported by Company F, and at 0505 Company C attained its objective after a brief
fire fight. The detached platoon of Company A reached the summit of Pizzo di
Campiano after a hard 9hour climb and successfully occupied the ridge in that area.
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The first counterattacks were directed against this platoon; three such assaults varying
in strength from platoon to company were repulsed during the day. Between the
time it arrived on the ridge and its relief at 0800, 21 February, the platoon successfully
beat off seven enemy attempts to recover the position.
Counterattacks which were successfully repelled were also received at other
points along the ridge. Two companies of the German 4th Independent Mountain
Battalion were virtually wiped out in these battles. The supply and evacuation
problem was overcome by supporting engineers, who constructed a tramway which
reached twothirds of the way up the cliff. Seven .50 caliber machine guns and two
75mm pack howitzers were emplaced on the ridge to support the main effort on the
west slope of Mount Belvedere. The 1st Battalion held and improved its positions
until early morning of 22 February, when it was relieved by the 10th Mountain
Antitank Battalion and the 10th Mountain Reconnaissance Troop. The relieved
units assembled with other elements of their regiment in the vicinity of Gaggio
Montano, at the foot of the Belvedere—Torraccia saddle.
The left flank protected by capture of the ridge, the division secretly moved its
other units into attack positions. Reinforcing the fire power of the division were the
175th Field Artillery Battalion; Battery A, 1125th Armored Field Artillery Battalion;
Company A, 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion; and 4.2inch mortars of the 84th
Chemical Battalion. The 894th Tank Destroyer Battalion and the 751st Tank
Battalion provided armored strength, and extensive arrangements were completed
for air support by Rover Joe and XXII Tactical Air Command. The division plan
of attack called for the 87th Mountain Infantry to move northeast up the western
slope of Mount Belvedere while the 85th Mountain Infantry was committed to a
frontal attack to the north against the Belvedere and Gorgolesco summits. The 3d
Battalion, 86th Mountain Infantry, would cover the right flank of the division by
seizing the village of Mazzancana. When the 10th Mountain Division had reached
Hill 1053, in the saddle approximately halfway between Mount Gorgolesco and
Mount della Torraccia, the BEF was to attack Mount Castello. IV Corps artillery
was in position to support both divisions.
Since the enemy on Mount Belvedere had complete observation over our posi
tions in the Silla Valley, assault troops secretly marched 8 miles on foot during the
night of 1819 February into forward assembly areas at the base of the Belvedere—
Gorgolesco mass. The attack jumped off at 2300, 19 February, without artillery
preparation, in the hope of securing at least tactical surprise in such a night assault.
On the left the 87th Mountain Infantry crossed the line of departure along the road
net near Querciola. Near the village of Corona the 2d Battalion turned west and
southwest toward the villages of Polla and Rocca Corneta, while the 1st Battalion
pressed northeast up the slope toward Mount Belvedere and north to the village of
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Valpiana. Leading troops advanced approximately 800 yards before reaching the
first enemy outposts; sporadic resistance was offered by groups of the enemy dug in
along a line of bunkers, machinegun positions, and fortified houses which extended
from the summit of Mount Belvedere west to Rocca Corneta.
Extensive antipersonnel and antitank minefields were encountered on the west
ern slopes near Corona, and some casualties were caused among the troops and par
tisans who were acting as guides. Most of these fields were negotiated without great
difficulty, although the frozen ground made probing almost impossible. Corona
was bypassed at about 0300. An hour and onehalf later 1st Battalion units reached
Mount Belvedere against moderate resistance and began clearing a spur of the main
ridge running north toward Valpiana. The 26. Battalion meanwhile mopped up
around Corona and swung >£ mile west toward Polla. This strongpoint was taken
at 1035, knocking another hole in the enemy's main line and rendering Rocca Cor
neta, between Polla and elements of the 86th Mountain Infantry on Pizzo di Campi
ano, untenable. The 3d Battalion moved into the center of the 87th Mountain In
fantry zone north of Corona during the morning, and positions were improved and
organized on the regimental front throughout the day. Two companies of the 1st
Battalion, 1044th Grenadier Regiment, were badly cut up in our initial advance and
in German counterattacks launched at 0400 on the 20th.
The regiment beat off local counterattacks along most of its front on 21 February,
inflicting severe casualties on the attackers, while artillery fire and aerial bombard
ment broke up a potentially powerful concentration of enemy troops north of Val
piana before they could be organized for attack. By darkness of 22 February the
regiment occupied and consolidated all objectives in its zone, and partisans entered
Rocca Corneta without resistance at 2100 that night. On 27 February the 1st Bat
talion, 1st Brazilian Infantry, took over positions held on the western slopes of Mount
Belvedere, and the 3d Battalion, 87th Mountain Infantry, moved east to relieve the
2d Battalion, 1st Brazilian Infantry, on Mount Castello.
Efforts were begun early in the morning of the first day of the attack to get tanks
and tank destroyers into position on the ridge, principally as a defensive measure since
it was expected heavy counterattacks, possibly by as large a unit as a division, would
be received. Great difficulty was experienced due to heavily mined roads and bad
terrain. Tanks advanced as far as Querciola on 20 February, but several were dis
abled by mines and others threw their tracks in attempting to continue on to Corona
and Valpiana. One tank finally reached Valpiana on the morning of 21 February;
by the next morning both tanks and tank destroyers reached the ridge northeast of
Mount Belvedere after engineers at last cleared the roads of deeply laid mines by
detonating them with Bangalore torpedoes.
Farther to the east similar successes were achieved when the 85th Mountain

Infantry sent its 3d Battalion against Mount Belvedere and the 1st Battalion against
Mount Gorgolesco. At 0100, 20 February, the 3d Battalion first encountered re
sistance 300 yards below the summit. Three hours later leading elements had fought
their way to the top, and at 0615 the entire battalion was on the ridge in the face of
heavy mortar and artillery fire. On Mount Gorgolesco the 1st Battalion experienced
almost identical enemy reaction but by 0610 cleared the summit; after reorganizing
it moved on at 0730 up the ridge toward Mount della Torraccia, meeting increased
smallarms and mortar fire. Enemy artillery was partially neutralized by counter
battery fire; activity of friendly aircraft which began operating about the time the
battalion started to advance toward the saddle caused a marked reduction in the
German shelling. The aircraft provided close support on all parts of the division
front during the day, bombing, strafing, and firing rockets at gun positions and other
enemy installations. A total of 412 sorties was flown in support of the Belvedere—
Torraccia attack. Both Rover Joe and "Horsefly" — the latter a forward observer
flying in a Cub plane — directed the Spitfires and P47's of the 57th and 350th
Fighter Groups and the 8 South African Air Force Wing. Support as close in as
600 yards was provided throughout the operation. The 3d Battalion, 86th Mountain
Infantry, experienced little opposition in its supporting attack on the right of the 85th
Mountain Infantry, occupying the village of Mazzancana and setting up defensive
positions about halfway up the southeastern slope of the saddle early in the morning
of the 20th.
Companystrength counterattacks were received east of Mount Gorgolesco at
1115, and several other smaller thrusts were repulsed later in the day. These were
ineffective in stopping the advance, and about half the saddle had been cleared at
1800 when the 2d Battalion passed through the 1st Battalion to continue the attack.
The 2d Battalion encountered stubborn resistance as it pushed slowly forward along
the ridge on 21 February. At 0700 a battalionstrength counterattack from the north
was launched by elements of the 741st Light Regiment, the first unit of the 114th
Light Division committed against us in this sector. Part of this division previously
had been noted moving westward from the Eighth Army front near Lake Comacchio
and apparently had been on the way to reinforce the Mount Belvedere sector even
before the 10th Mountain Division began its attack. These counterattacks, reinforced
by elements of the 1st Battalion, 1043d Grenadier Regiment, which had constituted
a local reserve, temporarily halted our forward progress although they failed to
recapture any of the ground the 85th Mountain Infantry had already taken.
The 2d Battalion inched ahead again late in the afternoon and at darkness
reached points just below the summit of Mount della Torraccia. The Germans pum
meled the area with heavy artillery and mortar concentrations, and at the end of
22 February the summit yet remained in enemy hands, although we had taken many

of the lesser hills around the mountain. Positions were virtually unchanged the fol
lowing day. After relief of the 2d Battalion by the 3d Battalion, 86th Mountain In
fantry, during the night of 2324 February, the fresh unit seized the summit of the
disputed mountain at 0730, 24 February, following a heavy artillery preparation,
and advanced slightly beyond the crest. Extensive trench systems were overrun.
On 25 February the enemy made one final effort to drive us back, mounting a coun
terattack which resulted in the almost complete destruction of the assaulting units of
the Mittenwald Mountain Battalion. These and following units were thrown in
piecemeal when they arrived by forced marches. Members of the 741st Light Reg
iment and the 114th Reconnaissance Battalion (114th Light Division) continued to
offer resistance on the northeast slopes of Mount della Torraccia for the next few
days, but the attack on the 25th marked the actual conclusion of the battle for the
ridge.
The 1st Brazilian Division in its attack against Mount Castello followed tactics
similar to those used by the 10th Mountain Division. The 1st Brazilian Infantry
attacked from the west and south while the 11 th Brazilian Infantry pushed north
across the lower eastern slopes with the bulk of its weight directed east of the moun
tain. The 1st and 3d Battalions, 1st Brazilian Infantry, jumped off from positions
north and east of Mazzancana at 0530, 21 February, taking hills below the main
mountain within 2 hours against light opposition. The Germans, whose right flank
was threatened by our advance along the Belvedere—Torraccia saddle, withdrew
from some of their positions and were blasted out of others by a 15minute preparatory
artillery barrage before the Brazilians began their main assault on Mount Castello
at noon. The two battalions converged on the objective, the 1st Battalion attacking
northeast and the 3d Battalion north. Leading elements of the 1st Battalion reached
the summit at 1745, and an hour later the 3d Battalion came up the southern slopes;
by 2040 scattered pockets of resistance on the mountain had been mopped up. The
11 th Brazilian Infantry advanced in its zone, capturing the village of Abetaia. The
6th Brazilian Infantry, holding the right flank of the 1 st Brazilian Division, took no
part in the attack.
On 22 February the 1st Brazilian Infantry continued to make slight gains north
of Mount Castello and consolidated its positions on the mountain. The following
morning Mount della Casellina, 1 mile east of Mount Castello, was occupied. The
village of Bella Vista fell late in the afternoon, and by midnight of 2425 February
La Serra, slightly more than 1 mile due east of Mount della Torraccia, was outflanked
and captured in the face of heavy machinegun fire. Numerous counterattacks were
beaten off; enemy resistance in the vicinity finally collapsed about noon on 25 Feb
ruary when several pillboxes were reduced in a bayonet and grenade assault.
The reliefs affected between the 10th Mountain Division and the 1st Brazilian
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Division resulted in splitting the Brazilian zone of operations after the first phase of
the attack was concluded on 25 February. All objectives included in this phase had
been captured and consolidated; the two divisions adjusted positions in preparation
for the second phase. On 28 February, after the 87th Mountain Infantry and the
1st Brazilian Infantry had completed mutual reliefs, the BEF took command of the
western part of the 10th Mountain Division zone, the 10th Mountain Antitank Bat
talion and the 10th Mountain Reconnaissance Troop on the Serrasiccia—Campiano
ridge coming under operational control of the Brazilians. These changes left the
10th Mountain Division holding a sector running northeast with its left boundary
along the eastern slopes of Mount Gorgolesco and the right boundary x/2 mile east
of Mount Castello. From this point eastward the BEF again held territory extending
to the Reno River, where its sector adjoined that of the 1st Armored Division of
II Corps.
2. The Second Phase. The second phase of the Corps attack, which was de
signed to push our positions forward to a general eastwest line slightly south of
Vergato, was originally planned to begin on 1 March, but poor weather forced two
postponements, the assault troops finally jumping off at 0800, 3 March. (See Map
No. 6.) Between the 10th Mountain Division and the final phase line of the opera
tion lay more than 4 miles of high ridges and peaks through which the main burden
of the attack still rested on the American division. The Brazilians were given the
task of continuing ahead in a northeasterly direction parallel to Highway 64 with the
town of Castelnuovo being the principal objective in the BEF zone.
General Hays committed two regiments abreast, the 86th Mountain Infantry
on the left or west flank, directed chiefly against Mount Terminale, Mount della
Vedetta, and Mount Grande d'Aiano, and the 87th Mountain Infantry on the right
against Mount della Croce, Mount della Castellana, and ultimately against Castel
d'Aiano and Mount della Spe. Tanks of the 751st Tank Battalion and selfpro
pelled 3inch guns of the 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion were assigned the mission
of providing armored support.
The 86th Mountain Infantry crossed the line of departure from positions just
north of Mount Torraccia, advancing with two battalions abreast, the 1st Battalion
across the western slopes of Mount Terminale and the 2d Battalion across the eastern
side of the mountain. An intense 20minute artillery preparation preceded the at
tack, all the division weapons and corps artillery ranging up to 155mm guns par
ticipating. The 1st Battalion advanced rapidly through enemy artillery, mortar,
and smallarms fire, successfully passing through German minefields without suffer
ing a casualty. After the entire western section of the mountain had been cleared
at 1100 the 3d Battalion, 85th Mountain Infantry, was moved forward from division
reserve to take over these positions and provide protection for the left flank. The

relieved battalion was assembled ready to relieve in turn another of the attacking
formations.
The 2d Battalion rapidly overran the eastern portion of Mount Terminale, clear
ing it by 0840, but ran into stiff resistance an hour later in the village of Iola, just
north of the mountain. Supported by the direct fire of tank destroyers, the bat
talion battled through the streets and cleared houses which had been turned into
strongpoints by the Germans; the village was finally cleared about noon. Among
the prisoners taken at Iola were the commanding officer and most of the staff of the
2d Battalion, 721st Light Regiment, which had been moved up to join other
elements of the 114th Light Division in relieving and reinforcing the 232d Grenadier
Division. The action of the 86th Mountain Infantry in the first 5 hours of the attack
virtually destroyed this enemy battalion and inflicted heavy losses on other elements
of the 721st Light Regiment. Following the fall of Iola, the 3d Battalion, 86th
Mountain Infantry, passed through the 2d Battalion and continued on ahead to take
Campo del Sole at 1745. This advance placed the forward troops about 2 miles
north of the line of departure of the morning, and the regiment dug in for the night.
Similar success was achieved in the zone of the 87th Mountain Infantry. With
only the 3d Battalion completely committed, the regiment advanced in column of
battalions against varying resistance; by noon Mount della Vedetta, a mile south
east of Campo del Sole, was cleared and a road block established at Pietra Colora.
Here, as elsewhere across the division front, the enemy fell back from ridge line to
ridge line, never counterattacking as it had been expected he would do, and giving
up large numbers of prisoners representing various units of both the 114th Light
Division and the 232d Grenadier Division. It developed that once again our attack
had caught the enemy in the midst of a relief, this time by the 721st Light Regi
ment of elements of the 1043d Grenadier Regiment. Extensive air support by
fighterbombers directed by Rover Joe again pinned down German units behind
the immediate front, thus preventing shifting of enemy strength from one sector to
another. The planes also contributed greatly to an effective counterbattery program
against enemy artillery and mortars.
Both attacking regiments resumed their advance at 0800, 4 March, following
artillery barrages. In the zone of the 86th Mountain Infantry the 1st Battalion
moved toward the town of Sassomolare, cleared it by noon, and continued pushing
north against Mount Grande d'Aiano, the last regimental objective. The final
assault against this height was begun at 1315, and in little more than 2 hours the
scant organized opposition had been overcome. Immediate organization for de
fense was undertaken on Mount Grande, since no further advances were planned in
this sector. The 3d Battalion, which had passed through the 2d Battalion, moved
forward on the right of the 1st Battalion, while the 3d Battalion, 85th Mountain In
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fantry, occupied additional defensive positions along the extended flank on the
west.
Progress was not quite so rapid in the 87th Mountain Infantry zone. The 1st
Battalion attacked Mount Acidola, due north of Pietra Colora, while the 2d Bat
talion branched off to the northwest and then swung in ahead of the 1st Battalion
against Madonna di Brasa, northeast of Sassomolare. Mount Acidola fell by mid
day, and shortly after 1600 Madonna di Brasa was occupied. At 1000 the 3d Bat
talion was committed for the first time, striking east from Pietra Colora against Mount
della Croce. This brilliant flanking attack speedily wrested the important feature
from the Germans, who were cleared from it soon after 1500; the mountain troops
were subsequently relieved by the 3d Battalion, 6th Brazilian Infantry.
The capture of Mount Grande on 4 March paved the way for the completion of
the Phase II operations the following day in the territory between the mountain and
Highway 64. While the 86th Mountain Infantry continued to mop up in the north
western portion of the division zone, the 87th Mountain Infantry pushed through in
the center, and the 85th Mountain Infantry was committed to clear out the moun
tains on the right. Both the 1st and 2d Battalions, 87th Mountain Infantry, were
concentrated in a narrow zone less than 1 mile wide and directed their attack against
the town of Castel d'Aiano. The 2d Battalion maneuvered to the left, to take high
ground and block the roads running northwest from Gastel d'Aiano, while the 1st
Battalion smashed into the town. By the late afternoon of 5 March the 2d Battalion
fought its way into the covering positions; by 1940 the 1st Battalion, spearheaded by
tanks, moved into Castel d'Aiano itself, pushing the deep salient in the center to the
final phase line. In this area elements of the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division, which
the Germans had rushed up from reserve to block our advance, were encountered
for the first time, but in a fierce battle could not prevent our capture of the
town.
Previous advances had made it possible to commit the fresh 85th Mountain
Infantry at 0800, 5 March, on the right of the 87th Mountain Infantry. The 1st
Battalion attacked north against Mount della Spe, which lies slightly northeast of
Castel d'Aiano; the 2d Battalion struck northeast in a flanking attack against the
Mount della Castellana hill mass. Shortly before noon the 1st Battalion reached
a wide draw below the southern slopes of its objective, crossed it under heavy enemy
fire which inflicted severe casualties, and struck up the mountainside. Despite stiff
enemy resistance the battalion reached the top of the mountain at 1800. When
the 2d Battalion attempted an attack up the south side of Mount della Castellana, it
found the approaches heavily covered by fire. The leading companies fell back,
circled around to the west, and launched a new assault up the western slopes, after
the area had been covered by a concentration from all available artillery. By 1500

extensive trench systems were overrun, and leading elements reached the summit.
The bypassed enemy on the southern slopes were speedily rounded up, and Company
E, moving northwest along the ridge line, captured the northern peak — Mount
Spicchione — before darkness.
The long expected counterattacks finally materialized during the night of
56 March, directed against our most forward positions on Mount della Spe. Ele
ments of the 15th Panzer Grenadier Regiment launched one attack before midnight,
followed with others at 0030, 0130, and 0440, but failed to drive the 1st Battalion off
the peak, although one German group penetrated to such close range that bayonets
came into play. After the fourth attempt failed, the enemy was forced to cease such
efforts and rely on heavy artillery fire to harass the American positions, when the
front once more became stabilized. The 3day effort of the 10th Mountain Division
resulted in the capture of approximately 1,200 prisoners and occupation of more than
35 square miles of enemy territory.
The Brazilian effort on the extreme right of IV Corps was closely coordinated
with the advance of the 10th Mountain Division, although the attack initially was
delivered in widely scattered areas. On 3 March the 2d Battalion, n t h Brazilian
Infantry, pushed forward on the right flank of the 87th Mountain Infantry. The
same day the 3d Battalion, 6th Brazilian Infantry, captured the area around Rocca
Pitigliana, mopped up several small hamlets between there and Pietra Colora to the
west, and on 4 March took over all 10th Mountain Division positions east of Pietra
Colora.
In conjunction with the attack of the 85th Mountain Infantry the following
day, the 1st and 2d Battalions, 6th Brazilian Infantry, moved northeast to outflank
the town of Castelnuovo from the west, finally penetrating into the village at 1910,
following an intense shelling of German positions in the vicinity. On the right of the
6th Brazilian Infantry and just west of Highway 64 the 11 th Brazilian Infantry ad
vanced east of Castelnuovo and pushed forward nearly 1 mile beyond it into positions
which overlooked Vergato.
In the next few days after 5 March further adjustments of troop positions took
place to complete the operation. The 81st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was
detached from the 1 st Armored Division on 6 March, was attached to IV Corps, and
moved west of the Reno River to begin relief of the 11 th Brazilian Infantry. The
squadron first relieved this unit, then moved elements ahead of the 6th Brazilian
Infantry to pinch out that organization and establish a joint boundary with the 10th
Mountain Division. On 9 March the 10th Mountain Antitank Battalion and the
10th Mountain Reconnaissance Troop occupied Mount Valbura.and another Mount
Belvedere, just west of the reconnaissance squadron positions. No opposition was
met in this operation. The occupation of the mountains completed the establish
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ment of a solid American front, and all elements of the BEF were moved to what
had been the Brazilian west subsector, thereby concentrating the entire ist Brazilian
Division on the left of the ioth Mountain Division.

D. SUMMARY OF LATE WINTER ACTIONS
Except for the limited attacks along the west coast, in the Serchio Valley, and
west of Highway 64, action on the Fifth Army front followed the same static pattern
during February and March that prevailed throughout the 3 previous months. Pa
trols, raiding parties, and rotation and resting of units was the usual order; specialized
training was emphasized. Early in February the 34th Division carried out the big
gest effort in the II Corps sector during the 2month period, a twobattalion raid east
of Highway 65. This limited objective attack, which had the dual purpose of seizing
high ground northwest of Pizzano and northeast of Mount Belmonte and obtaining
prisoners, began at 1500, 5 February, as the 2d Battalion, 133d Infantry, and the 2d
Battalion, 168th Infantry, moved out at a time of day when observation had shown
that most of the Germans ordinarily were asleep.
Surprise failed, however, and heavy machinegun and artillery fire halted the
133d Infantry units before they had made any appreciable headway. High casual
ties were suffered from the fire and in antipersonnel Schu minefields. Less severe im
mediate opposition was encountered by the 168th Infantry. By 1815 Company G
penetrated to the village of Orbega, at the foot of the Pizzano ridge, but here Ger
mans of the 305th Grenadier Division, entrenched in rocks above the village, poured
forth such a stream of smallarms and mortar fire that further advances were impos
sible. Company I tried again at 0400, 6 February, battling to within 50 yards of the
ridge top before being beaten back. In the afternoon a third attempt to reach the
summit also was met by heavy fire. The attack was then abandoned, and the troops
fell back to the positions they had previously held. Enemy reaction had been vio
lent, an estimated total of 1,360 rounds of artillery falling on our attacking elements
in less than 9 hours. At the same time, apparently fearing the raid was the start of a
much greater offensive, the Germans heavily shelled Highway 65 and adjacent areas.
Throughout the remainder of the month no raids in greater than company
strength were undertaken. Planned reliefs were carried out. On 13 February the
91st Division replaced the 34th Division in the Idice Valley and Mount Belmonte
sector; 10 days later the ist Armored Division, with the 135th Regimental Combat
Team (34th Division) attached, relieved the 6 South African Armoured Division on
the left flank of II Corps. This change brought the South Africans off the front for



the first time since the beginning of the Gothic Line campaign. The division reverted
to Army reserve in a training area near Lucca. The 8 Indian Division, which had
constituted part of the Fifth Army reserve since early in January, was returned to
control of Eighth Army on 13 February, taking positions in the Adriatic coastal sector.
Few routine changes were made by IV Corps during the month. The separate 473d
Infantry, after attachment to the o,2d Division in positions near Cutigliano on 22
February, made a mutual relief with the 365th Infantry in the Serchio Valley. Two
days later the g2d Division extended its command to include the former Task Force
45 zone, which made the division responsible for the entire western half of the IV
Corps sector, extending from the Ligurian coast inland as far as the left boundary of
the 10th Mountain Division near Mount Mancinello.
March operations in the II Corps sector and in the central and western por
tions of that of IV Corps were more restricted than in the previous month, although
forward positions in the 1st Armored Division sector on the left of II Corps were im
proved slightly as a result of our gains west of Highway 64. The German positions
in Vergato and in their limited bridgehead across the Reno River east of the town
were rendered somewhat precarious by the establishment of the 1 oth Mountain Divi
sion on the heights west of Vergato. On 8 March the 6th Armored Infantry Bat
talion occupied the village of Carviano, a mile northeast of Vergato, but on 15 March
attempts of the 11 th Armored Infantry Battalion to establish an outpost in Salvaro,
slightly farther northeast, were beaten off in a stiff local engagement. Later in the
month, on the 27th, the same unit occupied the town without resistance, an indication
that evacuation of this area by the enemy might be taking place. Elements of the
135th Infantry, attached to the 1st Armored Division, placed outposts in other
slightly more advanced localities in the Setta Valley during the month. Although
they themselves did not act aggressively, the Germans were sensitive to our patrol
activity in this sector.
Regrouping and reliefs continued in the II Corps area throughout March. On
the 6th the 34th Division relieved the 88th Division in the sector astride Highway 65,
and on 13 March the 10 Indian Division assumed command of the 85th Division
sector in the Mount Grande hill mass. Eighth Army extended its boundary west
ward, placing the interarmy line just east of the Idice River valley and Mount
Belmonte. The 85th Division was detached from II Corps on 18 March, became
Army reserve, and moved to Gagliano for a period of intensive training.
The Germans changed their frontline order of battle in Italy as little as possible
during the 2 months, although the 16th SS Panzer Grenadier Division and the 715th
Grenadier Division left the Italian theater, making with the 356th Grenadier Division
a total of three which had been moved out since shortly after Christmas. The enemy
was able to stop our attacks on the west flank without committing any other than local
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reserves, but our advances in the mountains on the right of IV Corps late in February
and early in March caused him more trouble. The 114th Light Division suffered
comparatively heavy losses when it provided reinforcements for the 233d Grenadier
Division in this sector, and our continued gains toward Castel d'Aiano forced the
almost complete commitment of the reserve 29th Panzer Grenadier Division, in
cluding its tanks.
Since it was imperative that a mobile unit such as the 29th Panzer Grenadier
Division be kept in reserve ready to bolster any threatened point, the enemy high
command cast about for a substitute to place in the Gastel d'Aiano sector once we
had ceased our attack. The 334th Grenadier Division was pulled out of the line east
of Highway 65 and relieved the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division about 20 March,
enabling the latter to return to reserve near Modena. No replacement being avail
able for the transferred infantry unit, the 278th Grenadier Division was forced to
extend its sector to cover the gap left by withdrawal of the 334th. Opposite IV Corps
in the Serchio Valley reliefs were effected by Fascist troops, the Italia Division re
placing the Monte Rosa Division, which was then shifted to northwest Italy.
Enemy strength in Italy was considerably reduced by the departure of the
capable 16th SS Panzer Grenadier Division and the much less outstanding 715th
Grenadier Division. The move by the single SS unit over the battered Brenner
Pass route required most of February, for its elements began to pull out of the Italian
lines on 6 February and were not reported on the eastern front until 6 March. The
715th Grenadier Division, which had seen only limited action during the winter
period, was completely relieved on the front by 25 February; advance elements of
the division appeared on the Ukrainian front on 27 March. Departure of these
troops cut enemy combat strength to 23 German and 5 Italian divisions distributed
as follows: 16 German and 1 Italian divisions opposing Fifth and Eighth Armies
with 2 German divisions in reserve; 2 German and 4 Italian divisions in northwest
Italy; and 3 German divisions — plus 2 others only partially formed — in northeast
Italy. About the middle of March, Marshal Kesselring also was called to Germany
to take charge of the breached German defense lines along the western front. For
the first time since the campaign began a new commander was directing enemy oper
ations in Italy when General von Vietinghoff, who had acted as Kesselring's under
study for brief periods in the past, was elevated to the supreme command.
During the month of March Fifth Army received important additions to its
fighting strength, particularly in infantry and artillery units. The biggest single
reinforcement was added on the 18th when the Italian Legnano Group, previously
placed under control of the Army, was attached to II Corps and further to the 91st
Division, where it relieved two regimental combat teams. This organization was
one of five such combat groups of the new Italian Army which had been formed,

trained, and outfitted with British equipment. It was made up of approximately
9,000 men, many of whom were veteran soldiers of the old Italian Army who had also
received combat experience under Eighth Army command in the summer campaign
of 1944. The Group contained 6 infantry battalions, 2 of which were composed of
Alpine troops, and 1 artillery regiment equipped with 32 25pounders. The second
major addition arrived on 24 March when the separate 442d Infantry Regiment and
attached units returned from southern France, where it had been fighting with
Seventh Army since its departure from Italy early in September, 1944. The assign
ment of these two organizations gave the Army the equivalent of one additional
infantry division. One infantry regiment was lost, however, when the separate
366th Infantry was disbanded on 28 March and its personnel converted into the
224th and 226th Engineer General Service Regiments.
Heavy artillery featured the increase in this arm. One section of the British
11/54 Super Heavy Regiment (battalion), a 240mm howitzer unit, was attached to
Fifth Army on 6 March. Two days later the 536th and 527th Field Artillery Bat
talions, 8inch howitzers, arrived in Leghorn from the United States. These units
were followed by the 530th Field Artillery Battalion, 155mm guns; by the 765th
and 766th Field Artillery Battalions, 155mm howitzers, on 16 March; and by head
quarters of the 428th Field Artillery Group at the end of the month. The 679th
Tank Destroyer Battalion, equipped with towed 3inch guns, had landed earlier,
on 3 March, to inaugurate the list of American reinforcements. Two British light
artillery units were added. On 13 March the 111 Field Regiment, which had been
taking part in joint BritishPartisan operations in Yugoslavia, came under command
of Fifth Army, and the 15 South African Field Regiment completed its activation and
equipping during the month. Both regiments were armed with 25pounders. Brit
ish artillery locations were altered so that all but the 8inch gun and 240mm how
itzers were placed under operational control of IV Corps. The 11 /54 Super Heavy
Regiment remained with II Corps in the Highway 65 sector. To make a more
equitable distribution of big guns for the spring offensive the British 61 Heavy Regi
ment (7.2inch howitzers and 155mm guns) was to be sent from II Corps to Eighth
Army.
The end of March saw Fifth Army troops almost completely regrouped in prepa
ration for spring action. Except in the area west of Highway 64 where the 10th
Mountain Division and the Brazilians had carved out largesized gains, the front
line was little changed from that which had existed on 1 November. With 13 Corps
no longer under our control, the length of the Army forward line had been reduced
to less than 100 actual ground miles. IV Corps held the greater share of this front,
all territory west of the Reno River and Highway 64 being under its command. The
92d Division, with the 473d Infantry and 442d Infantry attached, was extended from

the west coast inland to the Cutigliano Valley, where the 365th Infantry, detached
from the division, held an independent command in the old Task Force 45 sector.
East of this unit the Brazilians occupied part of the recently captured mountain sector
stretching northeastward from the Serrasiccia—Campiano ridge past Mount Bel
vedere to the boundary with the 10th Mountain Division west of Pietra Golora.
The mountain troops held the remainder of the Corps line northeast and east to the
II Corps boundary with the exception of a narrow sector south of Vergato on the
extreme right flank of IV Corps which was occupied by the 81st Reconnaissance
Squadron. On the left flank of II Corps the 1st Armored Division, with the 91st
Reconnaissance Squadron attached, held a 5mile sector east of the Reno River.
The 34th Division adjoined the armor, straddling Highway 65, while on the right
flank of the Corps the 91st Division and its attached Legnano Group occupied the
positions in the Idice Valley and on Mount Belmonte. 13 Corps of Eighth Army
extended eastward from the Mount Grande area.
The Army line, strengthened by constant improvement of defenses throughout
the winter months, thus was held by considerably fewer troops than had been engaged
in the battle at the end of fall. On 1 April three complete divisions were in rest
areas, the 6 South African Armoured Division and the 85th Division in Army re
serve, and the 88th Division in II Corps reserve. All divisions were overstrength,
close to 5,000 men and officers over and above tables of organization totals having
been assigned to combat units. The troops were rested. Ammunition dumps
bulged with huge quantities of explosives. Food, equipment, and supplies of all
types were stocked behind the front. After more than 5 months of relative inactiv
ity, Fifth Army was ready for whatever action the spring of 1945 might bring.
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Headquarters
Allied Armies In Italy
s8
November 1944

INFORMATION.
1. The enemy continues to contest every inch of the ground and although
he could shorten his front considerably by withdrawing his left flank to the VALLI
DI COMACCHIO, he shows no signs of doing so except under heavy pressure,
much less of carrying out any general withdrawal voluntarily, though plans and
preparations for such action have probably been completed.
2. It is appreciated that the enemy will continue to carry out a fighting with
drawal with his left wing until he has been forced back to the position he has selected
as his main line of defense connecting his present positions southeast of BOLOGNA
and the VALLI DI COMAGCHIO; that thereafter he will give battle with all his
available resources in the hope that he will be able to wear down our offensive in
those positions and so retain his hold on BOLOGNA.
3. As regards our own troops Eighth Army have sufficient resources to continue
offensive operations for another 34 weeks according to the intensity of the fighting.
Fifth Army will be ready to resume the offensive after 7 December but their offensive
capabilities will be limited to about 15 days intensive fighting.
INTENTION.
4. To afford the greatest possible support to the Allied winter offensives on the
western and eastern fronts by bringing the enemy to battle, thereby compelling him
to employ in ITALY manpower and resources which might otherwise be available
for use on the other fronts.
METHOD.
5. Eighth Army will:
a. Continue their present operations to drive the enemy west of the SAN
TERNQ, and secure bridgeheads over that river; and thereafter
b. Develop their main thrust on the general axis IMOLA—BUDRIO;
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with a subsidiary thrust on FERRARA by ARGENTA, if the condition of the
ground on that axis is found favourable.
The date on which operations westwards from the SANTERNO are to begin
will be left to the discretion of Commander Eighth Army. HQ, A.A.I., and Fifth
Army will be given as much notice as practicable of the date selected.
6.

Fifth Army will:
a. Develop operations on their right flank to assist Eighth Army's advance
to the SANTERNO and subsequent thrust on BUDRIO. Detailed arrangements
for these operations will be made by direct liaison between Eighth Army and 13
Corps, Fifth Army being kept fully informed.
b. Plan and prepare their main thrust on BOLOGNA by the axis of
Route 65. This operation to be ready to be launched on order of CinC A.A.I, at
three days notice from 7 December 1944.
7.

Conditions for attack.
In view of the limited offensive capabilities of both armies it is particularly
important that all attacks are launched under the most favourable conditions pos
sible at this time of the year. Full account will therefore be taken of the condition
of the ground and the weather, and no attacks will be launched unless the ground
and weather conditions are favourable.
8.

Air Support.
Fifth and Eighth Armies will continue to be supported by XXII TAC and
DAF respectively as heretofore. In addition CG MATAF has agreed to arrange
additional support by medium bombers, and if necessary heavy bombers as well,
when the armies are actually attacking and the targets are suitable. Armies will
continue to submit their requests for air support of all natures to their respective
supporting Air Force, and will also notify HQ, A.A.I, of any special requests. In
case of conflicting requirements priorities will be decided by CinC A.A.I.
ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS.
9. The instructions contained in this order involve no change in existing
administrative arrangements.
INTERCOMMUNICATION.
10. H Q A.A.I, will remain in its present location until the new 15 Army Group
H Q has been formed and is in a position to undertake the day to day conduct of the
battle.
A. F. HARDING
Lieutenant General
Chief of General Staff
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Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
29 November 1944

1. Since the beginning of the operations of Allied Armies in Italy, the mis
sion has been to destroy the enemy forces in this theater. That mission remains un
changed, but in addition, it is imperative at this time that operations be executed im
mediately to engage the enemy forces to prevent the withdrawal of any part of these
forces to strengthen the German defenses against the major Allied offensives on both
the Western and Eastern fronts in Europe.
2. Eighth Army continues its attack generally NW along Route 9. If weather
conditions are reasonably favorable, it is estimated that it will reach the SAN
TERNO River about 7 December.
3. On or about 7 December, exact date to be determined by the advance
of Eighth Army and predicted weather conditions, Eighth Army and Fifth Army
will launch a major offensive to capture BOLOGNA.
4

Fifth Army operations will be divided into phases as follows:
Phase I — Objectives
Phase line and boundary, see overlay
Phase II.
See overlay for direction of principal efforts of Corps. Phase lines and
objectives later.
Phase III.
The objective of this phase will be the capture of BOLOGNA. De
tails of execution will be issued later.
5

13 Corps will:
Assist the advance of Eighth Army as follows:
1
As soon as possible launch an attack astride the CASTEL DEL
RIO—IMOLA Road directed on IMOLA.
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After the attack on IMOLA has been launched be prepared on
Army orders to launch an attack generally astride the S. CLE
MENTE—CASTEL S. PIETRO road directed on CASTEL S.
PIETRO.
b. Capture objectives shown on overlay.
c. Maintain close contact with Eighth Army. Direct communication
between 13 Corps and Eighth Army is authorized.
d. Protect right flank of Fifth Army.
6.

II Corps will:
a. Capture objectives shown on overlay.
b. Initially hold 85th Division in reserve.
c. Hold one infantry regiment 88th Div in reserve; not to be employed
unless released by this Headquarters.
d. Maintain contact with 13 Corps.
7.

IV Corps will:
a. Capture objectives shown on overlay.
b. Maintain contact with II Corps.

8.

92d Division (less one RCT) will:
a. Maintain pressure against enemy forces in its sector.
Maintain contact with IV Corps.
CLARK
Commanding

Official:
BRANN
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Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
23 December 1944

1

Mission.
IV Corps will:
1) Hold present positions at all costs.
2) Intensify patrolling and make maximum improvement of existing
defensive positions.
3) Prepare plans for employment of 339th RCT:
a) To protect the flank and rear of 6 S A Armd Div.
b) To defend the CUTIGLIANO (L 4006) Valley. Necessary
reconnaissance will be completed and plans submitted to this
Headquarters.
4) Aggressively execute present plans for attack as prescribed in O.I.
No. 36, Headquarters, Fifth Army, dated 29 November 1944.
92d Inf Div will:
1) Hold present positions at all costs.
2) Intensify patrolling and make maximum improvement of existing
defensive positions.
3) Prepare plans for employment of 337th RCT and 8 Ind Div ():
a) To repulse any enemy attack in the SERCHIO RIVER valley.
b) To repulse any enemy attack in coastal sector. Necessary
reconnaissance will be completed and plans submitted to this
Headquarters.
4) Aggressively execute present plans for attack as prescribed in O.I.
No. 36, Headquarters, Fifth Army, dated 29 November 1944.

2

Command.
On completion of movement in accordance with verbal instructions of
Commanding General, Fifth Army, units willbe commanded as follows:
339th RCT detached 85th Inf Div and attached IV Corps.
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337th RGT detached 85th Inf Div and attached p;2d Inf Div.
8 Ind Div (less 1 Brigade Group) under operational control CG,
Inf Div.
Reinforcing transportation will be returned to parent units upon completion of
movements.
b. No units listed in o.a above, will be committed without the personal
approval of the Army Commander.
c. Commanding General, 92d Inf Div retains command of the present
sector.
d. It is expected that the 337th RCT and 339th RCT will be available
for operations with the 85th Div as contemplated in O.I. No. 36, Headquarters,
Fifth Army, dated 29 November 1944.
TRUSCOTT
Commanding

Official:
HARRELL
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Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
28 December 1944

1. The enemy situation on the Fifth Army front has necessitated changes in
the dispositions of our troops and a further postponement of planned operations pend
ing clarification of the situation on the west flank.
2. The Army will maintain present dispositions prepared to carry out the
previously planned attack on (9) nine days' notice. To accomplish this, it is di
rected that:
13 Corps will:
1) Continue present mission to assist the advance of Eighth Army;
plans to be coordinated directly with Eighth Army.
2) Prepare plans to release the remainder of the 8th Indian Division
[17 Ind Bde and affiliated divisional artillery] as soon as the situ
ation permits for use with division in holding role if required by
the subsequent situation.
3
Be prepared to resume the attack on (9) nine days' notice.
II Corps will:
1) Hold present positions.
2) Hold major portion of one division in Corps reserve if this can be
accomplished without jeopardizing plans for the offensive.
3) In view of changes in our own and enemy troop dispositions re
consider plans for the offensive to insure best use of available means.
4) Be prepared to resume the attack on (9) nine days' notice.
6 South African Armoured Division will:
1) Hold present positions.
2) Be prepared to resume the attack on (9) nine days' notice.
IV Corps will:
1) Protect the theater supply base in the LEGHORN area at all costs.
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2) Prevent enemy interference with the vital LEGHORN—LUCCA—
PISTOIA supply route.
3) Hold the enemy north of the general line VIAREGGIO (U 9884)
—BORGO A MOZZANO (Q 2494)—SAN MARCELLO PIS
TOIESE (L 4301).
4) Prepare plans for offensive action to clear the SERCHIO Valley
to CASTELNUOVO (L 1508), and to clear the coastal area as
far north as LA SPEZIA (P 6510).
1st Armd Division () will:
1) Remain in Army reserve, to be employed only on Army order.
2) Prepare plans for offensive action in accordance with instructions
to be issued by Commanding General, IV Corps.
3. Aggressive patrolling on all fronts will be initiated at once. It is especially
important at this time that identifications and early warning of enemy activity be
obtained. Commanders will therefore insist that prisoners are taken daily.
TRUSCOTT
Commanding
Official:
HARRELL
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Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
5 January 1945

Fifth Army regroups in preparations for future operations.

2

Missions.
IV Corps will:
1) Move 135th RCT from present location to vicinity LOIANO
(L 8623) commencing 051200A January. Effective upon arrival,
unit is detached IV Corps and reverts to 34th Infantry Division
control.
2) Relieve 8th Indian Infantry Division (17 Indian Brigade), upon
arrival of 365th RCT (see par. 26(1)). When relief is completed
assemble 8th Indian Division (17 Indian Brigade) in suitable rest
area vicinity LUCCA (Q, 1978)—PISA (Q, 0966).
3) Hold 85th Infantry Division in present locations for time being.
Employment probable in near future pending decision from 15th
Army Group.
4
Move 86th Mountain Infantry Regiment from QUERCIANELLA
(Q, 0637) to IV Corps area at once. Unit attached IV Corps
effective 051200A January. Commence relieving TF 45 morning
8 January.
II Corps will:
1
Move 365th RCT, commencing morning 6 January, from present
location to IV Corps area (vicinity LUCCA Q, 1978). Effective
upon arrival, unit detached II Corps and reverts to 92d Infantry
Division control.
c. 1st Armd Division (13th Tk Bn and 68th Armd FA Bn) remain in pres
ent location.

7

3 The 3d Bn, 370th Infantry Regiment, will be returned to parent unit con
trol by Army orders as soon as practicable.
4. 13 Corps and 6 South African Armoured Division will continue present
plans for reorganization and local reliefs.
5. Further instructions pending decision 15th Army Group.
TRUSCOTT
Commanding
Official:
HARRELL

G3
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Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
9 January 1945

1. The decision has been made to postpone the resumption of a large scale
offensive by 15th Army Group, until a date to be announced later.
2

Factors which influence this postponement of the offensive are:
The expected arrival of fresh units: British, U. S. and Italian.
The build up of necessary ammunition reserves.
The difficulty in predicting weather conditions during the winter season.
The necessity for regrouping and resting divisions for an allout attack.

3. Fifth Army will at once assume an active defense of the present front with
minimum forces in order to rest and train in preparation for a resumption of large
scale offensive operations on or about 1 April, or as directed by the 15th Army Group.
However, the Army must be prepared at any time during this period to regroup at
short notice, should the enemy situation so dictate, and pass to offensive operations.
4. In order that all troops of Fifth Army be given the maximum time for rest
and preparation for an offensive, it is directed that:
II Corps:
1) Hold present front with three divisions in line and one in reserve.
2) Be prepared to receive one additional division on or about 1 March
for employment in the M. GRANDE sector, and a second division
on or about 15 March. Revert one division to Army reserve on
each of the above dates.
3
Plan limited objective attacks in each division sector to improve
positions, with particular attention to M. GRANDE, which must
be held at all costs.
6 South African Armoured Division
1) Hold present front
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2)

Be prepared to revert to Army reserve vicinity LUCCA on or
about i March.
IV Corps:
1) Hold present front with BEF, the equivalent of one RCT and the
g2d Division.
2) Plan and be prepared to launch limited objective attack with troops
now available in order to improve positions, particularly in the o,2d
Division sector. In addition to the troops for these attacks, certain
troops held in Army reserve will be made available for specific
operations to be prescribed by Army in the Brazilian sector of the
line.
3
8th Indian Division revert to Army reserve on arrival in rest area
vicinity PISA. On completion of 30 day rest period, this division
will be available for employment on Army order.
d. 1st Armored Division: Continue in Army reserve prepared to relieve
6 South African Armoured Division in present sector on or about 21 February.
5. a. Plans required by pars. 40 3) and 4c 2) above, including ammunition
requirements, are to be submitted to this Headquarters for approval prior to 20
January 1945.
b. The present front line will be held, and any portion thereof lost as the
result of enemy offensive action will be restored instantly by strong counterattack.
c. Reliefs within divisions will be arranged as Corps Commanders desire.
However, interchange of complete divisions will be made only on the approval of this
Headquarters.
d. Owing to the difficulties of the terrain and the time required for reliefs,
divisions should maintain their positions in the line a minimum of 4 weeks, and longer
periods can be accepted, provided there is sufficient rotation within the divisions.
In any event, the effectiveness of the army defenses must not be jeop
ardized by too frequen
reliefs of major units.
TRUSCOTT
Commanding

Official:
HARRELL
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARM
APO 464
US ARM
22 January 1945
SUBJECT: Training.
TO:

Corps and Division Commanders.

1. The training mission of the Fifth Army during the current period is the
thorough preparation for an allout offensive operation by 1 April 1945. Through
out the period concurrently with training a constant state of readiness for combat
will be maintained.
2. The aim of this headquarters at this time is to allocate to each unit of the
Army a period of four weeks during which it will be out of the line. This period will
be primarily one of intensive training for offensive combat. Of this entire period not
more than a total of one week may be devoted by any one unit to rest, rehabilitation
and assimilation of replacements.
3. Training will be planned, conducted and supervised by division and separate
unit commanders. All training will be conducted and actively supervised by officers.
4. Training throughout will be objective with the end the attainment of the
highest standards of discipline, physical conditioning, use of weapons and the tech
nique of combat with emphasis on small unit action.
a. The development of leadership in all echelons will be stressed.
b. Individual initiative in all ranks will be encouraged; to foster this,
superiors must be tactful in their correction of honest mistakes.
c. Lessons learned in recent combat will be applied and training will be
designed to prevent any repetition of past mistakes.
d. A proportionate part of the time available will be devoted to training
in night operations.
e. Short daily periods of close order drill conducted by officers will be held.
/ . Throughout the entire period the highest standards of dress, deport
ment and conduct will be observed.
g. All training will be participated in by every officer and man present
for duty.
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5 Divisions in the line will carry out training in conjunction with operations.
Such training will be scheduled and planned so as not to jeopardize operational mis
sions. Emphasis will be placed on commissioned and noncommissioned officer
schools, weapons training and other special training that combat conditions permit.
6. Corps Commanders, within the scope of their office and in addition to their
operational duties, will supervise training and will assist by contributing their
knowledge and experience and by making available personnel and facilities under
their immediate control.
7. This headquarters may be called upon for whatever assistance may be
needed or for any facilities which may be required and are not available to units.
By command of Lieutenant General TRUSCOTT:
EDWARD j . MCALLISTER
1st Lieutenant, A.G.D.
Assistant Adjutant General

n

OPERATIONS INSTRUCTION
NuMBER

3

|
>
)

Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
26 January 1945

1. In order to deceive the enemy and to instill nervousness into his mind as to
our future offensive intentions in an effort to prevent him from withdrawing units
from the front, the following measures will be taken in coordination with letter, this
headquarters, dated 22 January 1945, Subject "Training":
a. Units in line will be as aggressive as possible by active patrolling, raid
ing, and similar measures. Attention is directed to paragraph 3, Operations In
struction No. 38, this headquarters, dated 28 December 1944, which requires fre
quent raids to take prisoners for identification purposes. It is essential that the taking
of prisoners be continued in connection with the aggressive action prescribed herein.
b. Troops will be informed that the offensive is only called off temporarily
and will be resumed at an early date.
c. There will be no decrease in radio activity in forward areas. ASG will
continue radio activity over its network in conformity with this plan insofar as opera
tional and rest conditions permit. Units out of the line will operate radio networks
for training in accordance with radio activity charts published from this head
quarters.
d. Leave periods for individuals will be allotted to units both in and out
of the line insofar as possible in such a manner as not to provide evidence that certain
units are resting.
e. Units will be rotated in and out of the line so as to provide rest or
training periods as nearly equal as practicable.
/ . Unit command post and directional signs which have already been dis
played in forward areas will be left in place when units are relieved from the line
for at least two weeks.
TRUSCOTT
Commanding

III

OPERATIONS INSTRUCTION
NUMBER

1

4

)
\
\

Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
16 February 1945

See attached G2 estimate.

2. Fifth Army will launch an attack to seize high ground along line M. BEL
VEDERE—M. DELLA TORRACGIA—M. GRANDE D ' A I A N O  M . DELLA
CROCE—M. CASTELLANA—CASTELNUOVO in order to improve positions
west of Highway 64. In order that a regrouping of strong enemy reserves in this
sector may not jeopardize other plans, this operation will be executed in phases,
each of which will be conducted as a separate operation. Phase II will be initiated
only after troops are firmly established on Phase Line I and if the enemy situation
warrants. D Day, Phase I, is announced as February 20.
3

Missions (See Operations overlay).
IV Corps will:
1) Attack D Day in accordance with approved plan (ENCORE), to
seize and establish a firm line along the high ground M. BELVE
DERE (L 5217)—M. DELLA TORRACCIA (L 5520)—M.
CASTELLO (L 5719) employing the 10th Mountain Division and
the 1st Infantry Division (BEF).
2
Be prepared to continue the attack on Army order to seize and
establish itself firmly on that part of Phase Line II in its sector.
II Corps will:
1) Maintain contact with IV Corps.
2) Be prepared on Army order to seize and establish itself on that part
of Phase Line II in its sector.
c. 6 South African Armoured Division will assemble in Army reserve in
LUCCA area prepared to counterattack any penetration in 92d Division sector.
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4.

Boundary II—IV Corps:
a. Present temporary boundary from point at L 6721 to North on 67
Easting is rescinded upon initiation of Phase II.
b. New boundary: From point on existing boundary at L 6721 thence
along RENO River.
a. Each objective will be carefully consolidated before proceeding to next.
b. Every effort will be made to conceal from the enemy the scope of the
operation in order to prevent buildup of enemy strength in the area.
5.

TRUSCOTT
Commanding

Official:
HARRELL

G3

ANNEX NUMBER TW

CASUALTIES, U. S. FORCE
16 DECEMBER 194431 MARCH 1945

Killed in Action

Wounded in Action

Missing m Action

Total

16 December

5

43

17

2

14

2

18

I

15

I

17

5

26

31

16

16
25

18

»

19
20

»

21

»

4

21

22

»

11

18

23
24
25
26

3

30

5

49
56
35
35
51

2

22

2

27

1

26

27

20

28

l

29
30
31

5

l

»

1 January

29

3
*3
8

5
»

48

1

2

»

11

3
4

»
»

4

5
6

*
»

*7

))

8

X

14

8
J

105

9

95

12

62

45

97
57
34
36

1
10

7

!

3
27

21

24
1

32

36

2

35
l
9

10

12

22

10

»

3
l
5

21

36

Q

»

1

10

11

»

II

»

12

»

4
3
6

6
6

10

10

1

3

11

16

21

1

14

9
2

19
19

117

Killed in Action

14 January
15

»

4
4

16

»

2

17

3
3

18
19

2

20

»

21

»

22

»

23
24
25
26

4
5
6
6
3

Wounded in Action

Missing in Action

Total

6

10

16

20

11

I

12

9
18
16

2

6

3

21

23
24
29

25
J

14

I
I

20
10

l

9

28
26

2

l

13
18

l

5

21

27

3
3

5
3

I

12

1

16

28

2

29
30
31

2

11

1 February
2

3
4
5
6
8
9

3

:

3

8

2

14

2

13
24
18

5

12

18

1

17
19

17

»

3
3

11

3

20

1

.24

27

123

10

160

67

»
T

7
»

11

9

9
5
63

61
240

3
3

89
69

18

321

23

211

J

5

10

»

27

249
254

11

»

37
l
5

190

88

11

114

12

»

2

44

1

47

13

»

2

12

6

20

14

»

1

36

17

15

»

2

13

54
l
5

2

12

14

4

17

2

7

16
17

»

18
19

»

6

33

20

»

108

334

118

2

23

3

9
39
445

Killed in Action

21 February
22

»

23
»
24
»
25
»
26
»
27
»
28
»
1 March
2

»

3
4

»

5

»

Wounded in Action

Missing in Action

Total

43
2
5

177

2

222

74

I

IOO

18
16

60
107

9

87
123

13

37

5°

4
3

41

27

9

45
39

10

65

1

4
4
55
31
36

27

76
31
36

31

1

240

2

297
178

3

127

2

IOI

147

6

10

88
89

7

13

62

2

77

6
8
3
8
4
3

33
59

2

39
69

8
9
10

n
12

»

13

»

14
15

»
»

16
17
18
19

»
»
»
»

20

»

21
22

»
»

l

6
4
3

22

2

4
4
5
6

2

32

36

11

51
31
34

27
29
20
T £

1

IO

1

l

12

»

3

30

»

2,

31

»

Total

33
22

2

29

95 6

33
l
9

29
19
28

2

1

40
40

16
28

5

32
14

7

27
28

1
1

4
8
9

7

25
26

28
16

1

2

23
24

37
31

27

5

12
4>3°5

1

357

26
18

38

47
24
14
16
15
25

5,618

IJ

9

TOTAL CASUALTIES, STRENGTH,
AND PRISONERS OF WAR
1.

BATTLE CASUALTIES

9 SEPTEMBER 194315 DECEMBER 1944

Killed in Action

American
British
Brazilian
Italian
French

18,939
6,191
103
220
5,241
3°, 6 94

Wounded in Action
6

Missing in Action
:

7,433
28,162
544
611
20,847
" 7,597

2,293
10,656
70
504
I
>5^3
25,106

Total

98,665
45,009
717
1,335
27,671
173,397

16 DECEMBER 194431 MARCH 1945

American
British
Brazilian
Italian

2.

956
313
112
35
1,416

PRISONERS

I2

213

5,618
1.947
902

4
711

83
8,55°

357

OF WAR CAPTURED BY FIFTH ARMY
ARMY,

9 SEP. 1943
15 DEC. 1944

American
British
Brazilian
Italian
French
Total

4,305
1,421
653
44
6,423

44,373
7,598
282

9
8,367
60.620

16 DEC. 1944
31 MAR. 1945

3,4H
253
308

3,972

9 SEP. 1943
31 MAR. 1945

47,784
7.851

59°
9
8,367
64,601

3.

STRENGTH

OF COMMAND.
Effective Strength
15 DECEMBER 1944
31 MARCH 1945

American
British
Brazilian
Italian
Total

144,476
152,190

13,07
21,739
33^483

17^392
45,108
14^43
3°>77°
266,513

Replacement
9 SEPTEMBER 1945
31 MARCH 194

134.87
66,31
2,558
*3>753
217,497

121
674702°—W-

MEDICAL STATISTICS
X

X XX

J.X X

X

m

X

(All rates on basis of 1,000 per annum)
Month

January
February
March
April
May

Hepatitis
Cases
Rate

Trench Foot I[*)
Cases
Rate

Malaria
Cases Rate

Venereal
Cases
Rate

892

1,490

3
1 8 . .4

845
986

53

2,2l6

190

60

2,l8l

126

9• 4

1,908

2,398
M99
J
>555

108

606

57
36

525

23

204

11

947

220

12

1,032

1,805

779

17

June

172

J^y

!

55

12

1,024

87
85
56
95
83

August
September
October
November
December

121

11

817

70

9J4
946

11

23

701

52

1,142

323

601

706

5°9

56
46

832

392

28

M99

3

7

2,099

3°

258

966

87

282

2,250

162

3°5

2. CLASSIFICATION

3.0
3 2
3 7

1,162

83
85
51
74
81

84
66
76
86

OF WOUNDS IN FIFTH ARMY, 1944

TYPE OF WOUND
Incidence per
1,000 wounds

Bullet

Rifle
Machine gun
Unclassified
Trench foot figures on basis of combat divisions.

122

52.0
38.8
77.2

168.0

High Explosive

Shell fragment
Mine
Blast
Bomb
Booby trap
Hand grenade
Unclassified

659.4
61.4
33.0
28.9
2.9
2.3
44.1

832.0
1,000.0

LOCATION OF WOUND
Lower extremity
Upper extremity
Chest
Head
Maxillofacial
Abdominal
Spine
Others

388.0
271.0
87.2
7°5
58 6
4°5
97
745
1,000.0

3. ADMISSIONS

FIFTH

ARMY

HOSPITAL,

1944.

(Rates based on 1,000 men per annum)
Battle
Casualties

Injuries

Diseases

Total

January

320

163

i,33 8

February
March
April
May

440

95

M75
835

!2

IOO

825

1,050

Il8

JI

5

7*5

948

445
48
5*5

165

720

1,320

190

800

1,475

200

1,000

Month

June
July
August
September
October
November
December

70

44
765
195
100

!,37°

178

860
870

200

1,140

165

900

1,260

145

95°

V95

*55

1,085
,493

J

2,105

123

4. NEUROPSYCHIATRIC CASES IN FIFTH ARMY,
Month

January
February
March
April
May

June
July
August
September
October
November
December

124

Admissions

Returned to
Duty by
Divisions

270

402

1,508

58

215

IOO

148

837
457

2,071

759
1,812

283

1,672

429

1,601

378

437
454
487

105

*59

632
6

!> 93
2,249

97o
879

Evacuated
to Base

276

M54
1,001

Returned to Duty by
Hospitals
Class A Glass B

1,054

767
744

Ratio to Battle
Casualties

i:43
1:3.6
1:2.9
1:2.6
1:4.5
1 .6.5

293

95
5

4i5

l l

359

7°5

377

243

33

6

45O
291

i:39
1:1.7
1:3.6
1:3.8

128

1:2.2

228

256

348

74

1:1.3

722

617

MAJOR ORDNANCE LOSSES ('
26 NOVEMBER 194430 MARCH 1945

STANDARD NOMENCLATURE LIST GROUP A
Gun, 37mm, M3A1, w/carriage M4A1
Gun, auto., 40mm, M i , w/carriage M2
Gun, MG, cal .30, M1917A1
Gun, MG, cal .30, M1919A4 & M1919A6
Gun, MG, cal .50, M2, HB
Gun, MG, cal .50, M2, WC
Gun, sub MG, cal .45, Thompson, M1928A1, Mi & M1A1, M3
Mortar, 60mm, M2

Mortar, 81mm, M i
Rifle, auto., cal .30, Browning, M1918, Ai & A2

Q8
3
l8a
I J 3 9 7

qI2
3

.

.

2,010
1(&

!«!
527

STANDARD NOMENCLATURE LIST GROUP B
Bayonet, M1905, M1917, Mi
Carbine, cal .30, Mi & M1A1
Knife, trench, M i , M2, M3, M1918
Launcher, grenade, M i
Launcher, grenade, M7, M8
Launcher, rocket, 2.36inch, M9 & M9A1
Launcher, rocket, AT, M i , Ai & A2
Pistol, auto., cal .45, M1911 & M1911A1
Pistol, pyro, AN, M8, w/mount
Pistol, pyro, M2
. 1

9,049
4,631
4,948
476
2,958
389
1,688
1,043
27
61

(') Totals indicate losses due to combat and also reflect the replacement program designed to im
prove the efficiency of Army equipment for the spring campaign.

Pistol, Very, 10 Gauge, Mk. I l l , IV & V
Projector, pyro, hand, M9
Projector, signal, ground, M4
Revolver, cal .45, M1917
Rifle, US, cal .30, M1903, M1903A1, & M1903A3
Rifle, US, cal .30, M1903A4, Snipers
Rifle, US, cal .30, M i

36
404
74
61
5A7&
190
2
5>7S)8

STANDARD NOMENCLATURE LIST GROUP C
Gun, 57mm, M i , w/carriage M1A1 & M1A2
Gun, 3inch, M5, w/carriage M i
Gun, 90mm, M i & M1A1, w/carriage M i & M1A1
Gun, 155mm, M i , w/carriage M i
Howitzer, 75mm, M i & M1A1, w/carriage M i , pack
Howitzer, 105mm, M2A1, w/carriage M1A1, M2, A i , & A2
Howitzer, 105mm, M3, w/carriage M3 & M3A1
Howitzer, 155mm, M i , w/carriage M i

.

.

.

30
17
17
4
17
11
8
13

STANDARD NOMENCLATURE LIST GROUP G
Ambulance, ^  t o n , 4 X 4 , Dodge
Car, armored, light, M8
. . . . ;
Car, armored, utility, M20
Car, halftrack, M2
Car, 4 X 2 , light, sedan, 5passenger
Car, 4 X 2 , medium, sedan, 5passenger (Packard)
Carriage, motor, 75mm howitzer, M8
Carriage, motor, 76mm gun, M18
Carriage, motor, 3inch gun, M i o
Carriage, motor, 105mm howitzer, M7
Carriage, motor, multiple gun, M15
Carriage, motor, multiple gun, M16
Carrier, cargo, light, M29
Carrier, 81mm mortar, halftrack, M4
Carrier, personnel, halftrack, M3
;
Motorcycle, chain driven, HarleyDavidson . . . : . .

126

;

.
.

*

129
31
38
103
13
3
14
j
31
48
15
15
23
13
134
61

Semitrailer, 6ton, 2wheel cargo, van (ioton gross)
Tank, light, M 5 & M5A1
Tank, medium, M4, M4A1 & M4A3 (75mm gun)
T a n k , medium, M4A3 (76mm gun)
T a n k , medium, M4A3 (105mm howitzer)
Trailer, X  t o n payload, 2wheel cargo
Trailer, iton payload, 2wheel cargo
Trailer, iton, 2wheel, water tank, 250gal
Trailer, armored, M 8
Tractor, medium, M4, highspeed, 18ton
Tractor, heavy, M 5 , highspeed, 13ton
Truck, }{ton> 4 X 4 , amphibian
Truck, Xton, 4 X 4
Truck, 24ton, 4 X 4 , C & R, w/winch
. . .
. . .
Truck, Y^ton, 4 X 4 , C & R, wo/winch
Truck, 2^ton, 4 X 4 , W C , w/winch
Truck, 24ton, 4 X 4 , W C , wo/winch
Truck, ^4ton, 4 X 4 , carryall
Truck, i>^ton, 6 x 6 , cargo, w/winch
.
. . .
Truck, i>2ton, 6 x 6 , cargo, wo/winch
. . .
Truck, i>£ton, 4 X 4 , d u m p
Truck, i>^ton, 4 X 4 , panel
. . . . . .
Truck, i>£ton, 4 X 4 , ordnance shop .
Truck, \Y2ton, 4 X 4 , tractor
Truck, 2>£ton, 6 x 6 , amphibian
Truck, 2>^ton, 6 x 6 , LWB, w/winch
Truck, 2>£ton, 6 x 6 , LWB, wo/winch
Truck, 2 ^  t o n , 6 x 6 , SWB, w/winch
Truck, 2>4ton, 6 X 6, SWB, wo/winch
Truck, 2>£ton, 6 x 6 , d u m p
Truck, 2>^ton, 6 x 6 , 700gal. water tank
.
. .
Truck, 2>^ton, 6 x 6 , auto repair, MB, load A
Truck, 2 ^  t o n , 6 x 6 , COE, 15foot special body .
Truck, ^yiton, 6 x 6 , machine shop, M i 6
. .
Truck, 2>£ton, 6 x 6 , welding, M12 & M12A1
Truck, 2>£ton, 6 x 6 , 750gal. gas tank
Truck, 2}4ton, 6 X 6, van body

Truck,
Truck,

4ton, 6 x 6 , SWB, cargo
4ton, 6 x 6 , wrecker

I5

22
3

.
.
.

.
;

.
;

14
1,01
1
1
2
3
1
.2,14
4
18
14
47

.
.
.

.
.

;
.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.
.

.

.

;
.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
.

;
:

: ;
; ;
•.

.
.

7
62
131
23
5
2
20
139
1,222
1,961
181
119
357
8
3
2
6
1
3
3

89
44
127

Truck,
4ton, 4 X 4 , tractor
Truck, 56ton, 4 X 4 , tractor
Truck,
6ton, 6 x 6 , prime mover
Truck, 7^2ton, 6 x 6 , prime mover
Truck, 10ton, 6 x 6 , wrecker, heavy
Truck, 12ton, 6 X 4 , M20 (tank transporter)
Truck, tractor, M26 (tank recovery)
Truck, bridge ponton, 6 x 6 , Brockway
Vehicle, tank recovery, T2
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32
6
75
17
54
11
1
3
27

QUARTERMASTER SUPPLY
DECEMBER 1944MARCH 1945

CHART L

TONNAGE ISSUED

December

January
February
March

Class I (x)

Class II& IV

Class III (»)

Total

17,677.70
18,253.40
17,646.87
19,836.06

2,212
2,110

41,298.91

6l,l88.6

46,79353

1,867

42,223.24

2,494
8,683

67>i569
61,737.1
65,8756

173,861.21

73,414.03

CHART II.

43.54553

January

February

B

5.355,336

5,220,809

P

211,344

5,480,934
320,538
1,721

5,520
131,904

•

•

•

•

•

D
K

15,786
96,228

U

10

6,231,104

3^572
5°2,569
6,337,334

201,003

204,430

556,773
840,369
7,628,246

611,307

552.4

American Total

.

Av. A m . Daily Issue .
Brazilian

.

Italian
.
Grand Total

55>95 8 2

RATION ISSUES (individual)
\
/
December

V^4

2

.

.

.

6

I

9 3,°7
7,9 II ,7 12

402,858

381,778
6,142,869
219,388
561,087
924,695
7,628,651

March

5,947,542
377,399
822

33,404
406,173
6,765,340
218,237
726,025
1,080,319

8,571,684

(*) Includes only rations. Class I tonnage is based on the gross weight of each ration.
(a) Tonnage factors used are: 300 gallons1ton gasoline.
250 gallons1ton diesel, kerosene, and oils.
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CHART III.

I

OTHER CLASS
Tobacco

Toilet Arts.

ISSUES
Candy

Soap

Bread
{pounds)

December
January
February
March

6,185,654
6,419,651
6,097,832
6,896,942

3

6,185,654
6,419,651
6,097,832
6,896,942

409,507 3,124,302
649,092 3,215,330
678,826 3,179,545
745.737 3> 6l6 > 8l 9

Butter

(issues)

32
28
28
J
9

27
30
28
!
9

(all in gallons except
grease in pounds)

CHART IF.

December
January
February
March

6,185,654
6,419,651
6,097,832
6,896,942

Meat

PETROLEUM ISSUE

V80

Diesel

Kerosene

Lubricating Oils

1 0 ,229,360

1,183,805

,106,130
1 0 .143.290
1 0 ,753.320

!. 734.875
1,576,340
1,424,642

339.630
436,885
266,560
189,210

265,535
259.3 10
247,840
294.685

11

Greases

90,327
97,642
98,626
133,805

ANNEX NUMBER THRE

Fifth Army

GENERAL ORDER
NUMBE

183

(

Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
16 December 1944

ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND
Under the provisions of Army Regulations 60020 and in compliance with
Letter Orders, Headquarters MTOUSA, 14 December 1944, the undersigned as
sumes command of the United States Fifth Army, effective at 12 00A hours, 16 De
cember 1944.
LUGIAN K. TRUSCOTT, JR.
Lieutenant General, U. S. Army
Commanding

X

3

GENERAL ORDER
NUMBER

184

}
[
\

Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
16 December 1944

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ASSIGNMENT
BRIGADIER GENERAL DON E. CARLETON, 015415, GSG, is announced
as Chief of Staff, this Headquarters, vice MAJOR GENERAL ALFRED M. GRU
ENTHER, 012242, GSC, relieved.
By command of Lieutenant General TRUSCOTT:
DON E. CARLETON
Brigadier General, G.S.C.
Chief of Staff
Official:
M. F. GRANT

Colonel, A.G.D.
Adjutant General

134

GENERAL ORDER
NUMBER
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Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
18 December 1944

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ASSIGNMENTS
1. COLONEL JOHN F. CASSIDY, 012718, GSC, is announced as Deputy
Chief of Staff, this Headquarters, vice COLONEL CHARLES E. SALTZMAN,
O275984, GSC, relieved.
2. COLONEL EDWARD M. DANIELS, O7589, GSC, is announced as
Assistant Chief of Staff, Gi, this Headquarters, vice COLONEL WILLIAM C.
McMAHON, O5300, GSC, relieved.
3. COLONEL BEN HARRELL, O19276, GSC, is announced as Assistant
Chief of Staff, G3, this Headquarters, vice BRIGADIER GENERAL DON
ALD W. BRANN, 014592, GSC, relieved.
4. COLONEL EDWARD J. O'NEILL, 015952, GSC, is announced as
Assistant Chief of Staff, G4, this Headquarters, vice BRIGADIER GENERAL
RALPH M. TATE, O11949, GSC, relieved.
5. COLONEL KENNETH F. ZITZMAN, 018694, Signal Corps, is an
nounced as Army Signal Officer, vice BRIGADIER GENERAL RICHARD B.
MORAN, O5399, USA, relieved.
6. LIEUTENANT COLONEL RAYMOND C. BRISACH, O182O2, GSC,
is announced as Secretary of the General Staff, this Headquarters, vice LIEUTEN
ANT COLONEL IRA W. PORTER, O3497OO, Infantry, relieved.
7. LIEUTENANT COLONEL LABAN P. JACKSON, O354373, Infantry,
is announced as Headquarters Commandant, this Headquarters, vice COLONEL C.
COBURN SMITH, JR., O18434, Field Artillery, relieved.
By comman of Lieutenant General TRUSCOTT:
DON E. CARLETON
Brigadier General, G.S.C.
Chief of Staff

Official:
M. F. GRAN

Colonel, A.G.D
Adjutant Genera
J

3

FIFTH ARMY STAF
15 MARCH 1945

Chief of Staff
. . . .
Deputy Chief of Staff . .
Secretary, General Staff
Assistant Chief of Staff, Gi
Assistant Chief of Staff, G2
Assistant Chief of Staff, G3
Assistant Chief of Staff, G4
Assistant Chief of Staff, G5
Adjutant General .
Antiaircraft Artillery Officer
Artillery Officer
Chaplain
Chemical Officer .
Engineer Officer
Finance Officer
Inspector General .
Judge Advocate General
Medical Officer
Ordnance Officer .
Quartermaster
. . . .
Signal Officer
. . . .
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.
.
.

.

. Brig. Gen. Don E. Carleton
. Col. John F. Cassidy
Lt. Col. David F. Brown
Col. Edward M. Daniels
Brig. Gen. Edwin B. Howard
Col. Ben Harrell
.
. Col. Edward J. O'Neill
. Brig. Gen. Edgar E. Hume
.
. Col. Melville F. Grant
Brig. Gen. Aaron Bradshaw, Jr.
Brig. Gen. Guy O. Kurtz
. Col. Patrick J. Ryan
.
.
Col. Walter A. Guild
Brig. Gen. Frank O. Bowman
. Col. Harold F. Chrisman
.
. Col. Peter J. Lloyd
. Col. Albert W. Johnson
. Brig. Gen. Joseph I. Martin
. Brig. Gen. Urban Niblo
Brig. Gen. Joseph P. Sullivan
Col. Kenneth F. Zitzman

ANNEX NUMBER FOU

Examples of Staff
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Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
23 February 1945
Gi DAILY CASUALTY REPORT

American Forces: (as of 2359 hrs)

Killed
Wounded
Missing
Total battle casualties
Nonbattle casualties
R.T.U.'s. [Returned to units]
Replacements received
Hospital evacuees awaiting return
Axis prisoners captured
Combined assgd. strength combat divs.
Combined eff. strength combat divs.
Combined T/O strength combat divs.
Assigned strength of command
Effective strength of command
T/O strength of command
Italian Forces:

Killed
Wounded
Missing
Total battle casualties
Nonbattle casualties
R.T.U.'s.

Reported as
of 22 Feb.

Previously
Reported

Total

43

19,802

19.845

136

70,046
10,487
1
00,335
230,066

70,182
10,490
100,517
230,417

I963O59
130,217

196,447

46,029

46,098

3
182

351

388
184

130,401

0

69
100,492

99.535
95.484
169,378
167,766
166,170
Reported as
of 20 Feb.

Previously
Reported

Total

252

252

O

639

6

0

508

508

0

.399
2,845

1,399
2,845

0

7°3

703

0

O

J

39

Replacements received
Axis prisoners captured
Effective strength

Brazilian Forces: (as of 2359 hrs)

Killed
Wounded
Missing
Total battle casualties
Nonbattle casualties
R.T.U.'s.
Replacements received
Axis prisoners captured
Effective strength
British Forces: (as of 0600 hrs)

Killed
Woundefi
Missing
Total battle casualties
Repla ements received
Axis prisoner captured
Effective strength

o
o

11

,9 I 9

11

,9 I S

9

31,10
Reported as
of 22 Feb.

Previousl
Reported

847

16
88

160

16

161

3
0

1

Tota

3

1,168

1,207

23
24

3,738

3,°87

3,7 61
3,111

0

2,218

2,218

12

1

33

34

4,55

Reported as
of 22 Feb.

Previously
Reported

Total

0

2

O

6

0

69
5
76

12

J,459

1,47

0

22

2

O

7

41,072

(British figures since 20 January only)
Grand Total Battle Casualties:

22

E. M. DANIELS
Colonel, G.S.C.
A. C. of S.} Gi
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Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
FROM: 222400A Feb 1945
TO:
232400A Feb 1945

G2 REPORT
No 537
Maps: GSGS 4164, Italy, 1/100,000; GSGS 4229, Italy, 1/50,000.
1

ENEMY SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD.

Enemy front line and forward elements. See overlay.
Units in contact
1) Identifications
a) Fifth Army
1st Parachute Divisio
1st Parachute Regimen
10th Company at M003325
157th Mountain Divisio
296th Mountain Regimen
8th Company vicinity the 80 easting
b) Eighth Army
42d Light Divisio
25th Light Regimen
8th Company at M483497
98th Grenadier Divisio
290th Grenadier Regimen
3d Company at M362348
2) Organization and strength
A study of the Volksgrenadier division and other recent organizational
developments in the German infantry is attached as Appendix A [omitted].
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2

ENEMY OPERATIONS DURING PERIOD.

General Summary
1) Fifth Army
The enemy continued to offer resistance from scattered positions on the
east slopes of M. DELLA TORRACCIA (L5520) and launched one small counter
attack towards L556199. There were no further counterattacks in the previously
contested PIZZO DI CAMPIANO (L4817) area. Our combat patrols in the
II Corps sector found the enemy particularly sensitive in the left subsector where
their probing involved them in brisk fire fights at L846303, L814282, and
L702259. Artillery activity in the IV Corps sector continued to center chiefly
on the M. DELLA TORRACCIA—M. CASTELLO (L5619) area. In the II
Corps sector, there was a temporary increase in shelling between the 98 and 96
eastings and in the L7827—L7726 area at the close of the preceding period.
Movement in the rear areas was virtually back to normal, with centers of activity,
however, in the MASSA LOMBARDA (M2741)—MEDICINA (M1245) a n d
BAZZANO (L6850) areas.
2
Eighth Army.
Enemy patrolling was again on a reduced scale, the only aggressive
action being a raid in estimated company strength at M255266. This was beaten
off with the enemy suffering losses in casualties and PWs. A small patrol to
M094207 withdrew when engaged.
Operations of Component Elements
1) Artillery
a) IV Corps
Heavy caliber shelling was reported on the right flank during the
night, the bulk of it landing vie GAGGIO MONTANO (L551168). Activity
continued to be concentrated chiefly on the eastern flank throughout the day, par
ticularly in the M. DELLA TORRACCIA (L5520)—M. CASTELLO (L5619)
area. There was also light, scattered shelling in the coastal and SERCHIO valley
subsectors.
b
II Corps.
There was an increase in activity towards the end of the preceding
period, when 160 rounds fell between the 98 and 96 eastings and 200 rounds in the
L7827 and L7726 grid squares. Fires during the period were generally slight and
harassing.
2
Aviation.
Two enemy aircraft were reported on reconnaissance over the north
east sector of the II Corps area at 222100A.
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3)

Engineers.
A minefield 50 yards wide and laid out in three rows was reported at

L525189.
4)

Infantry.
a) IV Corps.
Resistance continued throughout the period from scattered posi
tions on the east slope of.M. DELLA TORRAGCIA (L5520). A counterattack in
platoon strength launched towards L556199 at noon was beaten off after two hours
of localized fighting. There were no further counterattacks in the PIZZO DI
CAMPINO (L4817) or the other focal points of our recent advance. Contact else
where on the corps front was normal. Mortar and small arms fire was received
during the night from Li 17034, Li39056, Li40039 and L141054, and friendly
patrols were engaged in fire fights at L149044 andJL145037. There were also ex
changes of small arms on the flanks at U953966,"L66i227, L641223, L644222
and L648218.
b) II Corps.
The enemy continued sensitive to our patrolling in the left sub
sector. A combat patrol to L846303 received hand grenades from the objective
and fire from four flanking machine gun positions. Our patrol to L814282 was
engaged in a fire fight during which small arms and bazooka fire was received from
the objective and machine gun fire from five nearby positions. A raiding party to
L702259 drew heavy mortar, machine gun and small arms fire. Other patrols
were engaged in fire fights at L704259, L684238 and L675233. In the right
subsector, a raiding party to M003325 took a PW from 10th Company, 1st Parachute
Regiment. Machine gun fire was received from L940328 and L918343. Some
heavy mortar fire was received during the day in the left subsector.
Miscellaneous.
Movement.
Enemy activity decreased over the past few days to an almost normal state
with the centers of activity in the MASSA LOMBARDA—MEDICINA and the
BAZZANO sectors. All movement observed was in very small groups and, on most
occasions, in both directions with no indicated trend. Night armed reconnaissance
operating in good weather did not observe any movement of significance.
3

MISCELLANEOUS.
Prisoners of War.
1) PWs received Fifth Army PW cage 202400A212400A Feb '45: 171.
2) Total Fifth Army: 62,560.
Signal Security. (Report from western front.)
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A PW from the 340th Volksgrenadier Division gives details regarding a
course taught by the Army Signal School V which he attended from 8 December to
15 January at NEUENHAUSEN. He was one of about 100 pupils there at the time.
He states that emphasis was placed upon the carelessness of some American Signal
personnel, and the advantages to be derived therefrom. The points mainly brought
out were as follows: Names of officers frequently mentioned in the clear; references
to units by name instead of by code name; artillery observation planes giving coor
dinates in the clear and designating times at which artillery concentrations were to
be laid down; opportunity for German intercept personnel to come to the very front,
being thus enabled to pick up messages and conversation at division level. Examples
were given to support these claims. In one case a division CP threatened with an
artillery barrage scheduled for 1500A, managed to intercept the message of 12 30A
and had completely vacated the site before 1500A. It was also able to observe the
barrage falling on unoccupied ground. (Source: VI Corps G—2 Periodic Report
No. 187.)
Personalities
1) Captain MAYER
Captain MAYER, or MEYER, former l i b (personnel officer) of 1st
Parachute Division, will be assigned to the headquarters of I Parachute Corps in the
near future. (This officer is known among the enlisted men of the 1st Parachute
Division as "Genickschussmeyer," the MEYER who shoots you in the back of your
neck, on account of a vindictive nature which prompts him to assign men whom he
does not like to "suicide units." He was an officer in the Gestapo in civilian life.)
(Source: FAIC IPW Report No. 986.)
2
Reichsmarschall GOERING.
Reichsmarschall GOERING and Inspektor der Jagdwaffe, General GAL
LAND, have temporarily discarded all their medals. GOERING now only exhibits
the Iron Cross First Class he earned in World War I, and his pilot's insignia (FLUG
ZEUGFUEHRERABZEICHEN). According to a rumor current in the 1st Para
chute Division, GOERING had decided not to wear his numerous medals "until the
day when the GAF has reached again the number of planes it had in 1939."
(Source: FAIC IPW Report No: 986.)
For these and All His Mercies
A recent deserter from the 276th Grenadier Regiment tells of an Oberfeld
webel who sanctimoniously intones a "HEIL HITLER" before and after meals.
When the meals are particularly bad, he adds "We thank our Fuehrer."
(Source: 6 South African Armd Div Interrogation Report No. 87.)
Effect of Fuel Tank Fire Bomb.
A report of the interrogation of an intelligent Alsatian PW, a former member
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of the 51 st Army Light Artillery Regiment, who had on several occasions observed the
effect of the jettisonable fuel tank fire bomb, is reproduced as Appendix B [omitted].
/ . Weather forecast covering period 250001A252400A February '45.
1) Sky conditions:
Scattered low and middle cloudiness.
2) Precipitation:
None.
3) Visibility:
Six to eight miles in light haze.
4) Minimum Temperature: 300 F.
4 ENEMY CAPABILITIES.
No Change. See G2 Report No. 522.
EDWIN B. HOWARD
Brigadier General, G.S.C.
A.C. of S., G2
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Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
FROM: 221800A Feb 1945
TO:
231800A Feb 1945

G3 REPORT
No. 54
1. OUR FRONT LINES: See overlay.
2. LOCATION OF TROOPS: See overlay.
3.

INFORMATION OF ADJACENT UNITS AND SUPPORTING TROOPS:

Eighth Army. 5 Corps: Normal patrol and artillery activity continued. 8 In
dian Division began relief of 1 Canadian Division. 2 Polish Corps: Enemy raid in
approximate company strength vicinity M255266 was driven off. 13 Corps: Sector
quiet with only light enemy shelling. Patrols made no contact.
4. WEATHER AND VISIBILITY: Clear skies and mild day; haze reduced vis
ibility to fair.
5. OUR OPERATIONS FOR THE PERIOD:
a. II Corps.
1) 85th Division: Enemy artillery and machine gun fire increased during
night particularly in 337th Infantry sector but was light during day. Combat patrol
to C. RAGGI (M003325) captured one PW. Company reliefs made in 338th In
fantry sector.
2) 91st Division: Sector quiet. Patrols active. Enemy artillery and
mortar fire light.
3) 88th Division: Sector quiet. Patrol to C. VALLA (L811281) had
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fire fight and suffered six casualties. Raid on FAZZANO (L846303) met heavy
machine gun fire.
4) 6 South African Armd Division: Heavy mortar and machine gun fire
was received on Hill 505 (L7827) during night. A raiding party of 91st Recon
naissance Squadron reached a point onehalf kilometer northeast of VERGATO
(L6925) where heavy mortar, machine gun and small arms fire forced them to
withdraw. 1 ith Armored Infantry Battalion relieved WR/DLR and CCA assumed
command of sector at 0600A. At 1200A 1st Armored Division assumed command
of 6 South African Armd Division sector and 6 South African Armd Division re
verted to Army control.
5) 1st Armored Division: Assumed command of sector at 1200A.
6) 34th Division (): No change.
b. IV Corps.
1) BEF: 6th Infantry: Patrol to Hill 674 (L648217) engaged estimated
squad of enemy in hand to hand fighting. 1st Infantry: Small enemy pockets of re
sistance on M. CASTELLO (L5619) were mopped up and positions were improved.
1st Battalion locations—L562196, L569196, L564192. 3d Battalion locations
—L569192, L572195, L574191. 2d Battalion in reserve positions L565184,
L575182, L569189.
2) 10th Mountain Division: 85th Mountain Infantry: 2d Battalion con
tinued efforts to clear remaining enemy from M. TORRACCIA area. Intense en
emy artillery fire received. Battalion locations—Company E L555206—L556203;
Company F L558202—L562203; Company G L557201—L555196.
87th
Mountain Infantry: Partisans under control of 2d Battalion occupied ROCCA
CORNETA (L494173) at 2100A. 86th Mountain Infantry: 1st Battalion () as
sembled vicinity GABBA (L539157). 3d Battalion assembled vicinity L553185.
3) TF 45: Sector very quiet. Active patrolling continued.
4) 92d Division: Patrol to Li44043 met enemy patrol and engaged in short
fire fight. Locations of 1st Battalion, 366th Infantry, L145043, L142034, BARCA
(Li 53057).
c. Army Troops: 6 South African Armd Division: in rest area vicinity LUCCA.
d. CP Changes: CCA, L741233; 85th Mountain Infantry, L543187; 86th
Mountain Infantry, L551167.
6.

COMBAT EFFICIENCY: Very satisfactory.

RESULTS OF OPERATIONS: Consolidated positions and mopped up enemy
in areas of recent gains. Continued patrol activity and reliefs in other sectors.
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8.

TANK STATE:
a. II Corps: No change.
b. IV Corps: fit 102 M, 79 L; under repair 6 M, 4 L; lost o.

9.

CASUALTIES: (As of 21 Feb)

a. American
Killed 19802; wounded 70046; missing 10487.
b. British:
Killed
2; wounded
69; missing
5.
(Since 20
January 1945 only.)
c. Brazilian
Killed
161; wounded
847; missing
160.
Total: (All nationalities since 9 September 1943
Killed 32,030; wounded 122,213; missing 23,540
10. AXIS PRISONERS OF WAR: (As of 21 Feb)
a. By U. S. Forces: 46029.
b. Total:
62686.
Italian forces when attached.)

(Includes PWs by British, French, Brazilian, and
ADAMS
Asst. G3

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY
OUTGOING MESSAGE

REF. NO.: 5840

CLASSIFICATION: Confidential

TIME DATE: 011520A

DATE: 1 March 1945

PRECEDENCE: See Addresses.

ORIGINATING SECTION: G3
T O : 15th Army Group ("OU")
CG, IV Corps (Routine)
CG, II Corps
(Routine)
6 SA Armd Div (Routine)

APPROVED: COLMAN, Lt. Colonel
Assistant G—3
Eighth Army (Routine)
13 Corps
(Routine)
FONAM
(Routine)

CONFIDENTIAL—SITREP No. 67 as of 011500 March 1945.
PART I—II Corps: Enemy plane bombed and strafed vie Hwy No. 65 southwest
of M. CANDA at 2200A. 85th Div: Combat patrol to M005329 received MG and
mortar fire enroute but found objective unoccupied. Some increase in arty and
mortar fire. Company reliefs made. 91st Div: Patrol skirmish vie L958327.
Increased enemy arty and mortar fire during night. Company reliefs made. 88th
Div: Patrol to vie MONTERUMICI L8329 received mortar and MG fire. Com
pany strength patrol to L831284 engaged in heavy fire fight. Silenced enemy MGs
in caves. 1st Armd Div: 2030 enemy driven off vie L794276 by 135th Inf. 2d
Bn 135th Inf relieved by 3d Bn 135th Inf and assembled L7823.
IV Corps: BEF: Some arty and mortar fire received on forward elements
1 ith Inf and 1st Bn 1st Inf. Small enemy patrol driven off vie L629219. 10th Mt
Div: Scattered arty and mortar fire received. 1st Bn 85th Mt Inf assembled vie
L5418. 2d Bn 86th Mt Inf moved to vie L5519. TF 45: 2d Bn 365th Inf ()
closed vie 0,3099. Patrolling continued. 92d Div: 3d Bn 473d Inf reld 1st Bn
365th Inf which is assembling vie L2496. Continued patrol activity on Div front.
PART II—No Change.

[Intentions]

PART III—CP changes: 10th Mt Div L550168, 86th Mt Inf L553169, 1st Inf
Div BEF L543143, 473d Inf L176011, 365th Inf L450002.
TRUSCOTT

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY
INCOMING MESSAGE
FROM: IV Corps PRECEDENCE: Op Urg TIME DATE GROUP: Feb 231600A
REF.NO.M12 CLASSIFICATION: ConfClr TIME DATE RECD: Feb 231642 A
TO: CG 5th Army, II Corps, 13 Corps, 6 SA Armd Div, BEF, 10 Mtn Div, 92 Div,
62 AAA Brigade, TF 45.
SITREP No. 107, 231200A February 1945.
I. Operations: 1 Infantry Division, BEF: 1st Infantry: platoon strength patrol
to M. DELLA CASELLINA (L576196) occupied the town and have organized
it for defense. 6th Infantry: Enemy mortars and machine guns harassed personnel
of 2d and 3d Battalions from 0800A to 111 oA. Patrol to CA D'ORSINO (L629221)
to investigate presence of enemy, made no contact. Patrol to Hill 674 (L648217)
entered fortified house and engaged approximately one squad of enemy in hand to
hand fight using bayonets and hand grenades; two enemy killed and some wounded.
Own casualties, two wounded. Patrol returned at 0630A. n t h Infantry: No
change. 10th Mountain Division: 85th Mountain Infantry: 2d Battalion renewed
its attack at 230905A in M. DELLA TORRACCIA (L5520) zone to clear re
maining enemy from area. 86th Mountain Infantry: No change. 87th Mountain
Infantry: improved existing positions. TF 45: Sector very quiet. 2d and 3d Bat
talions and Antitank Company continued patrolling. 92d Infantry Division: 366th
Infantry: patrol to L144043 met enemy patrol and engaged it in a short fire fight.
1st Battalion has Company A at Li45043, Company B on Hill 437 (Li42034) and
Company C at BARCA (L1505). 370th Infantry: artillery engaged 50 enemy at
MARINA DI MASSA (U8798) at 0708A. Enemy dispersed. Casualties not
known. Corps Artillery: 48 missions fired including 24 counterbattery and 18
harassing and 6 on enemy troops.
II.
III

Intentions: No change.
CP's: No change.
CRITTENBERGER
Commanding
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARM
INCOMING MESSAG

FROM: Main 8 Army PRECEDENCE: Urgent TIME DATE GROUP: 231640A
REF. NO.: U 346 CLASSIFICATION: Conf Clr TIME DATE RECD: 231722A
COSITREP No. 727 1500 Hrs.
5 Corps: Normal patrol and artillery activity continued. 8 Indian Div started
relief of 1 Canadian Div. 2 Polish Corps: 3 Carpathian Div: 1 Carpathian Bri
gade: Enemy raid in approximately company strength area M255266 driven off.
Casualties inflicted on enemy and some prisoners of war taken. 13 Corps: Sector
quiet with only light enemy shelling. Patrols made no contact.
AIR: Weather was again suitable for air operations. Over 500 fighter bomber
sorties were flown by DAF today. One strong point was attacked on the Polish
Corps front with good results. One hostile battery and two occupied houses were
engaged in support of 5 Corps. Maximum effort was dispatched to northeastern
Italy to attack railway communications and carry out strafing and armed recon
naissance. Medium bombers attacked PONTELONCO sugar refinery G455301
CASARSA and NEVERSA railway diversions.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY
INCOMING MESSAGE
FROM: II Corps PRECEDENCE: Priority TIME DATE GROUP: Feb 231845A
REF. NO.: 3103 CLASSIFICATION: Rest Clr TIME DATE RECD: 231935A
TO: CG Five Army, IV & 13 Corps, 1 Armd Div, 6 SA Armd Div, 34, 85, 88,
91 Divs.
RESTRICTED.
Quiet period with slight harassing artillery fires. Small groups
enemy vicinity M049331, M044305, M018331 and BURSANO L9934 taken
under fire. Enemy personnel at L969329 and around house at L948395. Carts
and activity observed L893352. Dugouts this area occupied and road here is
blown. (ISUM No. 631 covering period 231230A to 1231900A to 5th Army from
II Corps for G2.) Dugouts observed on ridge at L909336. Gun positions at
L835330 and in L8231 and L8232 squares taken under fire. Suspected SPs
at L885329 and L847312 fired on. Some heavy mortar fire fell in left division
sector.

CG II CORPS
Greeley, G2

Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
23 February 1945
G3 SECTION CHIEFS' CONFERENCE
1

Present.
Lt. Col. Colman, Lt. Col. McCall, Maj. Dresser, Maj. Shuppas, Maj. Burnett.

2

Operations.
Summary of operations (220700A230700A February).
1) Eighth Army: 22 Regt (Cremona Group) relieved by 12 L and 2 Com
mando south of BONIFICA CANAL. Enemy patrols driven off by
43 Gurkha Lorried Inf Bde and 2 NZ Div. Enemy patrol of three cap
tured by 2 Carp Bde. Own patrol of 20 Ind Bde of six men had fire
fight and killed eleven enemy. Fighter bombers were active.
2) Fifth Army: II Corps: Enemy still using propaganda shells in 85th Div.
Patrol of 88th Div. to C. VALLE (811281) had fire fight, own;cas
ualties four wounded, two missing.
135th Inf took one deserter.
6 SA Armd Div combat patrol to L678238 had fire fight and killed two
enemy. WR/DLR relieved by CCA and command passed at 0600A.
3
IV Corps: BEF: 1st Inf improved positions and remaining enemy
pockets vicinity CASTELLO and VITELLINE (573184) are being
mopped up. 10th Mt. Div: 2d Bn 85th Regt continued the attack
meeting stiff opposition from enemy in extensive trench system. Our
positions were slightly improved. ROCCA CORNETA (494173)
was occupied by partisans under control of 2d Bn 87th Mt Inf. 86th
Mt Inf now in reserve and 10 AT Bn ( + ) hold left of sector. Our ar
tillery engaged several parties of enemy in g2d Div sector with good
results.
b. IV Corps directed to attach 473d Inf to g2d Inf Div in present sector; bound
ary of 92d Div— 10th Mt Div will be present TF 45—10th Mt Div boundary; CG
g2d Div will effect necessary reliefs so that 473d Inf is employed in SERCHIO
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sector, 365th Inf employed in CUTIGLIANO sector, 366th Inf () is assembled in
reserve.
3. Organization.
a. Effective 250001A Feb, Cos " I " & "K," 366th Inf detached gsd Div and
atchd 39th Engr Regt.
b. Radio to MTOUSA that 2769 Engr Depot Co (Cld) no longer necessary;
wish to use personnel for 427 Engr Dump Truck Co. (No colored personnel available
for this unit when it is converted from white to colored.)
c. 3917, 3918, 3919, 3920 Sig Insp and Maint Det ordered moved FLORENCE
and attached Fifth Army for one month.
d. Following information furnished reshipment animals for 10th Mt Div:
1) On INDIANA from MARSEILLES is 281 horses. ETA CIVITA
VECCHIA 22 Feb. 400 additional horses will be available southern
France 1 March.
2) Movement mules from U. S. starts with Convoy UGS 74 and ends
UGS 91. Aboard WILLIAM J. PALMER in UGS 74 are 304 mules.
ETA LEGHORN 6 March.
e. Recommended T/O for Field Radar Organization (to Gen Truscott) in
clude a Field Radar Opns Section (Hq and experimental echelon) and two Radar
Batteries (two Radar Sections to each Btry). This is a reduction of 5 off and 95 EM
from proposed T/O.
/ . Weekly ORBAT to 15th Army Group.
g. Fifth Army GO published (dated 21 Feb) directing reorganization MP Plats
in all Inf Divisions, activation of two Signal Light Construction Bns and two Signal
Opn Bns.
h. Fifth Army GO No. 20 dated 22 Feb published announcing establishment of
AFV (U. S.) Section with Col. Willis G. Cronk as Chief of Section; reorganization
of 601 and 602 Clearing Cos; reorganization of Armd FA Bns; reorganization of
FA Bns in g2d Div.
i. 401st AAA Bn directed to adopt change 3 to T/O & E 4415 of April 1944.
Unit desired to wait for new T/O & E which has not been received in this theater.
j . Attachment order on various service units issued.
4. Training.
a. Repl Command allotted 14 officers and 35 EM to Course No. 14 of Bailey
Bridging Course commencing 3 March. Suballotted as follows:
II Corps
IV Corps
107th AAA Gp

7 Off & 11 EM
4 Off & 14 EM
2 Off & 8 EM

b. 15th Army Gp requested AFHQ, make available one training team for LVT.
To report to Fifth Army Rear, G3 Training.
c. G3 agreed that 33d and 34th QM War Dog Plats be given three and four
weeks training period respectively.
d. IV Corps requested 4 Off and 14 EM for next two Bailey Bridge Courses
and 16 Off and 49 EM for next two Mine Courses.
e. Brazilian Replacement Depot students for L & B Course being sent from
group at NAPLES.
/ . Weekly air exchange made. 5 Off and 2 Sgts from 15th Air Force arrived
for T D w/Fifth Army ground forces and 5 Fifth Army officers departed for 7 days
T D w/i5th Air Force.
5

I & E.
a. Received radio from MTOUSA re purchase of motion picture projectors
through PX.
IV Corps I & E Officer, Capt. Lentz, visited section to discuss I & E problems.
Major Williams, MTOUSA research section, visited section re unit histories.
6
7

Plans.
Nothing to report.
British G3.
Lt. Col. Tuff returned to Forward CP.

8

Executive.
a. AG Memo announcing Col. Yarborough as CO of 473d Inf Regt; Col.
Cronk assigned Fifth Army Hq for duty with AFV (U. S.) Section.
CG letter to Gen. Bowman.
1) Establish on or before 22 Feb "BEAVER Training Center" utilizing
area adjacent to ARNO River between PISA and the sea.
2) Purpose: train troops in all phases of assault river crossing employing
LCMs, FANTAILS, WEASELS, QUONSET Barges, and other
river crossing expedients as may be made available.
3
39th Engr Regt (1 Bn) and 755th Tank Bn available as school troops.
4) Must be trained by 21 March so as to receive for combined training in
successive 7 day periods one Inf Regt or a combat command (one Tk Bn
and 1 Armd Inf Bn of 1st Armd Div).
5
Utmost secrecy required; civilians will be evacuated from area.
See paragraph 3a.
c. Concurred with AA Section that 630th AAA AW Bn personnel should not
be used to form 3 MP Cos as this unit is now doing MP work, but has trained, tech
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nical personnel which are readily available to revert unit to AA role. Called atten
tion to fact that i MP Bn and i MP Co were asked for as first and second priorities
in 15 Dec letter to MTOUSA asking for units.
Letter to PBS:
1) Requesting area be allotted to Fifth Army in PBS area for BEAVER
Training School which will last for 6 weeks.
2) All civilians to be removed from area.
3) Remove Air Corps bomb dump from road along river.
4) Place Italian units now working on redeployment area with 338th Engrs
on other jobs away from area. 338th Engrs may continue to work in
area.
5) Fifth Army will furnish and establish guards around area. (See par
agraph 3a.)
e. Informed Ord and G4 to issue T32 37mm guns each to 10th Mt, 85th,
88th, 91st, and 34th Divisions.
/ . Lt. Col. Schleeman, G2 WD, visited G3 Section. Interested in Brazilian
problem. Will visit BEF 23 and 24 Feb, returning to forward CP 25 Feb.
L. A. HALL
Lt. Col., CAC
Acting Executive G3
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Headquarters Fifth Army
A.P.O. No. 464, U. S. Army
Traversa, Italy
23 February 1945
TARGET DIARY
SECTION I. Requests.
1

II Corps
None

2

IV Corps:
Bridge
Command
post (Zocca)
ArmdRecces
Rover Joe

L 537293
L 600331

Rover Joe Alternates
Ammunition dump
Ammunition dump
Ammunition dump
Pavullo bivouac

L 35°364
L
L 477289
L 478333

SECTION ][I. Intentions.
Belvedere area

1. Rover Joe
2 Bridge

L 537293
* Rover Joe Alternates
0

Bivouac area
Command post and
occupied area
Ammunition dump

L 4733
L 600331
L 5*73*5
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SECTION III.
Fifth Army
Time
0725

Aircraft

Requests

4 Spits

Rover Joe

0840

4 Spits

Rover Joe

093°

4 Spits

Rover Joe

Rover Joe

1030

1 Spit

4 Spits

Rover Joe

4 Spits

Rover Joe

1405

3 p~4o
1 Spit

Rover Joe

1450

4 Spits

Rover Joe

1130
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Results
Be
Bombed mortars L 501182. 2
bombs target area. Area well
strafed.
Attacked machine gun nest in
hay stack L 498179. 3 bombs
target area. Strafed Krauts
going into nearby house, 13
runs. 2 hay rakes bombed.
Many strikes on buildings.
(Ground OP reports excellent
results.)
Attacked 2 houses L 572234.
3 strafing runs. No claims.
Strafed guns at L 567233, 5
runs. Concentrated strikes ob
served.
Bombed 3 buildings between
L
53 81 95~ L 539! 39 A11 bombs
target area. Destroyed 1 build
ing, damaged 1. Area well
strafed.
1 direct hit Command Post
L 573231. Area well strafed.
Strafed 3 guns vicinity L 571233,
observed strikes.
Bombed village L 550205. 3
bombs target area. Damaged
2 buildings. Strafed area.
Bombed buildings L 564203. 2
very near misses damaged main
building. 2 direct hits build
ings east target area. Area
well strafed, observed many
strikes.
Bombed guns L 528232. 1
bomb target area. Strafed.

1545

4 Spits

Spits

Rover Joe

Rover Joe

1610

4

0900

8 Spits

Road bridge
L
537293

1200

4 Spits

Zocca town
L 600330

XXII

south end of town

L 546205. 3 bombs target
area causing damage. Area well
strafed.
Bombed guns L 571235. 2
bombs target area. Area well
strafed, strikes observed. No
results observed.
2 direct hits south end, bridge
clean out. 1 motorcycle south
of L 260465 destroyed.
1 bomb target area. Strafed,
caused fire and damage.

TAC Target Results by Brazilian Aircraft

0845

4 P47

Armed Recce
Bologna area
north

1330

8 P47

Railway bridge
B 074208

XXII

Bombed

Bombed refinery San Bonifacio
F 8749. No claims. Damaged
railroad tracks target area, de
stroyed 3 vehicles vicinity Mo
dena.
10 bombs target area, bridge
left impassable. Probably cut
railroad east and west approach.
Destroyed 2 vehicles " F "
square.
Strafed 2 barracks
F 4449, no results observed.

TAC Targets by Other Aircraft during Day

Fighter bomber summary. T O T 0745 hours bombed power station L 092315, all
near misses, no results observed. T OA 0900 hours cut east approach to road bridge
vicinity P 9175, near miss, both ends may have damaged abutments. 6 horsedrawn
vehicles damaged vicinity L 095325. 1 electric engine damaged L 248738. Ob
served great number of people walking into Reggio from southern roads. TOT 0820
hours, 1 cut tracks on railroad diversion B 9900. TOT 0830 hours attacked railroad
bridge B 519246, tracks cut east of target and road bed damaged west of target.
2 direct hits on factory in town at west end of bridge, much smoke, damage undeter
mined. Observed target bridge B 518246 still passable. Moderate vehicle and
horsedrawn traffic mostly headed south on roads leading north from Verona—
Vicenza highway. Road bridge and railroad diversion bridge vicinity B 990067
appear destroyed. T O T 0185 to 1055 hours. Marshalling yard K 7725 2 cuts

tracks, strafed and rocketed buildings, no results observed. Rail bridge A 746089,
2 hits south approach, 1 crater highway north of bridge; destroyed machine gun pit
south of bridge. Observed smoke generator in operation A 7028. Marshalling
yard J 8843 3 locos, steam up, destroyed; 5 engines, steam up, damaged; 5 engines
still OK; 12 railroad cars damaged, building and tracks scattered about yards.
A 7028 many vehicles observed both ways. Nervesa rail diversion both bridges ap
peared to have been cut previously. 1 dead engine G 4583. 5 boxcars strafed
G 5388, 3 damaged. G 3867 10 boxcars strafed, 3 cars damaged. Rail bridge
G 539613 no hits. 1 cut south approach, 1 hit cratered highway parallel to bridge.
3 boxcars strafed G 5461 damaged. Calliano rail bridge, 1 cut tracks north of
bridge. Ala rail bridge, no hits, 3 cuts south approach 2 hits in town of Ala, no re
sults observed. T O T 1050 hours, 3 direct hits rendered railroad bridge A 915550
impassable. Vehicles destroyed and damaged during morning: destroyed 1 F 2861,
damaged 5 vehicles 9 HDV 15 mile radius B 9000, 4 horsedrawn vehicles damaged
F 7963. 4 vehicles destroyed vicinity F 7961. Observed railroad and road bridge
destroyed vicinity B 990067. TOA 1145 hours bombed bridge W 2605, no damage,
tracks cut 1 place. 2 vehicles 2 horsedrawn vehicles destroyed K square. Factory
strafed northwest edge Brescia, fires. Vehicle park with 12 plus vehicles across road
from factory, 3 vehicles damaged. 1 Me410 sighted L 5020, chased to K 9550, shot
it down. T O T 1510 hours attacked ammunition dump L 604476 destroyed 1
building. Damaged 1 barge L 2698. Damaged 1 tank L 2596. T O T 1410 hours,
2 near misses and 1 probable direct hit railroad bridge B 518246, smoke prevented
observation of damage. T O T 1340 hours railroad diversion G 929888 both ap
proaches cut. 6 singleengine, 1 twinengine aircraft damaged Aviano airdrome.
Observed train, 30 white cars facing northeast G 0640. Railroad bridges cut F 7412,
G 8673, G 8082. Road bridges cut F 7412, G 8082. Railroad bridge in F 7412.
Bombed road bridge L 4455 no results observed. 4 aircraft bombed Zocca town.
Bombed road bridge L 6261 2 craters south approach and 1 direct hit probable
blockhouse southeast of target; observed bridge being used by horsedrawn vehicles.
1 bomb east end of dump P 746367; destroyed staff car north P 8963. T O T 1235
to 1650 hours. B 241071 railroad bridge 2 hits 2 near misses causing slight damage.
Marshalling yard G 1899 3° railroad cars no engine 2 cuts tracks, 3 cars damaged.
Observed black smoke to 5,000 feet G 5072. Cittadella railroad diversion 2 cuts
south of bridge. 1 railroad cut G 4694. G 4596 12 cars strafed, 5 damaged. G 4597
25 cars 12 damaged. J 8843 marshalling yard 1 building 5 damaged observed smoke
to 3,000 feet north end of marshalling yard, 6 passenger cars, 5 boxcars and 1 oil car
damaged. K 3219 1 vehicle destroyed. Nervesa railroad diversion 3 cuts on di
version bridge still OK. F 2720 wooden bridge 100 feet long, 1 direct hit, 1 near
miss one end. F 2318 2 vehicles strafed, no results observed. F 2817, 3 horsedrawn
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transports damaged. L 5382 tank car damaged. Villafranca airdrome 16 bombs
on field 1650, enemy aircraft lost in haze. TOA 1515 hours railroad bridge B 518248
cut 3 places. Attacked in air 2 G55 aircraft, G 183. 1 destroyed. 2 vehicles dam
aged, 1 destroyed Treviso area; 1 Ju88 destroyed on ground Aviano airdrome. Ob
served 3 singleengine, 1 Ju88 on airdrome. Refinery burning 1530 hrs G 4101.
TOA 1630 hours postholed Ghedi airdrome all bombs target area. No observation.
TOA 1640 hours postholed Bergamo airdrome some hits runway. No movement seen
on either airdrome. 2 vehicles destroyed " L " square. 1 destroyed 1 damaged " F "
square. Moderate vehicle movement north from F 9861. 5 vehicles scattered
northeast Po valley. Railroad bridge in B 6933.
Night Operations 22/23 February

62d Fighter Wing: 13 missions, 13 sorties. Bombed Modena—Ostiglia highway
strafed 2030 vehicles northwest 13 vehicles burning. Observed 1 light vicinity
Modena at 0530A hours. 2 vehicles southeast into Bologna vicinity Bologna at
0130A hours. Fire at L 3535 at 0130A hours. Two long tracks near fire. Observed
ship west of La Spezia at 0110 hours all lit up. Vectored on 34 bogies, no results.
47th Bomb Group: Bombed electric train E 8140, hit railroad power line causing
persistent blaze. Arrow shaped stationary lights about 8 miles long between F 7082
to F 8078. Hits among lights. Railroad diversion F 656350 railroad tracks covered
by pattern.
Road junction F 885257 missed. Railroad diversion F 656350 hit
target. Strafed 1 vehicle moving north K 0712 hits and lights went out. Canal
bridge L 1787 destroyed. 2 stationary vehicles on secondary road L 1696 hit, road
strafed some 2 vehicles hit 1 vehicle. F 656350 town, missed power line hit. Fire
railroad L 3373 missed. Borgoforte road bridge pattern over bridge. Road junction
L 2190 hit main road. Road junction L 3497 hit power line. Railroad F 885257 no
results observed. Roads vicinity Modena strafed also, no results observed. Bergamo
airdrome hits on runway. Strafed searchlights Ghedi airdrome 2045A hours.
Lights went out. Ghedi airdrome hits and near misses. Villafranca airdrome near
misses. Railroad F 656350 direct hit marshalling yard. Suspected barracks F 4355
missed. Approximately 60foot boat at docks F 3562 white smoke and moderate blue
explosion. Strafed dock area with many hits. Highway F 8542 near miss. Road
L 3491 power line hit. Highway L 3870 near miss. Bridge F 5164 near miss.
Highway L 0189 hits on road and 3 buildings. Road junction F 6028 no results ob
served. Observation: 7 searchlights airdrome Bergamo. 4 fires P 8185. 2 flares
vicinity F 8825. 2 vehicles moving south L 1243 a t 2 4 0 0 n o u r s  2 searchlights
Villafranca airdrome. No movement seen all Po valley 1930A hours. San Bene
detto, Ostiglia bridges approaches intact. Many small fires vicinity L 7699. River
seems to be flooding north of Parma and area between San Benedetto and Modena.

6 vehicles direction undetermined F 4839 at 2025A hours. 3 vehicles moving south
F 4827 at 0130A hours. Large fire at F 4005 at 0140A hours. Haze restricted ob
servation. Bombed. Legnago marshalling yard F 855257 hit east end of yards.
Marshalling yard F 656350 hit town and marshalling yard. Secondary road junction
L 6365 near miss. Marshalling yard F 885257 no results observed. Road junction
K 9770 no results observed. Marshalling yard F 656350 hit Highway 12 south of
town. Highway 9 at L 5667 cratered road 2 east of Modena. Railroad bridge
K 1782 near miss bridge hit road. Marshalling yard F 885257 very near miss
tracks. Legnago railroad station F 885257 hit highway west of town several electric
flashes. 1 vehicle light A 9575 near miss. 1 vehicle F 5087 hit road. Borgoforte rail
road bridge F 4412 near miss north approach. Road L 2577 direct hit. Marshalling
yard F 885257 pattern from center marshalling yard to river. Pontoon bridge
L 2697 near miss north approach. 3 stationary lights A 1313 miss. 1 light L 1499
no results observed. Marshalling yard F 885257 hit west edge of town and mar
shalling yard. Marshalling yard F 656350 hit southeast edge town and marshalling
yard. Road L 5167 near miss. Road L 5475 near miss. Road L 6376 near miss.
Road L 1686 near miss. Marshalling yard F 885257 hits in center marshalling yard.
Marshalling yard F 656350 near miss hits between road and railroad south of town.
Road L 1345 hit road junction. Railroad and road vicinity F 6538 no results ob
served. Fuel dump L 0687 hit road. Possible steam train P 8795 missed. Road
K 7900 near miss. Marshalling yard F 885257 direct hits. Highway 9 at L 2577
hit north of road. Marshalling yard F 885257 no results observed. Observation:
apparent platform on road bridge K 1624. No movement seen Legnago area 0220A
hours. 6 vehicles convoy moving south to Reggio on Highway 63 at L 3284 at
0230A hours. 4 suspected vehicles direction undetermined on secondary road at
K 7343 at 0300A hours. No movement seen Isola della Scala area at 0300A hours.
Flashing beacon P 4727. Light vehicle moving south between Ora and Trento.
3 vehicles moving northeast F 3474 at 2220A hours. No movement seen Brenner
zone at 2400 hours. 10/15 possibly stationary vehicles F 4412 at 2300A hours. No
movement seen roads vicinity Modena, Vignola, Bologna, Cento at 2300A hours.
12 stationary lights on north mountain slope vicinity L 4022. 2 fires vicinity G 1413.
Railroad and road bridge L 4356 appeared out. 6 vehicles moving east L 2517 at
2300A hours. 2 vehicles moving south F 4830 at 0400A hours. 1 vehicle moving
north K 5418 and 2 at K 8725 approximately 0400A hours. Sugar refinery at Leg
nago on fire at 0435A hours. 5 vehicles moving north vicinity L 2867 at 0500A hours.
Possible steam train F 5324 at 0530A hours. Total: 4 missions, 48 sorties.
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Summary

Unit

8th SAAF
57th Group
350th Group

Missions

Sorties

17

72

14
14

Total
45
For Fifth Army: 12 missions, 52 sorties.

89
87 — including 2 missions,
12 sorties by
Brazilian pilots.
248
RONALD W. EVANS
Lt. Col., Infantry
Air Support Control
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ANNEX NUMBER FIVE * *

AirGround

AIRGROUND SUPPOR

I. Evolution. Close airground support in the Mediterranean Theater had
many ups and downs after a navy dive bomber dropped the first bombs in support of
ground operations in French Morocco on 10 November 1942. In general, however,
it kept pace with the steady development of aircraft and communication facilities.
The virtual destruction of the German Air Force and its fuel supply contributed
greatly to the development of closer cooperation between the air and the ~ground>
since by 1944 the United States Air Force, having won its battle against the Luft
waffe, was ready to devote more attention to aiding the ground forces.
It can be said that the turning point in the development of airground support
occurred during the battle for Cassino in 1944. As a result of this battle, it was fully
realized how complete an understanding and cooperation between all echelons, both
air and ground, was necessary to bring about a successful, coordinated attack, and
it was also realized that unless the attack was thoroughly coordinated the heaviest
bombardment from the air would not put the infantry on its objective. After the
battle of Cassino a, program of exchange of officers between air and ground forces
was organized.
Officers from bomber squadrons came to visit the ground forces
for periods of a week to 1 o days, and similar groups from infantry and artillery units
temporarily joined air organizations. The pilots accompanied patrols, went with
companies and platoons in the attack, and learned the problems of the infantry.
They returned to their squadrons with many ideas as to what they could do to help
the foot soldiers. Similarly the ground officers accompanied the bombers on their
missions and appreciated the difficulties of locating targets and bomb safety lines
and of being able to tell the difference between enemy and friendly troops on the
ground. Mutual admiration and respect resulted in the friendly, cooperative
spirit and the highly developed program of airground support in existence in late
1944 and 1945.
2. Targets. It was necessary for the ground forces to learn how to select
targets for the air corps, and for the air corps to learn to appreciate the value to the
ground forces of certain targets that might at the time seem to them inconsequential.
The static situation that existed at Anzio and in the Apennines brought about a sys
tem of target selection and tabulation by photo interpretation that reached an almost
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exact science. By utilizing all the means at the disposal of the G2 section targets
were selected, evaluated, and recorded for attack at the proper time. The target
areas were photographed on every possible fair weather day. They were checked
by sound and flash, radio locators, tactical reconnaissance, patrols, and espionage
agents; every possible means was employed to verify them and determine their value
as it affected future ground operations.
The ground forces often were unable to appreciate the effect of strategic bomb
ing far beyond our front lines. In an allout effort Twelfth Air Force severed all rail
lines north of the Tiber River in the spring of 1944 and kept them cut for a period of
60 days so that when the spring offensive began the German armies in Italy were soon
so short of food and ammunition that they were forced into retreat. As our troops
rolled along the roads in pursuit, the long lines of burned out vehicles and railroad
trains, and hundreds of smashed bridges and railway cuts were evidence that our
forces could appreciate. Although there was no denying the fact that German
ground forces and equipment were very nearly equal to our own, we had complete
superiority in the air so that when plans were carefully laid and activity of the air
force fully coordinated with the strategic and tactical ground plan, the result was
inevitable defeat for the enemy. The enemy could not be shelled into submission;
neither could he be bombed into submission; but when the massed fires of our artillery
and carefully timed and controlled efforts of our bombers were coordinated with our
infantry attacks, our troops overran the enemy and reached their objectives.
The Germans immediately began to organize and develop their defenses when
ever the line became static. The longer this situation prevailed the more complete
were the preparations, the greater the number of alternate or dummy positions.
In order to distinguish the real positions from the dummies, or the occupied from
the unoccupied, the target sections of divisions, corps, and armies studied their areas
constantly, and every possible scrap of information was evaluated and applied to the
problem in order that the commander would have a true picture of the situation on
DDay.
Many factors had to be considered in selecting a target for bombardment. For
example, reliable information was obtained on the location of an enemy battalion
command post. The area was photographed, it was easily located, and obviously
active. However, there were many antiaircraft guns in the vicinity. A successful
attack on that command post would disrupt enemy communications, probably kill
some personnel, but it also might cost aircraft due to flak. Since we were not going
to attack ourselves for some time, we carefully avoided bombing or knocking out this
target until such time as the attack was imminent. The area was kept under observa
tion and at the top of the priority list for bombing just before the attack. If the post
were bombed before that time, the net result would be that it would be moved to a

168

new location, communications reestablished, and it probably would not be on the
target list at the time of the attack. The same principle was applied to many other
enemy installations such as gun positions, pillboxes, and strongpoints. Other located
targets which were immediately attacked were vehicle parks, enemy observation
posts, and active artillery positions. However, when such targets were within range
of friendly artillery, it was preferable to engage them by guns rather than expend
bombs or aircraft on them.
On D Day the picture as far as air targets were concerned was radically changed.
Fighterbombers came into the battle area, not on call, but on a regular time schedule.
Enemy command posts, artillery positions, and strongpoints, all previously selected
targets on which the pilots were briefed before they left their bases, were bombed.
As the attack pressed forward, the enemy was forced either to displace his
artillery to the rear, fall back to new defense positions, or bring reserves into
the area. In either case he presented targets of opportunity for the fighterbombers
of far greater value than could have been previously prepared. It was then that air
support was really put to the test.
3. Control. Many methods of control for fighterbombers in close support of
ground operations were tried in the Mediterranean Theater. From the beginning
the most commonly used system, which proved entirely satisfactory during static
periods when the question of mobility of targets was not present, was the use of anno
tated photographs and the careful briefing of pilots. However, the necessity for some
form of forward control successfully to engage targets of opportunity had long been
recognized. The biggest handicap in the development of such a system was the re
luctance of the air corps to assign qualified pilots to this duty or to permit anyone
other than qualified pilots to brief from the ground other pilots in the air. The first
step in improving the situation was the assignment by the air corps of a forward
control group to a corps or division headquarters making the main effort. This gave
the ground forces commander immediate access to the air control officer, permitting
him to obtain much quicker action on targets of opportunity, and greatly increased
the safety of his own troops through his ability to cancel missions that, due to an ad
vance, might endanger them. The forward controller had direct radio communica
tion with the planes in the air and with the air bases, and was also connected by tele
phone to landing strips of artillery observation planes and to the G3 section of the
supported command.
This system was applied during the breakout of the Anzio beachhead and func
tioned as follows: fighterbomber missions were brought into the area on 15minute
schedules. Before leaving the airfield each mission was briefed to attack a designated
target. When each mission approached the battle area the flight leader checked in
with the forward ground control so that if a target of opportunity had been seen the
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forward controller was able to contact the aircraft in the air and rebrief them onto
this new target. In this way several hundred enemy vehicles were destroyed as they
attempted to withdraw from Cori to Artena in the second day of the battle. The sys
tem worked well for 3 days, but as soon as the battle lines moved beyond the area over
which the pilots had been carefully briefed control was insufficient to take care of the
situation. Although the roads north toward Rome were choked with retreating enemy
columns and transport, it was necessary to place the bomb safety line along the
Tiber to prevent mistaken bombing of our own columns.
It became obvious that this forward control — or "Rover Joe" as he was called
— either had to be well forward with the frontline troops or in position where he
could observe the advance, and be supplemented by an air observer. This need
brought into existence what became known as "Horsefly," consisting of a Cub ob
servation plane, an air corps pilot with a radio who could talk both to the forward
controller and to planes in the air, and an artillery observer whose radio could con
tact leading elements of ground troops and artillery observers on the ground. This
system required much training and practice but rapidly improved. In March 1945
one mission on the Fifth Army front was corrected by "Horsefly," who adjusted
successive aircraft by calling to the pilots as they dived that the bombs that had hit
previously were, over, short, right, or left of the target. In another instance, the
flight leader had not understood the briefing. When he peeled off his formation at
8,000 feet and started his dive, "Horsefly," realizing that he was headed for the
wrong target, called out to him and he pulled out of the dive, went up again to
8,000 feet, was rebriefed, and then attacked the proper target.
Coordination was properly obtained only when communications functioned
normally and when the forward controller, "Horsefly" pilots and observers, and pilots
all understood each other and were familiar with the system. Fighterbomber pilots,
through the use of air photographs and mosaic models, constantly studied the area
over which they were to operate. There must be landmarks available on which
they could orient themselves, and it was desirable that the "Horsefly" plane be char
acteristically marked so it could be easily picked out by the fighterbombers when
they came into the area.
4. AirGround Recognition. Yellow smoke and the conventional type panels
proved almost useless for airground recognition. Troops were extremely reluctant
to make use of yellow smoke because it could be seen more easily from the ground
than from the air and immediately drew fire from the enemy, or the enemy responded
by putting out yellow smoke of his own. The old type panel could not be seen from
bomber altitude and the star and circle vehicle marking was of little or no value in
preventing our aircraft from mistaking our vehicles for those of the enemy. The
fluorescent cerise panel proved effective and quite visible at altitudes up to 10,000
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feet. However, the panels were heavy and almost impossible for infantry to carry;
one answer was to equip with these panels the lead vehicles in each column following
the attack. Orientation beacons, consisting of large panels at least 2 yards wide and
ioo yards long forming letters, were spread on the ground near the front. Night
beacons, similar in size, were made of cans burning a mixture of oil and sand. Such
beacons were useful in static situations where ample time existed in which to place
them, and they were of great assistance in keeping pilots oriented. In a fluid situa
tion there were no beacons or reliable landmarks available; then it was the responsi
bility of the forward controller, "Rover Joe" with his "Horsefly," to make it possible
for the combined arms, air and ground, to destroy the enemy.
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ANNEX NUMBER SIX * * * * * * * * * *

Troop List of Fifth
26 MARCH 194

TROOP LIST OF FIFTH ARM
26 MARCH 1945

FIFTH ARMY TROOPS
Headquarters, Fifth Army
British Increment, Fifth Army
Special Troops, Fifth Army
Headquarters Detachment, Special Troops
Headquarters Company, Fifth Army
7th Information and Historical Service
22d Quartermaster Car Company [1 Platoon]
33d Finance Disbursing Section
61st Military Police Company (Post, Camp, and Station); attached:
356th and 357th Military Police Detachment
523d Quartermaster Car Company [2 Platoons
232d and 245th Army Ground Forces Band
1628th Engineer Service Detachment (Utilities
6669th WAC Headquarters Platoon (Overhead
6736th Headquarters Company (Overhead
Attached to Special Troops:

13th and 49th Finance Disbursing Sections
Italian Units Attached to Special Troops:

Headquarters, 210th Italian Infantry Division
Special Troops, 210th Italian Infantry Divisio
210th Ration and Clothing Platoo
210th Transport Compan
210th Italian Infantry Division Ban
525th Italian Training Regiment, Headquarters and Headquarters De
tachment
1st Italian Training Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters De
tachment
1st, 2d, and 3d Italian Training Companies (Pack Mule)
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FIFTH ARMY TROOPS

(continued)

2d Italian Training Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters De
tachment
4th Italian Training Company (General)
5th Italian Training Company (Convalescent)
6th Italian Training Company (Staging)
305th Italian Quartermaster Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
310th, 311th, and 313th Italian Quartermaster Service Companies
Adjutant General:
34th Postal Regulating Sectio
542d, 543d, and 549th Army Postal Unit
Adjutant General Unit Attached to Fifth Army:

9th and 10th Machine Records Units (Mobile) [from MTOUSA]
Air Corps:
3d Depot Unit, Army
AAF/MTO

Unit Attached to Fifth Army:

121st Liaison Squadron [Detachments and Flights A, B, and D]
Antiaircraft Artillery:
630th AAA Automatic Weapons Battalion [2 Platoons]
Armored Force:
6 South African Armoured Divisio
Headquarters, 6 South African Armoured Divisio
1/6 and 15 South African Field Regiments [25pounder
4/22 South African Field Regiment [105mm Howitzer SP
1/11 South African AntiTank Regimen
1/12 South African Light AntiAircraft Regimen
7/23 Medium Regiment [5.5inch Gun/Howitzer
11 South African Armoured Brigad
Prince Alfred's Guar
Pretoria Regiment (Princess Alice's Own
Special Service Battalio
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12 South African Motorised Brigad
Royal Natal Carbineer
First City/Capetown Highlander
Witwatersrand Rifles/De La Re
13 South African Motorised Brigad
Natal Mounted Rifle
Royal Durban Light Infantr
Imperial Light Horse/Kimberley Regimen
Attached to 6 South African Armoured Division:

4/13 Frontier Force Rifle
38th Quartermaster War Dog Platoo
Chemical:
2d Chemical Maintenance Compan
24th Chemical Decontamination Compan
Engineers:
2626th Engineer Group (Provisional), Headquarters and Headquarters De
tachment
39th Engineer Combat Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Company;
attached:

Companies I and K, 366th Infantry Regiment
1168th and 1338th Engineer Combat Groups, Headquarters and Headquarters
Companies
92d and 175th Engineer General Service Regiments
Company D, 84th Engineer Camouflage Battalion [3 Platoons]; attached:
92d Italian Camouflage (Masking) Platoo
169th, i82d, 185th, and 407th Engineer Combat Battalion
405th Engineer Water Supply Battalio
1554th Engineer Heavy Ponton Battalio
66th Engineer Topographic Company, Corps;
210th Italian Engineer Topographic Compan
217th, 423d, and 425th Engineer Dump Truck Companie
276th Engineer Depot Compan
383d Engineer Depot Company;
304th, 305th, and 306th Italian Engineer Depot Companies (Provisional)
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400th Engineer Maintenance Compan
597th and 2750th Engineer Light Equipment Companie
420th Army Service Forces Ban
1206th Engineer Service Detachment (Fire Fighting
1438th and 1439th Engineer Service Detachments (Searchlight Maintenance
1710th and 1712th Engineer Service Detachments (Map Depot
1980th Engineer Composite Section (Fire Administration and Fire Control
1981st Engineer Aviation Fire Fighting Platoo
MTOUSA

Unit Attached to 2626th Engineer Group:

1 Section, 1621st Engineer Model Making Detachment
Italian Units Attached to 2626th Engineer Group:

210th Engineer Combat Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Company
23d and 103d Italian Engineer Combat Battalions
301st, 3O2d, and 303d Italian Engineer Depot Companies
301st and 3O2d Italian Engineer Maintenance Companies
3O2d and 306th Italian Quartermaster Service Companies
Field Artillery:
530th Field Artillery Battalion [155mm Gun
765th and 766th Field Artillery Battalions [155mm Howitzer
General:
21st and 45th Special Service Companie
2633d Service Company (Overhead
2619th Aerial Supply Detachment (Overhead
2695th Technical Supervision Regiment (Overhead
General Units Attached to Fifth Army:

108th Replacement Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
[from The Replacement and Training Command, MTOUSA]
509th, 510th, and 511th Replacement Companies
3d Platoon, 37th Special Service Company [from PBS]
Infantry:
85th Infantry Divisio
Headquarters, 85th Infantry Divisio
Headquarters, Special Troop
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Headquarters Compan
785th Ordnance Light Maintenance Compan
85th Quartermaster Compan
85th Signal Compan
Military Police Platoo
85th Infantry Division Ban
85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, Mechanize
310th Engineer Combat Battalio
310th Medical Battalio
85th Division Artillery [attached to II Corps
337th Infantry Regimen
338th Infantry Regimen
339th Infantry Regimen
Attached to 85th Division:

85th Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment [from MTOUSA]
Medical:
161st Medical Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
401st, 4O2d, and 403d Medical Collecting Companies
601st Clearing Company
Attached to 161st Medical Battalion:

551st Ambulance Company, Motor
i62d Medical Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
404th, 405th, and 406th Medical Collecting Companies
6o2d Clearing Company
Attached to i62d Medical Battalion:

550th Ambulance Company, Moto
i52d Italian Medical Collecting Sectio
525th and 865th Italian Field Hospital
2d Medical Laboratory
3d Convalescent Hospital
8th, 16th, 38th, and 56th Evacuation Hospitals (750 Bed)
12 th Medical Depot Company
15th, 94th, 170th, and 171st Evacuation Hospitals (Semimobile) (400 Bed)
15th Field Hospital
28th Malaria Control Unit
206th Malaria Survey Unit

FIFTH ARMY TROOPS {continued)
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549th Ambulance Company, Moto
688th Motor Ambulance Compan
307th and 308th Medical Service Platoon
MTOUSA

Unit Attached to Fifth Army_:

2d Auxiliary Surgical Group [Detachment of headquarters and 28 teams]
Italian Units Attached to Medical Section:

303d and 317th Italian Quartermaster Service Companies
110th, 130th, 211th, and 212th Italian Veterinary Evacuation Hospitals
Military Police:
101st Military Police Battalion [Company C
138th Military Police Compan
379th Military Police Escort Guard Compan
Ordnance:
2660th Ordnance Group (Provisional), Headquarters and Headquarters De
tachment
53d Ordnance Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
42d Ordnance Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
8th, 28th, 29th, 94th, and 112th Ordnance Medium Maintenance Com
panies
262d Ordnance Maintenance Company (AA)
525th Ordnance Heavy Maintenance Company (Tank) [Detachment]
67th Ordnance Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
5th, 101st, and 109th Ordnance Medium Maintenance Companies
63d and 1 ooth Ordnance Medium Automotive Maintenance Companies
188th Ordnance Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
70th, 3459th, 3486th, and 3488th Ordnance Medium Automotive Main
tenance Companies
56th Ordnance Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
5th Ordnance Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
79th, 189th, and 330th Ordnance Depot Companies
411th Ordnance Medium Maintenance Company
73d Ordnance Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
31st and 83d Ordnance Heavy Maintenance Companies, Field Army
86th, 881st, and 972d Ordnance Heavy Automotive Maintenance Com
panies
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476th and 477th Ordnance Evacuation Companies
529th and 991st Ordnance Heavy Maintenance Companies (Tank)
87th Ordnance Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
53d, 58th, 236th, 605th, and 684th Ordnance Ammunition Companies
55th, 56th, 136th, 137th, 149th, 150th, I52d, 153d, and 154th Ordnance
Service Detachments (Bomb Disposal)
Attached to 2660th Ordnance Group:

160th Ordnance Tire Repair Company [from PBS]
Quartermaster:
62d Quartermaster Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
487th, 585th, and 632d Quartermaster Laundry Companies
817th and 818th Quartermaster Sterilization Companies
822d Quartermaster Fumigation and Bath Company
94th Quartermaster Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
iO2d and 110th Quartermaster Bakery Companies
3005th and 3006th Quartermaster Bakery Companies (Mobile) (Special)
35th Quartermaster War Dog Platoon
204th Quartermaster Battalion (Mobile), Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
3837th, 3838th, 3839th, 3840th, and 3853d Quartermaster Gas Supply Com
panies
Attached to 204th Quartermaster Battalion:

3341st Quartermaster Truck Company (Tank)
548th Italian Quartermaster Group, Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
303d Italian Quartermaster Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
309th, 312th, 319th, 320th, and 321st Italian Quartermaster Service
Companies
304th Italian Quartermaster Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
314th, 315th, 316th, and 318th Italian Quartermaster Service Com
panies
242d Quartermaster Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
3254th, 3255th, 3256th, and 3257th Quartermaster Service Companies
Attached to 242d Quartermaster Battalion:

FIFTH ARMY TROOPS
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452 2d Quartermaster Railhead Company
249th Quartermaster Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
3278th, 3280th, and 3281st Quartermaster Service Companies
Attached to 2^gth Quartermaster Battalion:

1st Platoon, 3298th Quartermaster Service Company
20th Italian Pack Mule Group, Headquarters and Headquarters De
tachment
4th and 5th Italian Pack Mule Battalions, Headquarters and Head
quarters Detachments
67th Italian Quartermaster Group, Headquarters and Headquarters De
tachment
301st Italian Quartermaster Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
301st and 304th Italian Quartermaster Service Companies
3O2d Italian Quartermaster Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
308th Italian Quartermaster Service Company
263d Quartermaster Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
4o62d, 4063d, 4064th, and 4065th Quartermaster Service Companies
47th Quartermaster Graves Registration Company
85th Quartermaster Depot Company
86th, 90th, and 98th Quartermaster Railhead Companies
230th Quartermaster Salvage Collecting Company
280th Quartermaster Refrigeration Company
299th Quartermaster Salvage Repair Company
4th Platoon, 498th Quartermaster Laundry Company
3298th Quartermaster Service Company [1 Platoon]
Signal:
3i42d Signal Service Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Company
51st, 63d, and 229th Signal Operations Battalions
i02d and 103d Signal Light Construction Battalions
128th Signal Radio Intelligence Company
180th Signal Repair Company
196th Signal Photo Company
209th Signal Pigeon Company [3 Detachments and 1 Section]
212th Signal Depot Company
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2688th Signal Detachment (Overhead
3133d Signal Service Compan
3203d Signal Service Sectio
3326th Signal Intelligence and Monitoring Compan
32d Signal Center Tea
Attached to 3142a7 Signal Service Group:

3200th Signal Intelligence Service Detachment (Type A) [from MTOUSA]
Detachments B3, C16, C17, and MT2, 2603d Film and Equipment
Exchange (Overhead) [from MTOUSA]
3917th, 3918th, and 3920th Signal Maintenance Units, 3141st Signal
Service Group [from MTOUSA]
54th Signal Radar Maintenance Unit (Type C) [from PBS]
55th and 57th Signal Radar Maintenance Units (Type A) [from PBS]
3225th Signal Service Detachment [from Signal Corps Photo Center]
1st and 2d Italian Wire Recovery Companies
Transportation:
21st Traffic Regulating Group, Transportation Corps; attached:
26th Quartermaster Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
52d Quartermaster Battalion (Mobile), Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
3333d, 3334th, 3335th, 3336th, and 3606th Quartermaster Truck Com
panies
56th Quartermaster Battalion (Mobile), Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
3373d, 3374th, 3375th, and 3376th Quartermaster Truck Companies
70th Quartermaster Battalion (Mobile), Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
3505th, 3506th, 3507th, and 3508th Quartermaster Truck Companies
115th Quartermaster Battalion (Mobile), Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
3332d, 3404th, 3562d, 3567th, and 3592d Quartermaster Truck Companies
235th Quartermaster Battalion (Mobile), Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
3605th, 3637th, 3638th, 3639th, and 3640th Quartermaster Truck Com
panies
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468th Quartermaster Battalion (Mobile), Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment
3641st, 3642d, 3643d, and 3644th Quartermaster Truck Companies
Italian Units Attached to Transportation Section:

307th Italian Quartermaster Service Compan
io22d Italian Quartermaster Truck Compan
AFHQ

Units Attached to Fifth Army:

Company G, 2675th Regiment, Allied Commission (United States Component)
(Overhead)
Combat Propaganda Team, 2679th Headquarters Company, Psychological
Warfare Branch (Overhead)
MTO USA Unit Attached to Fifth Army:

305th Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment
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Headquarters and Headquarters Company
Air Corps:
Flight B, 121st Liaison Squadron [Detachment] [from AAF/MTO]
Antiaircraft Artillery:
71st AAA Brigade, Headquarters and Headquarters Batter
71st AAA Operations Detachmen
Attached to yist AAA

Brigade:

209th AAA Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery
105th and 432d AAA Automatic Weapons Battalions (SelfPropelled)
Battery B, 360th AAA Searchlight Battalion; attached:
1st Platoon [2 Sections], Battery C, 360th AAA Searchlight Battalion
401st AAA Gun Battalion (Type A)
403d AAA Gun Battalion (Type B)
231st Army Ground Forces Band
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II

(continued)

CORPS

Armored Force:
752d and 757th Tank Battalions
1st Armored Division
Headquarters, 1st Armored Division
Reserve Command
1st Armored Division Trains, Headquarters and Headquarters Company
123d Ordnance Maintenance Battalio
47th Armored Medical Battalio
Military Police Platoo
1st Armored Division Band
81st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, mechanized
16th Armored Engineer Battalion
1st Armored Division Artillery, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery
27th, 68th, and 91st Armored Field Artillery Battalions [105mm How
itzer SP]
6th, 11 th, and 14th Armored Infantry Battalions
141st Armored Signal Company
1st, 4th, and 13th Tank Battalions
Combat Command A, Headquarters and Headquarters Company
Combat Command B, Headquarters and Headquarters Company
Attached to 1st Armored Division:

501st Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment [from MTOUSA]
Cavalry:
91st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
Chemical:
1 ooth Chemical Mortar Battalio
I72d Chemical Smoke Generating Compan
Engineers:
19th Engineer Combat Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Company
1st Platoon, Company D, 84th Engineer Camouflage Battalion
401st, 4O2d, and 643d Engineer Combat Battalions
1 755th Engineer Treadway Bridge Company
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II CORPS (continued)
Field Artillery:
II Corps Artillery, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery
15th Field Artillery Observation Battalion
77th, 178th, and 423d Field Artillery Groups, Headquarters and Headquarters
Batteries
178th, 248th, 631st, and 936th Field Artillery Battalions [155mm Howitzer]
173d and 985th Field Artillery Battalions [155mm Gun plus one 8inch Howitzer]
527th and 536th Field Artillery Battalions [8inch Howitzer]
85th Division Artillery, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery
328th, 329th, and 910th Field Artillery Battalions [105mm Howitzer]
403d Field Artillery Battalion [155mm Howitzer]
British Units Attached to II Corps:

11 Battery, 54 Super Heavy Regiment [1 Section] [8inch Gun]
61 Heavy Regiment [7.2inch Howitzer; 155mm Gun]
Infantry:
34th Infantry Divisio
Headquarters, 34th Infantry Divisio
Headquarters, Special Troop
Headquarters Compan
734th Ordnance Light Maintenance Compan
34th Quartermaster Compan
34th Signal Compan
Military Police Platoo
34th Infantry Division Band
34th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, Mechanized
109th Engineer Combat Battalion
109th Medical Battalion
34th Division Artillery, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery
125th, 151st, and 175th Field Artillery Battalions [105mm Howitzer]
185th Field Artillery Battalion [155mm Howitzer
133d Infantry Regimen
135th Infantry Regimen
168th Infantry Regimen
Attached to 34th Division:

34th Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment [from MTOUSA]
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88th Infantry Division
Headquarters, 88th Infantry Division
Headquarters, Special Troops
Headquarters Company
788th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company
88th Quartermaster Company
88th Signal Company
Military Police Platoon
88th Infantry Division Band
88th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, Mechanized
313th Engineer Combat Battalion
313th Medical Battalion
88th Division Artillery, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery
337tn> 338tn> a n d 913th Field Artillery Battalions [105mm Howitzer]
339th Field Artillery Battalion [155mm Howitzer
349th Infantry Regimen
350th Infantry Regimen
351st Infantry Regimen
Attached to 88th Division:

88th Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment [from MTOUSA]
91st Infantry Division
Headquarters, 91st Infantry Division
Headquarters, Special Troops
Headquarters Compan
791st Ordnance Light Maintenance Compan
91st Quartermaster Compan
91st Signal Compan
Military Police Platoo
91st Infantry Division Ban
91st Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, Mechanize
316th Engineer Combat Battalio
316th Medical Battalio
91st Division Artillery, Headquarters and Headquarters Batter
346th, 347th, and 916th Field Artillery Battalions [105mm Howitzer]
348th Field Artillery Battalion [155mm Howitzer]
361st Infantry Regiment
Infantry Regiment
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II CORPS (continued)
363d Infantry Regiment
Attached to gist

Division:

91st Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment [from MTOUSA]
Legnano Combat Group [Italian
Headquarters, Legnano Combat Grou
Legnano Ordnance Field Par
Legnano Mechanical Worksho
34th and 51st Carabinieri Section
51st Supply and Transport Compan
51st Engineer Battalio
51st Medical Battalio
52d British Liaison Uni
244th and 332d Field Hospital
n t h Artillery Regimen
68th Infantry Regimen
1st, 2d, and 3d Infantry Battalion
405th Mortar Company [3inch
56th Antitank Company [6pounder
69th Speciale Infantry Regimen
1st Bersaglieri Battalio
2d and 3d Alpini Battalion
15th Mortar Company [3inch
16th Antitank Company [6pounder
Medical:
54th Medical Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
379th, 380th, and 381st Medical Collecting Companies
683d Clearing Company
33d Field Hospital
Military Police:
Military Police Platoon, II Corp
2O2d Military Police Compan
Ordnance:
151st Ordnance Service Detachment (Bomb Disposal)
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Quartermaster:
33d and 34th Quartermaster War Dog Platoon
1st and 3d Platoons, 523d Quartermaster Car Compan
Signal:
53d Signal Battalion
MTOUSA

Unit Attached to II Corps:

3915th Signal Service Company (Radio Intelligence)
Tank Destroyer:
804th and 805th Tank Destroyer Battalions (SelfPropelled
Reconnaissance Company, 701st Tank Destroyer Battalio
Reconnaissance Company, 894th Tank Destroyer Battalio
Transportation:
3591st and 342 2d Quartermaster Truck Companies
Italian Units Attached to II Corps:

2d Pack Mule Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
2d, 13th, and 21st Pack Mule Companies
3d Pack Mule Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
1st, 9th, and 16th Pack Mule Companies
n t h , 15th, and 19th Pack Mule Companies
MTOUSA

Units Attached to II Corps:

30th Finance Disbursing Sectio
2O2d Counter Intelligence Corps Detachmen

IV CORPS
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Headquarters and Headquarters Company
Air Corps:
Detachment, Flight B, 121st Liaison Squadron [from AAF/MTO]

IV

CORPS
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Antiaircraft Artillery:
Battery C, 360th AAA Searchlight Battalion [1 Platoon (2 Sections)]
1st Platoon, Battery D, 630th AAA Weapons Battalion
British Units Attached to IV Corps:

62 AntiAircraft Brigad
Headquarters, 62 AntiAircraft Brigad
26 Light AntiAircraft Regiment [1 Battery
76 Heavy AntiAircraft Regimen
Armored Force:
751st and 760th Tank Battalions
Brazilian Expeditionary Force:
Graves Registration Platoo
1st, 2d, and 3d Medical Group
1st Brazilian Infantry Divisio
Headquarters and Headquarters Compan
Ordnance Light Maintenance Compan
1st Quartermaster Compan
1st Signal Compan
Military Police Platoo
1st Brazilian Infantry Division Ban
1st Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, Mechanize
9th Engineer Combat Battalion [3 Companies
1st Artillery Regiment, Headquarter
4th Field Artillery Battalion [155mm Howitzer
1st Medical Battalion [3 Companies
1st Regimental Combat Tea
1st Infantry Regiment
1st Field Artillery Battalion [105mm Howitzer]
1 Company, 9th Engineer Combat Battalion
1 Company, 1st Medical Battalion
6th Regimental Combat Tea
6th Infantry Regimen
2d Field Artillery Battalion [105mm Howitzer
1 Company, 9th Engineer Combat Battalio
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I Company, ist Medical Battalion
n t h Regimental Combat Tea
n t h Infantry Regimen
3d Field Artillery Battalion [105mm Howitzer
1 Company, 9th Engineer Combat Battalio
1 Company, ist Medical Battalio
Attached to Brazilian Expeditionary Force:

107th AAA Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery
Chemical:
84th Chemical Mortar Battalio
179th Chemical Smoke Generating Compan
Engineers:
1108th Engineer Combat Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Company
235th, 255th, and 337th Engineer Combat Battalions
1029th Engineer Treadway Bridge Company
3d and 4th Platoons, Company D, 84th Engineer Camouflage Battalion
Field Artillery:
IV Corps Artillery, Headquarters and Headquarters Batter
424th Field Artillery Group, Headquarters and Headquarters Batter
633d Field Artillery Battalion [155mm Gun
1125th Armored Field Artillery Battalion [105mm Howitzer SP
British Units Attached to IV Corps:

7 Army Group Royal Artillery, Headquarters
2 Medium Regiment [4.5inch Gun]
17 and 178 Medium Regiments [5.5inch Gun/Howitzer]
i n Field Regiment [25pounder]
8 Survey Regiment
Finance:
48th Finance Disbursing Section
Infantry:
442d Infantry Regiment; attached:
Engineer Combat Company

IV CORPS (continued)
206th Army Ground Forces Ban
473d Infantry Regimen
1 oth Mountain Divisio
Headquarters, 10th Mountain Divisio
Headquarters, Special Troop
Headquarters Compan
710th Mountain Ordnance Maintenance Compan
11 oth Mountain Signal Compan
Military Police Platoo
1 oth Mountain Quartermaster Battalion
1 oth Mountain Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop
1 oth Mountain Infantry Antitank Battalion
126th Mountain Engineer Battalion
1 oth Mountain Medical Battalion
1 oth Mountain Division Artillery, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery
604th, 605th, and 616th Field Artillery Battalions [75mm Pack Howitzer]
85th Mountain Infantry Regiment
86th Mountain Infantry Regiment
87th Mountain Infantry Regiment
Attacked to 10th Mountain

Division:

1 oth Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment [from MTOUSA]
Infantry Division
Headquarters, 92d Infantry Division
Headquarters, Special Troops
Headquarters Company
792d Ordnance Light Maintenance Company
92d Quartermaster Company
92d Signal Company
Military Police Platoon
92d Infantry Division Band
317th Engineer Combat Battalion
317th Medical Battalion
92d Division Artillery, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery
597th, 598th, and 599th Field Artillery Battalions [105mm Howitzer]
600th Field Artillery Battalion [155mm Howitzer]
365th Infantry Regiment
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370th Infantry Regimen
371st Infantry Regimen
Attached to g2d Division:

92d Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment [from MTOUSA
366th Infantry Regiment [Companies I and K
758th Light Tank Battalio
Medical:
163d Medical Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
671st, 672d, and 673d Medical Collecting Companies
615th Clearing Company
32d Field Hospital
Military Police:
Military Police Platoon, IV Corps
Company C, 101st Military Police Battalion
Ordnance:
148th Ordnance Service Detachment (Bomb Disposal)
Quartermaster:
37th Quartermaster War Dog Platoon
2d Platoon, 22d Quartermaster Car Company
Signal:
62d Signal Battalion
MTOUSA Unit Attached to IV Corps:
3916th Signal Service Company (Radio Intelligence)
Tank Destroyer:
679th Tank Destroyer Battalion [Towed]
701st and 894th Tank Destroyer Battalions [Reconnaissance Companies]
Italian Units Attached to IV Corps:

1st Pack Mule Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment
5th, 10th, and 17th Pack Mule Companies
12th, 18th, and 20th Pack Mule Companies
MTOUSA

Unit Attached to IV Corps:

204th Counter Intelligence Corps Detachment

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

This part of the Army History was prepared under the direction of Lt. Col. Chester G. Starr, Jr., Historian,
by Capt. Bruce K. Myers. The maps were drawn by S/Sgt. Alvin J. Weinberger and Sgt. Charles W.
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